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We at Blackwood News are passionate about 
newspapers & we will happily spruik the 
competition, given the occasion. So, dear 
readers, you can now buy your daily newspapers 
at the Caravan Park kiosk, along with milk, bread 
& ice-creams. I personally enjoy a Cornetto with 
my morning Age.

Thank-you Dave & Sally for this important 
service.

Please support them. 
We use it or 
we loose 
it.

APRIL 2012
when what where

Sun 1 arvo Mark & Friends Radio Springs

Sun 1 pm Karm

Thur 5 Trentham Easter Art & Craft 
Show opens

Trentham

Sat 7 Blackwood Easter Carnival Blackwood

Sun 14 Blackwood Revue Blackwood

Sat 21 Tim Guy Palais

MAY 2012
Sat 5 Three Pairs Palais

Sun 6 Autumn Harvest Festival Lavandula

Sat 19 The Great Trentham Spud Fest Trentham

• EVENTS & GIGS •

Good-bye Herb p4
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Blackwood News invites submissions from the 
community. If you are at a local event please take 
a photo or two & write a few lines to share in our 
community news.

APR/MAY ‘12 DEADLINES May 15 June 20

Advertisers book space

Regular Contributions

Features & Items of Interest:

Community Groups & Clubs

Display Ad Artwork/Content

News, Classifieds, Gig Guide

NO late submissions will be accepted. Submissions, display ads & 
articles can be emailed to editor@blackwoodnews.com.au, put in 
the ‘drop box’ outside the Blackwood General Store or posted c/o 
Blackwood PO, 3458 

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour) from 
www.blackwoodnews.com.au & while you’re there sign-up to our eList 
(directly under the navigation bar).

Blackwood News reserves the right to edit or refuse any article or 
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those 
of the editor.

Blackwood News is produced as a community service  
by Jinny Coyle 9687 3744 / 5368 6444 & sponsored by FluxDesignStudio.
com.au 

BLACKWOODNEWS.COM.AU ©2012 Jinny Coyle

follow us on facebook.com/blackwoodnews

Blackwood News info

BLACKWOOD’S  
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) 

NEEDS YOU... (YOU NEvER KNOW WhEN YOUR LOvED 
ONE WILL NEED ThEM)

CALL TREvOR 5368 6742 NOW!

EDITOr’S ThOuGhTS...
Hello, oh ye faithful readers,

As Autumn begins to turn the leaves of our trees into a beautiful display 
of rich colour, I am reminded this is one of my favourite times of the 
Blackwood calendar with the Easter Carnival coming up. Sandra Spenser 
has submitted some fabulous photos of a past Easter Parade (p7). Perhaps 
these will inspire our community to get frocked up for a float in the parade 
which leaves the Caravan Park at 10am, travels up Golden Point Road to 
the town centre, down to Cobb & Co, then to the Sports Ground, where a 
number of prizes are awarded.

It is at this time of the year that I always go into a panic, wondering if I have 
enough wood to get us through another Blackwood winter – if you’ve been 
caught short, keep in mind that all the wood chopped at the carnival is 
auctioned off. This is a great way to get your supply stacked &, at the same 
time, support  the community through Blackwood Progress Association.

Next issue will begin our 4th year of publication & I hope, with your help, 
to make it a bumper issue, full of your stories, photos, poems & articles. 
The deadlines are in the chart below - put the dates in your calendar so you 
don’t forget! Submissions can be emailed to editor@blackwoodnews.com.
au or dropped in the drop box behind the phone box at the Blackwood 
Merchant.

Thank-you to Sal & Jeanette for giving up their valuable time to help 
compile emails & type hand-written submissions.

This year we have lost a number of regular advertisers due to “current fiscal 
constraints”. If you have a business or know someone who is looking to 
service our catchment area, please give them a copy of our paper & ask 
them to consider advertising, rates are on p20. Also on p20 are the latest 
download stats, for the colour issue from blackwoodnews.com.au. Over 
the last 2 months we have had over 16,000 copies downloaded! Not bad 
for a little paper from a tiny village in the middle of the Wombat State 
Forest!

I hope you enjoy the April/May issue, see you next issue...

~ Jinny Coyle,  
editor@blackwoodnews.com.au
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BLACKWOOD EASTER CARNIvAL 
& WOODChOP 

Saturday 7th April, 2012
volunteers to help Fri April 6, Sat April 7 & Sun April 8 

We would appreciate your help...  
even if it’s for only one or two hours.

For further information please contact: 
President: Mr. Lou Henderson 53686703  

Hon. Secretatry: Mrs. Judith de Groot 5368 6697 
Treasurer: Mrs. Elizabeth Hall 5368 6537 

Blackwood Progress Association Inc. 

EASTER IN BLACKWOOD 

In Blackwood at Easter if you want grocers 
You travel to Trentham for that is the closest 
And as for the Easter bunny 
Life isn’t too sunny 
He’s trying to overcome Myxomatosis

Nostalgia

Easter in Blackwood used to be thronging 
With teenagers filled with a sense of belonging 
So where did they go – this explosion of youth? 
We all grow much older & that’s the sad truth 
But whatever the numbers 
I’m sure there’d be more 
If only we had back our General Store

~ ROBIN BRADLEY

hOW’S ThE WEAThEr BEEN?
by Don Owen 

FOR ThE last three years we have had significant rainfall for the 
January/February period & temperatures that have been relatively mild. 
Rainfall for January & February 2009 was virtually non-existent & this, 
combined with the very high temperatures, resulted in a very dangerous 
bushfire situation.

LET’S hOPE that the weather pattern we have experienced in the past 
three years continues & hopefully avoid a repeat of 2009.

Month  
& Year

Rainfall 
(mm)

Rainfall Average 
(mm) 1879-2007

Minimum 
Temperature deg C

Maximum 
Temperature deg C

Jan ‘12 24.6 50.1 5.8 34.8

Feb ‘12 106.2 54.2 6.7 33

• POP ThE COrK • POP ThE COrK • POP ThE COrK •
MARGARET & George 
Stockdale travelled down to 
Barwon Heads on the Feb 17 
to attend their granddaughter, 
Rachel’s, wedding.

RAChEL STOCKDALE 
married Tim Doubleday. 
Rachel grew up in Blackwood 
with her Parents Ron & Carol 
Stockdale.

MARGARET & George had a 
wonderful time & are so 
proud of their eldest 
granddaughter, Rachel.

L: Rachel Stockdale & Tim 
Doubleday

Below: George & Margaret 
Stockdale

ON JANUARY 10 local celebrant, Genevieve Messenger, wed 
Blackwoodians Simon & Sharon in an intimate ceremony at the 
Cosmopolitan Hotel in Trentham.

Sharon (bride), Rosie, (flower girl & daughter), Simon (groom), Genevieve 
(celebrant) Photo courtesy of Jinny Coyle 

LISA DARWEN – youngest 
daughter of Jenny & Tony of 
Blackwood & Lee Swagerman, 
son of Annette & Harry of 
Ballarat were married at 
Merlin Beach Resort, Phuket, 
Thailand on Saturday January 
28, 2012.

ThEY WERE joined by family 
& friends for the happy 
occasion.

WE WISh them both love & 
happiness for their future 
together.

R: Lee Swagerman & Lisa 
Darwen

www.VectorOpenStock.com

BLACKWOOD
EASTER CARNIvAL

April 7, 2012 10am til 5pm 
Blackwood Reserve, Blackwood

Easter Competition: 
“PAINT A GUMBOOT”

Sections: 
1. Best Gumboot ($100) 

2. Best Scene ($100) 
3. Most Humorous ($100) 
4. Best Child Entry ($50)

Send To: “Easter Carnival” P.O. Blackwood, Vic 3458 or 
DELIVER on Friday April 6, 2012 to Blackwood Sports 

Ground between 1 & 3pm

ENTER “A FLOAT” in the PARADE...  
leaving the Mineral Springs at 10am

• clown • assorted stalls • woodchop comp 
• devonshire teas • sausage & hamburger 

BBQ • bar • drinks • hot dogs •
NEW HOUSE OF HORROR

• childrens races • Tug-O-War • CFA 
special efforts • St. Johns Ambulance •  

& much, much more
For further info contact  

Judith de Groot 5368 6697 
or Elizabeth Hall 5368 6537



4 BLACKWOOD NEWS Apr – May ‘12 Apr – May ‘12 BLACKWOOD NEWS 5 

Pl
ea

se
 le

t o
ur

 a
dv

er
tis

er
s 

kn
ow

 y
ou

 s
aw

 th
em

 in
 th

e 
B

la
ck

w
oo

d 
N

ew
s

B
la

ck
w

oo
d 

N
ew

s 
th

an
ks

 a
ll 

ad
ve

rt
is

er
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
su

pp
or

t.

TRIBUTE TO hERBERT CLAUDE CANN

Our dad Herbert Claude 
Cann, fondly known as 
Herb or Herbie was 
born on April  15,1913 
in Richmond, 
Melbourne. His own 
mother Nell, also lived 
well into her nineties. 
So look out my children!

We often joked that 
Grandpa was so 
old because he was 
well preserved. Dad 
sprinkled every meal 
liberally with salt, 
always testing the salt 
shaker first to check it 
was full. Every cup of 
tea was sweetened with 
2-3 teaspoons of sugar. 
No, he certainly never 

had a weight problem, diabetes or heart disease!

Herb was the youngest of 3 children & the only son, sharing his father’s 
name. His sisters were Ida & Lucy, although he never knew Ida as she 
died from appendicitis before he was born. Auntie Lucy fondly called 
dad “Boy” from a small child right through adult life. They shared a very 
special relationship. Cheryl & Owen’s daughter is the 3rd generation 
“Lucy May”.

Home was always in Terrill St., Blackwood, an old gold mining town 
near Trentham, & still is for my brother Ken & 
his family. Herb went to school in Blackwood 
& remembers Mr. Perry being the teacher. 
Apparently he ran a guest house on the side, 
which was seen as a conflict of interests.

Dad’s father, Herbert Holman, encouraged a 
trade in 1928. He was apprenticed as a baker 
& pastry cook at the age of 15 in Ballan, 14 
miles south of Blackwood. He enjoyed his 
trade but found the long hours, travel on Jess, 
the horse & shift work difficult. We still have 
his original cookbook &, on occasions such as 
Mum’s birthday, he would mix a fruit cake with 
his bare hands, much to Mum’s disgust.

Like his father & uncles before him, who studied 
gold assaying, cyaniding, crushing, etc. at The 
School of Mines in Daylesford, Dad had “gold 
fever” from a very young age. We all know he 
never lost the fever!

His mining interests & work are too great to 
name but can be read about in “This Golden 
Life”,  recorded by The Prospector’s & Miners 
Association of Victoria, of which he was a founding member. His mining 
quests extended from huge sand dumps in Maryborough, Victoria, through 
the Blackwood & Kyneton areas from mid 1930’s right through until the 
80’s.His father & he were very proud to be associated with Captain John 
Williams, later to be knighted as Sir John. Sir John became famous in the 
salvage world as well as learning the gold trade from the Canns. Dad was 
known as “Young Herb’’ & his father as ‘Old Herb”.

Dad went on to train at the Ballarat School of Mines as an engineer, whilst 
having gold leases throughout country Victoria. Anyone who knew Dad 
would know better than to mention the word “gold”. However, rather 
than making his fortune, gold became very difficult  as Dad encountered 
‘red tape’ & obstruction all through his life while trying to fulfil his dream. 
This was with the Victorian Mine’s Dept., Conservation, Rural Water, Shire 
of Kyneton & so on.

When WW2 broke out, Dad enlisted in the army. He was not in the 
services, but the reserves, due to health concerns. He apparently suffered 
blackouts & an erratic heartbeat due to mercury used in smelting in 
mining.  Obviously his heart was stronger than any doctor could expect! 
He worked in the ordinance factory in Maribynong during this time.

Travel was difficult between Maribynong & Blackwood, due to petrol 
rationing. Dad was driving a small car called a Clyno on kero, cheap fuel, 
but highely illegal! Fortunately he was on good terms with the local cop 
who turned a blind eye in Footscray.

Yes Footscray, Dad’s beloved Bulldogs in the AFL. Although only ever 
attending a few games in his lifetime with cousin Bert & the grand kids, he 
was a keen & loyal supporter of the club. Their only premiership he fondly 
remembered was in 1954 with captain/coach Charlie Sutton. He would 
have his radio firmly in his ear on match day & often record scores in his 
little notebook. He knew players & although never meeting Chris Grant, 
was proud he was a Daylesford boy. Andrew, Morgan, Darcy & myself are 
keen supporters too. His only wish was to see another Premiership. Go 
Doggies!

Dad enjoyed all armchair sports whether it was cricket, tennis or the 
Melbourne Cup. He would be well informed of players & scores.

In 1949 he bought the Trentham Bakery & milk round. Only recently he 
was quoting the nos 3,6, 12.’ What are you talking about,  I  said. ‘Oh, 
the SR flour mix. 3 ozs salt, 6ozs cream of tartar {baking Powder} & 12 
ozs plain flour. I used to make up 25 lb of SR Flour for old Mrs. Hare in 
Trentham each week. They had 12 children & she was always cooking 
for the Catholic Church”, he said. Then the next breath was the recipe for 
deadly cyanide from his mining recipe. 3,6,12,3,6,12. 3ozs fine sand, 6ozs 
soda ash & 12ozs of borax glass. It was used to smelt gold before going into 
the crucible he said. Gold was always on his mind.

Selling out of the bakery in 1953, he again returned to gold mining near 
Kyneton. This did however lead to meeting his much younger wife Betty, as 
he assisted the previous mine owner with a move to Gippsland via Upwey. 
Car troubles & a call to sister Lucy assisted in the Upwey courtship. Herbert 
Claude Cann married Betty Leticia Day at Upwey Baptist Church in 1954. 
He was 43yo & Betty 28yo. They returned to Blackwood to live. Kenneth 

Herbert was born in 1957, the last baby 
delivered at Trentham Bush Nursing Hospital 
by Dr Wisewould, followed by myself, Susan 
Elizabeth, in 1959 & Cheryl Helen in 1970 - a 
big surprise!

The family shifted to Glenhuntly in 1960, where 
Dad took up a job at Mayne Nicklaus as an 
engineer for several years. Finally, Herb & Betty 
accepted a temporary caretaker’s position at 
Ormond East P.S., which included the adjacent 
caretaker’s house No 2 Collins St. School was 
just through the gate  &  I truly believed we 
owned that school. This job was to last over 
3 decades. I guarantee it was the cleanest 
school in Melbourne. Both Dad & Mum up 
ladders cleaning windows on the 2 storey 
school, polishing floors, early mornings to get 
the boiler going for heating, the incinerator,& 
endless dust bins. Kids knocking at the door for 
Mr.Cann to get   balls off roofs, mowing & so 
on. 

Mum has always been an active member of 
this church with dad as her right hand man. He 

would be the behind-the-scenes help with setting up for fetes, jockeying 
on the church bus (the old ladies of course) carrying trays, assisting at 
“Drop-In” or whatever was needed. Even 12 mths ago being the Christmas 
elf when Santa couldn’t make it to the “Drop-In “ Christmas party.

Other memories are too many to talk about! The annual Anglesea caravan 
holidays, stopping at Sth Melbourne market on the way to Blackwood 
every weekend! His love of old cars, animals, gardening, Bing Crosby, 
newspapers &, of course his total loyalty & love for mum. 

One of my own favourite memories was the trips to Oakleigh tip. I loved 
the smell & clambering thru the rubbish. But best of all, I was with with 
“my” dad in his bib & brace overalls.

I loved climbing to the top of the pyramid of galvanised rubbish bins over 
the school, even when I was told NO by Dad. Yep, I did fall & it really hurt.

Proudly Dad was present at all the birthdays, Christmases & family events. 
I will truly miss him & always cherish the last mths we shared together 
talking & singing. He was a little man with a big heart. Truly a Golden Life 
over 98 years +10 mths.

~ SUE STREADER (NEE CANN)

“We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to the 

ladies of the Blackwood 
Senior Citizens for their 

efforts in providing a lovely 
afternoon tea following the 
graveside service for our 
Dad, Herb Cann.  Thank 
you also for the kind and 
comforting expressions of 

sympathy conveyed to us in 
so many ways by the people 

of Blackwood.  Dad truly 
loved the town – his final 

resting place.”   
Betty, Ken, Sue, Cheryl & 

Families.

BLACKWOOD SOCIAL ALBuM: FEBruAry MArCh 2012

“Yes, I know it’s cheap – but what on earth is it?” asks Gabrielle of Brenda.  
– photo by Jimmy Olsen

“It’s a great hand bag, just the right size!” says Robina 
– photo by Jimmy Olsen

L-R: Jane & Dorothy have a good natter over Jane’s goodies for sale at the Blackwood Antique Show in March.
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weddings, parties, anything!
hire the Blackwood Hall
kitchen, stage, meeting room

very reasonable rates phone 5368 6537 
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The history of Blackwood is richly related to gold 
discovery in the area which started a gold rush in 
1855. The man who was credited with discovering 
gold on the January 4, 1855 in Blackwood & who 
received the £300 reward was Edward hill. In 
1854 Edward Hill, together with his mate, Isaac 

Povey, left their home in West Bromwich, Staffordshire, England, bound for 
New South Wales. They were members of a party on the Wombat Creek 
(Daylesford) but had limited success. In Oct 1854, Hill came to Melbourne 
for the purpose of fitting out to prospect the Mount Blackwood Ranges, 
being induced to do so from reading a course of lectures delivered in 
England 3 years before, at the Society of Arts, on the goldfields of Australia 
& in particular Mount Blackwood, from its geological formation, would be 
a likely place for gold. 

From January 4, 1855, the day Hill first found gold, until the latter part of 
February, he persevered in prospecting about the Ranges. During this time 
Hill was left by his two remaining mates twice. The first time he was left for 
5 days with only a pannikin of flour & tea & sugar in his tent. They went 
to Ballan under the pretence of fetching out provisions, but on Hill going 
there on the 5th day, he found that they had not intended returning at all. 
It was while his mates were away the second time, that hill struck gold at 
what was named after him, hill’s Tent, Ballan Flat. This became known as 
Red Hill, & was one of the principal camps at Blackwood. On showing his 
mates at Ballan this gold they once again returned with him.

In early April 1855, Chief Commissioner of Goldfields, Mr Wright, estimated 
the population to be upwards of 2,000. The population was estimated by 
the warden to be 10,000. By Sept 1855 the “rush” had reached its climax 
when the population was estimated to be 13,000 people. 

A copy of Hill’s death certificate shows he was 78 years of Simmons Reef 
& a builder. He died of Apoplexy & Paralysis (stroke). He was married 
twice, firstly to Hannah Cox who died & then to Hannah Thornton. His 
children were listed as James deceased, Sarah age 53 yrs, Helena age 52 
yrs, John 50 yrs, Edward 47 yrs, Joshua 44 yrs, Joseph 41 yrs & by second 
wife Samuel age 38 yrs. Informant was his son Edward Hill, Engine Driver 
of Blackwood. Hill had been one year in NSW & 34 years in Victoria

On March 12, 1891 the Bacchus Marsh Express reported the ‘death at 
Simmons Reef of Mr. E. Hill, the discoverer of the Mount Blackwood 
Goldfield, who subsequently successfully claimed a £300 reward for its 
discovery. A goodly number of people were said to have followed his 
remains to their last resting place.(Blackwood cemetery) Mr. Dredge, 
the Wesleyan minister, conducted the funeral service & gave a lengthy & 
stirring address to the assembled on the life of the pioneer.’ 

A monument has been erected on the land at the top of the car park before 
the Sports Ground.

GrAVES IN ThE BLACKWOOD 
CEMETEry – EDWArD hILL

By MArGOT hITChCOCK hISTOrIAN 
FOr ThE BLACKWOOD & DISTrICT 

hISTOrICAL SOCIETy 
Monument sign (right) says – 
Edward hill – the discoverer of 
the Blackwood Goldfield first 
struck gold on January 4th 1855. 
He died in 1891 at Simmons 
Reef.  Ballan Shire – Historical 
Marker 

Erected for the Bi-centenary year 
1788-1988.

Also, Edward Hill’s new monument has 
been erected in the Blackwood cemetery 
by descendant - Phillip Skinner 2008. 
(Methodist J – 46) (Photograph by Margot 
Hitchcock)

Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her 
forthcoming book ‘The History & Pioneers 
of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published 
soon. 

For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot 
Hitchcock – email – margothitchcock@bigpond.com, or P.O. Box 43, 
Blackwood Post Office, Blackwood, 3458. 

Lewis sizes up a new bathtub for Krumm at the 
Progressive Blackwood Garage Sale   ~ photo by Jimmy Olsen

BLACKWOOD SOCIAL ALBuM: EASTEr PhOTOS OF OLD

Ladies in bonnets: Vera Cann, Del Neilson. Boy with Mo: Max 
Matheson. photo courtesy Sandra Spenser

Allan Skinner. photo courtesy Sandra Spenser
Floral Float. photo courtesy Sandra Spenser

Band on float: accordion seated - Jan Matheson, clarinet - Kenny Boxer, sax - Allan 
Skinner, accordion - Frank Whittaker, dish - Jim Morgan, on drum (behind) - Ray Neilson. 

photo courtesy Sandra Spenser

L-R: Allan Skinner, Florie Skinner, Jim Morgan. photo courtesy Sandra Spenser

for only $1.25pw ex GST your 
businesses advertisement will 
support the continued publication 
of Blackwood News.
call 5368 6444 or 9687 3744
or download a rate sheet from
blackwoodnewscom.au



8 BLACKWOOD NEWS Apr – May ‘12 Apr – May ‘12 BLACKWOOD NEWS 9 

hI JINNY, 

WE WERE really surprised to 
discover that Om Vegetarian 
restaurant had opened in 
Blackwood.

WhEN WE lived on Flinders Lane 
in the city we frequented a great 
veggie Indian restaurant on 
Elizabeth St called ‘Om 
Vegetarian’. It was great to stop by 
for dinner when working late  & 
hadn’t any dinner prepared. We 
had been curious as to what was 
going on at the old Cobb  & Co. 
tea rooms & when we looked at 
the sign as we passed the other 
night, we wondered if the new 
Indian restaurant was the same 
lovely people. We dropped in to 
get some takeaway on Saturday 
night, & sure enough it was.

LETTErS TO ThE EDITOr:

The next Blackwood 
ACOUSTIC Revue will be 
held on April 15. Venue 
TBC. Watch out for 
UPDATES on facebook/
blackwoodnews – be 
sure to ‘LIKE US’ so you 
get updates as they 
come in...

ThEY ARE wonderful people  & 
generous of spirit. Perfect for 
Blackwood. They serve yummy 
traditional vegetarian food. 

~ Caroline Parker 

GOOD MORNING, Jinny

WOULD IT be possible to have a 
summary of the severe storms 
which have been occurring in the 
Blackwood area over the last 
eighteen months. I remember that 
there some spectacular 
photographs in an issue of the 
Blackwood News some time ago  
& would appreciate a copy of 
these if possible. Any help you 
can give me would be greatly 
appreciated.

YOUR MAGAzINE is a great read 
- congratulations!

~ Jeanne Stacey

YOU DO an amazing job on the 
B.N.

~ Kerrie Scott 
Central Highlands Water

Blackwood Academy returns 
in April 2012, with special USA 
guests  & a fantastic new venue 
on Sunday, April 15, 2012. 

Shape Note singing session, led 
by the Sacred Harp Singers.

Instrumental workshops with 

special guests from the USA 
- Riley Baugus  & Kirk Sutpin 
(pictured).

Followed by the Revue with 
performances by Hardrive 
Bluegrass band,  & US guests 
Riley Baugus  & Kirk Sutpin.

UNFORTUNATELY MID January there was a theft in Golden Point Road. 
A rather large gas barbecue & brand new extension ladder were stolen 
from a back verandah. There is a suspicion who it may be, but if per 
chance anyone knows of, or has noticed two such items magically 
appearing somewhere, it would be very much appreciated if you could 
kindly contact the Ballan Police on 5368 1303.

IT’S A shame our Blackwood haven isn’t safe from stealing as many of 
us have naively thought.

~ name supplied

• BOuQuETS & BrICKBATS •

T: 5367 4966
Shop 7 Darley Plaza

Gisborne Road
Bacchus Marsh 3340 

Woodside Retreat is perfect for couples or groups seeking a private escape 
in a tranquil parkland setting. This spacious, self-contained 4 bedroom house 
retains its original 1930s charm enhanced by a stylish renovation. Luxury 
features like a plasma TV, double spa bath a contemporary stainless kitchen 
compliment the open fire & polished hardwood floors.

Nestled in the Wombat State Forest, frequently visited by friendly kookaburras, 
kangaroos & wombats, & located just an hour away from Melbourne in historic 
Blackwood. It is the perfect place to unwind, relax & reconnect with family & 
friends.

woodsideretreat.com.au
0410 431 410

Woodbine Cottage
Luxury accommodation in a beautiful mountain village 
just one hour from Melbourne

11 Simmons Reef Road, Blackwood 3458 ph (03) 5368 6770 
for photos & more details visit... www.woodbinecottage.com.au

air conditioning, wood fire, telephone & fax, 
spa bath, stereo, tv & video, double carport, 
washing & drying machines, towelling robes, 
peace, privacy & absolute comfort

 
 

Luxury self contained accommodation set in the  
beautiful village of Blackwood, right in the  

heart of the Wombat State Forest.  
 

Quaint and charming, this fully renovated 2 bedroom 
cottage features queen beds, tastefully equipped     

modern kitchen and furnishings.  
Wood heater set in original stone �re place. Relax on 
the front deck to watch the sun set over the ranges,  

then enjoy a BBQ on the old wood combustion stove, 
eating al -fresco in the outdoor entertaining area.  

 

The perfect place to relax & unwind!  

Blackwood Mineral Springs 
Caravan Park

powered & unpowered sites
overnight caravans

Minerals Springs Picnic Grounds, BBQ’s
600 metres from the township

ph 03 5358 6539 

HOUSE TO RENT
‘WANNAWONG’  

SC 3br • sleeps 9  
• modern facilities  
• close to township 
• reasonable rates  

• weekly or weekend
call Margot 

03 9455 1421  
or 0439 878 062

Bob Ebdon (03) 5368 6720phone:

EXERIENCEIMAGINATION &

Building Design & Permit Drawings

 • MArKET CALENDAr • MArKET CALENDAr • MArKET CALENDAr •
1st SATURDAY 1st SUNDAY 2nd SATURDAY 2nd SUNDAY 3rd SATURDAY 3rd SUNDAY 4th SATURDAY 4th SUNDAY

BALLAN MARKET 
8am-1pm 
Inglis St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am-4pm Railway 
Station

KYNETON 
FARMERS 
8am-1pm 

St Pauls Park

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am-4pm Railway 
Station

CRESWISK 
COMMUNITY 

9am-1pm 
Victoria St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am-4pm Railway 
Station

BREAKFAST 
BAZAAR 

from 9am 
Hepburn Springs

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am-4pm Railway 
Station

DAYLESFORD 
FARMERS 
9am-1pm 
D'ford PS

CASTLEMAINE 
ARTIST MARKET 

10am-4pm 
(not Jan) 

Theater Royal

BALLAN 
FARMERS 
9am-1pm

Mill Cottage

MALMSBURY 
VILLAGE MARKET 

9am-3pm 
(Sept-May) 
Gardens

RIDDELLS CREEK 
FARMERS 
9am-3pm 

(not Dec) PS

TALBOT 
FARMERS 
9am-2pm 

Scandanavian 
Cres

LANCEFIELD & 
DIST FARMERS 

MARKET 
9am-1pm 
High St

LANCEFIELD/
ROMSEY LIONS 

8am-2.30pm (not 
Jan, Jun, Jul) Main 

St

DAYLESFORD 
MAKERS 10am-

3pm 
Town Hall

CASTLEMAINE 
FARMERS  
9am-1pm 
Mostlyn St

DARLEY MARKET 
8am - 1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

WOODEND 
9am-3pm 
High St

TRENTHAM 
SUNDAY MARKET 

9am-2pm 
Main St

TRENTHAM 
INDOOR 

 9.30am-1.30 
TNH Centre

GISBORNE OLDE 
TIME MARKET 

9am-2pm 
Hamilton & Aitken 

TRENTHAM 
FARMERS 
9am-1pm 

Town Square

DARLEY MARKET 
8am - 1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

GISBORNE ALL 
SEASONS 
9am-3pm 

Brantome St

TRENTHAM 
MAKERS 

 9am-1.30pm 
CosmoPl
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View Cottage
fully self contained holiday rental

3 bedroom house with views 
• sleeps 5 • close to town • wood heater 

• BBQ • decking •washing machine & dryer
ring Judith on 03 9315 0576 

or 0408 569 367 

ASHLEY’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE

lawn moving
pruning weeding
all garden maintenance

ASHLEY MARTIN
0488 603 955
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ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
8am ~1st & 3rd Sunday___________________________________

BLACKWOOD UNITING CHURCH
For worship times & events across the Cluster go 

to: www.highlandsclusteruca.org.au
Remember MEDITATION is each fortnight

COMMUNITY STRIDES TOWARDS CANCER CURE

A record number of cancer survivors & carers attended this year’s 
Lancefield/Macedon Ranges Relay For Life, undeterred by rain 
accompanying them for the traditional opening lap & uplifted by 
support from both loved-ones & strangers.

Results for the 10th Anniversary Relay held on March 3 & 4 have 
not been finalised, but the total raised is expected to be more than 
$110,000, falling just short of the amount needed to push the event’s 
overall fundraising tally to $1 million.

The 2012 organising committee reduced the size of the Lancefield 
Park walking track & moved tent sites inside the oval boundary, which 
the 34 teams agreed enhanced the atmosphere. They also injected 
more colour into the ceremonies & acknowledged the founders & 
history of the event.

Evergreens, a new team of retirees from Kilmore, was the highest 
fundraiser with $17,465.95. The Spirit of the Relay award was 
presented to the inaugural committee.

Relay For Life is a major fundraiser for Cancer Council Victoria. Last 
year $5.2 million was raised by events across the state to fund cancer 
research, education, advocacy & support services.
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Planning for the carnival is well on the way... we still need helpers  
for Good Friday, Saturday & Sunday, please.

PROGRESSIvE GARAGE SALE: Thank-you to all who participated 
in the recent Progressive Garage Sale. We had a total of 14 garages 
spread throughout Blackwood & Barry’s Reef.

I hope you all had a fun day, selling lots of goodies & speaking with 
people from out-of-town. DO YOU WANT ANOThER ONE?

Many out-of-towners learnt a lot about Blackwood. They didn’t 
realise that Blackwood had so many streets & places of interest. People 
said that they had always just driven through before & even Greendale 
residents were impressed by the town size. 

A special thank-you to all who took part in this new venture & thank 
-you to Blackwood Hotel for supplying meals-on-wheels, to Judith & 
Lou for selling maps & raffle tickets – we made $200, great!

Map charges paid for advertising & raffle money will be spent on the 
Easter ‘Big Raffle.’ A BIG THANK-YOU TO ALL.

It is with regret that the Eildon Weir trip & the Rye trip have had to 
be cancelled, due to unforeseen circumstances. I apologise for any 
inconvenience.

~ Judith de Groot, Secretary.

Blackwood Senior Citizen’s Centre Inc.
Hello once again from the Blackwood Senior Citizens – almost 

Easter already, how the time flies. Our club is going ahead in leaps & 
bounds with several new members joining us, which is great.

We had a visit from Jacinta Masters, she is the health promotion 
officer – from Ballan District Health & Care – she had lunch with us 
& gave a talk about what is going on at the medical centre. Chris from 
Fire Prevention attended on another day, giving us a talk about bush 
fire danger – to be alert on bad fire days & if necessary leave home 
early.

We miss Neil Heather - he has been absent for several weeks after 
suffering a bad fall & doing damage to his arm – our dear De-anne – 
our kitchen helper, also hurt her arm & was all taped up but she did 
not let the club down & battled on regardless. 

May Burling, one of our nice & very helpful members, has undergone 
knee surgery – all went well & it will be great when she is back at the 
club.

The Club will be organising several bus trips in coming months. 
They will be advertised when this occurs.

Several members of our club went to a meeting up in the Shire 
Offices last week, along with members from Ballan & Bacchus Marsh. 
Robin Salt, Coordinator of Senior Clubs in the district, organised this 
& there was a discussion about what is happening in the coming year 
with our clubs.

The Blackwood Seniors meet in the Blackwood Hall every 
Wednesday, 10.30am – 3pm. Any new members would be made most 
welcome.

Membership fee $8.00. All enquiries 53681561
Until next issue, Kindest Regards,

~ Barb Sweet, (Hon) secretary

Blackwood Cricket Club:
~ no report this issue

Blackwood Special Schools Outdoor 
Education Centre Inc.

~ no report this issue

COMMuNITy GrOuP uPDATES 
Blackwood Association of Commerce

~ no report this issue

Blackwood Crown reserves  
Committee Of Management

The members of Crown Reserves would like to thank Lou for his work 
down the Mineral Springs Caravan Park over the Christmas period. The 
toilet block is nearing completion & the resurfacing is completed so 
sports ground is very good. The hall has karate, play-group & Senior 
Cits all running on a regular basis. This is nice & good for the hall.

We offer our condolences to David Arnold on the loss of his father & 
to the Cann family on the loss of Herb Cann who was a past member 
of Crown Reserves.

The minerals springs has been very busy & now, with the addition of 
a kiosk for milk, bread & papers, ice-cream & lollies it is looking good. 
Thankyou to David & Sally for all the work they have put into it. May 
we wish all a happy & safe Easter.

~ Elizabeth Hall, secretary

Blackwood Caravan Park & Mineral Springs Kiosk update.
The Mineral Springs Kiosk is open for business!
We have been approved by council, & are selling Milk, Bread & 

Papers. In case you run short during the week, we also have essentials 
like tea bags, coffee & chocolate as well as soft drinks, flavoured milk, 
& ice creams if the kids fancy a treat.

We’re really appreciating the local support & are looking forward to 
looking after Blackwoodians essentials!

We are also now selling hot coffee & tea, so pop in for a cuppa & 
enjoy the fresh air outside the kiosk... or grab a coffee on the way to 
work...

The kiosk is open daily 8am – 7pm (except Thursdays when we will 
close around 10am) 

The Caravan Park has been quite busy. The Australia Day weekend 
was a busy one for Lou, as he had a full park & a family of 4 moving 
in! The locals camping weekend was a great success, with many locals 
pitching a tent & some old locals coming back for a visit. Everyone 
seemed to have a fun weekend & all were well behaved, hopefully it 
can become a regular event !!

Labour Day was super busy with all sites fully booked & loads of 
‘ring ins’ popping in, it was a great relief to successfully get through 
our first long weekend on our own.

Easter is looking to be just as busy, if not busier, with lots of bookings 
& of course the Easter Carnival parade leaving from the Springs!

We wanted to give a big shout-out thank-you to everyone who has 
helped & supported us in the big move to Blackwood, it’s a big change 
from our lives in Bacchus, but we’re really loving it.

A special thanks to Lou Henderson, who has spent many hours 
passing on his knowledge of the job & gone beyond the call of duty 
with his offer to be on call for any questions we’ve had (and being the 
first one the scene when Sal tried to burn down the kitchen!) We are 
feeling like we have some big shoes to fill!!

A big thanks to all on the Crown Reserves Committee, everyone has 
been very welcoming & generous with your time.

Thanks to our families for all the practical & emotional support, we 
couldn’t have done it without you. Big Love !

We look forward to seeing you down the kiosk soon!

~ David & Sal, Rangers

Blackwood CErT
The Secretary of the Ballan Lioness Club, Maureen Duggan 

presenting the Committee of Management chairperson Wendy 
Bridgman & team members with a substantial donation to be used 
for the purchase of support & training equipment.

Ballan Lioness Club has operated Steptoe’s Op Shop for over 
5 years; the proceeds from this venture are used to support local 
community organizations, hospitals & schools. Steptoe’s has 

recently moved to new premises; opening Thurs & Fri 9.30am til 3 
pm & Sat 9.30am til 1.00pm. We would urge your support of this 
community minded organization.

~Trevor Hill

Blackwood Cemetery Trust
~ no report this issue

Blackwood CFA
February ended very lively, Blackwood tanker No 1 & crew being 

part of the Strike Team attending fires at Blampied & Ararat. Thanks to 
all involved.

L.P. gas appliances can be a fire danger, make sure all hoses, etc. 
are in good condition &, when loosening connections, make sure that 
they are tested for leaks with soapy water after reconnection.

Having a fire blanket readily available adjacent to the stove 
prevented a serious house fire recently. This proved the necessity of 
having a fire blanket available near your stove.

Remember, Brigade Training is on the first Sunday each month – new 
members welcome.

~ George Stockdale

Blackwood/Barry’s reef LANDCArE
~ no report this issue

Blackwood historical Society
It has been renovation time at the Historical Society.
Thanks to all the members who volunteered their time to give the 

Stables Office area a ceiling. So long Possum, welcome warmer 
meetings.

The projects we have detailed in recent reports still progress. The 5 
Ways sign has been upgraded after we raised concerns with DSE. A list 
of local war participants for the Avenue of Honour has been submitted 
& is currently being reviewed by our Historian & the RSL.

All are welcome to our OPEN DAY on EASTER SUNDAY from 10.30 
am. We encourage all visitors & townsfolk to view the new displays.

~ Michael Boyd (secretary)

Blackwood Playgroup
~ no report this issue

Blackwood Progress Association
EASTER CARNIvAL & WOODChOP is on April 7, 2012. Don’t 

forget to put your floats in the parade & paint your gumboots. 
Come along & have a great day.

L-R: Wendy Bridgman, Maureen Duggan, Johnny 
Kesselschmidt, Linda Byres. photo coutesy Trevor Hill

BLACKWOOD COMMUNITY LINK PROGRAM
Please note that these trips are for everyone. If you are interested in any 
of these trips bookings are essential. Good company & outings so why 
not join us. Come out & have a good time, enjoy yourselves as four walls 
get very boring & lonely.

EARLY REGULAR

Daylesford 8am 8.45am

Trentham 8.15am 9am

Blackwood 8.30am 9.15am

Greendale 8.40am 9.25am

Ballan 8.50am 9.35am

Gordon 9.50am

All trips will be departing at the above times. Bookings are essential

Mrs. Judith de Groot 5368 6697 or Mrs. Vicki Wells 5424 1356

APRIL

Mon 16 Wendouree Shopping Centre FREE

MAY

Tues 8 Rye RSL $45 All incl

Mon 21 Wendouree Shopping Centre FREE

STOCKLAND 
WENDOUREE 

ShOPPING 
vILLAGE

Buses depart at regular times

Yarn bomber hits signage posts at Simmonds Reef Road 

photo courtesy Darrin Cambus
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What is the current status of approvals for the project?
The approval processes are continuing. Central Highlands Water (CHW) 
& Water Infrastructure Group (WI Group) must satisfy the extensive 
environmental considerations applicable to the development of a new 
sewerage system in Blackwood. 
Construction will commence when all necessary approvals have been 
received & at this stage the system is expected to be completed mid-late 
2013, subject to obtaining approvals & of course the weather.
So what is happening in town during this phase of the project?  
The WI Group project team has been active in your neighbourhood lately. 
You may have seen them around town as they have been checking electrical 
switchboards on properties being sewered within the Country Towns 
Sewerage Scheme, undertaking survey works & taking pre-construction 
photos. 
If electrical switchboards are found to need updating to allow for connection to 
a low pressure pump sewerage device, the cost of this will be borne by CHW. 
Letters have been sent to property owners regarding these activities, however 
we encourage owners to contact WI Group on 1800 724 925 if you have any 
queries.  
CHW is continuing to respond to a range of individual property enquiries. 
We will provide further information about the shares process & property 
assessments in future communications, however if you have any questions in 
the interim please contact CHW on 1800 888 663. 
When will further information be provided?  
Further information will be provided to you as it becomes available. Project 
information is also available on the CHW website www.chw.net.au

Greendale Country Pub

  

 

Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341

5368 1355

your hosts: Greg & Karen Popple

TUES: Parma & Pasta $12–$14 meals
THUR: normal menu + Steak night $25

KARAOKE
Friday 2nd Dec 2011

stocking all the necessities in the
General Store open 7 days from 8am

PUB open 7 days from 12 noon
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The first abutment is in place for the new Martin Street bridge. The old one was 
destroyed during the Feb 2011 floods. photo courtesy Jimmy Olsen 

Tammy, George & Buddy check out the new multi-purpose building at the 
Sports Ground. The building includes showers, toilets & shelter. 

~ photo courtesy Jimmy Olsen 

The bridge on North Blackwood Road, still called the Tip Road by some, has 
been demolished to make way for a new one. 

The bridge seen in the photo is a temporary foot bridge. 
photo courtesy Jimmy Olsen 

MAJOR WORKS IN BLACKWOOD

Heinz & Ange welcome you to the

OPEN: noon til late (closed Tuesdays)
Meals: noon til 2 & 6-8 snacks other times

Al Fresco dining on the deck - Bar Menu available take-away

WEDNESDAY: $14 parma or basket & pot
THURSDAY: $13.50 meals

FRIDAY: $3 pots 5.30-7.30pm 
SPECIALS BOARD CHANGES WEEKLY

FRIENDLY FAMILY ATMOSPHERE
• Auto & Bike clubs welcome •

phone: 5368 6501

Post O�ce: Mon-Fri 10am-1 & 3-5pm Sat 10-11
please pick up your mail regularly as it is sent back after 30 days

ThE KUMARS COME TO BLACKWOOD

The Cobb & Co Tearooms have been re-incarnated as the Om Vegertarian 
Restaurant. Run by the Kumar family, who have a restaurant in Flinders St, 
it will be open 11-9 Tuesday to Sunday serving soul food & Indian Marsala 
tea.                                                               ~ photo courtesy Jimmy Olsen
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Monday Apr 2

Monday Apr 16

Monday Apr 30

Monday May 14

Monday May 28

Your local state MP, Mr Don Nardella MLA
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 9743 
9825 or by email don.nardella@parliament.vic.
gov.au should you have any matters you wish to 
discuss.

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

The GARDEN of ST ERTH

open 7 DAYS a WEEK
Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm 

Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun
Membership & gift vouchers available

Apr 15: Growing Garlic 
Apr 22: Growing & pruning berries
May 27: Winter Perennial Maintenance

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, 
farm produce/produce store 

ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee 
confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF
1 Market St ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

CLEANER WANTED for 
Woodbine Cottage.

CALL BRENDA 5368 6770

FREELANCE WEB Programmer 
needed... proficient in XCart, 
WordPress, Joomla + forms & 
Java Script & have ability to 
adapt to various proprietary & 
open-source CMS’s. 

ON-GOING WORK... much of 
the work could be done in own 
time & office though sometimes 
you will work with me in my 
Blackwood or Footscray office.

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT will be 
required to sign a confidentiality 
agreement.

PLEASE EMAIL resume to FLUX 
DESIGN STUDIOS jinny@
fluxdesignstudio.com.au

‘Legs’ O’Loughlan. Enough said! 
~ photo courtesy Lois Lane

Telephone  
0438 309 902  
or 5368 6765

Email  
michael@michaelbascombe.com

Dr Michael Bascombe 
(B.V.M.S.B.Sc.Dip P.H.)

offering Holistic Veterinary Services
and regular services for all animals
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BOUNTIFUL hARvEST

hEAThER & Tim Marsh are 
happy to show off newly-born 
baby girl, Juniper Anwen Marsh 
(the middle name is Welsh – not 
Lord of the Rings!).

JUNIPER WAS born on Thursday, 
March 15 at 9.10pm at the 
Bacchus Marsh Hospital, 
weighing in at 7 pounds, 12 
ounces. Big brother Rufus was 
the original Blackwood Babe & 
featured on the front page of the 
FebMar 2012 issue of Blackwood 
News.

hEAThER SAYS “Excellent 
labour - we were all feeling so 
well that we went home the next 
day.”

fluxdesignstudio.com.au

 sponsors of blackwood news 
melbourne
4 bunbury street
footscray 3011
p 03 9687 3744
f 03 9687 4944

blackwood
rmb 100
trentham 3458
p 5368 6444

BLACKWOODIANS STOMP FOR LOST SOLDIERS

On Jan 26, 2 old soldiers from Blackwood, Clint Stretton & Denis McCarthy, 
took part in the first ever “RAR Buddies Stomp for Support” (Royal 
Australian Regiment) to raise money for the soldiers lost in Afghanistan & 
their families.

The event was held all over Australia in major cities, with the Melbourne 
Stomp conducted at the Botanical Gardens, where 20 retired, broken 
soldiers walked the Tan Track as far as they could for their Brothers in 
Arms. They raised over $20,000 in about a month, with all proceeds going 
to Legacy. 

Although a good deal older, Denis pulled up a lot better the next day than 
Clint.

Clint Stretton & Denis McCarthy at Blackwood Hotel. 

 ~ photos courtesy Clint Stretton

POSITIONS 
VACANT
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 The next phase of operations occurred just before Allied forces 
crossed the Rhine River at Wesel for the final drive into Germany 
when, at night, the two Jacks attacked enemy forces just ahead of the 
river crossing. While flying at low level, they sighted the long white 
steam plume of a train & closed in to drop two bombs on it, or so they 
thought. Within seconds there were two bright white flashes on either 
side of the locomotive & the train continued to move slowly. Realising 
that two flares (normally used to identify targets on very dark nights) 
had been dropped by mistake instead of bombs, they did a circuit & 
strafed with cannon & machine-gun fire the locomotive which caused 
it to catch on fire & explode. 

On Feb 22,1945, 7,000 Allied aircraft took part in one of the biggest 
single, most dramatic & dangerous daylight air operations of the 
war, Operation Clarion, a massive daylight onslaught 
that, it was confidently expected, would overwhelm 
the already overcommitted German railway repair 
organisation, result in the softening up & redeployment 
of the flak defences employing as they did at the time 
more than one & a half million service personnel, 
clearly demonstrate to the German Nation the full 
extent of Allied air supremacy & bring about an early 
end to the war in Europe. At the same time, it was 
obvious that an operation such as this would attract 
intense resistance by the Germans with their fighters 
very active & flak defences on high alert. The three 
Mosquito squadrons operated together in this massive 
strike & intruded deeper into Germany, well beyond Bremen & 
Hanover. Because of the large number of aircraft involved, crews had 
to be on continuous lookout for other aircraft, both friendly & hostile, 
to change direction constantly as targets were sought & to steer clear 
of known flak batteries. As a result it was difficult, despite their special 
skill in low level navigation, for crews to know exactly where they 
were. At one stage, the two Jacks happened to fly alongside a Luftwaffe 
aerodrome & sighted 3 parked Junkers 88 night fighters which they 
dared not attack in daylight because of the heavy concentration of flak 
that always defended enemy aerodromes.

They then followed northwards along a railway line, strafing various 
targets until they reached the outskirts of Bremen, then changed course 
to the south west & came across a goods train in a siding. They turned 

to attack but were immediately fired on at close range by anti-aircraft 
guns mounted on the train. A hail of bright orange tracer bullets passed 
all around their aircraft but, miraculously they were not hit. However 
their luck soon ran out, as shortly afterwards when flying between 
two known flak batteries at tree top height, they received a direct 
hit at the rear of their aircraft that brought about a hole about half a 
metre in diameter in the main plane just ahead of the tail unit. As a 
result, the damage made it very difficult for Jack Palmer to control their 
aircraft but they managed to get back safely to their base at Rosieres-
en-Santerre in France where they had to make an emergency landing.

Operation Clarion, although fairly successful, was by far the most 
dangerous in which the two Jacks took part, rivalling as it did the raids 

on Gestapo headquarters. Out of the 53 Mosquitoes 
despatched by 140 Wing nine 17% failed to return. This 
was a disastrous result, as the 18 crew members lost 
included some of the Wing’s most experienced pilots 
& navigators. As well, as a result of damage by flak, a 
mere 7x 464 Squadron Mosquitoes were serviceable 
to operate that night. The high rate of attrition, both of 
aircraft & crews, could not be sustained &, as a result, 
Operation Clarion was the last large-scale operation 
of the war to be undertaken by Mosquito Fighter 
Bombers. Although not obvious to the two Jacks after 
their return from this operation , the Squadron Medical 
Officer decided that they were in a depressed, nervous 
condition & were due for a rest. They then spent 2 

weeks leave in London.
On April 20, they returned to operations on a bombing & strafing 

patrol along the Kiel Canal when they witnessed at close range a 
Mosquito Bomber Command raid on a town beside the Canal that 
lasted 4 minutes from the dropping of sky chandelier markers & 
ground target indicators to the completion of the raid. Their second-last 
wartime operation was a ground-controlled bombing raid on Bremen 
from a height of 10,000 feet which required them to fly straight & level 
for several minutes before releasing their bombs, a rather risky tactic 
that might well have made them sitting ducks to attacks by German 
night fighters which, even at that late stage of the war, were still very 
active.

... to be continued next issue Pl
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After a month or so in Broome, Wing Commander Rose, who was 
CO of RAAF signals in WA, arrived. He instructed Hugh Whitford 
& me to move into a house on the edge of town with 7 army men 
who were taking part in a “Hush Hush” operation. The operation & 
the reason why Hugh & I were sent to the army unit I will explain 
later in the section entitled “The Situation & the Poker Game”. We 
were isolated from the airstrip & had no connection with the RAAF 
personnel we were previously living with.

Staff SGT Joe Ellis was in charge, Alf Dellow from 
Williamstown was the cook (if you can call him that), 
& there were four Karna operators & an electrician. 
One of the army Karna operators, Col Murray from 
Footscray, was forever saying he would like to be home 
having a cantaloupe & ice cream at “Russell Collins” (a 
select restaurant in Collins St. Melbourne). It certainly 
made your mouth water at the mere thought of it. 

No paperwork existed regarding our move from the 
RAAF unit to the army “Hush Hush” unit, & in the 
ensuing months the RAAF expanded & was operating 
40 ZFC (Zone Filter Centre) & apparently Hugh & I 
were still listed on their WT strength.

With two WT’s less, they were having difficulty 
manning the watches until someone realised that 
Hugh & I were the two operators missing.

It was some high-ranking officer who appeared at 
the army unit house & ordered us to pack our gear 
& report to the Zone Filter Centre. My reply to this 
order was, “Sure we will do that, but you should know 
that we have been stuck here & forgotten for twelve 
months without leave”. Result – we were sent on leave 
in a few days & after leave returned to 40 ZFC Broome.

To go on leave we were able to get a ride on a DC3, which was 
travelling north to Batchelor, near Darwin – south to Alice Springs 
overnight, then onto Adelaide. The plane was loaded with frozen meat 
& we were the only ones travelling with the cargo. Between Batchelor 
& Alice Springs we ran into a violent electrical storm which tossed the 
plane around violently. Hugh was airsick & was only able to lie down 
on the frozen meat – I have often wondered where that contaminated 
meat ended up.

WhAT ARE ThE PROBABILITIES?
After the big air raid on Broome March 3, 1942, the remains of the 

two flying boats closest to shore could only be accessed on foot at the 
low point of a King Tide, & then only with difficulty because of the 
rushing outpour of a tidal creek about 50 feet wide. 

On reaching the two wrecks, time was limited because, after 
following the tide going out, there was only about 20 minutes before 
the tide started to come back in again – its speed has to be seen to 
be believed. I was able to find a Vary Pistol (Flare Gun) & a small 

case containing clothing to fit a large male, a thermos flask containing 
a rice meal &, wrapped in underclothing, were some private papers 
written in Dutch. I dried the papers with care & some time later army 
intelligence called at our house & asked if anybody had salvaged 
anything from the wreck &, being a good boy, I handed the papers in. 
The papers indicated that the man’s name was “Van Der Werf” & his 
address was Surabaja, Java, Indonesia. 

When I arrived in Broome in May 1943 there was a 
wooden packing case cross above the high water mark 
in the vicinity of the Roebuck Bay Hotel & written on 
the cross were the words “Unknown Dutchman Buried 
here”. The photo of this cross I also handed onto the 
Historical Society, & as no male by the name of “Van 
Der Werf” appears in any of the records of this air raid 
– by the law of probabilities & the circumstances it is 
most possible that the unknown Dutchman buried on 
the beach was “Van Der Werf”. 

RETURN TO BROOME
In September, 1984 my wife Phyl & I returned to 

Broome on a trip of nostalgia 40 years on. The house 
the army “Hush Hush” unit, Hugh & I operated from 
was exactly the same, except for the slit trench being 
filled in. I knocked on the door, stated my interest in 
the house & was willingly shown over the premises by 
the lady of the house; it was almost as if time had stood 
still. 

I had often wondered about the wrecks of the flying 
boats in the bay & my enquiries indicated that they still 
existed. The only time I could get out to the wrecks 
whilst we were in Broome was at the lowest possible 
tide; about 5pm one evening, which was very dicey 

because dusk & darkness followed at a fast rate. I was determined to 
give it a go & set off alone through the mangroves, following the tide 
out. I crossed the tidal creek, which was not as difficult as it used to 
be because of work along the shore which cut off a large area of the 
mangrove swamp. The thongs I wore proved to be in hindrance & I 
found it easier to go barefoot & carry the thongs & camera. 

On reaching the wreck upon which I found the case of the Dutchman 
“Van Der Werf”, I placed my thongs on the plane’s fuselage above 
the waterline & proceeded to take photos. The tide did not go out 
far enough to leave the wrecks completely exposed & it had already 
turned & was on its way in.

Keeping in mind the fall in the tide is between 28 to 30ft, & it was 
really starting to “move”.

... to be continued next issue

ALAN WELLSLEy GrIFFIN 59697 LAC 30-7-42 TO 4-3-46 (CONTINUED)

Defending Broome with twin.5 calibre machine guns
Alan Griffin (myself) at the controls of an AR7 receiver inside the Army “Hush 

Hush” Unit - Broome

“The plane was 
loaded with frozen 
meat & we were 
the only ones 

travelling with the 
cargo. Between 

Batchelor & Alice 
Springs we ran into 
a violent electrical 

storm which tossed 
the plane around 
violently. Hugh 

was airsick & was 
only able to lie 

down on the frozen 
meat – I have often 

wondered where 
that contaminated 
meat ended up.” 

SOME EArLy MEMOrIES OF BLACKWOOD: JACK STrINGEr

“On Operation 
Clarion, a massive 
daylight onslaught 

that, it was 
confidently expected, 
would overwhelm the 

already overcommitted 
German railway repair 

organisation.” 

JACK rAyNEr’S WAr ExPErIENCES (CONTINUED)

continued from FebMar 2012.

Then the next venture at Blackwood was to transform his chook pens 
into a plant nursery, specialising in ferns & hanging baskets. Once again, 
Jack gave away more baskets than he sold. During this period, Jack had 
a vision of giving donkey & cart rides around the Blackwood township. 
Unfortunately, although he had the cart & the donkeys, due to council 
regulations his idea did not eventuate. The donkeys, Sambo & Sheree, lived 
long & happy lives on Jack’s property until 28 & 30 years of age.

Jack started accumulating trash & treasure & became a bit of a ‘Steptoe’, he 
literally had items from timber to the ‘kitchen sink’!

Other pastimes during his weekends in Blackwood were gold panning, & 
playing the card game, Euchre. He loved to dress up & act the fool at many 
of the Driscoll Christmas parties, which were held at the old home that was 
on the current Mackie Road site. He was known for his punting, but the 
family only heard of the winnings, not about his losses.

Jack’s grandson Travis was very close to his pop. During late teens, he lived 
part-time with Jack & Daphne whilst he studied at a local TAFE. 

In his latter years Jack had two heart attacks, prostate cancer &, in 2003 
was diagnosed with dementia. Helen lived with & cared for Jack for 10 
months after Daphne had a bad fall & was in hospital & rehab. Daphne’s 
sister Dossie also helped out on numerous weekends to give Helen some 
relief, however it did become necessary for Helen to resign from her job. 
After Jack was placed in care, Helen became the primary visitor & contact 

& spent many hours with Jack, giving him extra comfort & support for the 
last 7 years. Jack cherished Helen’s regular visits. 

Jack’s family has obviously grown. Terry & Maureen had 3 children – 
David, Mathew & Kylie. David & Tammy have 2 children, Zahlia & Saige. 
Mathew & Renee have 4 children, Jack (junior), Aleah, Penny & Sam. Jack 
was named after the two great grandfathers. Kylie & Jonathon were married 
in April last year, Terry & Angela moved to NSW in July 2010.

Helen & Peter have 2 children, Travis & Sheree. Travis & his wife Cherie live 
in America & have 3 daughters, Taylor, Brooke & Lauren. Sheree & Micheal 
have 4 children Bree, Jai, Abby & Zara.

Diane & Dennis have 2 children Kathryn & Trent & Kathryn has a son, 
Connor.

Jack was an extremely hard worker & very tough. He could really swing 
an axe & lift heavy timber with ease. He was a gentleman & would always 
help anyone who needed assistance, whether he knew them or not. He 
had a good relationship with his grandchildren. Some of the younger great 
-grandchildren were born after his dementia was diagnosed, but he still 
really enjoyed their visits. His carers have all remarked, once again, on 
what a gentleman he was & what an easy patient he was to care for.

Jack passed away peacefully in Chestnut Gardens Aged Care facility on 
December 13, 2011.

~ Dianne Stringer
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BLACKWOOD WAS longtime a Foxie town, still is, say the elders (just 
take a look at the dogs they keep). Although they may no longer yap at 
each & every street corner, I’ll wager our Foxies are in no danger of 
extinction just yet.

YOUNG STANLEY (9yo) is a proud example of the once ubiquitous 
Blackwood (impure) Fox Terrier breed. In his tiny chest beats the heart 
of a lion – which he uses to great effect in patrolling the neighbourhood. 
He is spoken of, in hushed tones, as the Scourge of Wall Street. Don’t 
expect him to be civil before an official introduction &, for God’s sake, 
don’t approach him if he is sitting in his car.

PENNY, ON the other hand, is a darling of the Meet & Greet variety, 
front-of-house, a reception chick, a real love. A tousled-haired platinum 
blond Westie (West Highland Terrier) & still looking great after 5 years 
at the job.

ShE IS quite capable of catching the mice she chases, but lets Stanley 
in for the kill every time. What a treasure. She’ll even perfume-up for 
him. The roo & duck poo blend makes him weak at the knees.

~ Jimmy Olsen

Dear Pet Guru,

Dear Percy,
Now that’s a coincidence! I once had a pimple 
called Percy but I squeezed it & it went away.

signed Pet Guru

I have read your stuff & I think you are 
an egotistical, pretentious know-all. I once 
has a goat called Guru & he stank so bad 
that I had to get rid of him.

~ signed Percy from Portarlington

BLACKWOOFS

IN A MEDICAL EMERGENCY ring 000 & ask for an 
ambulance BLACKWOOD CERT will be activated.

Find out other URGENT news  
http://twitter.com/blackwoodvic

hEy KIDS...

Love Pet Guru? The whole series (24 cards) is now available as individuals 
postcards look for them @ The Blackwood Merchant, Blackwood PO & Garden 
of St Erth cafe @ $2.30 ea or $13.80 for a set of 6. Series 1 were published in 

Blackwood News in 2008/09, series 2: 2009/2010, series 3: 2010-2011

Call Genevieve 0407013014

over 200 Weddings o�ciated
Trainer of Celebrants since 2003
www.genevievemessenger.com

❤ inspiration❤ creativity❤quality ❤
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FROM ThE DESK OF CAThERINE KING: 
PARLIAMENT hEARS OF LOCAL NBN ROLL OUT

The benefits of the roll-out of the National Broadband Network across the 
Ballarat Electorate were highlighted today by Federal Member for Ballarat, 
Catherine King, during a speech in Federal Parliament.

“The foundations of Australia’s telecommunications network were laid over 
100 years ago and, while they may have served us well then, if we don’t 
modernize our ICT infrastructure we are at risk of strangling our economy,” 
Ms King said.

“That is why I am very pleased that my community has been given a head 
start.”

The speech outlined the work underway on the fibre cable to connect 
businesses  & residents in Bacchus Marsh  & the similar project to soon 
follow in Ballarat.

Ms King also highlighted the progress on the fixed wireless element of the 
NBN network to areas around Ballarat  & in the Hepburn  & Moorabool 
Shires.

“I don’t want my region left behind when it comes to the delivery of the 
fastest  & most efficient communications we can have,” Ms King said.

“There will be challenges in our community as this roll out occurs.  I 

acknowledge  & understand that, particularly with the fixed wireless 
network.

“It is very important that NBN Co gets community consultations right  & 
that it operates with the highest level of transparency, whether it is the 
proponent in local planning applications or one of the potential end users.   
As a community we should expect no less.”

However, Ms King told Parliament the NBN was a vital piece of 
infrastructure for the community which offers the region a significant 
competitive advantage.

“During visits to schools in my electorate I constantly hear how high-
speed broadband delivered by NBN will change the way students access 
information  & schools communicate with each other,” Ms King said. 

“Our universities know how the NBN will provide opportunities for 
collaborative learning between institutions both within the region  & the 
nation  & with their counterparts internationally.

“The already excellent health care facilities in Ballarat  & region will be 
enhanced even further with the NBN enabling video consultations, remote  
& real time diagnosis of tests  & scans,  & the high-speed secure transfer of 
medical imaging  & patient records.

“There are significant business opportunities as well as the NBN opens 
Ballarat business up to international markets,” Ms King told Parliament. 

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL

in store: 

all clothing 1/2 price
 

OPEN: Thur, Fri, Sat 

Chrissy’s Country
147 Inglis Street, Ballan  

call 0425 749 478 anytime

shop online anytime...
cards & wrapping, ladies & children’s 
clothing, giftware, bears, jewellery, 

scarves, make-up, toys
www.chrissyscountry.com.au

A TIME TRIP FOR KIDS..IMAGINE !!!

What do you think it was like living in Blackwood in the 1860’s? 

You live in a hut with calico walls, a log cabin or, if you’re lucky, a small 
cottage.

There is no electricity, no taps with hot & cold water, no telephone, no 
washing machine, radio, TV, or computer.

Where did you get your water? How did you cook your food,  & what did 
you do for light at night?

ThINGS TO DO (with parents’ consent, & or supervision)...

• Carry a bucket of water to your home from the river.

• Make a campfire  & cook some bacon & eggs, boil a billy for a mug of 
tea. No teabags!

• Find out how to make a slush lamp, or take one candle into a room & 
do a jigsaw or read a book, use no other lighting. 

• For entertainment after dinner, sing a song or recite a poem to the family.

• Can you find out which is the oldest house still being used in Blackwood?

• Have some fun, don’t burn your fingers! Don’t spill the water! 

Was it easy being a Pioneer Kid?

Just a suggestion…

A novelty event for Easter would be for the girls to wear a long skirt  & go 
get a bucket of water from the river  & carry it back to the oval without 
spilling it. First one back dry is the winner.

For the boys, begin at one point with a box of matches, run 10 metres 
light a candle, run back without the candle going out. It’s not as easy as 
it sounds! I would like to donate a prize for this event if it was OK’d by 
the committee. If someone would like to run this event, let me know & I’ll 
send the prizes up with my sister, or with Phil Skinner, 

~ BEv COOPER

Family Day Care  
now available  
in Dales Creek
Long day care, before  
and after school, weekends,  
after hours care available
CCB rebate approved.

Please call Phyllis 5368 6306 for more details
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download colour BLACKWOOD NEWS FREE from 
www.blackwoodnews.com.au 

 – to be the first to see new issues subscribe to our eList 

The Great Trentham Spudfest 
Friday 18 - Saturday 19 May 2012

Mark your diaries now.
Spudtastic fun, food, music, displays, 

children’s games & activities, historical & 
machinery displays, spuds for sale & much 

more!
www.trenthamspudfest.org.au 

Renegades Hot Rod & Custom Club decorate the front of Blackwood Hotel
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by Kathie Strmota

The symptoms of winter infections range 
from mild sniffles to inflamed lungs, rasping 
coughs, aching muscles & extreme fatigue. 
Support your body with lots of rest & good 
nutrition, as soon as symptoms begin. 

These infections can only take hold when your immunity is reduced 
(by poor diet & lifestyle, sudden chills, shocks & disappointments, & 
being generally rundown & over-stressed) so it’s better to support your 
immune system all year round to prevent getting sick in the first place. 
(Preventative support was discussed in the last issue.)

Metaphysically, infections indicate you have an internal conflict 
which you are unaware of, refuse to admit or have chosen to avoid. 
There is fear that if you face the issue, you will have to lose or give 
something up, so you prefer to suppress it & put off making a decision. 
Reflect on what may be confronting you, try to identify & face it & find 
the courage to make a decision. If you resolve to take clear action, 
your immune system will act more efficiently to clear the infection.

Garlic is a natural antibiotic, & vitamin C & Zinc are immune 
-supportive. Take these preventatively from mid-autumn & right 
through winter, & increase if symptoms arise. Preventatively, take a 
daily dose of 1-2 caps garlic oil (or 2-3 cloves), eat lots of fresh, ripe, 
raw fruit & vege for vit C & antioxidants (plus extra 500-1000mg vit C if 
you’re rundown), & increase zinc foods (fish, lean meat & animal liver, 
nuts, cheese, yoghurt, broccoli, cabbage, brussels sprouts, parsley) or 
take 5-10mg daily as a supplement. During infection, take 2-6 caps 
garlic oil daily (or lots of cloves), 1-2g vit C in divided doses, & 10-
15mg zinc. Rosehips tea, with honey & lemon, is an excellent source 
of vit C & flavonoids, & a delicious drink, hot or cold. Fresh-made fruit 
& vege juices are also concentrated nutrition. 

When symptoms are present, you can take Echinacea root & leaves, 
as tea or capsule, to raise white blood cell count & boost immunity. 
This herb is medicinal & not for everyday dietary use. Organic acids (in 
the liquid from your pickles jars, lemon juice, & vinegars, esp. apple 
cider vinegar) have germ-killing effects. Include these in teaspoon 
doses through the day when you’re sick & add lemon juice to water 
& herbal teas. 

My mum’s remedy, to prevent worsening when symptoms begin, is 
to swallow a shot-glass of brandy with 1-2 whole or crushed cloves of 

hEALTh BASICS: 
COLDS, FLu & ChEST INFECTIONS … FACE yOur FEAr

garlic, before bed, & wrap up warmly to increase body temperature. 
More than anything else, the body needs rest when the immune system 
is working hard. Don’t keep pushing yourself when you start to feel 
sick. The sooner you get to bed, & stay there, the sooner you’ll be back 
on your feet.

The appetite loss that comes with colds & flu often makes it hard to 
get good nutrition while sick. Supplements, herbal teas & juices are 
easiest at these times. The classic chicken vegetable soup remedy is 
supportive because it supplies nutrients in a way that takes minimal 
energy to digest.

Most importantly, drink lots of water to keep the body hydrated 
during the sweats. Muscle aches & body weakness can be eased by 
replenishing glucose & electrolytes, especially when you can’t eat at 
all, with juice or a ‘sports drink’ or a balanced electrolyte powder like 
Gastrolyte.

Affirmations for infections: I willingly choose to see the truth of 
this situation. I fearlessly choose to take decisive action. I trust that 
blessings will come.

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
PHYSIOTHERAPY

@ Trentham Community Health Centre
Tuesdays & Thursdays

phone 5324 1228 for an appt
back pain | neck pain | sports injuries | 

headaches
Private & Health Care funded  

James Dickinson, B.Phys

THRIVE Treatment Centre

www.thrivetreatment.com.au

IN PAIN? STRESSED?
Try Scenar Therapy for

Chronic Conditions
Pain Relief 

Sports Injuries
Women’s Health

call Brenda 5368 6770

BLACKWOOD NEWS DOWNLOADS 
February & March 2012
Advertising in Blackwood News is a good business decision.

There were 16,101 issues of Blackwood News downloaded over the past 
2 months!

More than 8,000 sets of eyes saw your ad in the last issue – & if you 
advertised in an earlier issue you are still getting value out of your hard 
earned dollars.

TOP 10 downloads 
over Feb Mar period

February 2011 to 20March 2012

JunJul09 293

AugSept09 263

OctNov09 209

Dec08Jan09 513

AprMay10 346 141

JunJul10 368 122

OctNov10 636 1172

FebMar11 811 1228

AprMay11 356 142

JunJul11 360

AugSept11 492 79

DecJan11 38 548

FebMar 12 6520 1757

TOTAL 10552 5549

Following are the search terms used to find blackwoodnews.com.au... 
including spelling mistakes! FEBRUARY: blackwood news, blackwood 
merchant, news in blackwood, blackwood easter carnival 2012, 
wiggles mascot, blackwood easter carnival, blackwood news headlines, 
blackwood newspaper, blackwoodnews, blackwoods news, blackwwod 
news, fireman ball lyonville 2012, firemans ball lyonville 2012, lyonville 
fireman ball 2012, lyonville firemans ball, lyonville firmen ball cfa 
2012, lyonville news, mail dropping blackwood, 19 main st lyonville, 
blackwood bacchus marsh bus MARCH: blackwood news, blackwood 
newsletter, blackwood newspaper, blackwood easter carnival, blackwood 
merchant, blackwood news facebook, blackood local nes, blackwood 
easter carnival 2012, blackwood news au, blaqckwood in news, news 
blackwood, news in blackwood, blackwood news victoria, haunted 
australia tcv series episode 5, job blackwood, you have done a brilliant 
job

PRIME MINSTRELS

I was born in 1952 
We were ruled by Pig Iron Bob 
Menzies loved both Queen & Country 
But was too long in the job

Then at Cheviot Beach one day 
Harold said to Zara on a whim 
“I know the surf is dangerous 
Still I’m going for a swim”

While Holt was now sharkbait 
Replaced by someone called McEwan 
He hung around for a week or two 
But no-one really knew him

Along came Billy McMahon 
Both short  & with big ears 
With beautiful Sonia by his side 
I am told he was actually queer

John Gorton looked like a dried up prune 
His days they would be numbered 
When Gough declared that “it’s time” 
He left broken & most humbled

ADVErTISING rATES @ $2per col cm

TRADIES w45mm X h50mm $10 

BUSINESS CARD w95mm X h50mm $20

2x BUSINESS CARD long w95mm X h105mm $40

2x BUSINESS CARD wide w195mm X h50mm $40

3x BUSINESS CARD long w50mm X h160mm $64

1/2 page long w95mm X h270mm $108

full page w195mm X h270mm $216
In commercial advertisements in newspapers, traders must include two 

pieces of information: 
1. their own name or their company name or their registered business name. 

& 
2. either: The street address of their business or a business name registration 

number or a business licence number such as their licence number to be an 
estate agent or plumber (note: an ACN or ABN is not sufficient)

~ Fair Trading Act advertising requirement June 2004
It is the advertiser’s responsibility to ensure correct information is supplied 

for their ad.
Booking forms & specs can be downloaded from BlackwoodNews.

com.au

Whitlam was both visionary  & radical 
But was dogged by the loans affair 
Cairns, Morosi, Conners & Kemlani 
He was sacked by Sir John Kerr

Now an arrogant Malcom Fraser 
Was ruthless  & relentless 
But the as the years have passed by 
He has developed a social conscience

Bob Hawke was everyone’s Great Mate 
He led the country into globalisation 
Though he didn’t really do much 
He was loved by this great nation

In the shadow of Bob Hawke 
Was his treasurer Paul Keating 
After a few years as Prime Minister 
He took a savage beating

Along came Little Johnny Howard 
On the world stage he made his mark 
By ordering our military forces 
To invade Afghanistan & Iraq

What did you make of Kevin Rudd 
He was really big on talk 
He could promise this  & promise that 
But he couldn’t walk the walk

Replaced by Julia Gillard 
You know, the one we call Big Red 
Now I think that her carbon tax 
Will see Tony Abbott as PM instead

~ Tony Hawkins
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Tudor Roses Timeless Threads 
Fabric, Threads, Haberdashery, Kits, Quilting & 

hand-dyed fabrics 
41 Park Street, Trentham. 3458 

Studio open most Fridays’ & Saturdays’ 
and anytime by appointment, please call 

Tamara on 54241 475: Mobile 0429 339600 

 

 
 

 

 

Lavandula
~ lunch under the trees ~ explore 
the gardens ~ walk up to the olive 
grove ~ find the farm animals  ~ 

relax on a rug, listen to the 
birdsong ~ visit the 1860’s Swiss 
Italian farmhouse ~ shop in the 
Barn, talk with the gardeners ~ 
come to our festivals ~ discover 

Swiss Italian history ~

open 10.30am-5.30pm except Wed & Thur
garden entry $3.50

350 Hepburn-Newstead Rd,
Shepherds Flat
03 5476 4393

www.lavandula.com.au

LAvANDULA’S AUTUMN hARvEST FESTIvAL
Lavandula Swiss-Italian Farm is a fine example of local history. It’s a place 
where beautiful stone farm buildings overlook lavender fields, orchards & 
produce gardens. It’s a place where the influence of the early Swiss-Italian 
settlers is still present in the activities of today. 

The harvest season is fast approaching & it’s not only a time for bringing in 
the crops, but also a time for preparation & production. It’s a busy time for 
making jams & sauces, for pickling & bottling, & for preserving meats for 
the long winter ahead. It’s a time for celebrating the bounty of the autumn 
harvest with good food, wine, music & dance.

Lavandula’s Autumn Harvest Festival is on Sunday the 6th of May & 
celebrates the Swiss-Italian tradition of bringing in the harvest. Food 
demonstrations include jam making, fruit bottling, olive preserving & 
sausage making. There will be local wines to try & buy, & we will have the 
wood-fired oven producing mouth-watering pizzas. Celebrations will also 
include authentic Italian music & dance, & all are welcome to listen to 
fascinating stories about life in Ticino & about those who made this region 
their home.

Lavandula Swiss-Italian Farm 
350 Hepburn-Newstead Road, Shepherds Flat (03) 5476 4393 

Autumn harvest Festival 
Sunday 6th May 2012 10.30 am – 5.30 pm 
Festival Entry: $5.00 adults / $2.00 children 

Normally open everyday, except Wednesday & Thursday 
Entry: $3.50 adults / $1.00 children

 October 16 • November 20• April 14 • May 19 • 
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BEYOND BLACKWOOD...
BEER DRINKING WOMAN, vAUDEvILLE

In Beer Drinking Woman, Vaudeville Vamp Christa Hughes (La Clique, 
Circus Oz, Machine Gun Fellatio) has devised a mixture much like her 
drinks: straight up, intoxicating  & eclectic. A cocktail of 1920’s bravado  
& the voice of a mermaid wooing sailors’ ships onto the rocks, Christa 
embraces her subject with wit, verve  & charm. Join her on the journey from 
that elegant first sip of the Speakeasy Siren through to the despair  & pain 
of the Dive Bar Diva with 
the hair-of-the-dog blues. 
Christa’s take on the night 
of a booze-soaked lush is 
hilarious. Accompanied by 
jazz pianist Leonie Cohen, 
Christa performs her own 
compositions amongst a 
selection from Tom Waits, 
Memphis Slim, J. Shelton, 
Frank Sinatra, the Tiger 
Lilies  & a few surprises.

1 April 2012, 7.30pm-
11.00pm @ Lyonville 
Hall $20 contact 
kareena 0410514972 or 
kareenahodgson@gmail.
com

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

FIRE SAFETY PROJECT UNDERWAY 
Hi, people of Blackwood! As some may be aware, a new project has been 
funded & will operate from the Trentham Neighbourhood Centre over the 
next 12 months. I’d like to introduce myself as the new, recently appointed 
Project Worker. I have a broad background in Community Services & 
Community Development work & have lived & worked in the Kyneton-
Carlsruhe district for the past 23 years. 

My initiation to the project was on February 7, which was a stark reminder 
for me of the Black Saturday fires 3 years earlier. With a great deal of media 
coverage on fire safety since Black Saturday, the risk is that people become 
de-sensitised & complacent over time. The emphasis of this project will 
be for the local communities to work together to develop & implement 
systems to ensure the townships of Blackwood & Trentham are ready to act 
immediately & effectively in the event of impending wildfire.

Funded by the Dept of Planning & Community Development the ‘No One 
Left Behind’ (NOLB) Project is a local initiative; with protecting the most 
vulnerable people in a fire situation, as one of the central objectives.

Although some projects in other ‘High Risk’ areas have been funded, this 
initiative is considered very innovative, being the only one of its kind in 
the state. A reference group made up of representatives of key groups & 
organisations is being established to guide the work of the project.

I look forward to being involved in the life of the community & hope to 
meet as many people as possible in the next few months. I aim to put 
regular updates in Blackwood News & I can be contacted through the 
Trentham Neighbourhood Centre on 5424 1354 (leave a message), mobile 
0437 707 835 or email trenthamnc3t@gmail.com

~ MARY hOGARTh, NOLB PROJECT WORKER

43a High Street
Trentham 3458
5424 1000

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Sat 9am-12.30pm

Closed Public Holidays
trentham.pharmacy@frednet.com.au

• full prescription service & advice
• Natural Health • Animal Health

• Gifts & Perfume • Natio Cosmetics

   TRENTHAM
STATION

SUNDAY MARKET
 8.30am – 2.30pm

at Historic Trentham Station,
Victoria Street, Trentham

4th SUNDAY EACH MONTH
April 22 & 29 May 27
A great selection of stalls 

in a unique setting
Enquiries / Bookings 

Kaye or Leigh 54241466
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ThE TRENThAM 
Easter Art & Craft 

Show.
OPENING NIGhT Apr 

5 (all welcome)
DAILY FROM 10am - 

4pm over Easter. 
Contact 5424 1199 or 
lynw50@internode.

on.net

A FREE Mortgage Finance Broker service, helping to 
connect you - our valued clients - with the market-leading 
loan products which best suit your needs. We come to you.

http://www.selective.net.au

call Warren 0415 340 010
• free service • greater choice

• time saver • convenient

FROM ThE DESK OF DON NARDELLA 
NEW v/LINE CARRAIGES MUST COME NOW – NARDELLA 
The Member for Melton, Mr Don Nardella MLA has supported calls by 
Shadow Transport Minister, Ms Fiona Richardson for V/Line carriages to be 
provided as soon as possible. 

Ms Richardson said the Baillieu Government must be embarrassed over  
V/Line’s chief executive, Mr Barnett’s, admission that there are not enough 
carriages or trains to service current demand, blowing the lid off the 
Minister’s repeated claims that all is fixed with our public transport system. 

In a letter dated Feb 17, 2012, Mr Barnett said, “As you know we are very 
tight for rolling stock capacity. It is no secret that V/Line requires more trains 
in order to meet the demand for its services.”

Mr Nardella said, “The admission does not instill confidence in commuters 
suffering at the hands of a ‘do nothing’ Baillieu government.”

Ms Richarson said, “V/Line’s CEO has confirmed what commuters have 
understood for months, that the Liberal Government’s failure to provide a 
single cent for additional V/Line carriages in last year’s budget is having a 
direct impact on services.

“Contrary to the Government’s constant claims that all is fixed with our 
public transport system, the head of V/Line has blown the whistle & 
exposed the truth about the challenges commuters face,” Ms Richardson 
said. “Now it’s clear that the only person left who believes the Minister’s 
spin is the Minister himself.”

“Mr Mulder has said the ‘buck stops with me’,” she said.  “He must now 
admit his failure to order more V/Line carriages last year  & explain what his 
immediate plans are to fix the problem.”

Mr Barnett’s letter also confirmed that a single collision with an animal 
is enough to disrupt services, adding: “The impact of the animal strike is 
that sometimes the train is damaged causing an unscheduled repair but the 
train always requires a special wash to clean off the organic matter. This 
generally results in the vehicle being out of traffic for a couple of days. V/
Line has one ranger on its staff & this person has been tasked to report on 
the issues.”

“The Liberal’s failure to invest in new regional V/Line carriages means 
that whenever a train is put out of action due to an animal strike, V/Line 
doesn’t have the rolling stock capacity to replace it  & commuters suffer,” 
Ms Richardson said.

Mr Barnett made these admissions in a letter to Labor MP Geoff Howard 
who was seeking clarification about train services on behalf of a local 
constituent.

THINKING OF SELLING  
IN BLACKWOOD?

Local agents with many years 
experience are awaiting your call.

Strong sales in the past 6 months have 
increased demand for properties in 

your area.

Mark Dudley – 0409 954 396
Rod Grant – 0416 231 782

Suite 4, 132 Inglis Street, Ballan  
Ph: 5368 1057
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The rarest of plants in Fern hill
White House Nursery is a new, boutique, rare plant nursery in Fern Hill. 
It is located on a small cattle farm where the owners, Peter Harris & Jess 
Exiner breed cattle, agist horses, & have free range chickens. It is also 
home to 2 border collies (Forest & Fanny) & an old cat called Schlommy.

Peter Harris has been involved in horticulture for over 32 years & has 
specialized in the growing of rare plants for many of these. He has worked 
with the Melbourne City Council growing plants for the Fitzroy Gardens 
& Conservatory while he lived in the gardeners cottage (every gardeners 
dream!). He has also worked for the Chandler Nurseries & in his own tube 
stock nursery, which became one of the largest in Victoria. Throughout his 
life, Peter has collected & grown rare plants in the knowledge that one 
day he would own his own rare plant nursery.

Jess Exiner has been involved in property & garden restoration. His latest 
project was ‘Mawarra’ the Edna Walling garden in Sherbrooke. This 
garden was completely restored over 5 years & the house over 3 years. 
Jess sold this property last year.

Jess is interested in history & garden design so ‘Mawarra’ provided the 
opportunity to indulge both these passions in a historic garden. He also 
learned a lot about plants & their growing conditions.

Peter & Jess moved to Fern Hill last August & started to build their nursery 
which includes plants collected over 30 years, some collected while 
travelling to China & South Africa.

Peter has a great love for Nerines which flower when everything else in 
the garden is fading, generally between Feb & May. Peter jumped at the 
chance to purchase one of the largest collections of Nerines in the world 
which are now at the nursery.

Peter & Jess welcome visitors to White House Nursery. Those who want to 
stretch their legs after the journey can wander through the farm to see the 
dam, horses, cattle & large vege patch. 

LavanduLa’s autumn 
Harvest FestivaL 

Autumn rains fill the rivers 
And clothe the trees in red & 
gold 
Out on the rolling fields 
There is an abundance to behold

It seems a timeless tradition 
Working on this land 
To bring in the harvest 
Before winter’s long stand

~ Jack Larm

geese at Lavandula’s harvest

You have Questions       We have Answers 

 

Expert Advice Available 
 

* Family Law—who gets what? * Executor responsibilities? 
* Been charged by the Police? * Been left out of the Will? 
* Conveyancing - avoid the traps! * Buying/Selling a Business? 
* Need a Parenting Agreement? * Do you have a current Will? 
* Need a Co-habitation Agreement?  * Are you a Victim of Crime? 

CHINKA (HEP) STEEL - Your “One Stop” Legal Shop  

Visit our website for information on 
various areas of law, useful links, 
downloadable brochures, plus much more! 

Ph: 03 5427 2477 
74 High St Woodend 

chinka@chinkasteel.com.au 

www.chinkasteel.com.au 
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ORIGIN
ENERGY

45kg bottle gas for prompt delivery 
at very competitive prices

call GARY on
0409 135 070

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

RELIABLE CARPENTRY
REGISTERED BUILDING PRACTITIONER  

AND CONSULTANT
ABN: 59 283 614 101 DB-U 28049

NO JOB TOO SMALL
SHAUN: 0404 084 147

sabrownbuild@gmail.com

Ballan Plumbing PTY LTD.
155 Inglis Street, Ballan

ph: 03 5368 1036 fax: 03 5368 1510
Specialising in

• Pumps   • Tap Ware 
• Hot Water Services • Treatment Plants 
• Drainage   • Sales & Services

Kevin Nolan Reg No: 18353

ballan.plumbing@netconnect.com.au

Ray’s Scrap Metal Removal
Ray Brown 0477 440 910 

call Ray to clean up disused car bodies, scrap 
metal or other unwanted steel on your property. 

FREE pick up – prepared to travel

TREELOPPING
  Gerard Styles
~ experienced climber
~ limited access conditions
ph: 03 5368 6678
mob: 0428 518 999
PO Box 218, Blackwood 3458

superb rates ~ ask for a FREE quote ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

• Lawn Mowing • Whipper Snipping •  
• Fire Clearing • Small Chainsaw • Mulching •  

• Gutter Clearing • 
• Handyman Work • Rubbish Removal •

PO Box 422, Blackwood 3458

CASSIDY HOME MAINTENANCE

Brad: 5368 6386

Pl
ea

se
 le

t o
ur

 a
dv

er
tis

er
s 

kn
ow

 y
ou

 s
aw

 th
em

 in
 th

e 
B

la
ck

w
oo

d 
N

ew
s

B
la

ck
w

oo
d 

N
ew

s 
th

an
ks

 a
ll 

ad
ve

rt
is

er
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
su

pp
or

t.

Computer running slow?
Strange things happening when you browse the 
Net or send emails?

Most Computer Repairs $70 plus parts.

Hardware, software, networking and Internet 
related problems �xed.

call Karl  5368 6 767Da
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CONCRETING 
All types and colours

sheds, paths, driveways
general handyman

retaining walls
spraycreting

Nils Thiele-Wittig

Mobile: 0405 414 354 or (03) 5368 6658 all areas
www.nilslandscaping.com.au

- paving (concrete and natural stone)
- retaining walls

- lawn and lawn care
- planting

- rock work
- garden design

- maintenance

S and W Fencing Pty Ltd

ALL TYPES OF 
RURAL FARM FENCING

phone Shane
5348 7964 or 0402 997 262

(free quotes)

LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 5368 6471
(leave a message if no answer)

• Gardening
• Lawn Mowing, Edging  
 & Slashing
• Tree Lopping
• Gutter Cleaning
• General Home
 Maintenance

call Pete on 0419 105 863 or 9747 6124
PENSIONER DISCOUNTS
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