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“12 Months on” PUBLIC MEETING
A year after the Blackwood Action group was formed, we invite the community to attend a public meeting
to hear what relevant authorities are saying.
We invite your input. See page 2 for more info.
There are big policy changes due any day. The Planning Ministers amendment to the BMO, The Shire’s
Wastewater Policy & the Fire Services Commissioner’s Community Policy.
Keep up-to-date on The Blackwood Times website.

THURSDAY June 26 @ 7pm, BLACKWOOD HOTEL
(meals available)

“You cut, you split it,
you burn it” says Jeb
BULDING RESTRICTIONS
BREAKTHOUGH!
Bushfire Management Overlay
to be made ‘Fair & responsible”
read more at
theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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editor’s thoughts...

Public Meeting

Hello, hello,

The Blackwood Action Group was formed a year ago by the
community to address the fire and sewerage issues which threaten this
town’s viability, possibly its survival. For a full decade now, we have
been unable to build, rebuild or even extend our homes in this town.
We have called a public meeting to update Blackwood on
the progress, and lack of it, over the past year and to listen to the
community’s latest views. We have invited representatives from the
following relevant authorities.
• Matthew Guy – Minister for Planning
• Graham Holt, Dave Clements – Central Highlands Water
• Peter Donlon Western Water
• Mary-Anne Thomas, Neil Barker, Donna Petrovich Candidates for
state seat of Macedon
• Craig Lapsley, Steve Cameron Fire Services Commissioner
• Paul Tatchell, Pat Toohey, Mark Roberts Moorabool Shire
We have invited their contribution to a friendly (we promise)
discussion on this crucial issue at the Blackwood Hotel on Thursday,
June 26 at 7pm. Meals will be available.
The Blackwood Action Group invites all community members to
attend this meeting.
For background on this group, go to www.theblackwoodtimes.
com.au/files/issues/AprMay13Web.pdf or check out http://www.
theblackwoodtimes.com.au/action-group
~BH

Welcome to our 6th birthday issue which we celebrate by bringing
in 3 wonderful new regular contributors. Jackie of Radio Springs Hotel
fame tells of the delights of her garden (p14), Seamus gets up to some Pet
Shenanigans (p19) & Jen from the Blackwood Merchant shares her

favourite winter-warmer recipes, which highlight seasonal produce
(p22).
On page 25 we introducing the new Services directory. This is a cost

-effective way for service providers to advertise for $60ex annually. If you
know of a cleaner, wood supplier or a chimney sweep who service our
area, please show them a copy of The Blackwood Times in case they’d like
to advertise, as we have had a number of people ask if we know of anyone.
On that note, did you know that, aside from the 600 copies we print, our
paper is downloaded around 40,000 times every 2 months. WOW!
It was fascinating to read Margot Hitchcocks’ story (p13) about the
Chinese in the cemetery ... I have always wondered about that dilapidated
area of unconsecrated ground!
Since its formation through a public meeting just over 12 months ago
the Blackwood Action Group has met fortnightly, & made contact with a
number of authorities who represent or service Blackwood. On June 26
they welcome you to a public meeting at the Blackwood Hotel to hear
what they’ve been up to. Say g’day if you see us taking notes & photos.
It is great to get your letter, stories, memories & photos, it really makes
The Blackwood Times unique & yours. Please, keep them coming.
Finally I want to thank all the people in this amazing community who
have helped us over the past month while my arms have been healing.
Your meals, flowers, books & DVD’s have keep me from going hungry&
insane (or as my daughter says ‘hangry’). Also to those who have heard our
cry for help in putting this issue together, the result is between these pages.
Have a great couple of months

Margaret Ethel Stockdale
20.1.1927 ~ 13.5.2014

~ Jinny Coyle

download colour the BLACKWOOD TIMES FREE
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LAST PUBLIC BONFIRE IN BLACKWOOD?
After letters of complaint, locals watch,
maybe for the last time, the burning of a
community green-waste bonfire on the
cemetery trust site.
Now, since:
• The Fire Services Commissioner
encourages communities to play a big part
in the management of bushfire risks, and
• Clearing our properties is a major part of
that management, and
• Multiple tip trips add up to an expensive
and time consuming option, and
• Burning onsite is often not the safest option
Then, why aren’t we, as a town, designating
a month when we build green-waste bonfires together on open public
land and burn them under the CFA’s supervision?
~BH

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions
from the community. If you are at a local event
please take a photo or two & write a few lines to
share in our community news.
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Margaret Ethel Stockdale was January 20, 1927 in Donald Victoria.
Her parents Jack & Marion Gillies, had 5 children. Margaret was the
youngest of 3 sisters, Mary, Kathleen, Chris & her one brother, Ron.
At the age of 3, Margaret’s family were forced out of their farm
in Donald as a result of the hardship during the great depression.
The family reluctantly had to shift to Melbourne, where Margaret
completed her Merit Certificate, which was a huge accomplishment
especially in view of the extreme hardship of those times. Margaret
was most proud of fulfilling this achievement.
Margaret finished her schooling early to become
a machinist which was her unselfish duty to help
support her family. Her family, then & now, were
always her only priority. Family, honesty, integrity,
solidarity & compassion for others were far, far
more important to Margaret than any worldly
possessions.
Her father served in WW1 & her brother Ron
served in WW2 as one of the “Rats of Tobruk”.
Margaret met George at a Dance at the
Camberwell Town Hall in 1948. They later
married on September 23,1950 at the Glenferrie
Road Presbyterian Church in Hawthorn.
As a young married couple during extremely
hard financial times, they lived with Margaret’s
parents before shifting to West Heidelberg. They
lived in a tiny commission flat in West Heidelberg
where she became the loving mother to 2
children, Sandra & Ron. They moved from the flat
to a house in Edwin St ,West Heidelberg, which
they made their home for the next 20 years.
To continually support her family, Margaret worked as a machinist
from home working hours & hours making leather gloves, she was
paid a very small wage as it was in the days of piece work where you
got paid a pittance for what you made. Even though she worked all day
& night, she still managed to put food on the table & spend time with
her young family, who she always put first.
Later she applied for a position at the Reserve Bank of Australia where
she was proud to attend an interview with a glowing list of references,
where she was appointed to a professional position counting bank
notes out of circulation & also checking for forgery. Margaret was also
a valued employee at the repatriation hospital in West Heidelberg &
any jobs within her grasped she would undertake all willingly for the
benefit of the family.
As their family grew older, their children met their spouses. Sandra
married Neville, & Ron married Carol. Shortly after their children
commenced their married lives, they happily moved to Blackwood.
They moved to Blackwood & acquired the Blackwood Hotel in
1977. This was Margaret’s most exciting period of her life. Imagine
a lady who never drank, never smoked, & never swore embarking
on a journey as publican’s wife in a rustic country hotel. Margaret &
George were the proprietors of the hotel/motel for 10 years, where she
was the public relations officer, receptionist, cook, waitress, bar maid,
cleaner, bouncer, psychiatrist & also the local psychologist, marriage
counsellor, also the shoulder for the many patrons to cry on & confide
in throughout this demanding new life experience she was always first
& foremost the most loving, supportive, nurturing wife & mother.
The Hotel as you can appreciate was very challenging therefore
Sandra, Neville, Carol & Ron then also made Blackwood Hotel their
home & work place. As a family they all worked together at the hotel
which they proudly renamed Stockdale’s Family Hotel. Carol & Ron
welcomed two daughters Rachel & Renee adding to the Stockdale
family & giving Margaret her grandchildren. Margaret was a loving
grandmother & was most proud of being able to watch them grow.
Margaret became very community-minded & was an active member
of the Blackwood C.F.A for over 25 years. Her task during this time
included communications & assistance during emergencies. She was
a member of the Blackwood Tennis Club, Bowling Club & was a life

member of the Blackwood Special School. Margaret also became the
First Lady of the Shire of Ballan being the wife of the Shire President.
She discovered a love & talent for bowls & eagerly became an active
member of the Trentham Ladies Bowling Club. Throughout this period,
she was elected President & held the position for 2 years, her overall
enjoyment was derived from the camaraderie with her fellow members.
She was very successful & popular, winning numerous trophies. Like
her merit certificate, these bowling attainments were Margaret’s proud
personal accomplishments.
After retiring from the hotel, Margaret lived a lovely peaceful
retirement in Blackwood & enjoyed many trips to Echuca/Moama &
Hervey Bay to visit her family.
Margaret & George also fell in love with
ballroom dancing. This love yet again created
another avenue for the enjoyment & company of
others.
More recently Margaret became a Great
Grandmother to Lachlan, Emily & Joshua.
For the majority of her life, Margaret was an
extremely healthy woman & rarely visited the
doctors for any ailment. Complaining was never in
her repertoire, nor was speaking badly of others.
Very tragically, after a fall at home she developed
an insidious disease known as dementia where
George cared for her at home until sadly it was
time to have her cared for by professionals. We
were very fortunate to have her looked after by
the many wonderful nurses & staff at the Trentham
Aged Care. Margaret stayed in their care until she
passed away with her husband George, children
Sandra & Ron by her side.

need a
babysitter?
call Monica
5368 6824

• Cert III Childcare
• working with children check;
• can supply references

Some serious Gardening

Blackwood Ridge Nursery and Garden has been attracting customers from the
Adelaide Hills to Orange and beyond; it seems lately to be gaining a reputation
as “a serious gardener’s nursery”. Major works are in progress over the winter
and when the nursery re-opens in spring you’ll be treated to the new “Show
Garden”, overlooked by the café. A Japanese garden is planned for later in
the year.
Free club membership is available online. www.blackwoodridge.com.au

~ BH
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It’s your job to STAY well
As I see it, you have 2 great duties in this life: first – don’t die too
early (that is, look after yourself) & second – remember to replace
yourself (if you can, have a kid or two). After that, everything else is
icing on the cake.
Now, we all know how much fun “replacing oneself” activities can
be & we need little encouragement there, but it seems we’re forever
shirking the other great responsibility, that of our own well-being. How
often do we conjure up excuses to avoid good eating and, especially,
exercise, both physical & mental?
Well, now we in Blackwood have one less excuse, with the opening
of the Yogazen studio. There, Leticia will gently take you through
exercises designed to develop an awareness & understanding of your
body & mind. Gently. That’s her approach; after many years teaching
yoga, meditation & fitness, she understands the importance of working
with the individual, whatever age or ability, on their level. There will
be no torture in her classes, just gentle progress. If your level means
starting in a chair, no problems!
Free introductory classes of 40 minutes are available Tuesdays
5pm & Thursdays 6pm. One-hour yoga classes: Tuesday 9am & 6pm,
Wednesday 10am & 5pm & Thursday 9am & 5pm for $15. Yogazen is
down Hugget Lane (next to Caravan Park entrance). Phone Leticia on
53 686 879.
Get rid of those aches & pains, & those worries. Start enjoying the
icing on your cake.
~ BH

Yoga/ Meditation Basic Introduction

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.
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I look through the window & there are
trees, a healing green feeling resting in
the mountain & a grey sky announcing
Autumn that is just arriving.
But after one second the trees are gone
& in my mind there is the bill that I need
to pay, the shopping that I need to do, the
resentment against that guy cutting me off
on the freeway, the homesick feeling that
comes & drags me away…
And thoughts, memories, expectations,
feelings go on & on & on & I just missed
the sun that appears through the clouds &
the rosella bringing the red colour to the
immense green of Blackwood.
I just missed the present moment, the only time that really matters.
The nature of the mind is movement. There is no way to stop that.
Meditation is just a tool that teaches to reduce the speed, by
developing awareness in the present moment.
When the mind is not overloaded with thoughts & feelings we are
able to appreciate the little moments that make life so special & by
gaining an extra second, the mind has the possibility to choose a desired
action rather than just to react irrationally in a stressful situation.
The Yoga/ Meditation Basic Introduction at YogaZen Blackwood has
the goal to share this tool with the community. It is a free class that is
running every Tuesday at 5pm & Thursday at 6pm.
An opportunity to the beginners to have the experience in this
pathway & also an opportunity for the experienced practitioner to
practice in a group environment.
The combination of yoga & meditation in this introduction class is
to break away the idea that meditation is a torture or a practice where
you are suppose to sit still in an uncomfortable position for an hour.
The duration of the class is 40 minutes & it starts with gentle yoga
movements that aim to awake the awareness in the body & to develop
a good posture. When the time to sit still comes, the body is ready &
comfortable & meditation occurs naturally.
Also, YogaZen Blackwood offers chairs & different types of cushions
to make this experience the most enjoyable.
This meditation class is not linked with any particular lineage of
thought or religion & everyone is welcome.
I look through the window… & there are trees.
And then I could put on the side anger… & sadness & past & future.
And I could rest my mind in the present moment.
~ Leticia Dornelles

Blackwood Academy
goes Cajun

The Blackwood Academy & Revue will hold a special event on
Saturday, June 14 at the Uniting Church Hall.
The day will start at 1pm with shape note singing, led by visiting
international singer, Geoff Grainger. That will be followed by a Cajun
dance workshop with Louisiana native, Roux Chautin, & her capable
sidekick, Reuben Edmunds. Reuben will also be featured as the lead
singer of the headlining Cajun dance band, Chère Cajun, who will
keep you all on your feet well into the night.
There will also be a Cajun food & Southern barbecue workshop. $15
entry at the door.
For more info see www.blackwoodacademy.org or look up our
Facebook page.

IN A MEDICAL EMERGENCY ring 000 & ask
for an ambulance BLACKWOOD CERT will
be activated.
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Students Death
~ from a ‘collection of real life events’ by Liam Rane.
We all have tragedies in life. Some more than others. But the tale I
am about to relate is, to me the ultimate tragedy, which no-one, & no
family should experience.
It is a Wednesday morning, around 11.30 am & I am driving a police
car back to the station. I’ve only been on the Police Force for a few
months, so I’m still a “rookie” . My colleague & I have just served a
summons on an “alleged” shoplifter, who I suspect had thought the law
had forgotten about her & she was off the hook. On our way back to
the office, we heard a call go out on the police radio that an “incident”
had happened at the local technical college, where a student on dayrelease had collapsed at his bench. An ambulance was on its way but
they required a police presence because of the vagueness of the report
& the fact that it was a 999 emergency call.
Day-shift in the police is usually a non-event. Hardened criminals
are not normally “morning” people, so the usual dayshift comprises
of administrative duties, serving summons to minor crims. Attending
minor bumps in the morning rush hour etc, etc. Nothing major or
life-threatening.
This call was different.
We arrived at the technical college & parked outside the main
building. The college is a big, sprawling affair with different trades
having their own centres spread over the place. Students on “dayrelease” are normally attached to local factories & spend one day a
week at the college to enhance their trade, be it electrician, plumber
or whatever.
We entered the college & went to reception & were directed to
a room in the building where the student was, & “apparently” had
fainted at his bench. On arrival at the class, the teacher met us &
understandably was distressed that one of his students had fainted,
collapsed at his bench, & basically, he didn’t know what to do.
First thing we did was to get the whole class out of there & into a
separate room. I told the teacher not to let anyone leave as we may
want to talk to them at a later stage.
Allister Macdonald was an 18yo student who worked at a local
factory. I believe he was an apprentice boilermaker, and, as we
subsequently found out, worked in the same factory as his father.
When I saw him on the floor, I knew immediately that he was dead.
A few minutes, (& it was only minutes) an ambulance crew arrived.
They too had been in the area & had taken the call to attend as they
were so close. They also had the foresight to bring a “minute-man”
resuscitation unit with them & immediately tried to revive him. I could
see on the ambulance guy’s face the fact that it was of no use. He had
gone.
During all of this, my sergeant & inspector arrived, I assume out of
abject curiosity, to see what was going on. They basically told us to
take statements from the 20+ students, now incarcerated in a nearby
room, & treat this as a sudden death report.
Then the principal arrived.
He was super-distressed!
It seemed that the college had phoned the factory, firstly, to let
them know one of their employees had collapsed at “their “ college,
& secondly “was he prone to fainting?” (I always had the impression
that this first encounter with the principal was all about “the college”
being most perturbed that the factory had not informed him that this
particular student had some sort of problem & they should have been
informed of this in advance).
He also told us that the factory manager had gone to the father’s
home as he was not working that day, told him his son had “fainted”
at the college, & offered to drive him there to pick him up & bring him
home. They were on their way to the college, he said.
Immediately, sergeant & inspector decided that it was time for them
to leave.
“We’ll leave this up to you constable”.
I looked at the principal & he also looked very shocked, decided he
was not up to dealing with the father. He gave me a pleading look &
said, “ No, I can’t do this. No!
So. It was then down to me.

Nothing in this world can prepare you for telling a father that his
only son, whom he had thought had fainted, was dead.
Nothing!
I decided that the best place would be the Principal’s office, so I
told him that when they arrived, to put the father in there, give me 20
minutes with him & then bring tea, or something stronger. We were
going to need it.
I remember the father in the Principals’ office , sitting , waiting, &
wondering where his son was. I went into the office, closed the door &
introduced myself. His reaction was, laughingly, “What has he done,
the dope!”
I told him that his son had collapsed, & that an ambulance crew had
tried to revive him, without success.
I told him his son had died.
There was probably a two or three minute silence between the two
of us but it felt like a lifetime. His father started to laugh.
‘You’ve obviously got the wrong person; there must be some mix up.
My son has never had a days’ illness in his life,’ he said.
‘We don’t know what the cause of this is at this time, but we will find it.
It is your son, & I’m really sorry to have to give you this news,’ I said.
It took a few seconds but it felt like eternity before it dawned on the
father that I was telling the truth. Then all hell broke loose. I tried as best
as I could to comfort him without any reservation, the both of us were
crying. Eventually we composed ourselves & I was forced to go back to a
professional attitude & inform him of the process that would take place.
‘Mr Macdonald, there is a process that must take place from now on,
let me explain it to you. Firstly, there will have to be a post mortem.
We need to do this to establish what actually happened to your son.’
‘Before the process begins, there has to be a formal identification.
Are there any immediate relatives that could attend the mortuary with
you to give support?’ I asked.
‘My brother. I’d like him to be with me,’ he replied.
‘Okay, I’ll arrange for him to meet us at the mortuary,’ I told him.
The father & I drove back to the police station & I asked him to wait
in the waiting room until I had organised for his brother to join him.
I phoned the factory where his brother worked.
‘May I speak to Mr Macdonald?’ I asked the receptionist. In a cold
methodical answer, she replied that he worked on the factory floor &
was not allowed to take personal calls during working hours. Needless
to say, I was upset & told her in no uncertain terms that this was a
police matter & I required to speak to him immediately & if she didn’t
put me through I would have her charged with obstructing the police
in the performance of their duties, that “I would have her arrested”.
“Now put me through to this man”, I demanded.
She put me through to him, & I had to tell him what had happened.
Obviously he was upset, & was keen to be by his brother’s side. There
was already a police car dispatched to pick him up, & soon he arrived
at the station.
In the police mortuary, when identification was required, there is
a glass panel between the viewing room & the actual mortuary itself.
Normally, the curtains are closed on this glass panel & when they are
opened, I have to ask the question ‘is this, such & such a person’ on
this occasion I was standing outside the glass panel with the father
on one side & the uncle on the other. The curtains were pulled back
& the body of Alistair McDonald was on a trolley on the other side.
The attendant in the mortuary pulled the covers back from Alistair’s
face & I asked them to identify the boy. Robert McDonald, the father,
immediately said ‘yes, that’s my son’. At that, both men fainted. I
struggled to hold them up & other officers assisted until we eventually
got them back into the station & gave them what assistance we could.
When they had composed themselves, I informed them of the
process that would take place from now on. I tried to get over to them
that the bottom line in this case is that we needed to find out ‘why?.
This young man, apparently had not had a days illness in his life. &
subsequently, having spoken to the family GP who told me that in all
of his 18 years he had only treated him once, for acne, at age 14. Even
the family doctor was dumbfounded & he pressed me to keep in touch
& to let him know the results of the post mortem.
I assured him we would.
We needed to know what had killed this young man.

• THE Blackwood TIMES Social Album – Easter 2014 •

above: The Pet Competition photo courtesy of Katy Folonenko
Photography; below: Deirdre presents wildlife shelter’s Donna
with $250.50c proceeds from the Pet Competition.
Attached is a photo I took on Easter Saturday. I thought it was worth
sharing. I particularly like the expressions on the familiar faces in the
crowd. ~ Greg Hewes
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Master of Ceremonies, the irrepressible Gerard Styles
photo courtesy of Katy Folonenko Photography

Helen Ritchey & Dr Alistar McLennan judged the
pet show
photo courtesy of Katy Folonenko Photography
The bluies on the water float. photo courtesy of Katy Folonenko Photography
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Community Group Updates
Blackwood Action Group
Kate Cotter’s BMO group is running a petition on change.org.
Currently over 1000 people have signed. Kate’s group has about 4000
people interested in the Government revising the BMO to allow people
to build or rebuild. The group intends to lead a class action if the
Government fails to adequately address the BMO as they announced
in December last year.
The petition can be found at http://goo.gl/9tF9Rx.
~ Blackwood Action Group

Blackwood CERT
Thank-you to everyone who stopped by the CERT stand at the Easter
Carnival. It was a great opportunity to meet locals & visitors alike,
many of whom were curious about who we are, what we do, & how
we are different to the regular ambulance service.
CERT is a volunteer-staffed offshoot of Ambulance Victoria, & we
operate to increase coverage & decrease response times in regional
areas. CERT volunteers are trained by Ambulance Victoria in providing
‘first responder’ medical assistance: we administer some medications,
perform CPR & defibrillation & a perform range of other emergency
medical procedures & first aid. Obviously we are not a replacement
for the regular ambulance service, but on a standard call-out we might
arrive before the ambulance, provide a situation report to the crew
already on their way, administer pain relief & first aid, assist the crew
when they arrive, & help load & transport patients. On some call-outs
our knowledge of the local area is useful in guiding the ambulance
crew to the patient, decreasing response time.
Being a volunteer service, one of the biggest challenges for the
Blackwood team is in rostering team members to provide effective
coverage. Unfortunately, due to the size of the team we are often
limited to providing a rostered service on weekends only. In an effort
to boost our coverage, we are currently trialling a smart-phone based
paging system. Rather than requiring two people to give up their entire
day, the phone-based system - known as BART - allows individual
members to respond to jobs if they are available at that point in time
by using the smart-phone app to indicate their availability. Already
this tool has allowed us to respond to a number of jobs, including a
multiple-car collision, which previously we would have missed using
the old pager system.
Thanks again for all of your support & good wishes at the Carnival.
Stay safe & stay warm!
~ Tim Marsh
To all residents of Blackwood & surrounding area,
The Blackwood Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) will
be conducting a free CPR course at the Fire Hall on the July 15. Please
email ivan.johnston@ambulance.vic.gov.au to reserve your spot for
this important information session. All welcome.
Also, as a reminder, the next training day for CERT members is
on June 14 at 9am. Topics covered will include Major Trauma &
Envenomation. This will be held at the CFA building.
~ Ivan Johnston

Blackwood & Barry’s Reef Landcare Group
Wilbur the Weed made a splash at the Easter Carnival. The 3 metre
sculpture is the work of local artist, Matt Harding, who went over &
above to produce such a wonderful piece. Thanks to Matt & the Shire
of Moorabool, which provided the funds via a community arts grant.
Matt struggled with our brief which was to portray Wilbur as an
evil presence. This was important though, because if the sculpture
is to work as a piece of public education, then the message has to be
unambiguous. Weeds are evil.
It saddens me this time of year to see mature holly trees laden with
fruit being cultivated as ornamental plants within Blackwood.
Each of these tiny fruits (and there are thousands of them) represents
a new holly tree in the surrounding forest once ingested & carried
there by the birds.
You only have to walk around Blackwood to see holly sprouting

how’s the WEATHER been?

everywhere. In the forest valleys it is even worse.
These trees are almost indestructible. Their waxy leaves resist spray
and, even if cut down, they can still grow if left in contact with the
ground. If cut down, they need to be suspended until dry enough to
burn. The stumps need to be painted with a severe dose of chemical
if they are not to rise again.
People growing holly are respectfully asked to remove these trees
from the township. Failing that, then please either remove the fruit
or net the trees to prevent the fruit being carried into the forest or
surrounding streets.
It is hoped that, once installed in Martin St. for all to see, Wilbur will
act as a constant reminder of our responsibilities to future generations
of Blackwoodians. We may be living in Blackwood today, but, if not
checked, our grandchildren may well find themselves in Hollywood!

~ by Don Owen

We have just had a very busy April month in the Caravan Park &
Mineral Springs. School holidays, Easter & the Anzac Weekend
all proved very popular for campers & visitors which is great for
Blackwood.
Thank-you to Brad, Jenny & family who worked so hard in making
sure that everything looked good, & that the park running was up to
standard, also for the raffle & Easter egg hunt enjoyed by all.
Brad & Jenny run a small kiosk at the caravan park, also a town
noticeboard for visitors. Please give the Mineral Springs a visit – great
even in winter.
The Sports ground has had some large bookings with the finish of
the cricket season, the large wedding & the Easter carnival & thanks to
all groups for cleaning up so well. We do appreciated it. Thank-you.
Condolences to the Stockdale family on the passing of Margaret
from the members of the crown reserves. George was a members for
many years.

Temp monthly
max (deg C)

Temp average
daily max (deg C)

Temp average
daily min (deg C)

Temp average for
month (deg C)

Mar '14

29.9

56.2

5.1

29.2

22.5

9.8

15.6

Apr '14

92.6

71.9

0.1

27.8

16.7

8.6

12.2

Blackwood Senior Citizens Centre Inc.
Hello once again from the Blackwood Senior Citizens. We have
had a very busy time for our members in the last few months – our
outings are organized by Bev Herd & she does a great job. Our next
outing will be to Parliament House which should be quite interesting.
Recently we visited Creswick Woollen Mills – beautiful garments, very
expensive but good quality. After which, we had lunch at the Farmers
Arms Hotel – good meal & very hospitable publican & staff. We have
welcomed Dorrie Ross back to club after an absence due to knee
surgery. We thank Fred Moore once again for her organisation of the
hot dog stall held at the Easter Carnival. Also to Helga & Dianne for
their assistance on that day. Quite a large amount was donated to our
club. Also, another thank you to Brian Moore for his ever ready help
whenever I am needing assistance with problems at the hall. This is
much appreciated by myself. A minutes silence was observed at the
club this week – Margaret Stockdale a former member has passed
away. Our sympathy to George & his family. May she rest in peace.
Our club meets in Blackwood Hall every Wednesday 10.30 – 3pm
all new members will be made most welcome.
Until next issue

Blackwood Historical Society

A very big thank-you to all who helped with the setting up of the
Blackwood Easter Carnival & Wood Chop on Good Friday, & to those
that helped on the Easter Saturday & then again on the Sunday, once
again thank-you, & thank-you to Brad for having the ground in top
condition for us.
A special thank-you to all the sponsors, without you the Blackwood
Easter Carnival would not go ahead.
Thank-you to those who spent so many hours behind the scenes,
getting sponsors,and doing thank-you letters, getting food permits,
writing receipts, printing of programs & sponsors acknowledgements
around the ground, & putting signs up & bringing them in, & to those
who picked up goods for the day, this was truly appreciated.
Thank-you to all participants who took part in the Easter Parade, it
was great to see new entries.
A big thank-you to the C.F.A., for manning the streets & controlling
the parking area.
To the stallholders who made this day exciting with all their wares,
thank-you.
To all you, & visitors, & we hoped that you enjoyed a good family
day.

Temp monthly
min (deg C)

~ Judith A de Groot

~ B Moore President

Blackwood Progress Association.

Rainfall historical
average (mm)

Thank-you to all the advertisers of the event it was greatly
appreciated. Thank-you to anyone that I may have missed.
This is an annual event & we do need more helpers especially on the
day. The Blackwood Progress Association, meet every 2nd Wednesday
at the Hall at 7.30pm new members are most welcome.
Thanking everyone once again,
Sincere Condolences, to George Stockdale & family on the sad loss
of Margaret.

Blackwood Crown Reserved Committee of
Management

~ Elizabeth Hall, Secretary

Rainfall (mm)

EVENTS & GIGS • EVENTS & GIGS

June 2014

~ Shane Scanlan, President

A big thank-you to Cathie, Jennie & daughter, Allan & Aline, who
worked very hard at the drink stall, also at the open day on Sunday
April 20.
Thank-you to Shawn & Monica for their display at the Easter Carnival.
It proved a great hit for all who viewed it.
Congratulations to Aline on her special birthday in July, best wishes
from all members. Get well to Pat, hope you are feeling better soon.
There will be NO June meeting. Next meeting will be on 1st Saturday
in July at 10.30am at the old police stables.

MONTH & YEAR

There was a typo in the weather chart last issue where the Temp
average daily min (deg C) should have been max. My apologies. ~ED

~ Barb Sweet, Hon Sec
The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.
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No REPORT has been submitted by BLACKWOOD CFA or
BLACKWOOD CEMETERY TRUST

when

what

where

Sun 1, lunch

Pete Fidler

Radio Springs

Sun 1, dinner

Sweet Nothings

Radio Springs

Sun 1

Jarrod Shaw

Cosmopolitan

Sat 7, lunch

Pennyweight

Radio Springs

Sun 8

Sarah Wilkinson

Cosmopolitan

Sun 8, lunch

A Suitcase Full of Blues

Radio Springs

Sun 8, dinner

Family Farm

Radio Springs

Mon 9

The ChrisPaul Jazztet

Radio Springs

Fri 13

Sweet Nothings

Radio Springs

Sat 14

Geoffrey Williams

Radio Springs

Sun 15 lunch

The Flames

Radio Springs

Sun 15 dinner

Birdland

Radio Springs

Sun 15

Kat & Clint *

Cosmopolitan

Fri 20

Vida Jazz

Radio Springs

Sat 21, lunch

Jeanette Geri

Radio Springs

Sat 21, dinner

The Dear Family Allstars*

Radio Springs

Sun 22

A Suitcase Full of Blues

Radio Springs

Sun 22

King Maxwell

Radio Springs

Fri 27

Grumpy Neighbour's Lazy Dawg

Radio Springs

Sat 28, lunch

Pete Fidler

Radio Springs

Sat 28, dinner

Geoffrey Williams

Radio Springs

Sun 29, lunch

Gillian Eastoe

Radio Springs

Sun 29, dinner

Terry Murray

Radio Springs

Sun 29

Charlie & Annie

Cosmopolitan

JuLY 2014
when

what

Fri 4, dinner

Jeanette Geri

Radio Springs

Sat 5, lunch

Birdland

Radio Springs

Sat 5, dinner

The Flames

Radio Springs

Sun 6, lunch

Gillian Eastoe and Terry Murray

Radio Springs

for around $3pw ex GST your
businesses advertisement will
support the continued publication of
The Blackwood Times.

A community service notice sponsored by FLUX Design Studio
like us on facebook .... FluxDesignStudio

where

Call 5368 6444 or 9687 3744 or
download a rate sheet from
theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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Health Basics: Fatigue … are you ‘tired from’ or ‘tired of’?

View Cottage

by Kathie Strmota
Fatigue comes in all shapes & sizes,
from tiredness after a busy day to chronic
fatigue which goes on for months or years.
This article offers support for tiredness
from over-work, a stressful lifestyle, or
convalescence. Chronic fatigue should be
fully investigated for underlying causes,
including malnutrition; kidney, liver, thyroid or adrenal dysfunction;
environmental toxins; & heart problems.
The primary foundation for high energy is a nourishing diet providing
enough incoming fuel for your lifestyle’s energy output. A physically
or mentally stressful lifestyle depletes nutrients quickly, & may require
supplementation. Vitamin B (seeds, nuts, legumes, wholegrains)
supports physical energy & nervous health. It lifts your spirits & helps
you cope with life’s constant little dramas. Vitamin C (raw fruit&veg)
supports adrenal energy for life’s big changes & challenges, & keeps
you from ‘falling apart’. Restoring Iron levels when deficient (red meat,
liver, dark green/red veg) fires you up for action, mentally & physically.
Reduce chronic muscle tension through lifestyle changes (to reduce
worry) & relaxation activities (massage, baths, gentle stretching,
meditation). This will help you re-gain the precious energy used to
keep muscles un-necessarily contracted. It will also improve sleep
quality which will, in turn, improve overall energy levels.
Moderate physical activity increases flexibility, reduces chronic
tension, & improves energy production processes. So, while it uses
energy, exercise stimulates mental motivation & ensures greater energy
supplies for future physical activity.
Fatigue can also result from dehydration & electrolyte deficiency.
Drink lots of water, with vege juice and/or sea salt, to increase body
fluids & supply vital ionic minerals.
For a general pick-me-up, drink herbal teas from Parsley, Sage,
Basil, Pennyroyal, or Liquorice Root; or inhale uplifting essential oils,

fully self contained holiday rental
3 bedroom house with views

• sleeps 5 • close to town • wood heater
• BBQ • decking •washing machine & dryer

ring Judith on 03 9315 0576
or 0408 569 367

Woodside Retreat is perfect for couples or groups seeking a private escape
in a tranquil parkland setting. This spacious, self-contained 4 bedroom house
retains its original 1930s charm enhanced by a stylish renovation. Luxury
features like a plasma TV, double spa bath a contemporary stainless kitchen
compliment the open fire & polished hardwood floors.
Nestled in the Wombat State Forest, frequently visited by friendly kookaburras,
kangaroos & wombats, & located just an hour away from Melbourne in historic
Blackwood. It is the perfect place to unwind, relax & reconnect with family &
friends.

like Lemongrass, Bergamot, Pine, Geraneum, Peppermint, Rosemary,
Orange, or Aniseed. You can also lift energy with warm colours. Orange
uplifts general energy & enthusiasm. Yellow is mentally stimulating.
Red stimulates physical energy to get your body moving.
Sometimes, tiredness feels satisfying & almost uplifting; like a
productive gardening day, with fresh air & body movement; or a
successful problem-solving day, being ‘in-the-zone’ & powering on all
cylinders. Good-feeling tiredness comes from activities which nourish,
stimulate or reward you, & is usually replenished by a good night’s
sleep or two. I call this being ‘tired from’ a fulfilling activity or lifestyle.
Then there is tiredness where you feel numb, washed-out or drained.
This often results from the boredom or burden of activities which
don’t fulfil, energise or inspire; like struggling to ‘drag yourself into
work’; or action without progress; or listening to someone rant on the
same topic over again. This bad-feeling tiredness suggests the activity
/ lifestyle offers no nourishment or satisfaction in exchange for the
energy output. I call this being ‘tired of’ your life (or some aspect) and,
if ongoing, it can lead to disease or depression.
When you feel draining tiredness, ask yourself “What would I love
to be doing instead?” Wherever possible, replace draining activities
with a more nourishing version, & watch your energy levels rise with
each small change.
Feeling ‘tired all the time’ suggests that life’s responsibilities have
become overwhelming. You may feel a ‘victim’ to life – like it’s
happening to you, not being directed by you. You may be putting lots
of energy into what you ‘should do’ rather than what you ‘want to do’,
with diminished nourishment which eventually drains energy reserves.
Your body is telling you to retreat, rest, be silent & listen to your
deepest inner urges, which will guide you into life choices & activities
which nourish & re-charge you.
Affirmations to improve Energy: My life completely nourishes me. I
have abundant energy, enthusiasm & motivation, to live my life to the
full. I follow my bliss in every moment of every day.

• 3 large bedrooms (sleeps 7)
• newly renovated with all comforts
• Fully fitted kitchen with new modern homewares
• Telephone, wifi, TV, in-house DVD’s, games, books
& magazines, music system
• 2 acres of beautiful English & native garden
• pet & child friendly with swings/playhouse
contact FITZGERALD PROPERTY 5424 1866

hello@fitzgerald.com.au

THRIVE Treatment Centre
IN PAIN? STRESSED?

over 350 Weddings officiated
Trainer of Celebrants since 2003
www.genevievemessenger.com
❤ inspiration❤ creativity❤quality ❤

Call Genevieve 0407 013 014

Try Scenar Therapy for
Chronic Conditions
Pain Relief
Sports Injuries
Women’s Health

call Brenda 5368 6770
www.thrivetreatment.com.au

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.
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woodsideretreat.com.au
0410 431 410

Levi, Reuben & Roux battle it out with the last of the autumn leaves
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The History of Blackwood – Chinese in
the Blackwood Cemetery

Humans oF Blackwood
by Margaret McCarthy

Compiled by Margot Hitchcock,
Historian for the Blackwood
& District Historical Society.
2014
The Wardens Report of August 30, 1856 mentions the arrival of
some Chinese people to Blackwood. (James Ferguson’s report in the
Bacchus Marsh Express June 1889).
“The Chinese in Blackwood were said to have arrived from Canton.
In 1858, 50 Chinese arrived from Castlemaine & by 1861 their numbers
had increased to 200. On their first arrival, they pegged the main creek
for many miles, & (except in a few cases) the Chinamen have held
possession of the creek workings for nearly 30 years. Some sources
said there were 500 or more Chinese in Blackwood at one stage & the
number of Chinese did tend to fluctuate with the seasons & remained
so for a number of years, but official records put the figure in 1864
as 500. Many Chinese made as much as a thousand pounds, a sum
which would be considered a fortune in their native land, whither they
invariably proceeded when they had amassed sufficient wealth. In
1888 there were at Blackwood only about 60 Chinese, most of whom
were extremely poor.”

OVERLOOK THE LERDEDERG GORGE
FROM OUR DECK WHILE ENJOYING A
RELAXED BREAKFAST or LUNCH made
from SEASONAL LOCAL PRODUCE
or MAYBE a QUIET COFFEE and an
AFTERNOON GLASS OF WINE AS YOU
TAKE IN THE COUNTRY ATMOSPHERE
of THE PROVIDORE.

Margaret - Home Haircutter
- keeping Blackwood looking trim!

Autumn Open Hours
Thursday to Monday 9.00am – 4.00pm
Friday Evenings from 6.15pm
Locals pizza night

each friday from 6.15pm

Queens Birthday weekend June 6

* Now on Wednesdays (or by appointment)
Men's haircuts 25, women's haircuts 35
No travel fee for Blackwood, Barry's Reef,
Simmonds Reef and Golden Point.

ROYAL, ROYAL
Everything ROyal

• BOUQUETS •

21 Martin St, Blackwood
5368 6525
mountain air, quirky & inviting

STOCKDALE: George and family wish to convey their sincere thanks
to all who sent messages of sympathy and flowers on the passing of
their Margaret.
Also special thanks to the ladies for putting on the wonderful
afternoon.
To the Editor - for continuing to produce the Blackwood Times with
two broken arms. That’s commitment! Great work, Jinny and Brendan,
all my friends and family report they love the quality of the articles – so
many lively political, historical and local community voices – but I
suspect they really read it for Pet Guru.
~ Margaret McCarthy
Monster Children’s Hospital Appeal Raffle
Many thanks Ange, Heinz, Lee and Carl – Blackwood Hotel, Fred
for many donated gifts, Ballan Lionesses and other kind persons also
donated “60 prizes” $940 raised! Thanks you to everyone

Grave of Chan Zuun Sing of WuiYup village, King Bui (street) Maon
(burial place).

Erin’s not whining as she indulges in a bit of chilly work

yes, we do do websites...
sponsors of blackwood news
fluxdesignstudio.com.au

blackwood
rmb 100
trentham 3458
p 5368 6444
melbourne
4 bunbury street
footscray 3011
p 03 9687 3744
f 03 9687 4944

The names have been translated
by one of the past members of the
Blackwood & District Historical
Society and recorded. Photo by
Margot Hitchcock B.D.H.S.

The only known photo of a group of Chinese in Blackwood was of six Chinese
men at the Blackwood Sports Ground ready for a foot race, taken about 1890.
(Photo courtesy of Seaborn family of Barrys Reef & B.D.H.S.)

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

5368 6858

Photo of one of the 9 Chinese
headstones remaining in the back of
the Blackwood cemetery.

The Chinese had 2 known camps at Blackwood, the main one being
at Golden Point which covered about an acre of ground, where they
had a Joss House, shops, stores, gambling houses & a Masonic Lodge.
They also had a Mission House which was built near where the little
township of Golden Point is today. The Joss House was said to have been
located on a small hill some distance behind where the big rock is at
the swimming hole which was named Sebastopol. If one walks in the
bush there you can see the small hill with the whole surrounding area
has been removed by the Chinese by ‘paddocking’. Evidence of their
workings can still be seen where they used the system of ‘paddocking’
where large sections of land has all been moved & washed, making the
area look like piles of loose rocks & stones.
The Chinese painstakingly worked over areas previously prospected
& found much gold. Stone walls are visible where they have piled up
stones after moving them. Evidence of this can be still be seen on the
road to Shaw’s Lake before where the tip was on the right. Another
area can be seen near the creek on the right of the Old Coach Road
down past the Blackwood Hotel. There also used to be seen remains of
a Chinese oven in the ground off the main road before the swimming
pool. The Chinese also dug holes in the ground, but these were always
round as they feared ‘the devils that lurked in corners’. Evidence of
these can still be seen on the left hand side of the road before where
the tip used to be, over the ford bridge on the road to Shaw’s Lake.
The other known place where the Chinese lived was on the left hand
side of the road to the Sports Ground before the bridge – unfortunately
this has now cleared for a car park..! This area was originally called
Ballan Flat & is near where the first gold was found at Blackwood.

BLACKWOOD & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM
Open 1st Saturday monthly 10am-1pm
Historical Society Meeting 10.30am-12.30pm
ALL WELCOME
Martin St, Blackwood ph 5368 6537
www.blackwoodvictoria.com

A community service notice sponsored by FLUX Design Studio... like us
on facebook .... FluxDesignStudio

Nick – “Big night last night, it was
rockin’. One one guy fell off the
bar!”

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

“I’ll give you a quote. Someone
told me, behind every silver lining
is a cloud. What? No! You can’t
take a photo of me.”

Evidence of this was some remains of walls where their houses once
stood. Before the area was cleared for a car park, members of the
Blackwood & District Historical Society had a hunt around with a
metal detector & they found a Chinese snuff box & cooking utensils,
along with Chinese pottery & several Chinese coins (on display at the
Historical Museum). The area where the Blackwood Sports Ground
now stands was originally a Chinese Market Garden, & in 1889 they
sold the land to the Blackwood Cricket Club, & this land became a
recreation reserve. Here Blackwood had their own Cricket & Football
teams & a tennis court was in the far back corner. Cricket is still played
there today. Over Easter every year & recently was held the Easter
Wood Chop at the Blackwood Sports Ground.
The Chinese who came to Australia were formerly famine-racked
farmers, small traders or peasants who were harshly indentured on a
credit ticket system in which they ‘sold’ themselves, like collies from
the islands, for fixed terms to tyrannical speculators of their own race.
(Parade May 1977)
Some Chinese died at Blackwood & are buried in unconsecrated
ground at the back of the Blackwood cemetery. Over 40 names are
recorded in the cemetery records with over 10 inquests into deaths
recorded in the Digger records. Other Chinese moved on to other
diggings & some stayed at goldfields like Bendigo which still has a
wealth of Chinese history & a Joss House. Beechworth has a big
Chinese section in their cemetery. Also Ballarat has Chinese history
on-line. ©
Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The
History & Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon.
For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot
Hitchcock – email – margothitchcock@bigpond.com

HOUSE TO RENT

‘WANNAWONG’
SC 3br • sleeps 9

• modern facilities
• close to township
• reasonable rates
• weekly or weekend
call Margot

03 9723 3223
or 0439 878 062

GARBAGE MONDAY
JUNE 9th & 23rd
JULY 7th & 21st

Following is part 4 of an expanded version of the talk Penny Garnett gave
at the opening of the Garnett House at the Garden of St Erth (see p15
OctNov ‘13 issue The Blackwood TIMES).
One section of ‘The Man from Snowy River’ was filmed here over 3 very
wet days. They painted the front door & the verandah floor, & there must
have been 100 people involved – the segment lasted all of 6 minutes.
Another part was filmed at the Anglican church, & they painted that too.
There were some exciting times too. The time when a bonfire nearly started
a bushfire; the time when the new bedroom caught on fire in the early
hours of the morning & I put it out with a garden hose; another when a
log rolled out onto the carpet; another when a chimney caught on fire,
extinguished by climbing on the roof with buckets of water. We were
really worried when the shire wanted to site the new tip in the open-cut
mine, after public concern about pollution of the Lerderderg, they put
it somewhere else. A few years later it was closed. There was the heartstopping moment when the roof of the underground concrete tank fell in
just moments after the boys had finished cleaning it out; there was the
time when lightening struck the controls of the watering system; there were
times when the whole community turned out to look for a lost child from
the special school; they were always found. There was the time when I
was driving the decorated ute in the Easter parade & the engine started to
boil; there was the time when Malcolm’s ladder slipped when cleaning the
spouting & he fell through the window of what is now the café. He was
unhurt, but the rhododendrons & crocus underneath suffered a good deal;
& there was the time of the 1983 bushfires when the town was saved by
the big fire two weeks earlier at Greendale & backburning which formed a
natural barrier. The bell tower was blown off the Anglican church that night
& there was the exciting time when the police had chased a car all the way
from Werribee to the front gate. We heard a helicopter overhead; Tom
went out, it was just on dark, & there was the car with its tyres shot out, & a
man, on the ground handcuffed, & yelling blue murder. A few days later
Tom found Jeff Kennett in the garden [he is a very keen gardener] who said
‘ Oh what a peaceful place this is’ & Tom had great delight in answering ‘
Well, you should have been here last Tuesday.....!

~ Penny Garnett (to be continued next issue)

THE GARDEN
~ by Jackie Airey
I’m sitting in my garden on a sunny, still autumn
morning. The birdsong is better than an iPod, the
fragrances are intoxicating & in every direction
my eyes alight on colour & beauty. If this is the
promised paradise, I’m already there.
One of the many reasons we moved to this
gorgeous region of ours, was what we could grow.
The first thing I did here before we committed ourselves, was to check
the soil – yep, chocolate cake, halleluah! The place was just under
2 acres & boasted 8 mature trees & weedy grass – nothing else. We
dreamed of rhododendrons, magnolias, paeonies, tulip trees, daphnes,
hydrangeas, clematis, apples, pears, quinces. My penchant for rare
bulbs & perennials would round off the desire to create a ”grandma’s
garden”. The only plants we felt we might miss out on would be roses,
the climate being so cold & damp. Well, time has proven us right &
wrong: EVERYTHING we wanted to grow, grows.
A strong, cold southerly in winter & the hot, gusty northerly in
summer took their toll on our initial plantings, so we realized we
needed to plan better, be patient, & start with some windbreaks.
(Excuse me, that sweet rosella twittering at me from the tree not 6 feet
away needs to be acknowledged ... OK, I’m back). We found some
$2.00 whips of Yunnan Poplars & interplanted them with some wattles
for 2 layers of windbreak on the southern & western boundaries. The
northern fence bisected a swampy area, so some willow slips went
in there, along with some giant flax someone had ripped out of their
garden.
We prefer curves to straight lines, so arcing the south side of each
bed, we planted the ”protector shrubs”: buddleias, lumas, westringias.
A very useful discovery was that chicken wire held by star pickets
offered just enough stop on the wind to make some difference –
surprising though that may sound. We waited a couple of seasons &
then our covetousness got the better of us & we began to buy & plant
… but that’s a story for another time.

attention blackwood bookworms...
we have a well stocked lending library in the hall?
• borrowing is on an honour system
• the hall is open each Wednesday 10-3pm

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.
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CAN YOU FIND 13 MYSTERY BOXES?

BLACKWOOD, YOU’VE BEEN DUDDED!

by Game designer 9 year old Aidan

Last year DEPI overturned the results of a well-attended Blackwood
community election for our Crown Reserves Committee of Management .
This is the group of volunteers who have for decades managed our Mineral
Springs, Caravan Park, Mechanics Hall and Sportsground.

The GARDEN of ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK

Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm
Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun
Membership & gift vouchers available

To date, and after many requests, there has been no real explanation for this
extraordinary intervention. The nine nominees elected in the traditional
process were denied office by a department which then went about its
own “improved” selection process. Now, after a full eight months, DEPI
has announced the results- the appointment of merely three committee
members. Purely on numbers, this process has to be seen as an abject
failure. As an exercise in community co-operation and trust, the outcome
is even worse. In its April 10 press release, DEPI invites the community to
again raise its hand to bolster numbers on the committee. Are you serious?

votes polled by nominees at July 2013 election

top 9 elected by community

June 8: Chooks in the backyard
June 28: Nuts about Nuts
CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thurh-Mon
(no lunches on Mondays)

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

3 selected by DEPI

Although the Victorian Ombudsman’s February 4 response to our complaint
was disappointing, its investigation officer did refer us to “ the department’s
(DEPI’s) internal documents, which confirm that it had concerns about the
election process and the mix of people elected to the committee”. It seems
that, on receiving letters of complaint immediately after the election, DEPI
was convinced that something was dodgy. However it’s never been about
to admit that, much less argue the point with the community.
We requested these documents through Freedom of Information and were
informed that “ 11 documents relevant to the terms of your request were
identified”. We are now waiting to see what from these documents will be
approved for release.
Keep up-to-date here... http://www.theblackwoodtimes.com.au/
blackwood-news/between-issues 			

~ BH
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WOMBAT Book club
Our next book will be Breakfast at Tiffany’s by Truman Capote.
Come & join the discussion at the Blackwood Pub on Sunday June 1 at
3pm. Very exciting to have the chance on July 6 to discuss the graphic novel
‘Maus: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History’ by Art Spiegelman at
the Blackwood Merchant. It’s free to join our fun social club, & a small
refundable deposit if you borrow the books through the library via the
group.
Need more info? Call Margaret 5368 6858.

REVIEWS
One Hundred Years of Solitude
Gabriel Garcia Marquez
(translated from the Spanish by Gregory Rabassa)
First published: 1972
Publisher: Penguin Books
ISBN: 9780141032436
No wombies for One Hundred Years of Solitude - most of us, though we
did our best, weren’t able to finish it!
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Dear Pet Guru,

Library visits to Blackwood in 2014
The 2013 fortnightly van service from the City of Ballarat is now a weekly
visit by the Moorabool Rural Library Officer to the Blackwood Memorial
Hall, 1.30 – 2.30pm each Wednesday.

Any items borrowed from other Central Highlands Libraries branches
may be returned to the Library Officer, & plans are underway for a dropoff box to be installed in the town.
Whether you are already a member of the library, or think you might
be interested in joining, drop in one Wednesday! Please contact the
Regional Library Officer on 0419519650 for any further queries.

Clinic nurse, (Deirdre) took pity
on the little troublemaker &
eventually brought him home with her. Now, 3 ½ years later, Seamus
enjoys the Good Life in Blackwood; walking, swimming, taking regular
visits to the pub, shaking hands, eating underwear & beanbagging it in
front of the tele.

A community service notice sponsored by FLUX Design Studio
like us on facebook .... FluxDesignStudio

As there were so many characters in the story, it was difficult to remember
who was who. The author had a wonderful style of writing, but it certainly
wasn’t an easy, relaxing read. I would like to read this book again when I
retire & have more spare time!!

The answer is no to both questions and
I think I don’t like you, you creep. Go
away! P.G.

Kirsty: Exceptionally well written, full of fantasy & mythological undertones.
It is a book that needs attention to detail & time to absorb everything as it
could be confusing in parts.

4 wombies
Margaret: I found it hard to believe, as it seemed a very convincing
telling, that the author was not actually married to Hemmingway. My
favourite moment was when Hemmingway took the next generation
of friends to see the bull fights to find the blood & gore was no longer
acceptable. A bit like their lively, though catty, drinking parties. Lots of
insights into the artistic Americans in Paris. Loved the zany & enticing
Zelda & doting Scot Fitzgerald. Must have been fun doing all that
research!
4 wombies
Sue: I thought ‘The Paris Wife’ was well written, but I couldn’t get
past the fact that it is at heart a work of fiction. Although it reads like
an autobiography & is well researched, all the dialogue & thoughts,
& everyday intimacies between Ernest Hemingway & his first wife,
Hadley, are wholly fabricated. So if you are looking for an entertaining,
fictionalised account of their relationship this book is for you, but, if like
me, you think what is the point, then give it a miss.
2 & half Wombies
JInny: Although I enjoyed the read, I was puzzled by many of the
characters attitudes in ‘A Paris Wife’. Perhaps it is a chronicle of those
changing times. The book did leave me curious enough about Ernest
Hemmingway to watch the DVD ‘Hemingway & Gellhorn’ which I did
enjoy, perhaps we need a film club in Blackwood next?
3 Wombies

• WHO’s TATTS THAT? •
You may remember
last edition’s tattoos:
Clint’s proud panther,
a mark of his respect
for all animals, and
Monica’s eternityshaped rose vine with
ship’s anchor and the
text “I refuse to sink”.
Let me know when
you figure out that
one.
In contrast, this tatt
is more tidy-up than
statement. Almost 40
years ago, this arm
had been taken to
by a girlfriend with
a thread-wrapped
sewing needle
dipped in Indian Ink
and, well, not a lot
of forethought. She
scrawled their names.
Realising, as one
should, that it’s never
too late to look cool,
the arm’s owner
recently covered the
homemade job with
this panther (modified
to sport the head of
an Asian tiger). Most
cool.
~ BH

Seamus has a habit of hanging around the clinic with his mum &
would like to share some of the great knowledge he has acquired on
the subject of pet health & hygiene. Look out for his column on
page 19, in which, under no circumstances, will he be discussing his
undie-eating habit.				
~ BH
My siblings & I have a hut in Blackwood that
has been in the family now for 5 generations.
During that time we have participated in a
number of Easter Parades. I have attached some
photos going back over 30 years when we were
kids. I have also attached a photo of us with our
children in the 2014 Easter parade. The last few
years we have participated as:2014 – Sound of
Music; 2013 – Robin Hood; 2012 – Snow White
& Dwarfs; 2011 – Fairies; 2009 - Wiggles

~ Tim Carrigg

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

Kirsty: A very enjoyable book. Well written & researched. This book may
propel you to do further reading to consolidate facts & know some of
Ernest Hemingway’s works.

• POP THE FIZZ •

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

The Paris Wife
Paula McLain
First Published: 2010
Publisher: Little, Brown Book
ISBN: 9781844087204

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

Danny Holder

Brenda: So much reading in these stories of fantasy. It took me back to
my childhood when my mother read me stories from Aesop’s Fables. I
must buy this book & make time to really absorb it. Wonderfully drawn
characters.

This edition’s Blackwoof was
born by emergency caesarean
along with 17 brothers & sisters. 18
puppies! No wonder the caesar,
you will say. Yes, but the real cause
became evident only after
extracting the 17 brothers & sisters;
there, stuck fast in the birth canal,
was the largest of the litter, Seamus
“Plugger” Red Setter; should have
come first, ended up last. Oh dear.

I am thinking of opening a bushtucker
restaurant. Do you know any recipes for
lyrebird and koala pie and do you think
Kentucky fried kookaburra will sell well?

A small collection of books, magazines, DVDs & CDs will be available to
browse & Kerith is on hand to order any items you would like to borrow that
you can’t find there. There is also the website centralhighlandslibraries.
org.au available for online browsing & ordering. Select ‘Blackwood’ as
your pick-up location, & your holds will be available for pick-up from
the hall.

Robyn: I did enjoy this book even though it was a bit heavy going!

Margaret: Sadly poignant to have an author die while reading his book.
The layering of so many intricate stories took me to another life, another
world & rhythm. I gave this book a good go, but also didn’t make it to the
end, though not for want of satisfying reading.

BlackwooFS

top: Little Miss Muffet circa 1982;
above: Sound of Music circa 2014;
below: Cats circa 1982;
bottom right: Chris the Clown circa 1982

Georgia Kathleen Mathews born to Pete and Anna on Anzac Day, 2014. 7 lb 6oz
at Ararat Hospital .Granddaughter for Pete and Jen.
Guess Anna will be tooooo busy for front-of-house at the Blackwood Merchant!
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THREE MEN & A SAUSAGE MACHINE

Laurie & linda’s legacy

“Sausage-making is an art”. Yes it’s a tired, old adage, yet still so
true. From the ancient Babylonian to the modern Blackwoodian,
we’ve all marvelled at the artisan’s ability to turn meaty/offaly goop
into something so agreeable.
Paul & Andy have been up to their elbows in the art for some time
now & have even shared their love of all things sausage & salami with
the curious during workshops at the Trentham Neighbourhood House.
They’d used Paul’s archaic, hand-cranked device made of cast iron
& brass to produce the snags. The gears were clunky & the push rod
battle-weary; not quite Babylonian technology, yet not that far off.
Finally Paul said he was going to buy a spanking–new stainless steel
number, did Andy care to buy the old beast? You bet! And he knew just
the man to take it to.
It’s well known that Darryl was born amongst gears, & very possibly
under one of the lathes down the back of the family factory. The business
has been operating for over 60 years & now Darryl runs the place. It’s
called Carr Gear & it’s in Williamstown. He has 2 dozen engineering
Ninjas who work for him & when they laid eyes on the Beast they at
once pulled it to pieces. Not content with replacing or re-cutting a few
gears, they lovingly rebuilt the machine, polishing brass & painting the
cast iron components British Racing Green & Indian Red.
The sausage machine came back to Blackwood looking worthy of
a pedestal & a glass case. As you can see in the photo, Andy was
delighted. No doubt, now all 3 men will be looking forward to cranking
that old handle & letting the mince flow.		
~ BH

Rude Behavior

• MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR •
1st SATURDAY

1st SUNDAY

2nd SATURDAY

2nd SUNDAY

3rd SATURDAY

3rd SUNDAY

4th SATURDAY

4th SUNDAY

BALLAN MARKET
8am–1pm
Inglis St

DAYLESFORD
MARKET
8am–4pm
Railway Station

KYNETON
FARMERS
8am–1pm
St Pauls Park

DAYLESFORD
MARKET
8am–4pm
Railway Station

CRESWISK
COMMUNITY
9am–1pm
Victoria St

DAYLESFORD
MARKET
8am–4pm
Railway Station

BREAKFAST
BAZAAR
from 9am
Hepburn Springs

DAYLESFORD
MARKET
8am–4pm Railway
Station

DAYLESFORD
FARMERS
9am–1pm
D'ford PS

CASTLEMAINE
ARTIST MARKET
10am–3pm
(not Jan)
Theater Royal

BALLAN
FARMERS
9am–1pm

MALMSBURY
VILLAGE MARKET
9am–3pm
(Sept-May)
Gardens

RIDDELLS CREEK
FARMERS
9am–3pm
(not Dec) PS

TALBOT
FARMERS
9am–1pm
Scandanavian
Cres

LANCEFIELD &
DIST FARMERS
MARKET
9am–1pm
High St

LANCEFIELD/
ROMSEY LIONS
8am–2.30pm
(not Jan, Jun, Jul)
Main St

DAYLESFORD
MAKERS
10am–3pm
Town Hall

CASTLEMAINE
FARMERS
9am–1pm
Mostlyn St

DARLEY MARKET
8am–1pm
Gisborne/Grey St
Darley

WOODEND
9am–3pm
High St

BALLARAT
LAKESIDE

TRENTHAM
SUNDAY MARKET
9am–2pm
Victoria St

TRENTHAM
INDOOR
9.30am–1.30
TNH Centre

GISBORNE OLDE
TIME MARKET
9am–2pm
Hamilton & Aitken

TRENTHAM
FARMERS
9am–1pm
Town Square

DARLEY MARKET
8am–1pm
Gisborne/Grey St
Darley

GISBORNE ALL
SEASONS
9am–3pm
Brantome St

TRENTHAM
MAKERS
9am–1.30pm
Cosmo

Mill Cottage

9–1pm

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

~ Clint Stretton

Remembering my neighbours

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

I don’t understand a lot of things that drive people to do many of the things they
do around the world but a common thing that I have observed in Australia & other
countries is the lack of politeness or manners.
I am relatively young however it has always annoyed me when people are
rude or impolite to others.
It doesn’t seem to matter what age or what type of employment, people don’t
say please, thank-you, excuse me, asking before they take things or looking
somebody in the eyes when talking. Considering others doesn’t seem to matter
to many people unless it’s detrimental to themselves.
I don’t think it matters how big or small or how strong or weak you are or
how important you think you are. It only compromises your own credibility or
integrity. And if the integrity of someone or something is compromised then it
eventually erodes & becomes weaker or collapses & therefore not being what it
or they were originally. Therefore by definition that is weak.
It shouldn’t matter what race or whether you are religious or rich or poor,
manners & considering others goes a long way in my opinion.
How to make someone else feel good doesn’t have to be written in a manual
or a date on a calendar either, because it’s the things that we do for each other
that’s unusual that is remembered the longest.

PET SHENANIGANS WITH SEAMUS

This year, the Queen’s
Birthday
Honours
should
be expanded to include “for
outstanding service to the
community of Blackwood” –
the Order of the Wombat; &
the gong should go to a couple
who have given their all to this
place over the last 26 years.
They left recently for Ballan &
our town dimmed a little with their parting.
Linda & Laurie Byres have been heavily involved with the Blackwood
CFA for over 20 years, with Laurie captain for 6 of those. They were
instrumental in building the station into the successful & well-equipped
outfit it is today; they turned out to incidents, large & small, every fire
season, locally, state-wide & interstate. Their son, Owen, joined the
CFA at the age of 16, as did their future daughter-in-law, Natalie. Linda
was very busy with CERT for just over 10 years; there are many in
Blackwood who owe her a personal debt of gratitude for the care she
gave. There would be no early Christmas morning tradition of Santa
riding around town atop a firetruck, throwing lollies at bleary-eyed
& pyjamed families, without these two. Thank you from my grown
children who still front up every year for the thrill.
The Byres’ legacy to this community is plain to see; except, that is,
for the one thing they left behind that will probably outlive generations
of townsfolk, maybe even the town itself. The most beautiful & friendly
King Parrot, not seen in Blackwood until a single pair chose the right
verandah to rest on some 10 years ago. Laurie & Linda looked after
them, as they do. Now they’re everywhere. That in itself deserves an
Order of the Wombat. 				
~ BH

The Byers lived at one end of Thompsons Road, I lived at the other.
We would often meet in the forest with our dogs, & chat. Little did I
know I would spend a year & a half living with them, as my house
was lost in an electrical fire. As a tribute to them, I’d like to share some
of the fond memories from that time.
• Being offered Southern Comfort to drink, as my house smoldered & not caring after 3 glasses.
• Observing 2 people who could: cook, bake, roast, barbecue,
preserve almost any fruit or vegetable- Grow anything- fix, mend,
recreate & breathe life into almost anything - especially mechanical.
• Seeing the kitchen table filled with homemade sponges, cakes
& biscuits baked on the AGA to take to meetings, events or the
multitude of community causes they belonged to. The best tasting
sponges & cakes ever made!
• Not being able to breathe when the mustard pickles were being made.
• Sharing “Wine Time” most days between 5;30- 7;30.
• Watching our dogs redefine their boundaries, with my dog acting
like a scallywag (who’s house is it anyway?) as Linda spoiled my
dog on the best treats & leftovers.
• The joy of watching their unique relationship with nature- Linda
with the kookaburras & chooks, Laurie with the king parrots, of
which there were 30 birds.
• Sharing washing/ drying up after dinner, airing our opinions.
• Comparing lists of annual rainfall, from Linda’s well kept records
across the years.
• Hearing the CFA pager buzzing in the kitchen, & watching Linda &
Laurie don their “Yellow Suits“.
• Walking to the big tree at midnight on New Year’s.
But most of all , making me laugh when I was the most miserable.
They were true Blackwoodians. I learned much of Blackwood’s history
from their own personal experiences, & by the stories passed on to
them by older Blackwoodians. They were totally self-sufficient, highly
opinionated & passionate, & very generous in their spirits. A part of
Blackwood has gone. Many, many thanks for everything you gave me,
& for making Blackwood so special.
~ Noelle Shader

Woof: I am very excited about my first article in the
Blackwood Times. In this issue I have decided to
cover arthritis, which can affect a lot of pets during
the colder months. I thankfully have no concern here
& have boundless energy!!
Arthritis means inflammation of soft tissue &
bones of a joint. This degenerative condition can
commonly be seen in older pets, but can also
occur in young animals following an injury.

Signs of arthritis in your pet.
Many of the symptoms associated with old age may actually be signs of arthritis.
For example less activity, stiffness (especially after resting,) difficulty in jumping,
behavioural changes, reduced appetite & inappropriate licking.
Changes you can do at home to help.
Warm, draught-free comfortable bedding to help those aching joints. Warm
jacket to wear outside during the day (I manage the Houdini style to remove
mine in 2 minutes). Gentle, controlled exercise on a daily basis, but perhaps
the most important is maintenance of a healthy weight. Obesity puts an
enormous amount of pressure on those sore joints. Massaging & heat packs
can also be very soothing & improves circulation to the affected area.

Treatment of arthritis at the Veterinary Clinic
There are lots of different options which include Anti-inflammatories,
Osteoarthritic medication & Nutraceuticals.
Anti-Inflammatories reduce pain & swelling.
Disease-modifying osteoarthritis drugs slow the progression of arthritis by
inhibiting enzymes that break down cartilage, it improves the joint fluid
resulting in less pain & grating. It also improves blood flow & promotes
nutritious joint cells by removing waste products that cause inflammation.
Pentosan is normally given over an initial 4 weekly course & then
depending on the pets needs.
Nutraceuticals contain natural nutritional joint supplements such as
Glusosamine, Chondroitin & Methylsulfonyimethane which prevent
cartilage destruction & promote healthy joints. An example of this product
is Paw Osteocare range & Joint guard.
Acupuncture & chiropractic therapy can also help & manage arthritic
conditions by relieving muscle tension & improve mobility.
Well hope you enjoyed this interesting topic & remember. pets don’t have
to suffer in silence.

~ Woof for now Seamus

SLOW THE TRUCK DOWN!
A lot of us up this way drive large vehicles equipped with roo bars and
most understand that these bars are not actually designed for killing the roo,
or other wildlife. The sad fact is, though, that the bulk of roadkill comes
from speeding drivers in this type of vehicle; with the knowledge that their
vehicle will be pretty safe from damage, they feel free to plough through
wildlife at will.
Recently such a driver was seen speeding through Barrys Reef even though,
as the witness described “the road that night was like a zoo”. In one hit, the
driver managed to take out a wombat and her rare white baby. Of course,
the vehicle didn’t stop. If you know someone who is a casual roadkiller,
have a quiet word with them.					
~BH
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TASSIE TALES

• Letters to the editor • Letters to the editor •
Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

As I mentioned in a previous letter (published with photographs in the
Blackwood Times October-November ‘13)), my grandfather was a
former clergyman of All Saints Church of England, Blackwood.

A big thanks to Meryl and Peter - surnames unknown, for noticing
water spraying from the pipe connector to the solar hot water panels
and turning off the tap to the unit as well as leaving a note. As we were
overseas at the time, their action saved a huge amount of water being
wasted. We are full of admiration for their kind and thoughtful
intervention.

For your interest &
the historians of the
wonderful Blackwood
& District Historical
Society, please find
attached
this
photograph taken
outside the then
clergyman’s residence,
believed to be circa
1914. It shows my
grandfather, Rev Frederick Parsons, & grandmother Rosie with their son
Freddie (my Dad), who would have been six or seven at the time.

Hi everyone, well back home on the Apple Isle, literally!
Hubby met me at the Boat at 6.30 am, “got a nice surprise for you,
good to have you home.” Now that’s nice I thought…mmm, bed made,
dishes washed, fire going, yes all of the above– plus 4 large buckets
of apples to cook! So, that was the end of the holiday. We now have
apple pies, apple sauce, & hopefully my first try at apple jelly. We had
done 3 buckets of pears before Easter as they were ready–our pears &
apples have been most prolific this year. Not so much luck with the
stone fruits though, only one bucket of plums, and, strangely for here,
hardly any blackberries. Not enough rain, then the sun was not around
long enough to ripen what was there.
I was talking to an old timer a few years ago, there had been an
absolute glut of all kinds of fruit & veg. He told me to keep track
of the weather. ‘You can always predict the type of winter that will
come because,’ he maintained, ‘Mother Nature provides.’ Well, he
was certainly right that year, & I have come to think he was pretty
right in his idea; and, going by him, this winter is coming in fast, &
cold. I noticed the paddocks could almost do with another cut & bale.
The weather has been crazy over here. Well, everywhere really. One
curious thing, no mushrooms! We usually get a few buckets at this
time of year, not a one to be seen.
Easter up there [at Blackwood] was great as always. I loved the
Sound of Music float. I thought the kids were really good. Well, they
all were really. My sister & I were lucky to be shown through the
Fire Refuge–what an amazing concept! Our hubbies are both retired
volunteer firemen, & my youngest son has just clocked up his 14th
year. I wish I had taken photos to show our guys up here [in Tassie].
We are in a very similar situation–a small community with no way out
if the road closes.
We recently had a bad fire here in Wilmot. Our only shop, P.O. &
morning coffee meeting place was gutted. It was the original shop of
the Coles Family & is a very sad loss to our town. It was very lucky that
the petrol was ok, & a lighter side of this terrible fire was that the Bottle
Shop was still standing. Of course the grog had to go, but there is still a
big black hole that will be hard to fill. We have a couple of containers
that are serving as P.O. & for bread, milk & papers & some supplies.
So we can still get on with it. It is a good half hour drive down the hill
to the next shop & servo.
We have just about got our wood stacks full again. Once the fires are
lit they stay going until the very last gasp of winter, & sometimes well
into spring. The wind is the worst part it. It’s a lazy wind, goes right
through you, not around you!!

~ Don and Trischa Owen
Dear Editor,
Darcy & Jack are holding a trivia night in August at the Blackwood
hall. Lee & Karl will be hosting it. Haven’t got details on price yet or
time and still need to confirm date. Flyers will be put up at later date.
~ Sandy Meade
a short & sweet email exchange ...
Hi,

Dad told me that as a boy he slept on the verandah of this house over the bloodstains still in evidence on the spot where a previous
clergyman had been murdered - shot through the bible he was reading
in preparation for his next sermon.

I was just wondering when the April edition will be out. We will be
coming up from School holidays and Easter and would love to know
what is happening out and about

A widow for many years (who lived at her home, ‘The Rest’,
Blackwood), Grandma Rosie was married in her seventies to Jack Nelson
in that same church.

Hi Kirsty,

~ Thank you kindly Kristy

I am now living in Sydney, & am always delighted to read the excellent
Blackwood Times - a great credit to all involved.

I have just put it online now at theblackwoodtimes.com.au

I hope to visit Blackwood again in September. Meanwhile please
remember me to Heinze & Ange, wonderful hosts of the Blackwood
Hotel, & my thanks to all those Blackwoodians who shared their
memories of Grandma Rosie & early Blackwood & Greendale during
my last visit.

Fantastic thank you Jinny :)

~ all the best... Jinny Coyle, editor
Now I can plan my week :)

Kindest regards,
~ Johanna (Parsons) Nicholls

Prior to the Australasian Basketry Gathering, we plan to run some
basketry workshops in the community, in Ballan, Bacchus Marsh and
Blackwood, to raise awareness of basketry and involve locals in an art
installation of natural fibres. These workshops will be lead by Jodie
Goldring, an innovative fibre artist and teacher. Members of the Bacchus
Marsh Basketry group, as well as other Basketmakers of Victoria
members will be assisting Jodie in mentoring interested participants
from the Moorabool Shire.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you require any further
information.
Kind regards from
~ Anne Newton Ph 0412 573 631

CFA Guard-of-honour for Margaret Stockdale

Have you always wanted to sing?
This year U3A Kyneton is keen to get an ongoing U3A choral group
up & running. U3A Network Victoria has announced a U3A combined
choral concert as part of 2014 Seniors Week activities in October. This
special event will be held at the Melbourne Town Hall on October 6
– what an opportunity!
The organisers of the Choral group have now received the program
of songs for the planned U3A combined choral concert. The program
will provide a basis for the first tasks for the singers to start learning
the repertoire.
This is a great chance for all of you who love singing to register your
interest for the choral opportunity. As well as singers U3A Kyneton
is looking for people who have musical skills such as playing piano/
keyboard & conducting.
Contact Pam our U3A Kyneton Program Coordinator on 5423 5223
or M 0417 117 031 or email U3A at u3akyneton@gmail.com

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

In March 2015, the Basketmakers of Victoria (BOV) will be hosting
the biennial Australasian Basketry and Fibre Arts Gathering. In 2003,
BOV was the host of the Gathering and we had a very successful event
at the Lady Northcote Camp at Bacchus Marsh. We have been lucky
enough to secure Lady Northcote again for the 2015 Gathering. I have
been appointed co-ordinator for the event and am keen to promote the
Gathering throughout the Moorabool Shire. The Gathering is open to
anyone with even a passing interest in basketry. This is a non-profit event
with all the tutors giving their time freely and most materials required
are being collected by BOV members to share at the event. The program
usually includes a collaborative sculptural installation, a craft market
that is open to the public, and a free day that enables our interstate and
overseas delegates to visit areas of interest in the locale. (eg, Blackwood
mineral springs, Garden of St Erth, Ballan Art Show and Autumn Festival,
Daylesford etc).
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Dear Editor,

THINKING OF SELLING
IN BLACKWOOD?
Local agents with many years

experience are awaiting your call.
Strong sales in the past 6 months
have increased demand for
properties in your area.

Mark Dudley – 0409 954 396
Rod Grant – 0416 231 782
Suite 4, 132 Inglis Street, Ballan
Ph: 5368 1057

I notice that Rosie Parsons/Nelson’s little house ‘The Rest’, is for sale.
This little house has a special spot in my heart. Even when she wasn’t
there, I was allowed to sit up on the back verandah with my stack of
Anne of Green Gables & a bottle of raspberry elixir (raspberry cordial
in cold mineral water). The smell of the pines & wood smoke drifting
over, that usually that Nana was cooking something yummy. I know I
ate handfuls of wonderful bikkies. Life was good, safe & simple. How
soon we seem to grow up & jump into responsibility.
Speaking of which, I must get busy now outside before it’s too cold
& wet. I have a forest of shrubbery to prune & more bulbs to get in
before it’s too late. We have already had a couple of frosts. I have
plenty of inside jobs, like crates of books–this is my hardest job. I
might read this one again, or that one is a favourite. Oh I have so much
trouble getting rid of books!!
Well, I hope everyone keeps warm & well over winter. God Bless,
take care.
In closing I would like to include some words I read in a magazine
that seem to describe my feelings of belonging, however far away I
may be in miles from Blackwood.
“Home ground is the place where, since before you had words for
such knowledge, you have known the smells, the seasons, the birds &
the beasts, the voices, the houses, the way of working the lay of the
land & the quality of light. You may love the place if you flourished
there, or hate the place if you suffered there. But love it or hate it, you
cannot shake free. Even if you move to the opposite ends of the earth,
even if you become intimate with new landscapes, you still bear the
impression of that first ground.” (by Scott Russell Sanders)
Cheerio for now,
~ Bev Cooper

is that your place?

When Jan would visit her Aunty Flo McDonald in Blackwood
many years ago, it was here at this old home, which was originally a
courthouse, police stables & lockup. She loved watching Flo heating
all their water in a giant steel urn on the fire. These days Jan & Neil
own the place. 17years ago, when building their own home on the
same property, they had to fight the council to be able to keep Flo’s
old place standing.
Times have changed, we hope. We should be able to preserve the
town’s heritage and live & build here. The Shire is currently conducting
a heritage study of West Moorabool, which includes Blackwood.
The survey is being
conducted through site
inspections,
meetings
with Historical Societies
&
with
individual
owners.
Jan, you might need to
listen out for someone
knocking on Aunty Flo’s
door.
~BH
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BEYOND BLACKWOOD...

Roasted Pumpkin and Ginger Soup

From Jen’s
Cookbook

• 1kg Bullarto pumpkin, peeled, seeds removed, cut into 4cm pieces *
• 75g ginger, roughly chopped *

How Much Is A Spud Worth?

• 2 garlic cloves
• 2 tbs extra virgin olive oil

There was much consideration & pondering going on beneath the
marquee of Trentham & Districts Community Bank® at this year’s
Spudfest event. The question on everybody’s lips was how much does
that giant spud weigh in $2 coins? Whilst Craig Lucas of Cairnlea
was buying lunch for his family, one of his children guessed the
spud weighed $270 worth of $2 coins. This guess was spot on the
mark & they won themselves $100 into their Bendigo Bank account.
Congratulations!
Spudfest was only one of a number events that Trentham & Districts
Community Bank® partnered with recently. Trentham Easter Art &
Craft Show is always worth a visit showcasing a broad variety of arts
& crafts created by many talented artists. The branch was pleased to
be in a position to contribute to the purchase of new stands to display
paintings & photographic works in this year’s show.
Another great local event held every year is the Tylden Primary
School Fair & Vintage Tractor Pull. The drizzling rain did little to deter
the enthusiasm of locals & visitors as they indulged in yummy curries,
delicious burgers, market stalls & great music & of course the grinding
& straining of the tractor pull! Each year organisers of the Fair ensure
first aid providers are present at the event & these necessary costs were
covered by Trentham & Districts Community Bank®.
The last couple of years have seen Trentham & Districts Community
Bank® partnering with local families to provide their learner &
provisional drivers with a quality driver education course. The course
provides participants with the experience, skills & knowledge to
understand their abilities on the road, as well as equip them with
strategies to reduce & avoid risk-taking behaviour.
Expressions of interest are being sought for the 2014 Greenlight
program. Your L & P plate drivers will experience a one-day course
that includes discussion sessions, computer modules & practical
driving sessions using Motorvation’s state-of-the-art driving simulators.
To register your interest, please contact the branch on 5424 1608.
Please contact Trentham & Districts Community Bank® Branch for
all your banking, insurance & financial needs on 5424 1608.

• 1L (4 cups) chicken or vegetable stock
• 1/3 cup (85g) mascarpone *
• 2tbs finely-chopped dill
• 1/3 cup(50g) toasted Harcourt walnuts, chopped *
Preheat oven to 180 C. Place
pumpkin, ginger and garlic on
a large baking tray and drizzle
with oil. Season, then toss to
coat. Roast for 45min or until
the pumpkin is very soft (don’t
let the garlic burn).

5–Spice Apple Quince Tart

Puree mixture in a blender or
food processor with 2 cups
(500ml) of stock, then season. If
there are lumps, strain through a
fine sieve. Place soup in a large
saucepan with remaining 2 cups
(500ml) stock and warm over
medium-low heat.
Divide soup among 4 bowls, top with mascarpone and serve with dill
and nuts.
* available at the Blackwood Merchant

Ingredients
Sweet Short Crust
• 280gm butter
• 200gm icing sugar
• 2 eggs
• 500gm plain flour
• 60gm almond meal
Filling
• 1.5kg local, seasonal apples, peeled, halved, cored, thinly sliced
• 1kg quinces, peeled, halved, cored, roughly sliced

1 Market St ph 5424 1611

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits,
farm produce/produce store
ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee
confectionery, local honey etc
rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

July School Holiday
Program

BACCHUS MARSH LIBRARY
Tue 1 July: 1pm Craft Activity
Thurs 3 July: 10am Movie Screening
		
1pm Craft Activity
Fri 4 July: 10am Mobile Wildlife Zoo Show
Tues 8 July: 1pm Craft Activity
Thurs 10 July: 1pm Craft Activity
Fri 11 July: 10am Movie Screening
BALLAN LIBRARY
Wed 2 July: 10am Mobile Wildlife Zoo
Fri 4 July: 2pm Movie Screening
Wed 9 July: 10am Craft Activity
Fri 11 July: 2pm Craft Activity
Please contact Library Services on 5367 2533 to
book. Places are limited.

• 1tsp fresh lemon juice
• 2tbs plain flour
• 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon *
• 1/2tsp Chinese 5-spice powder
• 2tbs chilled, unsalted butter, diced
• 1 beaten egg (for glaze)
• vanilla icecream *

Preparation
Crust
Blend ingredients in processor. Divide in half and shape into disks. Wrap
each disk in plastic; chill for at least 1hr and up to 1 day.
Filling
Combine first 5 ingredients in large pot. Bring to boil. Reduce heat to
medium-low, cover and simmer until fruit is tender, stirring occasionally,
about 25min. Transfer mixture to bowl. Mix in flour and spices. Cool. Can
be made 1 day ahead. Cover and chill. Bring to room temperature before
continuing.
Preheat oven to 200 C. Roll out 1 dough disk on lightly-floured surface to
30cm round. Line 20cm pie dish (not deep dish) with dough. Spoon filling
into crust, dot with butter. Roll out second dough disk on lightly-floured
surface to 30cm round. Cut strips of pastry and arrange lattice across tart.
Glaze with beaten egg.
In the Blackwood Merchant kitchen, Jen puts the finishing touches on her
pumpkin soup. Yum!

A community service notice sponsored by FLUX Design Studio
like us on facebook .... FluxDesignStudio
The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

• ½ cup Harcourt apple cider or sweet white wine *

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

• 1 cup sugar

Bake tart 15min. Reduce oven temp to 190 C. Bake until crust is golden,
about 55min. Cool on rack 30min. Serve warm or at room temp with
icecream.

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

FILM SOCIETY LOSES ITS MEMORY!

43a High Street, Trentham 3458

5424 1000

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Sat 9am-12.30pm
Closed Public Holidays

trentham.pharmacy@frednet.com.au
Istan Czehmester, B Med Sci, B. Pharm, MPS

At the May meeting of the Macedon Ranges Film Society, members
were asked to concentrate on the film being screened & marvel at our
ability to make memories. Guy Pearce who plays Leonard Shelby in
the 2000 film, Memento, has trouble with this. He can’t make new
memories & since he is determined to track down his wife’s killer, this
becomes very difficult indeed. He relies on a system of hand-written
notes, tattoos & Polaroid photos. But does this work?
The MRFS aims over the course of a year, to show films of different
genres & June’s film, Mary & Max, is a far cry from Memento. This
2009 film is a claymated feature film from the creators of the Academy
Award-winning short animation Harvie Krumpet. Writer/director
Adam Elliot employs the voices of Philip Seymour Hoffman, Toni
Collette, Eric Bana & Barry Humphries in this charming tale of unlikely
friendship between two lonely people, an 8-year-old girl living in
Melbourne & a 44-year-old man living in New York.
The Macedon Ranges Film Society meets on the second Wednesday
of every month at 7pm in the Woodend Community Centre. Film notes
are provided & for those who wish, there is supper, kindly supplied by
members. Enquiries about membership must first be made by emailing
mrfilmsociety@gmail.com or call Lorraine on 5427 0921 or Christine
on 5429 5452.
~ by Christine Caley.
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Lavandula
~ lunch under the trees ~ explore
the gardens ~ walk up to the olive
grove ~ find the farm animals ~
relax on a rug, listen to the
birdsong ~ visit the 1860’s Swiss
Italian farmhouse ~ shop in the
Barn, talk with the gardeners ~
come to our festivals ~ discover
Swiss Italian history ~

COSY OPEN FIRES &
MAGNIFICENT BEER GARDEN
open 10.30am-5.30pm except Wed & Thur
garden entry $3.50
350 Hepburn-Newstead Rd,
Shepherds Flat
03 5476 4393

www.lavandula.com.au

• SERVICES DIRECTORY •

Computer running slow?
Strange things happening when you browse the
Net or send emails?

CLEANING:

Most Computer Repairs $70 plus parts.

HANDY MAN:

Two Girls & A Mop – m: 0404 108 966 or 0417 420 806
Phil Nicholls – p: 5368 6337 or 0405 830 155

Hardware, software, networking and Internet
related problems fixed.

LOCAL’S NIGHT FRIDAYS

Special two course menu $25
Complimentary bar snacks
Meat tray raffle

WOOD:
Phil Nicholls – p: 5368 6337 or 0405 830 155
A single line in the services directory costs $60ex for a full year (6 issues:
combined on-line & hardcopy: total distribution 40k+ per issue) paid in
advance.
Book your space by emailing editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

call Karl 5368 6 767

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY FROM 1.30PM
OPEN

Wed - Sunday Midday – late

STABLES

Pizza – Wed and Thurs
Tues – Locals Slab Draw in Bar & Parma and Pasta
Friday – Happy Hour 5–7, $3 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Sunday - Scooner Sundays b/w 3-5pm @$5

Available for weddings
2013 YEAR
private functions
THE
O
& community events PUB TFRUNNER UP

03 5424 1516
Cnr High St & Cosmo Rd, Trentham
www.thecosmopolitanhotel.com.au

JOIN

General Store stocks all, pies, drinks,
icecreams, grocery items, toasted sand,
take away bottleshop, newspapers daily,
bread, ice, and anything else you may
just need. Shop now opens at 10am
every day and is open late with Pub.
your hosts: Greg & Karen Popple

ADVERTISING WITH US MAKES SENSE
downloads from theblackwoodtimes.com.au.
Around 40,000 issues of the Blackwood Times are downloaded
bi-monthly + with 600 hard copies distributed in the area
no-one can deny advertising with us is value for your hard
earned dollars.
Everyone knows you’ve got to be in it to win it & advertising for the
tiny cost of $2.50 per column cm ex GST & an extra 50c per colCm
for your ad to be colour in the online issue makes good sense.

5368 1355

Go to theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au to download booking forms
& specs

June1621• November
• July 19 20
October

8.30am – 2.30pm
at Historic Trentham Station,
Victoria Street, Trentham

4th SUNDAY EACH MONTH
June 22 • July 27
A great selection of stalls
in a unique setting
call Shirley Corneille for an application
5348 5690 or 0427542811

Enquiries / Bookings

Gwenda 5424 1611

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

TRENTHAM
STATION
SUNDAY MARKET

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341

SMALL PRINT: In commercial advertisements in newspapers, traders must include two pieces of
information:
1. their own name or their company name or their registered business name. &
2. either: The street address of their business or a business name registration number or a business
licence number such as their licence number to be an estate agent or plumber (note: an ACN or ABN
is not sufficient)
~ Fair Trading Act advertising requirement June 2004
It is the advertiser’s responsibility to ensure correct information is supplied for their ad.

ADVERTISING RATES @ $2.50per Col CM
CODE

SIZE

A (trade)

w45 X h50mm

$12.50

$15.00

B (bus Card) w95 X h50mm

$25.00

$30.00

C

w95 X h160mm

$87.50

$96.00

D (1/2 page)

w95 X h270mm

$135.00

$162.00

E

w95 X h105mm

$50.00

$60.00

F

w195 X h160mm

$160.00

$192.00

G

w195 X h50mm

$50.00

$60.00

H

w195 X h105mm

$100.00

$120.00

w195 X h270mm

$270.00

$324.00

full page

print &
Web B&W

Your local state MP, Mr Don Nardella MLA
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 9743
9825 or by email don.nardella@parliament.vic.
gov.au should you have any matters you wish to
discuss.

GRANDDESIGN
WINDOWS

PRINT B&W
Web Colour

The Blackwood Times is printed bi-monthly (6 x per year).
Prices are exGST & subject to change without notice.

Download our booking form & visual specs
from theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au

factory 5368 1212
http://granddesignwindows.com.au/
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Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING

Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial
• Competitive rates • Free quotes •
Call Simon on

0417 335 831

(leave a message if no answer)

LIC NO 38657

15 year experienced climber
• all types of trees removed
• Dangerous Limbs Removed • Wood cut up and split
• Stump removal

No job too big or too small

Full garden and handyman service.
Reliable, friendly and experienced. Free Quotes

0423001329 / 53686487

ORIGIN
ENERGY

45kg bottle gas for prompt delivery
at very competitive prices

call GARY on

Mobile: 0405 414 354 or (03) 5368 6658 all areas
www.nilslandscaping.com.au

- paving (concrete and natural stone)
- retaining walls
- lawn and lawn care
- planting
- rock work
- garden design
- maintenance
119 Inglis St Ballan

ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

Nils Thiele-Wittig

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

0409 135 070

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342
Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

RELIABLE CARPENTRY

REGISTERED BUILDING PRACTITIONER
AND CONSULTANT
ABN: 59 283 614 101 DB-U 28049

NO JOB TOO SMALL

SHAUN: 0404 084 147
sabrownbuild@gmail.com

BLACKWOOD
28 Goldenpoint Rd

KANANGRA
Classic 1920s period home, in pristine
condition, over two levels. 7 rooms, mature
garden setting, excellent views and privacy.

$475,000

BLACKWOOD

34 Martin St

BLACKWOOD

June – July ‘14

36 View Crs

Energy efficient home over 3 levels. On around 2570
sqm. Thee bedrooms plus study. Spacious light fill
country kitchen, large living space, fully enclosed
conservatory, hydronic heating, grey water recycling
etc. Workshop and small cottage.

14 Warner St

In the heart of Blackwood. Around a quarter
acre on the main Street. 20’s style cottage
comprising two bedrooms. On elevated
block .

Three bedroom cottage on around half acre. Works to
date include restumping, new roof and plumbing.
Handyman/renovater wanted to take it to the next
step. Close to all town facilities.

$260,000

$250,000

BLACKWOOD

12 Recreation Reserve

BLACKWOOD

BLACKWOOD

29 Golden Point Rd

Cedar cottage over three levels on around quarter
acre. Ground floor with main living area and two bedrooms. Loft space with lots of light would suit studio.
Lower floor with bedroom/living and bathroom etc.

$360,000

5 Vigor St

Well maintained home in elevated position on
Shed, 6m X 12m, with permit on 1,806 sm. With around 2,300 sqm. Comprising two bedrooms,
open plan living/dining, Fully lined double garage
slow combustion heater and generator. Land
contains good tanking, fruit trees and access to suitable for conversion to accommodation. Full
river. Suit weekenders with bikes or 4wd’s. Build length verandah with excellent views. Shedding.
home STCA.

$148,000

One of Blackwood’s renown holiday cottages overlooking the Lerderderg Gorge. Comprising 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large north facing living area
The property sits on around 2.55 acres over five
titles.

$385,000

$470,000

BLACKWOOD

BLACKWOOD 89 Simmons Reef Rd

$375,000

www.fitzgeraldproperty.com.au

BLACKWOOD 8 Recreation Reserve

Cute cottage on around 824 square metres. Two
bedrooms, kitchen/dining, separate lounge, garage.
Short walk to main street shops. Great first home
opportunity.

$230,000

54241866

45 High St Trentham
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