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Visit our nurseries & gardens this spring

top: Garden of St Erth; bottom left Frogmore; bottom right Blackwood Ridge
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The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions 
from the community. If you are at a local event 
please take a photo or two & write a few lines to 
share in our community news.

December ‘14 January ‘15 DEADLINES Nov 15 Nov 20

Advertisers book space

Regular Contributions

Features & Items of Interest:

Community Groups & Clubs

Display Ad Artwork/Content

News, Classifieds, Gig Guide

NO late submissions will be accepted. Submissions, display ads & 
articles can be emailed to editor@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au, 
put in the ‘drop box’ outside the Blackwood Merchant or posted c/o 
Blackwood PO, 3458. 

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour) from 
www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au & while you’re there, sign-up to 
join our eList (directly under the navigation bar).

The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article 
or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily 
those of the editor.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service 
by Jinny Coyle 9687 3744 / 5368 6444 & sponsored by 
FluxDesignStudio.com.au 

theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au ©2013 Jinny Coyle

follow us on facebook.com/theblackwoodtimes

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

editor’s thoughts...
Hello there,
I write this with the sunlight pouring into my office, what a joy it is 

to wake to warm sunlight after a cold old winter.
The footy season’s over & we’re now looking towards the Spring 

Carnival, races & fashion. What fun & games have you got planned? 
Please remember to take photos for our next issue. iPhones take pretty 
decent photos, then you can email them to me (at full quality). Make 
sure you have permission from everyone & that you write the names of 
people in the body of the email.

Blackwood Cricket Club is busy preparing for another bumper 
season. Find the season fixture on p7 as well as a sponsorship form.

In October I’ll be attending the annual Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria’s (CNAV) 2014 conference in October. The 
theme this year is “Embracing Change”. The key-note speaker  this 
year is Genevieve Barlow, a self-employed journalist who writes & 
edits from her home in Central Victoria. She believes community 
papers are treasure troves for citizen journalists & news-seekers alike. 
The main conference is followed by a series of workshops, the AGM & 
then the awards dinner.

As always, thankyou to all our regular contributors, without your 
stories, ideas & time we would have a very small publication. We are 
always happy to accept your photos, articles & letters – please note 
our issue deadlines below. If you’re involved in a community group  
please add your name to our subscriber list at theblackwoodtimes.
com.au so that you receive timely reminders by email. If you contact 
any of our advertisers, please mention you saw them in the Blackwood 
Times.

Over & out for this issue, have a great couple of months.

~ Jinny Coyle

download colour the BLACKWOOD TIMES FREE 
from www.theblackwoodtimes.com.au 

 – &  to be the first to see new issues subscribe to our eList  
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IN A MEDICAL EMERGENCY ring 000 & ask for an 
ambulance BLACKWOOD CERT will be activated. 

Meeting Mr. Charlie duke

I grabbed my camera and my astronomy book. Took a deep breath 
and opened the door. 

We lined up beside the door, all of us a little nervous and very 
excited, the principal, the head of the school board, Zoe another year 
11 and me.  I fidgeted; I’d never met an astronaut before, what would 
he be like?

General Charles Duke walked through the door. He was tall, with 
combed back white hair, dapperly dressed in a suit and smiling 
amiably. I let go of my held breath. I held out my hand.  He took it. 
“Mr. Duke, it’s a pleasure to meet you, I’m Vera.” He shook my hand. 
“Charlie,” he replied smiling.

I was euphoric. Energy bubbled through me and up into a big smile. 
He shook my hand!

I doubt anyone ate very much lunch that day in the school parlour. 
Everyone in our small group, teachers and students alike had 
rediscovered some of our childhood wonder. 

“What was it like on the moon?”
“It was very light. But the whole surface was covered in meteorite 

dust. So our space suits started out pure white but ended up grey as 
anything.

The most beautiful sight I ever saw was this great blue orb rising over 
the moon’s horizon. It was Earth.”

“How did you become an astronaut?”
“Well I didn’t stand in my backyard as a kid and say momma one 

day I’m going to be on the moon.  I wanted to be in the navy. So I 
went to an army college and developed a passion for flying. Now as 
a test pilot I met the group being trained for the missions into space. 
They encouraged me to give it a go and I did. That’s how I got here. By 
saying yes to opportunities.”

“Is it true you held a moon Olympics?”
“I have the record for the highest jump on the moon. But when I 

did it, I jumped up high and then fell on my back. That was where my 
equipment was and I was so scared that I’d broken something. Control 
wasn’t very happy about me for that.”

“How did it feel knowing that you were strapped in a flimsy cockpit 
atop seven stories of rocket fuel ready to blow?”

“I felt like I was sitting on top of a bomb.”
 That was when my physics teacher appeared. He had taught me 

almost everything I knew about Charlie Duke, the Apollo missions 
and space. He was content enough to stand and take pictures but it 
was because of Mr. Stowe that I got to meet Mr. Duke. “Mr. Duke, 
please let me introduce you to your biggest fan, my physics teacher 
Mr. Stowe”. Mr. Stowe’s smile was a wide as can be.

“It’s an honour, Mr. Duke”

~ Vera McCarthy

How an old astronaut time-travels; Charlie Duke regards his younger self 
during a speech at Loretto College, Ballarat.

LADIES DAY AT THE MERCHANT

Rejoice, ladies, and Frock-Up! Oaks Day returns to Blackwood. 
From 11 til whenever at the Blackwood Merchant. There’ll be 
seafood, bubbles, the best chicken sandwiches, on-course punting 
and prizes for the best hat and outfit. Oh, and boys, look smart, 
you’re welcome too.

Blackwood Action Group

Maintaining the momentum from the June 26 public meeting, the group has 
continued to press the Blackwood message to higher levels of government 
& bureaucracy. Some of these meetings have left us hopeful, others have 
been a hard slog, to say the least. None of the agencies we met, though, 
have been left in any doubt of this town’s resolve to survive & prosper. 
The Blackwood Action Group, with your support, will keep nudging the 
powers-that-be towards some solution to our planning problems.

If you received your council rates notice recently, you may be aware of 
the Shire’s devaluation of our town. Every 2 years, Moorabool contracts a 
valuer to conduct an assessment of properties within its boundaries. This 
year, the value of vacant land in Blackwood has been halved & businesses 
devalued by a third, while some residential resale values are also suffering 
. We believe this reflects the planning mess we are in, not the town’s real 
worth & certainly not its potential.

Blackwood has now been left in planning limbo for a full decade, & we 
are starting to witness the resultant decline of the town’s economy. We 
had twice as many businesses 10 years ago & those businesses employed 
locals – gardeners, cleaners, tradespeople. These days very few people 
can get work in Blackwood, most have to commute to work. The town’s 
capacity to manage, through its volunteers, its assets & infrastructure, is 
diminished as there are fewer people ‘about town’ & fewer with close 
community ties. Blackwood’s success as a town has always relied on 
strong community involvement. It just has no future as a dormitory suburb.  

This home of ours, a proud 160 years old, sits midway between the 
resurgent towns of Ballan & Trentham. While Blackwood (thankfully) 
doesn’t have the open land & growth potential of the others, it possesses 
more natural assets than the other two combined & our tourism & lifestyle 
advantages are obvious. Yet Blackwood residents & businesspeople alike 
are being denied the ability to grow, improve or even maintain this town’s 
capacity; & the cracks are beginning to show.

SUMMARY OF AUGUST/SEPTEMBER MEETINGS

Western Water:

4 water authorities are responsible for the Blackwood area and, more than 
any other, it’s Western Water who needs convincing before we’ll be able 
to build again. More meetings to come.

Moorabool Shire:

BAG attended the last 2 regular council meetings & will attend future 
meetings. The Shire responded to BAG’s tabled questions during a special 
meeting  recently (see http://theblackwoodtimes.com.au/action-group).

DEPI:

The first of regular meetings with Merydth Whitehead, Regional Fire 
Manager to discuss fire management of Crown land, its affect on the 
town’s Bushfire Attack Levels & therefore on its ability to build. (see http://
theblackwoodtimes.com.au/action-group).

Emergency Management Victoria: (formerly Fire Services Commissioner)

First of regular meetings with Steve Cameron. EMV has offered a place to 
Blackwood on the pilot Town Resilience Program. BAG will be given the 
backing of EMV when dealing with authorities as well as having access to 
EMV information & management tools; in other words, more clout. 

Shadow Water Minister:

A good meeting with the (if the polls continue to stay put) next Water 
Minister, Martin Foley. Local candidate, Mary-Anne Thomas, arranged the 
meeting & attended. Mr. Foley responded to questions we’d sent prior to 
meeting (see p13) & committed to a solution to Blackwood’s wastewater 
management problems.

State Candidate, Liberal Party:

Meeting with Donna Petrovich as Blackwood Times goes to print. Check  
http://theblackwoodtimes.com.au/action-group for the report. 

BAG members enjoy a laugh with council.
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hoW’s the Weather Been?
~ by Don Owen

JULY & early August have been colder than last year however the latter 
period of August warmed up considerably. Rainfall in August has been 
well below average.

MONTH & YEAR Rainfall (mm) Rainfall historical 
average (mm)

Temp monthly 
min (deg C)

Temp monthly 
max (deg C)

Temp average 
daily max (deg C)

Temp average 
daily min (deg C)

Temp average for 
month (deg C)

July '14 101.7 102.7 -2.3 12.1 9.2 3 6

Aug '14 60.3 110.5 -3.7 17.1 10.8 2.2 6.2

oCtoBer 2014
when what where

Friday 3 Hardrive Radio Springs

Sat 4 Hardrive ‘Chopped’ at Newstead

Sun 5 Hardrive Hudsons in Ballan

Sun 11 Cookers & Eaters Dinner Trentham Mechanics

noVeMBer 2014
when what where

6 Nov Blackwood Oaks Day Blackwood Merchant

7-9 Nov Blackwood Restival of Music 
& Culture

Blackwood

EVENTS & GIGS • EVENTS & GIGS

for around $3pw ex GST your 
businesses advertisement will 
support the continued publication 
of The Blackwood Times. 
Call 5368 6444 or 9687 3744 or 
download a rate sheet from
theblackwoodtimes.com.au It’s springtime & Steve, Keith & Gavin prime themselves for another season of cricket, 

watching the reigning premiers, Blackwood, at a practice match.

BE A PART OF BLACKWOOD 1ST FESTIVAL OF MUSIC & CULTURE
Blackwood Festival of Music and Culture will be held over the weekend 
of November 7, 8 & 9, 2014. This is a pilot festival event celebrating great 
music and aspects of music culture in a beautiful mountain forest setting 
in Blackwood, Victoria located 45 minutes from Ballarat and 30 minutes 
from Daylesford and Kyneton. The festival will feature a diverse music 
lineup including old time, bluegrass, country, Blues and rockabilly genres 
as well as workshops and demonstrations in cajun and old-time dance 
styles and traditional harmony singing.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
We are calling for expressions of interest from people who are willing 
to exchange a few hours of volunteer time helping out at the festival in 
exchange for a free weekend pass. Areas include set up and pack down, 
marshalling, manning gate and stalls, and stage support.

To express interest please email blackwoodacademy2013@gmail.com or 
call 5368 6864 or 0488 777 183.

CALL FOR STALLHOLDERS 
Stalls are available for makers and practitioners of hand-made, home-
grown, vintage, artisan and/or traditional crafts, trades and goods or for 
local community-based non-profit groups.

To express interest please email blackwoodacademy2013@gmail.com or 
call 5368 6864 or 0488 777 183.

MARY-ANNE THOMAS: LABOR CANDIDATE FOR MACEDON
Thanks for the opportunity to write once again for The Blackwood Times 
as the November election fast approaches. I wanted to let you know 
that I have been working to resolve your sewerage issue, an issue that is 
fundamental to Blackwood’s future & prosperity & am delighted that Labor 
has reaffirmed its commitment to a bright future for Blackwood.

SHADOW WATER MINISTER COMES TO TOWN
It was great to be able to host Martin Foley, Labor’s Shadow Minister for 
Water in Blackwood on Wednesday September 24 over coffee at The 
Blackwood Merchant with residents & representatives of the Blackwood 
Action Group -and thanks to Peter for opening for us.

Martin was able to hear first hand your thoughts & concerns about the 
Government’s failure to deliver a sewerage solution for Blackwood despite 
the project having been funded years ago.

As Martin said, he has no doubt the project is technically difficult & no 
doubt that CHW & the EPA are anxious to protect the Lederderg, however 
the real issue is the crisis in the Water Minister’s portfolio. 

As Martin explained the Liberal Government has been gouging money from 
the Water Authorities: by demanding an increased dividend, siphoning 
money from environmental contributions levies & enforcing cost cutting & 
deferment of capital programs.

The upshot of this is that it is unlikely Central Highlands Water now has 
the money to deliver on its commitment to Blackwood.  As you told us the 
Water Minister has been backing away from the commitment as his most 
recent letter to Brendan Hehir suggests.

LABOR WILL NOT GIVE UP ON BLACKWOOD
Labor will not abandon Blackwood & we will not give up on a sewerage 
solution. Blackwood will not be ‘disappeared’ – instead Martin committed 
that should Labor win Government he will bring all relevant authorities 
together within his first 100 days to map out a plan to deliver on the 
publically funded commitment for a sewage solution for Blackwood.

Our meeting finished with a quick trip to admire the ‘most beautiful cricket 
ground in Australia’ & the pristine waters of the Lederderg. Thanks to 
Brendan, Jinny, Noelle, Nick, Des & Peter for meeting with us.

HEALTH & EMERGENCY SERVICES IN MELTDOWN 
Another issue of concern in Blackwood & shared by residents across 
Macedon is Government support for our emergency services. 

Macedon is made up of many small towns, where residents take 
responsibility for being well prepared for bushfires & other emergencies, 
including volunteering for CFA, SES or CERT.

Well-resourced & reliable emergency services are critical to peace-of-
mind for all Victorians, but are acutely felt by those of us living in bushfire 
prone areas out of the way of larger regional centres.

Unfortunately as we enter the 2014-15 fire season our emergency services 
are in disarray 

The problems start with Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority 
where Triple-0 dispatch time targets for ambulance, SES & CFA have not 
been met.

The ambulance crisis is hurting Victorians, hurting hospitals – now it’s 
hurting our Triple-0 service.

While ambulances are ‘ramped’, unable to transfer patients to our 
overcrowded & underfunded hospitals, they are not available to attend 
to new emergencies – that leads to a blow-out in response times. The 
Government’s response to this crisis has been to continue its war on 
paramedics & refuse to release data despite a direction from the parliament 
to do so.

Labor will end the war on our hard working paramedics, release the data 
& end the ambulance crisis.

We have also seen massive cuts to our fire fighting services putting added 
pressure on to our volunteers who are doing their best despite the Liberal 
Government’s failure to provide the equipment, training & support our 
volunteers need.

Labor’s approach is quite different, we will treat our hardworking 
paramedics & career & volunteer fire fighters with the respect they deserve,

FOLLOWING THE CAMPAIGN
It’s been great getting to know so may of you during the campaign; I have 
enjoyed the willingness of Blackwood residents to really tell me what 
they think! A reminder that you can follow my campaign on Facebook 
at MaryAnneMacedon & message me anytime or call on 0487 237 600.

DONNA PETROVICH: LIBERAL CANDIDATE FOR MACEDON
I have lived in & raised my family in the Macedon Ranges for the last 23 
years. I have been a Shire Councillor, Mayor &  Member for Northern 
Victoria. In Opposition, I served as Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for 
Health Services & Shadow Secretary for Bushfire Recovery. 

When the Coalition came to office at the end of 2010, I was appointed 
Parliamentary Secretary for Sustainability & the Environment. In that 
position, I oversaw the trebling of prescribed burning throughout regional 
Victoria from the low of 50,000 hectares a year under Labor. Restricting fuel 
loads is the only way to control fires before they start. This is a clear point 
of difference from the Labor Party which showed itself to be scandalously 
negligent in office. Under the Napthine Government, prescribed burning 
has reached 250,000 hectares a year.

The Napthine Government has now implemented 56 of the 67 
recommendations of the Bushfire Royal Commission & is progressing 
on the others. Under its $750M Powerline Bushfire Safety program,  
powerlines are being undergrounded in areas of high fire danger. As part 
of Stage 4, $200M will help residents in Bendigo, Ballarat & Macedon 
Ranges shires underground powerlines. In January, Australia’s first co-
located Community Fire Refuge & Country Fire Authority fire station was 
opened in Blackwood. This $1.4M facility gives the Blackwood community 
a refuge of last resort during bushfires.  

The Napthine Government is investing $40M to fix mobile blackspots across 
regional Victoria & provide free Wi-Fi on V/Line trains. The Government 
is also working with landholders around Blackwood to ease difficulties, 
arising from stringent bushfire planning controls. There are also complex 
waste-water management issues which require ongoing investigation & the 
Coalition Government is committed to working with the community.

Over the past 3¾ yrs, the Victorian Coalition Government has worked hard 
to undo or lessen the messes, left by Labor, many of which have increased 
our cost of living pressures such as a desalination plant that costs over a 
million dollars a day without using any water. The Coalition has also had 
to fix Victoria’s finances. Under Labor, spending was outrunning revenue 
by .7% each year which would have meant a $60M government debt 
by next year if this had continued. This means that instead of spending 
millions on paying interest, funding is available for community needs. In 
health, education & training, transport & roads, spending by the Victorian 
Government is at record levels. For example, the Napthine Government is 
spending 50% more on vocational education & training & student numbers 
have grown by 51% more than under Labor. Our ambulance service is 
attending 76,000 more cases each year than under Labor because we 
have invested in 539 extra paramedics as well as extra ambulances & 
new ambulance stations.  We are spending a record $8.5M on Victorian 
schools & investing 40% more on school maintenance than under Labor. 
Our elective surgery waiting list has gone down. Under Labor it was so bad 
there was a secret list.

In public transport, the Napthine Government has added 10,000 extra bus, 
train & tram services a week, is reducing metro fares from next year & adding 
1000’s of extra V/Line seats through the provision of 43 new V/Line rail-cars. 
The Government is providing a rail link to the airport, reducing congestion 
through the East-West link & providing record funding for regional Victoria, 
including the $4.1M Regional Rail Link & a $40M program to fix country 
level crossings which recently completed the 50th one.

The Coalition’s $1 billion Regional Growth Fund is also providing for 
projects, big & small, across our region. I believe that governments should 
be judged not on what they promise but on what they deliver. I would be 
proud to serve the people of Blackwood & the rest of the Macedon electorate 
in a government that has shown it can deliver for the people of Victoria. 

need a
babysitter?

call Monica
5368 6824
• Cert III Childcare

• working with children check; 
• can supply references

FroM the desKs oF the MaCedon 
Candidates:
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CoMMunity group updates 
Blackwood action group

see articles p2, 3, 8 & 13 as well as online at http://theblackwoodtimes.
com.au/action-group)

~ Blackwood Action Group

Blackwood Cemetery trust
Linda Henry and Ray Castellin were renominated as members of the 

Blackwood Public Cemetery Trust.

~ Walter Zanon

Blackwood Cricket Club
Cricket season is upon us again, yes I know the footy just finished 

but ...
For those who are unaware, Blackwood Cricket Club are now BACK 

to BACK PREMIERS (2012/13 & 2013/14) & as such they have moved 
up another grade, now in ‘D’ grade with the Gisborne District Cricket 
Association

This year the club has 11 HOME games – yes, that’s right 11, & 5 of 
them are before Christmas as per the fixture (opposite).

At ALL home games both the canteen & bar are open for you to 
purchase food & drinks.

It would be fantastic to see people down at the beautiful recreation 
reserve supporting our only sports team, just come for the day or if you 
are so inclined, there are membership packages on offer: $50 Single 
Membership & only $80 for a Family Membership. Details & forms 
available at ground on game days (first drink is free at EVERY home 
game with a membership!!!!)

We are also chasing SPONSORS for the club – it’s a great package 
that includes your own business sign displayed at the ground for the 
entire season. Details can be found on facing page.

More info about the fixture or general game info can be found at
F: Blackwood Cricket Club (follow us)
W: gdca.vic.cricket.com.au

~ Jodie Bantz

Blackwood uniting Church
The Uniting Church of Blackwood will be running a film night to be 

held at the Blackwood UC in Martin Street as a funds raiser.
The movie will be “THE BLIND SIDE” staring Sandra Bullock, 

Quinton Aaron and Tim McGraw. Show time starts at 6pm with 
intermission at 7pm. Cup of tea & coffee with scones and jam will be 
provided during intermission. Entry fee will $10 (includes supper). All 
proceeds will go to the Uniting Church and affiliated care facilities.

Pizza may be included at an additional cost. The date is yet to be 
announced but will be around late October, probably on a Saturday.

~ Walter Zanon

NO REPORTS have been submitted by Blackwood CFA, Blackwood 
CERT, Blackwood Crown Reserves Committee of Management,  
Blackwood & Barry’s Reef Landcare Group, Blackwood Historical 
Society, Blackwood Progress Association or Blackwood Senior Citizens. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
BLACKWOOD COMMUNITY EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE TEAM COMMITTEE OF 
MANAGEMENT.

The Annual General Meeting of Blackwood CERT 
Committee of Management Inc. will be held on Wednesday 
15th October 2014 at the CFA Training Room, Greendale 

Rd, Blackwood at 7:30pm.
All interested community members are welcome to attend. 

Please contact Anne Vergona on 03 54241760 with any 
queries.

 

BLACKWOOD CRICKET CLUB INC.

 
 

SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL

 
 

The Blackwood cricket club is seeking club sponsors
for the 2014/15 cricket season and beyond.

 

 

For a sponsorship of  $300.00, please
consider the following package:

 

• 600mmx450mm sign, to your design and 
displayed at the ground though out the season

 

• Gold family membership valued at $80.00
  (see membership application)

 

• Blackwood cricket club Sponsors Cap or
  Stubby holder (to be presented on Sponsors day)

 

• Invitation for two to our sponsors day with food
  and drinks included. Saturday November 22nd

 • 2 tickets to our presentation night valued at $70-

 • Appreciation plaque presented on the night.

 

With the great support of our sponsors over the last few years,
below are some of the things we have achieved for both our club
and the Blackwood community.
• A new full size cricket pitch, a cost of  $7000.00.

 

• A new commercial drinks fridge in the new pavilion.

 

• Installation of a stove and oven in the new kitchen.

 

Goals for this year will be funding for

• A new fridge/fr eezer in the new kitchen. 
• Safety fencing for children’s play area. 
• Specialist coaching days through out the year. 

All these facilities can be used by the community when hiring
the ground for special events.

 

 
 
Our aim is to provide our sponsors with value for money, keeping in mind the money we receive through your sponsorship 
is keeping the Blackwood Cricket Club going and improving into the future. 
  

SPONSORSHIP BLACKWOOD CC 2014/15
  

Business Name:__________________________________________________________
________________________  

Address:________________________________________________________________________________________
  

Email:__________________________________________________________________________________________
  

Names for membership cards:_______
________________________________________________________________  

Minimum cost is $300.00, or if you are willing to sponsor more please feel free to do so. Your suppo
rt will be greatly appreciated. 

*** Please make cheques payable to Blackwood Cricket Club & return with this form to BCC, PO Box, 250  Ballan  3342 
 

 

ROUND 1: SAT. 4th OCT. 12.30pm 
EAST SUNBURY  V  BLACKWOOD 
AWAY: GOONAWARRA RECREATION RESERVE 

ROUND 2: SAT. 11th OCT. 1.00pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  BACCHUS MARSH 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE  

ROUND 3: SAT. 18th OCT. 1.00pm 
ROMSEY V  BLACKWOOD   
AWAY: BENDIGO BANK OVAL ROMSEY

ROUND 4: SAT. 25th OCT. 1.00pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  SUNBURY UNITED 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE  

ROUND 5: SAT. 1st  NOV. 1.00pm 
HESKET  V  BLACKWOOD 
AWAY: HANGING ROCK RESERVE

ROUND 6: SAT. 8th & 15th NOV. 1.30pm 
ST ANTHONYS  V  BLACKWOOD 
AWAY: MCPHERSON PARK SOCCER GROUND

ROUND 7: SAT. 22nd & 29th NOV. 1.30pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  DIGGERS REST BULLA 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE

BLaCKWood CriCKet CLuB 
MatChes 2014/15

ROUND 8: SAT. 6th & 13th DEC. 1.30pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  HESKET 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE

ROUND 9: SAT. 20th  DEC. 1.00pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  ST ANTHONYS 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE

ROUND 10: SAT. 10th JAN. 1.00pm 
DIGGERS REST BULLA  V  BLACKWOOD 
AWAY: DIGGERS REST MAIN OVAL

ROUND 11: SAT. 17th & 24th JAN. 1.30pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  EAST SUNBURY 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE

ROUND 12: SAT. 31st JAN. & 7th FEB. 1.30pm 
BACCHUS MARSH  V  BLACKWOOD 
AWAY: MASONS LANE OVAL NO.2 

ROUND 13: SAT. 14th & 21st  FEB. 1.30pm 
BLACKWOOD  V  ROMSEY 
HOME: BLACKWOOD RECREATION RESERVE

ROUND 14: SAT. 28th FEB. & 7th MAR. 1.30pm 
SUNBURY UNITED  V   BLACKWOOD   
AWAY: LANGAMA PARK NO. 2

SEMI FINALS SAT. 14th & SUN. 15th MAR. 1.00pm 
FINAL SAT. 21st & SUN. 22nd MAR. & SAT. 28th & SUN. 29th MAR. 
1.00pm 

FroM MooraBooL shires’ desK:
Fire preparations:

It is time to reflect on what we can do to prepare for the next fire season.  
Property owners should continue to take action by cutting grass, clearing 
gutters & areas around their houses of leaves & twigs & removing rubbish 
& built up fuels from their properties.  

For example:

• Keep grass short – no more than 10cm high

• Make space between plants & trees

• Keep fallen leaves & twigs no more than 2cm deep.

Establish & maintain firebreaks throughout the year & consider working in 
conjunction with neighbours to reduce the risk on adjoining properties.  

Council’s Municipal Fire Prevention Officer commenced inspections 
within the Shire on September 22, 2014.

BLaCKspot Funding:
Council is waiting on the Federal Government to announce whether 
Blackwood was successful in its application for Mobile Blackspot Program 
funding from the Federal Government.

“We have been lobbying for better mobile phone coverage for Blackwood 
for a long time. The lack of coverage is unacceptable, especially in an 
area that has a high fire danger every summer,” Moorabool Mayor Cr Paul 
Tatchell said.

Cr Tatchell said lobbying state & federal governments had been done, but 
residents of Blackwood could now lobby their current telecommunication 
company (Telstra, Optus or Vodafone) to get the companies to advocate on 
their behalf for better coverage.

new local birthing centre
Kyneton Health’s maternity unit is opening its doors on November 6 at 
7pm to hold a maternity supper meet & greet. Pregnant women & those 
who are planning to start a family soon are invited to come along & meet 
their local midwives & talk about options for care during pregnancy & 
childbirth.

Kyneton hospital provides a quiet & safe birthing facility for families from 
the region. The midwives are a small team with over 100 years of midwifery 
experience.  Working with GP obstetrician Dr Tim Stobie, the service 
provides individualized care within the public health system. Childbirth 
& breastfeeding education is provided during pregnancy, with a lactation 
consultant available for appointments & home visits after birth. Kyneton is 
accredited as a breastfeeding friendly health service. 

Community members are invited to come & meet the skilled midwifery 
team, & find out

• why a small team approach makes a difference to pregnancy care, 
birthing & early parenting.

• how midwifery led care leads to low rates of intervention & high rates 
of normal births.

• how Kyneton Maternity delivers safe care in collaboration with larger 
hospitals when needed.

Families will also be taken on a tour to see the family-centred postnatal 
rooms, designed so that fathers/partners stay after the birth. Each family 
stays in a private room after the birth to promote rest, recovery & bonding.

Midwives Frances, Cath, Helen, Sam, Lisa & Elvira are keen to meet 
expectant families & hear what they would like from their maternity 
care, & to share the fantastic local service available right here in our own 
community.

For further info ph 5421 2840 or email eearthstar@kynetonhealth.org.au
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for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

The GARDEN of ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK
Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm 

Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun
Membership & gift vouchers available

October 11: SPRING FESTIVAL

CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thur-Mon
(no lunches on Mondays)

 

MARK DUDLEY – 0409 954 396
ROD GRANT – 0416 231 782

Suite 4, 132 Inglis Street
Ballan 3349

www.raynerrealestate.com.au

WE PUT YOU FIRST

 5368 1057

 • MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR •
1st SATURDAY 1st SUNDAY 2nd SATURDAY 2nd SUNDAY 3rd SATURDAY 3rd SUNDAY 4th SATURDAY 4th SUNDAY

BALLAN MARKET 
8am–1pm 
Inglis St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

KYNETON 
FARMERS 
8am–1pm 

St Pauls Park

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

CRESWISK 
COMMUNITY 
9am–1pm 
Victoria St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

BREAKFAST 
BAZAAR 

from 9am 
Hepburn Springs

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm Railway 
Station

DAYLESFORD 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 
D'ford PS

CASTLEMAINE 
ARTIST MARKET 

10am–3pm 
(not Jan) 

Theatre Royal

BALLAN 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm

Mill Cottage

MALMSBURY 
VILLAGE MARKET 

9am–3pm 
(Sept-May) 
Gardens

RIDDELLS CREEK 
FARMERS 
9am–3pm 

(not Dec) PS

TALBOT 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 

Scandanavian 
Cres

LANCEFIELD & 
DIST FARMERS 

MARKET 
9am–1pm 

High St

LANCEFIELD/
ROMSEY LIONS 
8am–2.30pm 

(not Jan, Jun, Jul) 
Main St

DAYLESFORD 
MAKERS 

10am–3pm 
Town Hall

CASTLEMAINE 
FARMERS  
9am–1pm 
Mostlyn St

DARLEY MARKET 
8am–1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

WOODEND 
9am–3pm 

High St

BALLARAT 
LAKESIDE

9–1pm

TRENTHAM 
SUNDAY MARKET 

9am–2pm 
Victoria St

TRENTHAM 
INDOOR 

 9.30am–1.30 
TNH Centre

GISBORNE OLDE 
TIME MARKET 

9am–2pm 
Hamilton & Aitken 

TRENTHAM 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 

Town Square

DARLEY MARKET 
8am–1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

GISBORNE ALL 
SEASONS 
9am–3pm 

Brantome St

TRENTHAM 
MAKERS 

 9am–1.30pm 
Cosmo Pl
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HOUSE TO RENT
‘WANNAWONG’  

SC 3br • sleeps 9  
• modern facilities  
• close to township 
• reasonable rates  

• weekly or weekend
call Margot 

03 9723 3223  
or 0439 878 062

GARBAGE MONDAY
OCT 13th & 27th
NOV 10th & 24th

Open Hours
Thursday to Monday 9.00am – 4.00pm

Friday Evenings from 6.15pm

21 Martin St, Blackwood
5368 6525

mountain air, quirky & inviting

OVERLOOK THE LERDEDERG GORGE 
FROM OUR DECK WHILE ENJOYING A 
RELAXED BREAKFAST or LUNCH made 

from SEASONAL LOCAL PRODUCE 
or MAYBE a QUIET COFFEE and an 

AFTERNOON GLASS OF WINE AS YOU 
TAKE IN THE COUNTRY ATMOSPHERE 

of THE PROVIDORE.

OUR NExT SPECIAL 
PIzzA NIGHT WILL BE A 
TURKISH THEME WITH A 
LOCAL BELLY DANCER, 

COMING SOON

Jodie & Robyn celebrate a combined 100 years (40th & 60th birthdays). I wonder if the 
baby makes it 101.

iF you Can’t FLush it, Burn it!
The ‘Incinolet’ is an incinerator toilet that has been approved by the EPA 
for use in Victoria. It is a dry-based system & uses no water or additives. It 
has the potential to be suitable for small blocks, where the area for a water-
based flushing system may not be sufficient to comply with Code of Practice 
for onsite wastewater management.

There are two models on the market. One is approved for use by up to four 
people in a household. The other model is approved for use by up to 8 
people in the household. 

A paper liner is dropped into the bowl prior to use, which captures the 
waste, then both liner & its contents drop into the incinerator chamber 
when the foot pedal is pushed. 

Several people may use the toilet in succession & the toilet can be used 
during an incineration cycle. The toilet’s incinerating heater alternates on 
& off for an hour. The blower stays on for an additional 30 to 55 minutes. 
Electrical energy use is estimated to be about 1.5 KWH per incinerating 
cycle. There is no odour & the ash pan only needs to be emptied weekly 
(or more often under conditions of frequent use). The ash produced can be 
bagged & put out with the rubbish collection.

Wastewater from the kitchen, bathroom & laundry still needs to be treated 
onsite, but is considered grey water & can be treated using an advanced 
grey water system. Generally, these grey water systems treat wastewater to 
a higher quality standard & require less disposal area than for systems used 
to treat black water from a flushing toilet. If it can be demonstrated that all 
this grey water can be treated & contained on site this may be a solution to 
some small blocks in Blackwood.

Moorabool Shire Council has no in-principle issues with the use of this 
incinerator toilet system, as it has an EPA Certificate of Approval. This option 
would still need to be approved by the water authorities at the planning 
permit stage.

Further information on the system can be obtained from the following 
website: http://www.hitechpacific.com.au/incinolet.html

There is also a short YouTube clip available, showing its operation: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHrAkBhpl8Y          ~ Des Peters, BAG

photo to right: from http://www.hitechpacific.com.au/incinolet.html

the  garden n0 17
~ by Jackie Airey

We didn’t really plan this garden. Instead, it 
grew like topsy in sections added when the whim 
caught us, or we had adopted too many plants in 
need of a good home (aka – been to a nursery), or 
some event required acknowledgement in the form 
of earth, living things, energy & love. 

There are at least 4 feline members of our family 
helping to feed things from the bottom up & each is responsible for 
the nourishment of a particularly important plant – two for specifically 
chosen roses, another for a huge, hungry peony, ’The Golden Hind’ & 
our darling Big Ginge is looking after a variegated hydrangea ...

Commemoration has played a big part in determining the shape of 
things here, with 2 of our large beds created specifically to hold plants 
that once belonged to other gardeners, close & important to us. Our 
friend Charlie Miller once ran the local General Store & he & his wife 
Elton grew beautiful huge, blowsy dahlias. Many of these tubers came 
to us when the property changed hands, along with some English 
primroses, luxuriously fragrant violets & poppy seeds. 

His huge brown boronia megastigma – the largest I have ever seen, 
with perfume to match – was a definite risk to try to transplant. As 
its choice of fates was between the tip & a chance of a new life, we 
took the latter. It gave us two good years, before finally giving up the 
ghost. The dahlias are the backbone of ’The Charlie Bed’, bordered 
by buddlejas & apple trees as the southern windbreak. They give us 
an amazing blaze of colour in late summer, with yellow thalictrums, 
verbena bonariensis & various bulbs filling out the other seasons.

Several old roses from my mum’s garden, plus some more added to 
keep them company, help to fill ’Dot’s Bed’. The focal point here is a 
magnolia soulangeana, as she often admired them, but never managed 
to have her own. Of course there are pansies here, & daffodils & 
bergenia – a wonderfully old-fashioned plant that seems to flourish in 
established, neglected gardens. For me, this perennial is a symbol of 
toughness & endurance exhibited through beauty. 

A similar quality seems to emanate from Mum’s collection of small 
garden gnomes which peek out from behind the foliage in this bed, 
all of their colours now faded from decades of sun & rain. Are they 
kitsch? Do I care?

So our garden is not in any way the result of an intellectual exercise 
in design & cleverness. Whilst it is no doubt unfashionable to admit 
it, there are certainly elements of sentimentality here. It unashamedly 
reflects us, our desires, philosophies & predilections.

Gardens can offer us more than prettiness, relaxation & exercise. 
They can be resting places for living reminders of our own soul’s 
journey, the iconic (and I use that term in its correct sense here) power 
of these plants & objects offering spiritual comfort in a world with few 
opportunities for introspection & stillness.
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Woodside Retreat is perfect for couples or groups seeking a private escape 
in a tranquil parkland setting. This spacious, self-contained 4 bedroom house 
retains its original 1930s charm enhanced by a stylish renovation. Luxury 
features like a plasma TV, double spa bath a contemporary stainless kitchen 
compliment the open fire & polished hardwood floors.

Nestled in the Wombat State Forest, frequently visited by friendly kookaburras, 
kangaroos & wombats, & located just an hour away from Melbourne in historic 
Blackwood. It is the perfect place to unwind, relax & reconnect with family & 
friends.

woodsideretreat.com.au
0410 431 410

LoVe, hate, pride, respeCt
Words that describe a feeling or emotion are used so often to 

describe inanimate objects or colours or tastes. We sometimes forget 
the real meaning of the word of what they were intended to describe 
in the first place. Some of these words are hate, love, respect & proud. 

I don’t think I am better than anyone else for the decisions I made 
or make in my life, but respecting yourself, or myself, is the first step 
to actually feel what these words really mean. I don’t think you can 
respect other people before you firstly feel respect for yourself at some 
stage in your life. I respect life in general, so in a way I would have to 
be a hypocrite if I didn’t respect myself. 

 I hear children use the word hate to describe a food they dislike the 
taste of, instead of just saying I don’t like that food. Or adults saying 
they hate an opposition football team for example. My own children 
sometimes use this word in that context & I discourage it, because 
the word hate for me was trained into us during Infantry training as a 
mechanism to be able to take the life of an enemy soldier. So hate is 
definitely used in the wrong context in everyday use. But to be able to 
feel hate you also have to feel love for someone or even just love for 
life itself, in my opinion.

If you feel respect for someone then you can feel proud of them. If 
you feel proud of a person then you can feel love for them. The same 
goes for this country, Australia. If you respect Australia then you can 
feel proud of Australia. If you feel proud of Australia then you can love 
Australia. That is a natural progression of feelings or emotions in my 
opinion. 

This country along with the planet gave me life, so I respect that & 
could never hate something that gave me life.     

~ Clint Stretton Pl
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View Cottage
fully self contained holiday rental

3 bedroom house with views 
• sleeps 5 • close to town • wood heater 

• BBQ • decking •washing machine & dryer
ring Judith on 03 9315 0576 

or 0408 569 367 

THRIVE Treatment Centre

www.thrivetreatment.com.au

IN PAIN? STRESSED?
Try Scenar Therapy for

Chronic Conditions
Pain Relief 

Sports Injuries
Women’s Health

call Brenda 5368 6770Call Genevieve 0407 013 014

over 350 Weddings o�ciated
Trainer of Celebrants since 2003
www.genevievemessenger.com

❤ inspiration❤ creativity❤quality ❤

Am�eside Cottage
• 3 large bedrooms (sleeps 7)
• newly renovated with all comforts
• Fully fitted kitchen with new modern homewares
• Telephone, wifi, TV, in-house DVD’s, games, books  
    & magazines, music system
• 2 acres of beautiful English & native garden
• pet & child friendly with swings/playhouse

contact FITZGERALD PROPERTY 5424 1866          hello@fitzgerald.com.au

by Kathie Strmota

Acne is a challenging condition for 
anyone, but for teenagers, already struggling 
to find a place of acceptance amongst their 
peers, it can be a huge emotional & mental 
burden.

Commonly found on the face, upper 
chest & back, pimples usually come about 
from over-production of oil by sebaceous 
glands in the skin. Oily matter builds up 

under the skin, creating the little white-heads we all know & love. 
Imbalances in oil production often occur with hormone fluctuations, 
so pimples are common in teen years & pre-menstrually. Pimples also 
contain bacteria, which breed within oil glands & spread across the 
skin infecting other vulnerable areas. Acne results when bacterial 
spread affects large areas of skin with chronic pimple eruptions.

The best approach is to cleanse the skin regularly, to reduce infection 
& allow it to heal, while also providing internal treatments which 
strengthen immunity & skin integrity, stabilise hormones, & support 
liver detox functions. 

Eat lots of fresh, raw fruit & vegetables, along with regular whole 
meats & oily fish to provide a balanced spread of necessary nutrients. 
Reduce ‘junk foods’, which create a toxin burden on the immune 
system.

For severe chronic acne, more intensive nutritional supplementation 
over 3-6 months may be needed to overcome the infectious condition 
before it can be kept at bay by a clean diet alone. These nutrients 
include vitamins A & D & fatty acids (supplied nicely by cod liver 
oil) to strengthen skin integrity & immunity, along with vitamin C, 
zinc, & probiotics, to further support immune function. The herbal 
teas Dandelion root (liver support), Burdock root (blood cleansing), 
& Fenugreek seed (lymphatic elimination), can also help clear toxins 
from the body & improve skin health.

For skin cleansing & external applications, choose things which are 
antiseptic & soothing – the fewer chemical fillers the better. Honey is 
a lovely antiseptic & can be used as a weekly face mask. Lemon juice 
(diluted with water) makes a nice astringent skin toner to follow a 
honey mask or other cleansers. Garlic is an excellent antibiotic, both 
internally & applied directly to the skin. Cut a clove in half & rub its 
‘oil’ over affected skin before bed (or buy some garlic oil capsules). 
Use calendula ointment (antiseptic & healing) on pimples which have 

heaLth BasiCs: aCne ... aCCept 
yourseLF

burst & released, especially if ‘picking’ has turned them into ‘wounds’.
Metaphysically, acne indicates that some hidden parts of your 

being are trying to break through, to be seen & acknowledged. This 
is often associated with self-doubt or confusion about your identity & 
some sense of discontent with yourself. You are not sure about your 
‘content’, about who you really are. You may think yourself ugly & be 
afraid to show what’s within. You may feel shame, or dislike something 
about yourself. Whatever the ambiguity, it is rarely related to practical 
life issues, & much more about knowing & accepting who you are. It’s 
no surprise, then, that acne is so common in teens, where the growth 
journey is all about developing self-esteem & confidence & asserting 
one’s own identity.

Engage in practices which involve self-reflection, & encourage you 
to see & accept yourself, your gifts, your power, your beauty, & to 
confidently show these to the world. You need to look within, & see how 
amazing you are in there, rather than looking outward & comparing 
your weaknesses against other people’s apparent ‘perfection’. Release 
self-judgment & self-criticism. Express self-acceptance & self-love.

Affirmations: I fully love & accept who I am right now. I’m totally 
okay, just the way I am. I allow my true self to be seen & accepted by 
others.

Heinz & Ange welcome you to the

OPEN: noon til late (closed Tuesdays)
Meals: noon til 2 & 6-8 snacks other times
SUNDAY WINTER DINNER: 5.30-7.30pm

Al Fresco dining on the deck - Bar Menu available take-away

WEDNESDAY: $14 parma or basket & pot
THURSDAY: $13.50 meals

FRIDAY: $3 pots 5.30-7.30pm 
SPECIALS BOARD CHANGES WEEKLY

FRIENDLY FAMILY ATMOSPHERE
• Auto & Bike clubs welcome •

phone: 5368 6501

Post O�ce: Mon-Fri 10am-1 & 3-5pm Sat 10-11
please pick up your mail regularly as it is sent back after 30 days

(from April 7)

AFTER 4+ YEARS SERVING 

BLACKWOOD, HEINZ & ANGE 

ARE SELLING THE MUCH 

SOUGHT AFTER BLACKWOOD 

HOTEL LEASE.

contact Peter at the Blackwood Merchant

Deidre & Aidan enjoy cuddles with the wombats at the Greendale Wildlife 
Shelter



12 the BLaCKWood tiMes   Oct – Nov ‘14 Oct – Nov ‘14 the BLaCKWood tiMes 13 

Chilli Quail
4 Quail 
3 cloves of garlic finely chopped 
3 tbsp sambal oelek or chilli paste 
2 tbsp Trentham (or any local) honey 
2 tbsp light soy sauce 
2 tsp brown sugar 
2 tbsp rice bran oil 
1 tsp sesame oil 
1 tbsn mirin

Combine all ingredients and marinate quail, turning occasionally.  Place 
on rack over a dish and bake in moderate oven for 15 mins.

Increase to hot and cook another 15 mins or until crisp and tender.

Serve on a bed of organic rocket – preferably from your garden and 
garnish with lightly-boiled quail eggs (available from Trentham market).

Serve hot or cold.

Spring Minestrone
1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
1 leek (white only) finely sliced 
1 large onion finely chopped 
1 baby fennel finely chopped 
garlic cloves finely chopped 
3 baby parsnips finely chopped 
3 sticks celery finely chopped 
½ finely shredded savoy cabbage 
or rainbow chard from the garden 
1 bunch new season’s asparagus 
400gm tin cannellini beans, drained and rinsed 
1.5L good homemade veg stock 
½ cup small pasta 
finely grated parmesan and pistou for serving

Pistou

½ cup finely chopped flat parsley 
½ cup finely chopped chives 
1 tsp finely grated lemon rind 
1 garlic clove finely chopped  2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

Put all ingredients into food processor and add oil until all combined.  

Warm the oil over medium heat. Soften leek, onion, garlic, fennel and 
celery for about 10 mins, stirring. Add the stock, bring to the boil and 
cook for 15 mins then add pasta and beans. Cook for 10 mins. 

Season with salt and pepper, add asparagus (tips only) and cabbage and 
cook for 2 – 3 mins. Ladle soup into bowls and serve with pistou and 
parmesan.

Note: Herbs and vegetables are from our garden or sourced locally when 
possible.

Caroline Parker
BHSc Western Herbal Medicine

0402 366 242
thecottageherbalist.com.au
thecottageherbalist@gmail.com
thecottageherbalisttrentham
thecottageherbalist

ANTA member 12687

THE COTTAGE HERBALIST

from 

Jens’ Cookbook
from Jen @ The Blackwood Merchant

Call-out to writers ...
To all writers of all shapes, size & form. Did you know there is a very 

prolific group in the Moorabool Shire, called Writer’s Craft? The group 
mainly meets at Ballan Mechanics Institute, Inglis St. Ballan, on the 
second Saturday of each month. 

There are also many talks, workshops & an anthology of writing 
called the  ‘Writings from the People’s Republic of Moorabool’, which 
will be ready for public viewing very soon. 

It’s a team effort & many people are involved in its success. Thanks to 
Jennie Fraine, Beverly MacDonald & Tim Hogan for their contribution 
to organizing the anthology.

If you would like to know more about it, you are welcome to contact 
me by email genevieve.messenger@gmail.com & I will point you in 
the direction of the pen & ink!

~ Genevieve Messenger Pl
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Gita, from the Thai town 
of Huo Hin, was just 14 
years old when she created 
this beautiful tattoo on 
the arm of a very trusting 
Blackwoodian. As a family 
friend, he had watched the 
girl grow, steeped in her 
family craft. Her mother is an 
award-winning tattoo artist. 

He asked Gita to modify a 
traditional Buddhist image 
for the design.

Further work with 
background shading and 
floral motifs will, one day, 
complete a half-sleeve.

Sounds like another Thai 
holiday is in order. ~BH

• WHO’S TATTS THAT? •

Simon Daniel

Bag Questions 
Martin Foley
UNDER the previous Labor 
Government’s Country Towns 
Water Supply & Sewerage Program, 
Blackwood was to be sewered by 
now. Water Minister, Peter Walsh 
has told us recently that Blackwood 
will not be sewered. (see Footnote 
#1). Do you know how the money 
allocated to Blackwood under the 
program was spent? Will a Labor 
Government commit to sewering 
Blackwood or provide funding for 
alternatives such as upgraded on-
site treatment or connection to an 
existing sewered system (Ballan or 
Trentham)? (see Footnote #2)

BLACKWOOD landowners & the 
Moorabool Shire are at an impasse 
with the 4 water authorities (see 
Footnote #3) who manage this 
area, & have for over a decade, 
as referral bodies, vetoed building 
in this town. When pressured 
for a solution to our building 
problems, they consistently run 
for cover behind each other. Will 
you, as Water Minister, corral 
these authorities into a single, 
commonsense & fair position? 

THE creeping imposition of Water 
Catchment Overlay restrictions on 
our landowner rights comes without 
consultation, compensation or any 
serious attempt to accommodate 
building in a water catchment area. 
A town of 160 years, Blackwood 
is now told by water authorities 
& our own council to just quietly 
accept the changed circumstances 
& stop building. This sounds like 
a land-grab on behalf of water 
catchment authorities. Will you, as 
Water Minister, allow us our right 
to realize the value of the land that 
we have legally acquired?

MOORABOOL Shire’s Domestic 
Wastewater Management Plan 
is being challenged by the water 
authorities. Even if the plan 
is implemented in the Shire’s 
preferred form, it will not present 
a solution to Blackwood’s building 
problems. Most blocks in this town 
are just that- town blocks; too small 
to meet the code on wastewater 
management, when traditional 
systems are used. Land valuations 
have recently been halved by the 
Shire’s valuer & we are advised by 
the Council to acquire adjacent 
land or sell to adjacent landowners 
to increase lot sizes. This does 
not take into account the great 
percentage of infill blocks in this 
town, the owners of which have no 
alternative but to sell to an adjacent 
homeowner at a give-away price. 
Tourism has been Blackwood’s 
lifeblood since the gold gave out 
& its potential is obvious. (see 
Footnote #4) Yet, because of the 
hardline interpretation of the Water 

Act, this town has lost half its 
businesses, while those remaining 
struggle. Land prices have halved, 
home & business values are also 
down. This town, after a proud 160 
years, is on the ropes. What will 
you be prepared to do, as Water 
Minister, to ensure this historic 
town’s survival?

FOOTNOTE No 1: After much 
investigation & planning, in 2012 
the community was informed by 
CHW that the proposed sewerage 
system was not approved by 
the EPA due to discharge water 
reaching the pristine Lerderderg 
River. Central Highlands Water 
stated: “As a centralised sewerage 
system is now unlikely to proceed, 
you will need to discuss this with 
the Shire of Moorabool”. 

However, the DEPI website on the 
Country Towns Sewerage Project 
still shows the Blackwood & Barry’s 
Reef project as “In Progress” (that is 
to be resolved in 3 to 4 years).

The Scheme was based on 
environmental & public health 
issues & risks identified by the Shire 
of Moorabool & EPA. The current 
Municipal Strategic Statement 
within the Moorabool Shire 
Council’s planning scheme still 
states: Blackwood is planned to be 
sewered because of ongoing water 
quality issues with the Lerderderg 
River”. Moorabool Shire Council 
still considers sewerage as the best 
way forward for the town, as does 
Western Water.

FOOTNOTE No 2: Since being 
informed by CHW that the 
sewerage system wasn’t going to 
be approved in its current form, 
BAG contacted CHW to make sure 
that they were aware of some of 
the latest alternative technological 
solutions as follows:

• Microfiltration using ceramic 
membrane filter combined with 
ozone to prevent the membrane 
from clogging;

• Report on ‘Drinking Water 
Through Recycling’ using 
combination of micro-filtration, 
reverse osmosis, advanced 
oxidation & UV disinfection. Dr 
Stuart Khan - School of Civil & 
Environmental Engineering at the 
University of New South Wales & 
lead author.

However, CHW hasn’t progressed 
the proposal any further as a result 
of this new information or looked 
into alternative systems as there 
appears to be no incentive to do so 
under the current government.

Moorabool Shire Council has 
undertaken an Audit of Septic 
Tanks in the town, which has 
apparently highlighted a number 
of failing septic systems throughout 
the town. 

CHW is undertaking water quality 
testing to determine if the current 
septic systems are having an 
impact on the in Lerderderg River. 
Results of the water testing haven’t 
been made public. However, 
BAG was unofficially informed 
by CHW that the only area along 
the river that was considered to 
have water quality issues was 
within the vicinity of the Caravan 
Park which is part of the Mineral 
Springs Reserve. The Caravan Park 
& Mineral Springs Reserve are a 
key component of the town, so the 
implications of poor water quality 
results on public health & tourism 
could be enormous. 

We have identified three basic 
sewerage treatment options that 
can be considered (and I am sure 
that there will be other options 
too):

The first one aims at improving 
the original proposed system 
using advances in wastewater 
microfiltration & nutrient removal 
technology; This was basically 
looking at improving the option 
chosen for Blackwood & Barry’s 
Reef. This advanced technology is 
currently in use in Perth & has also 
been trialled in Brisbane. It may 
become the system of the future, 
but the yuk factor seems to limiting 
its acceptance elsewhere.

• The 2nd system involves 
evaporation through irrigating 
a tree plantation or pasture 
(examples: being at Mallacoota 
& Aireys Inlet). If more land was 
available around Blackwood, it 
may have been a way to go & a 
way of rehabilitating some of the 
surrounding degraded old mining 
sites.

• Alternatively a pressurised 
system pumped through to an 
existing sewerage system, such as 
piping it to Trentham (10km away) 
or Ballan (20km away). This system 
is being installed at Loch Sport & 
involves 2500 connections & will 
pump sewerage 30km away to an 

existing treatment facility at Dutson 
Downs. Loch Sport is surrounded 
by forested Crown land & State Park 
similar to Blackwood. (Info sheet). 
Connecting to an existing system 
has merit for Blackwood according 
to Western Water & provides an 
option for other unsewered towns 
with water catchment issues to be 
connected along the way.

BAG has looked into the 
“Evapocycle” which is an above 
ground evaporative onsite 
wastewater management system. 
It’s main advantage is having a 
much reduced treated wastewater 
disposal area (eg 10m X 4m). It 
can be terraced along the contour 
or stepped down the slope & is 
rain proof. However, although 
Evapocycle is an approved system 
in other states, it is not an approved 
system by the EPA in Victoria.  

The designer is an Onsite 
Wastewater Management 
Consultant & has worked as an 
Environmental Health Officer in 
environmentally sensitive areas 
in Tasmania & Blue Mountains 
near Sydney. He can tailor make 
systems to suit each individual site 
to achieve the best environmental 
outcomes. BAG believes an 
evaporative design may offer an 
ideal option for difficult sites in 
Blackwood. 

FOOTNOTE 3: There are 4 
water management authorities 
with a vested interest in the 
water catchment areas around 
Blackwood (CHW, Western Water, 
Melbourne Water & Southern 
Rural Water). The planning permit 
process is weighted towards 
these 4 authorities, which makes 
it a heavily bureaucratic & over 
duplicated. 

FOOTNOTE 4: With huge 
government investment in facilities 
like the community fire refuge & 
sports pavilion, it is in everyone’s 
interest to work together to ensure 
the town’s survival.

Outside the Blackwood Merchant: Top L-R: Des Peters, Jinny Coyle, Nick Dear, 
Noelle Shader; Fornt L_R Shadow Minsiter Martin Foley, Macedon candidate for 
Labor, Mary-Anne Thomas
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Dear Pet Guru,

Dear Self-Styled Critic,
It’s nice to get some reader feedback, 
even when it’s from an obnoxious little 
twerp who should let his frog hop free.
 P.G.

GRAND DESIGN
WINDOWS

The widest range of high performance 
windows and doors locally made in Ballan.

www.granddesignwindows.com.au
See us at the Grand Designs Live! Home Show:

http://granddesignslive.com.au/

ph: Nick 0421 593 998
or Lachlan 0427 837 081

Finding povey’s rest
The grave of the ill-fated goldminer, Isaac Povey, rest atop the ridges of 
Simmons Reef.

Visiting Povey’s final resting place was a popular walk until recent times, 
Blackwood Sherpa, Brendan Hehir, assured me last week as we set off 
to find it. We crossed the parkland end of Simmons Reef Road, forded 
the Lerderderg, and scrambled up the hill to a vague ledge carved into 
the hillside. Beyond a Rapanui-like rock, passed a natural dress circle of 
tree ferns and heath, we pushed the reedy branches of hundreds of young 
trees breeching the water race. The 
Lerderderg wound 50m below on 
our left, the ridge continued to our 
right and the path ahead became 
so thick we could go no further. 
We had to head up cross-country 
to an old fire track at the top of 
the ridge. Finally Povey’s grave 
appeared in a clearing midst the 
sedate remnant of frantic mining 
activity.

His grave remains neat and 
respectful – clearly marked by a 
circle of rocks and a headstone 
which states his death date at 10 
July 1855.  Though where his Star 
of David has gone is anyone’s 
guess.

The road out is just at challenging 
in places at the Lerdy, crossing by 
fallen tree trunk is the only option 
if you don’t want to get your feet 
wet.

As the bramble sets in, the road 
junction signpost which nods to 
the original three mining friends - Hill, Simmons and Povey – may soon 
be the only indication that a road and a path to Povey’s grave ever existed.
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BLaCKWooFs

Dear Pet Guru,
My pet frog is looking increasingly morose at 
being housebound.
By the way, I follow all of your Pet Guru 
segments and find them laboured, overworked 
and completely unfunny.
Signed, Critic

The library van service from the City of Ballarat  now visits weekly 
at the Blackwood Memorial Hall, 1.30–2.30pm Wednesdays. Browse 

& order on-line at centralhighlandslibraries.org.au. Select ‘Blackwood’ 
as your pick-up location, & your holds will be available for pick-up from 
the hall.

Any items borrowed from other Central Highlands Libraries branches 
may be returned to the Library Officer. Whether you are already a 
member of the library, or think you might be interested in joining, drop 
in one Wednesday! Please contact the Regional Library Officer  on 0419 
519 650 for any further queries.

A community service notice sponsored by FLUX Design Studio 
like us on facebook ....  FluxDesignStudio

pet shenanigans With seaMus
Hi all, in this month’s edition I’d like to cover a very 
prickly subject, VACCINATION.

Vaccines work by mimicking a particular virus or 
bacteria, triggering the body’s own immune system. 
After that, the immune system is ready & prepared to 
fight any future infection by that virus. They can lessen 
the severity of future diseases or prevent infection all 
together. 

The Most Common Dog Vaccinations

Canine Distemper: This viral disease can affect any dog, especially 
young pups & unvaccinated dogs. Symptoms vary, but can include fever, 
coughing, sneezing, nasal discharge, vomiting, diarrhoea, loss of appetite 
& depression. Muscle tremors, fits & paralysis usually occur later in the 
disease. Treatment is usually ineffective & the recovery rate very low. Dogs 
that do recover may have permanent brain damage, but distemper is not as 
common now due to vaccination rates.

Canine Hepatitis: This highly contagious disease again can have severe or 
often fatal effects in young pups. A carrier dog may recover, but continue 
to spread the virus via its urine for up to 6 months. Severely affected dogs 
will have a fever, loss of appetite, depression, diarrhoea, tonsillitis & acute 
abdominal pain, due to an inflamed liver. Death may result within 36 hrs. 
Corneal opacity known as “Blue Eye” may follow infection.

Canine Parvovirus: This highly contagious viral disease has unfortunately 
become more common of late in Melton/Bacchus Marsh area. The virus 
attacks the gastro-intestinal system, causing blood-stained diarrhoea, 
uncontrollable vomiting & severe abdominal pain. This disease can be 

fatal for young pups & unvaccinated dogs, where death can result from 
severe dehydration despite intensive veterinary care. It can survive for 12 
months or more in the environment & special disinfectants are required 
to kill the virus.  Dogs do not have to come into contact with other dogs 
to become infected. The virus can be picked up by simply walking your 
unvaccinated dog to the park. It is especially important to not walk your 
puppy in public areas for 7-10 days after the final vaccination.

Canine Cough: Otherwise know as Kennel Cough this contagious disease 
is caused by two organisms, Bordetella Bronchiseptecia & Canine 
Parainfluenza virus. Dogs develop a harsh hacking cough that often 
finishes in gagging. This is usually made worst by exercise, excitement. 
This disease usually affects dogs in areas where they socialise such as 
kennels, parks, showgrounds. Severely affected dogs may also have fever, 
lethargy, & reduced appetite & the cough may persist for many weeks 
despite treatment.

Other diseases such as Leptospirosis & Coronavirus can be vaccinated 
against but are not routinely done at your local clinic. 

Cats are routinely vaccinated against Feline enteritis, cat flu, Chlamydia, 
Feline Aids & Feline Leukaemia. Rabbits are vaccinated against Calicivirus.

Vaccination protocol recommends primary vaccinations at 6, 9 & 12 
weeks. However some clinics do vary so if in doubt check with your local 
Veterinarian. Booster vaccinations are given every 12 months & all include 
a full health check. A tri- annual vaccination is now also available. 

Vaccinations are an essential part of a dog healthcare regime (from puppy 
to adult). It is a vital part of responsible pet ownership. I know my mum 
wants her doggy family around for a long healthy time, especially her 
favourite gorgeous red setter Seamus!!

~ Woof for now, Seamus

fluxdesignstudio.com.au

 sponsors of blackwood news 
melbourne
4 bunbury street
footscray 3011
p 03 9687 3744
f 03 9687 4944

blackwood
rmb 100
trentham 3458
p 5368 6444

yep, we do logos too ...

VINNIE WAS a Trading Post 
bargain, discounted to $80. 
Perhaps the breeders had noticed 
the Staffy/Lab pup’s slight 
underbite, or maybe they just 
wanted to move on the remnants 
of a litter. Either way, they were 
unaware that they were selling 
for a pittance, practically giving 
away, what would turn out to be 
the Perfect Dog. 

VINNIE IS a model of the 
devoted family companion; that 
is her job, purely & simply, as 
she sees it. Oh, & rolling in other 
dogs’ poo. Really? Perhaps a $60 
offer might have been in order.

DEAR VINNIE went on to 
develop pancreatitis & now 
misses out on the 3 doggie joys: 
bones, scraps & snacks. She is 
forced to survive on a 
prescription dry food, day-in & 
day-out. Does she complain? Of 
course not. As long as she has 
her pack of big people & little 

people & a place on the couch to snooze, she’s the happiest bargain-
of-a-dog in the world. 

WoMBat BooK CLuB
Blackwood Book Club is an easy-going social group, meeting once a 
month over coffee and bubbles to discuss a wide range of books. We 
meet next at the Blackwood Hotel October 5 at 3pm to discuss Tears of 
the Moon by Di Morrissey. Feel free to come and say hello. We welcome 
new members.

Our books for the rest of 2014 are:

Life & Times of a She Devil by Fay Weldon 
The Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 
Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden

Need more info? Call Margaret 5368 6687 
or email margaretmcc1bigpond.com

reviews
MINIMUM OF TWO
Tim Winton 
Published: McPhee Gribble/Penguin 2008

Deirdre: Reading a collection of short stories was a relatively new 
experience for me and very enjoyable. Both books were very different but 
enjoyable in their own right.

Tim Winton’s collection of short stories was fast-paced, descriptive and at 
times bleak and depressing.

4 wombies

Margaret: Tim Winton, sigh! He is able to catapult us into his humans’ 
lives as their big dreams subside. With a gentle shove, the potential 
fragile relationships between the characters are steeled with hope and 
determination. I’m ready to read more now.

4.5 wombies

Kirsty: There is a connection throughout this book that brings what seems 
like completely separate stories together.  Re-occurring themes and 
characters, whose lives sometimes intertwine, make this book enjoyable 
to read.  Tim Winton has a unique style of succinct sentences in this book 
and the chapters are compact. A quick read and one that doesn’t require 
too much retention of scenarios. I enjoyed reading this one!

3 1/2 wombies

RUNAWAY
Alice Munro 
Published:  McClelland and Stewart , 2004

Deirdre: Alice Munro short story selection was an easy-flowing read with 
underlying life lessons.

4 wombats.

Kirsty: Not truly a collection of ‘short stories’. This book reads more like 
a segmented novel with random non-irrelevant stories thrown in between 
one major underlying storyline.  I did not get much enjoyment out of this 
book and it is not a book that calls out ‘read me!’ in a library shelf.  The 
‘stories’ are however just long enough to fill in an hour or so of your time 
if you are confined to quarters such as an airplane.

1.5 wombies

Margaret: I enjoyed these stories many years ago, but this time, instead of 
falling into the sadness of the characters, I railed against the bleak view 
of the humans portrayed: the daughter who disappears from her mother’s 
life, the conniving couple who railroad the well-meaning neighbour, 
the woman who stands up her date by accident and realises a truth too 
late. But the craft is impressive, and I still enjoy Munro’s ability to portray 
humans, even if they are warty.

3.5 wombies
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the history oF BLaCKWood – pioneer doCtors oF BLaCKWood
CoMpiLed By Margot hitChCoCK, 
historian For the BLaCKWood 
& distriCt historiCaL soCiety.  
2014

Dr. Edward Plews was the 
doctor for Blackwood from 1861 
until his death in 1899. His grave 
is just inside the main gate at 
the Blackwood cemetery on the 
right.

Edward William Plews was 
born in London & christened 
on July 28,1822 at Westminster 
parish of Saint Clement Danes. 
(I.G.I. index). His parents were 
John & Margaret Plews.  There 
were 8 children listed as being 
christened in this parish, in the 
I.G.I. index to John & Margaret 
Plews. 

Edward Plews studied to 
become a doctor where he 
worked at Guys Hospital in 
London for a long period, & took 
his L.S.A. degree in 1848. He 
came to Australia in charge of 
the emigrant ship which landed 
in Melbourne in 1853. He 
practiced on the diggings for a 
while, then got an appointment 
with Dr. Preshaw to look after 
the men on the Castlemaine & 
Harcourt railway line. Whilst 
there he attended the farewell 
supper given to Bourke & Wills at 
Castlemaine in 1860.

Dr. Plews married Mary 
Sandford Jones, October 1859 
in Castlemaine, Victoria. A copy 
of his marriage certificate states 
Edward Plews as a Surgeon, age 
37yrs, his father John Plews was 
a Civil Engineer.  Mary Sandford 
Jones was age 21yrs, a spinster & 
born in Jersey (1838), her father 
was Nicholas Jones a Farmer, & 
her mother Mary Jones.

Dr. Edward Plews arrived with 
his wife Mary Sandford Plews 
in Blackwood in 1861 & he 
was appointed Coroner, Deputy 
Registrar of Births & Deaths, & 
Vaccinator of the district.  He held 
the 1st inquest in Blackwood, on 
a man & woman who were killed 
by a tree falling on their hut in 
Nuggetty Gully.

Edward & Mary Plews had 11 
children, the last 8 were born in 
the Blackwood area.

Other information on the 
Plews family came from Herb 
Cann of Blackwood;  Herb Cann 
is the son of Herbert Holman 

Cann who married Eleanor Eliza 
Plews, the 9th born child of 
Dr. Plews. Their children were, 
Ida who died young, Lucy who 
married Ken McLelland & Herb 
Cann. 

Mrs Mary Plews, who the 
locals called Mrs. Dr. Plews after 
the death of her husband, Dr. 
Plews used to extract teeth by 
sitting on her patient, & pulling 
out the tooth. Dr. & Mrs. Plews 
lived in the house owned by 
the late Wally Sweet & his wife 
Barbara Sweet & family, next to 
the Blackwood Hotel. A room on 
the end of the verandah was his 
consulting rooms. Dr. Plews was 
said to have planted the dark pink 
rhododendron plant on the south 
side of the house against the wall 
facing the hotel. Wally Sweet 
found an old child’s wheelchair 
under his house, thought to 
have been owned by the late Dr. 
Plews which Wally donated to 
the Blackwood District Historical 
Society.

On doing research into 
early inquests, I came across 
an unknown person who died 
in Blackwood & there was an 
inquest into the death.  The 
inquest was dated April 19, 1866 
& Dr. Plews was the doctor who 
gave a report on the deceased. His 
statement after he had examined 
the remains of the person who 
died stated - ‘I am a legally 
qualified medical practitioner, & 
a member of the Medical Board 
of Victoria practising at the Blue 
Mountain...’ & signed by Dr. 
Plews. Blue Mountain is now 
called Blue Mount & between 
Blackwood & Trentham.

Copies of the 1888/89 Wise’s 
Post Office Directory have 
Edward Plews listed as a Surgeon 
of Mt. Blackwood, & the 1891/92 
directory as Edward William 
Plews, Surgeon. Mary Sandford 
Plews is listed in the 1908 & 
1912 Electoral Roll as a nurse, 
although I have no record of her 
doing formal nursing training.

Her son Thomas Plews (Thomas 
St. George Plews) is listed as a 
miner in these electoral rolls.

Tom Plews was said by Herb A 
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BLACKWOOD & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

Open 1st Saturday monthly 10am-1pm
Historical Society Meeting 10.30am-12.30pm

ALL WELCOME
Martin St, Blackwood ph 5368 6537

www.blackwoodvictoria.com

Dr. EDWARD WILLIAM PLEWS: Surgeon & 
Doctor for Blackwood - 1861 - 1899

Cann, to also be a Coach Driver 
for the Cobb & Co. or the 
Royal Mail coach that came to 
Blackwood.

There were 3 children of Dr. 
Plews & his wife Mary who 
died at an early age.  Their first 
child  was called after his father, 
Edward William Plews, but died 
as an infant. Their second child 
was Arthur, who also died, then 
they had a child who they called 
after their mother, Mary Sandford 
Plews, who lived. The next child 
was also called Edward William 
Plews, & he lived to carry on his 
father’s name.  The sixth child 
was Margaret Eleanor Plews 
but she died young & so the 
next daughter was also called 
Margaret Eleanor Plews.  

The house Dr. Plews lived in, 
was later owned by Dr. Plews 
youngest son, Thomas St. George 
Plews who sold the house to 
Walter Sweet & his family for 
90 pound & then Thomas Plews 
moved to Trentham.  After Walter 
Sweet died his widow Barbara 
Sweet lived in the house until 
2010 when she sold it to move 
closer to amenities in Ballan. 

A newspaper article from 
the Bacchus Marsh Express 
October 24, 1908 copied from 
an old scrap book gives a report 
regarding,  “Mr. W. Shaw has 
favoured us with the following 
prelude in the honour of two 
pioneers: - 

“I send you a few lines on the 
presentation by Mrs. Plews of 
her own & her late husband’s 
photo’s to the Blackwood 
Mechanics Institute, to be hung 
on the walls of that building by 
the committee.  His widow is 
very kindly & skilful, & much 
appreciated by the people for 
her motherly care in attending to 
the troubles of children, & other 
minor cases, also first aid in all 
accidents, there being no doctor 
nearer than Trentham since Dr. 
Plews died.

DEATH OF Dr. Plews
Dr. Edward Plews died on the 

14th June 1899 aged 72 yrs, & 
his white marble tombstone is on 
the right of the main gate at the 
Blackwood cemetery, Church of 
England section, grave 25, section 
E. reads – 

In Memory of 
Dr. E.W.Plews 
who died 14th June 1899 
age 72 years

‘A loving father tho hast been 
A father, true & kind 
friend to others when in need, 
A noble name he left behind.” 
Also his beloved wife 
Mary Sandford Plews who 
died 6th November 1924  
Aged 87 years 
At Rest.’

Researched by Margot Hitchcock from 
her forthcoming book ‘The History & 
Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be 
published soon. For help with information 
on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot 
Hitchcock – email – margothitchcock@
bigpond.com

Dr.Edward William Plews

Mrs. Mary Sandford Plews

Photos courtesy of the late Herb 
Cann - Photos now in his families 
possession, but once hung in the 
Blackwood Hall, and donated by Mrs. 
Plews, in 1908, after Dr. Plews died 
in 1899.

the Blackwood Vinduro august 2014
The what? Well, the word came about as a combination of vintage 
& enduro; an enduro being an event similar in concept to car rallying 
with trailbikes. We (VERi – the Vintage Enduro Riders Inc) are licenced 
‘mature age’ riders with registered trailbikes who regularly conduct non-
competitive events throughout Victoria & NSW. We aim to recreate the 
enduros of the 1970s with checkpoints, route checks & special tests. We 
restore & ride pre-1985 trailbikes & the aim of the event is to treat it all 
as a bit of fun, no stress, prizes or rewards. Just the simple satisfaction of 
completing the course is usually enough.

We started at the Crown Reserve Tennis court on the Sunday at 9am (after 
a ‘settle-in session’ on the Special Schools bush block on the Saturday) 
& did a 50km loop up towards Trentham & back on forest roads. Riders 
left 3-per-minute & followed a marked course with red arrows on a white 
background.

We had DEPI permission to use the forest tracks, a Motorcycling Australia 
Non-Competitive Permit with the attendant $40M AON insurance 
coverage for all landowners & third parties, we had our own Paramedics 
in attendance (one dislocated & chipped shoulder), we provided a traffic 
management plan to the Ballan & Trentham Police, we had the backing 
of the Blackwood Crown Reserves Committee, the Special School camp, 
the Blackwood Hotel, the Blackwood Progress Association & the Caravan 
Park.

As the secretary of VERi & a resident (OK, the wife & I just bought a place 
in Ballan but still own 9 Old Golden Point Rd.) I know the issues with trail 
bike riders & Harley riders. I was out doorknocking the week before the 
event letting everyone know what we were up to & I was so pleased with 
the positive attitude everyone has shown us &, rest assured, we will be 
doing our best to be asked back. 

The riders were amazed at the variety of the trails in the area & found parts 
of the course quite challenging; especially on the older bikes. It was rated 
on the chat sites as the best course of the year, a huge relief for me & Clint 
Stretton who put in weeks of work planning the route, clearing tracks, 
putting up markers, checking they were still there just before the start as 
well as sweep-rider duties. A big thanks to my neighbours, Peter & Glenda, 
for helping out at the road crossing & to Steve Cannon (Blackwood North) 
who commandeered a Suzuki 4WD to rescue a rider & bike when he 
‘missed a turn & rode off the edge of the world’. 

How lucky were we with the weather?! If the Monday’s rain had fallen 
either Saturday or Sunday no-one would have gotten up the hills! I had 
trouble standing just taking down the bunting on the School’s bush block. 
Tony was very happy with our use of the area as we created a perfect 
mountain bike track for them. We are thinking of moving the event to late 

May next year to access some of the forest roads before the closures come 
in, & I don’t think we can rely on the weather being that good to us again 
at this time of the year.

~ Cheers, Peter Drakeford.

43a High Street, Trentham 3458

5424 1000

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Sat 9am-12.30pm

Closed Public Holidays
trentham.pharmacy@frednet.com.au

Istan Czehmester, B Med Sci, B. Pharm, MPS

• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR •
DEAR EDITOR,

LET’S DEVELOP a more self-reliant, resilient local community. Contact: 
tristan.ob@gmail.com

~ Tristan
EDITOR: Hi Tristan, you may be interested in keeping an eye on what 
Blackwood Action Group is up to...

HI JINNY, 

WHAT HAPPENED to the September part of the gig guide in the latest 
on-line BT? (And even the Aug section is a bit thin.) I rely on your gig 
guide to let me know what’s on at the Radio Springs, Cosmo and of 
course the Blackwood Academy, though they’ve put their own ad in, 
for August anyway. Just lettin’ you know! If you need some help rounding 
up the info, maybe I can help?

~ ‘Ooroo, Lauren

EDITOR: Yep, I hear you loud & clear Lauren! Any help with gathering 
info is always welcome ... it takes Bren & me close to 2 weeks to put each 
issue together. The less chasing up we have to do, the more time we have 
for writing articles!
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COSY OPEN FIRES & 
MAGNIFICENT BEER GARDEN

LOCAL’S NIGHT FRIDAYS 
Special two course menu $25

Complimentary bar snacks
Meat tray raffle

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY FROM 1.30PM

OPEN
Wed - Sunday Midday – late

STABLES 
Available for weddings

private functions
& community events

03 5424 1516 
Cnr High St & Cosmo Rd, Trentham 
www.thecosmopolitanhotel.com.au 

2013

PUB OF THE YEAR
  

JOINT RUNNER UP

call Shirley Corneille  for an application  
5348 5690 or 0427542811

 October 16 • November 20Oct  18 | Nov 15

        TRENTHAM
STATION

SUNDAY MARKET
 8.30am – 2.30pm

at Historic Trentham Station,
Victoria Street, Trentham

4th SUNDAY EACH MONTH
Oct 26 | Nov 23

A great selection of stalls 
in a unique setting
Enquiries / Bookings 
Gwenda 5424 1611

  

 

Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341

5368 1355your hosts: Greg & Karen Popple

Pizza – Wed and Thurs 
Tues – Locals Slab Draw in Bar & Parma and Pasta
Friday – Happy Hour 5–7, $3 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Sunday - Scooner Sundays b/w 3-5pm @$5

General Store stocks all, pies, drinks, 
icecreams, grocery items, toasted sand, 

take away bottleshop, newspapers daily, 
bread, ice, and anything else you may 
just need.  Shop now opens at 10am 
every day and is open late with Pub.
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BEYOND BLACKWOOD...
Bring on the Bears

The Woodend Teddy Bear Show is on again at the end of October.
A fabulous family outing, the event boasts some of the best soft 

sculpture artists in Australasia and is regarded as the premier teddy 
event in Victoria.

Adopt a teddy, stock up on craft supplies or find a unique handcrafted 
gift at one of the 40 stalls.

Woodend CFA will run a barbecue and tearoom during the day. 
Visitors will also be supporting the sponsorship of a rescued bear in 
Cambodia.

The 2014 Woodend Teddy Bear Show is at St Ambrose Hall, cnr 
Templeton & Anslow Streets, on Sunday, October 26 from 10am to 
4pm. Entry $8, Concession $5, Kids $4 (Free if under 6 accompanied 
by an adult. For more details contact Anita on 0408 711 888.

CooKers & eaters dinner
Following a sold-out event in 2013, the Trentham Food Hub is again 
hosting the annual Growers, Cookers & Eaters dinner. This is the 3rd year 
that the event has been held & it’s becoming more popular each year.

The dinner is a celebration of local food featuring dishes from several local 
chefs & live entertainment from local musicians. Seasonal produce will 
be sourced from over 30 local producers including Angelica Organics, 
Daylesford Organics, Wombat Forest Organics, Duck Puddle Farm, 
Trewhella Farm, Blackwood Orchards, Jonai Farms, Milking Yard Farm, 
Sidonia Hills Beef, Barfold Olives & Holy Goat Cheese.

This is an Australian Fair Food Week event to promote resilient, equitable 
& sustainable food systems. All proceeds will contribute to our projects 
supporting the local farming sector & guests will hear about the next phase 
for the Trentham Food Hub while meeting local farmers & foodies.

WHEN: Saturday October 11th, 2014 at 6 pm 
WHERE: Trentham Mechanics Institute Hall, 66 High St. Trentham

Tickets are available now at RedBeard Bakery, The Cosmopolitan Hotel 
& online via the Trentham Food Hub website (www.trenthamfoodhub.
org). Ticket price is $65 for adults, tickets for children under 12 can be 
purchased online for $18.00 & admission is free for children under 5.

For more info please contact Justin Walsh, Trentham Food Hub Coordinator. 
e: justin@trenthamfoodhub.org   m: 0418 543 944.

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

  

Mordançage: images of beauty & poetic grace 
The laying back down of the photographs 
emulsion is where Elizabeth has made her 
trademark & contribution to the Mordançage 
process. The skin of her image folds upon itself 
& reforms in the water while gently rocking the 
tray & then lets the picture-bearing emulsion 
settle back onto the paper to dry in new shapes. 
Sheets of image become cloaks that wrap a 
figure. It is an incarnation of the artist’s own 
moment of floating & transformation.

The end result is a one-of-a-kind photographic 
image where Elizabeth has taken a series of 
steps with a predictable outcome & injected her 
own intuitive sense of beauty into it.

Subjects are mysterious & poetic – Elizabeth is the Photographer –Portraitist 
– Mordançeuse.

“…in the graceful movement of the veils, like the rhythm of a haiku poem. 
Simple, elegant, poetry in motion. Poetic Grace.”

Exhibition current until: October 5,2014 
Viewing hours:  by appointment phone 03 5424 1835 
Location: 700 James Lane Trentham East Vic 
Ellie Young on 03 54241835 or ellie@goldstreetstudios.com.au rain ForeCast For FiLM soCiety

The Macedon Ranges Film Society was the victim of weather in August.  
Due to damage sustained at the Community Centre in Woodend, it was 
necessary to cancel the screening of The Umbrellas of Cherbourg. Released 
in 1964, this film tells an old-fashioned love story. Set in Burgundy in 
France & as the title suggests, umbrellas were in good supply & it can be 
said that if a film night had to be cancelled due to weather conditions, this 
would be the one!  The film will be shown later in the year, at a date agreed 
upon by the Society committee & its members.

September’s film, Never Let Me Go, is based on Japanese-born British 
author Kazuo Ishiguro’s 2005 book of the same name.  Starring Carey 
Mulligan & Keira Knightley, it begins in a fictional boarding school & 
centres around the relationships between three of its students.  They are 
aware that their school is not like others but initially, they can not identify 
the difference.  The film has been described by critics as one of the best 
films of its genre.

In October, the MRFS, in its aim to present a broad genre of films to 
members, will screen Bill Cunningham New York, a 2010 documentary 
that chronicles the obsessive interest of this 80-year-old New York Times 
photographer who has been inventively recording fashion trends & high-
society charity soirees for the paper’s Style section, yet few people know 
who he is.  Fashion may not be your thing but the film reaches historical 
heights shown through the lens of this man’s camera.

The Macedon Ranges Film Society meets on the second Wednesday 
each month at 7pm in the Woodend Community Centre. Film notes 
are provided & for those who wish, there is supper, kindly supplied by 
members, following the screening.

MRFS is a membership-based club so that first contact must be made by 
emailing mrfilmsociety@gmail.com or by phoning Lorraine on 5427 0921 
or Christine on 5429 5452.

insurance

You should consider the Product Disclosure Statement available from any branch before making a decision. Bendigo Home & Contents Insurance is issued by CGU Insurance Limited ABN 27 004 478 371 AFSL 238201. Bendigo and 
Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. IN16 (225741_v1) (12/09/2014)

It’s easy to protect yourself, your family and your biggest assets with a Bendigo Insurance Policy.

Drop into your nearest branch at 37B High Street, Trentham or phone 5424 1608 to obtain a quote or 
arrange cover.

www.bendigobank.com.au/insurance Trentham & Districts Community Bank® Branch
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https://www.facebook.com/

theblackwoodtimes

Your local state MP, Mr Don Nardella MLA
Please do not hesitate to contact me on 9743 
9825 or by email don.nardella@parliament.vic.
gov.au should you have any matters you wish to 
discuss.

ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

FireWood:
ADAM (local) – 0478 135 486  
BEN (sugar gum) – 0428 171 757

handy Man:
Phil Nicholls – 5368 6337 or 0405 830 155

A single line in the services directory costs $60ex for a full year (6 issues: 
combined on-line & hardcopy: total distribution 40k+ per issue) paid in 
advance. 
Book your space by emailing editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, 
farm produce/produce store 

ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee 
confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF
1 Market St ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

 

 
 

 

 

Lavandula
~ lunch under the trees ~ explore 
the gardens ~ walk up to the olive 
grove ~ find the farm animals  ~ 

relax on a rug, listen to the 
birdsong ~ visit the 1860’s Swiss 
Italian farmhouse ~ shop in the 
Barn, talk with the gardeners ~ 
come to our festivals ~ discover 

Swiss Italian history ~

open 10.30am-5.30pm except Wed & Thur
garden entry $3.50

350 Hepburn-Newstead Rd,
Shepherds Flat
03 5476 4393

www.lavandula.com.au

Top: who’s dressing wombie?

Below: sign reads “OUR BUSH NOT A TIP”
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serViCes 
direCtory

Computer running slow?
Strange things happening when you browse the 
Net or send emails?

Most Computer Repairs $70 plus parts.

Hardware, software, networking and Internet 
related problems �xed.

call Karl  5368 6 767

Blackwood times visits the holbrook submarine.

adVertising rates @ $2.50per Col CM

CODE SIzE PRINT & 
WEB B&W

PRINT B&W 
WEB COLOUR

A (TRADE) w45 X h50mm $12.50 $15.00

B (BUS CARD) w95 X h50mm $25.00 $30.00

C w95 X h160mm $87.50 $96.00

D (1/2 PAGE) w95 X h270mm $135.00 $162.00

E w95 X h105mm $50.00 $60.00

F w195 X h160mm $160.00 $192.00

G w195 X h50mm $50.00 $60.00

H w195 X h105mm $100.00 $120.00

FULL PAGE w195 X h270mm $270.00 $324.00

The Blackwood Times is printed bi-monthly (6 x per year).
Prices are exGST & subject to change without notice.

adVertising With us MaKes sense
downloads from theblackwoodtimes.com.au.

Around 40,000 issues of the Blackwood Times are downloaded 
bi-monthly + with 600 hard copies distributed in the area  
so no-one can deny advertising with us is value for your hard 
earned dollars.

Everyone knows you’ve got to be in it to win it & advertising for the 
tiny cost of $2.50 per column cm ex GST & an extra 50c per colCm 
for your ad to be colour in the online issue makes good sense. 

Go to theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au to download booking forms 
& specs

SMALL PRINT: In commercial advertisements in newspapers, traders must include two pieces of 
information: 

1. their own name or their company name or their registered business name. & 
2. either: The street address of their business or a business name registration number or a business 

licence number such as their licence number to be an estate agent or plumber (note: an ACN or ABN 
is not sufficient)

~ Fair Trading Act advertising requirement June 2004

It is the advertiser’s responsibility to ensure correct information is supplied for their ad.

DOWNLOAD OUR BOOKING FORM & VISUAL SPECS FROM THEBLACKWOODTIMES.COM.AU
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240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

S A BROWN
RELIABLE BUILDING SOLUTIONS

0404 084 147
sabrownbuild@gmail.com

26 Cosmo Road, Trentham. Vic. 3458
ABN: 59 283 614 101             DB-U 28049
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Nils Thiele-Wittig

Mobile: 0405 414 354 or (03) 5368 6658 all areas
www.nilslandscaping.com.au

- paving (concrete and natural stone)
- retaining walls

- lawn and lawn care
- planting

- rock work
- garden design

- maintenance

LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 0417 335 831
(leave a message if no answer)

  

 

15 year experienced climber
• all types of trees removed

• Dangerous Limbs Removed • Wood cut up and split 
• Stump removal

No job too big or too small
Full garden and handyman service.

Reliable, friendly and experienced.  Free Quotes

0423001329 / 53686487

Moreton
Tree Services
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