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HAVING A BALL AT THE BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE
see pages 4, 8 & 9
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The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions from 
the community. If you’re at a local event please take 
a photo or two & write a few lines to share in our 
community news. Deadlines are as follows

Advertisers book space Nov 15

Regular Contributors, Features & Items of 
Interest, Community Groups & Clubs

Nov 15

Display Ad Artwork, Gig & Events Guide Nov 20

Late breaking News Nov 20

NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions, 
display ads & articles to editor@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or 
post to The Blackwood Times c/o Blackwood PO, 3458. 

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour) 
from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au &, while you’re there, 
sign-up to join our eList & follow us https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes 

The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article 
or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily 
those of the editor.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service by 
Jinny Coyle 5368 6444 & sponsored by FluxDesignStudio.com.au 

theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au ©2016 Jinny Coyle

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS...

Thank you our HANDS-UP helpers – you are the reason we’re able to 
keep publishing... (along with our regular contributors of course!)

Jimmy Olsen played by... Brendan Hehir

Gigs co-ordinator Cat Moser

Calendar of Events co-ordinator Rachel Palmer

Advertising co-ordinator Could this be you?

Social Media Manager or perhaps this?

Co-ordinate contributors Your name here?

Regular Photographers The Donnellys, Margaret 
McCarthy, Jimmy Olsen

Event columnists Do you love to write?

Community Co-ordinator Sandy Schmidt

Senior Citizens Co-ordinator Lindy Mundy

Media Co-ordinator Perhaps this is up your alley?

Distribution Co-ordinator help make sure we are topped 
up!

Typist Di Hewes

Hello Dear Readers,

Finally we’re having a few pleasant days to warm our souls! Honestly, I 
think I now understand why people head North for the Blackwood winter!

It’s exciting to have a few new advertisers this issue ... we now have a hair 
dresser, mobile massage, yogazen, a new electrician & River Retreats ... 
please support our advertisers when you can, & let them know you saw 
them in The Blackwood Times. Our regular contributors spend a lot of time 
thinking about what you, our readers, may enjoy or find valuable. If you 
see them around let them know thier time is well-spent!

I was thrilled to hear from my new ‘bestie’ Johanna Nicholls, that her book 
(featured on p15 of the AugSept’16 issue) has been shortlisted for Society 
of Women Writers Fiction 2016 Awards - to be announced in October. 
How exciting for her! Look out for the Wombie bookclub reviews in the 
Christmas issue of www.the BlackwoodTimes.com.au. You can pick up a 
copy of the book at Mr B’s Bookshop in Trentham. If you read it, we’d love 
your reviews too!

The bush dance in August was an amazing evening which broke our winter 
hibernation with great food, music, entertainment & loads of dancing. 
Read about it on p4, oh & checkout the photos throughout this issue. At a 
guess, bookings for the next dance will be snapped up quickly! 

I always think that the Spring Carnival harks the begining of Blackwood’s 
busy season. This year the Blackwood Festival of Music & Culture heads 
up the season on Melbourne Cup weekend. Read about what’s in store for 
festival-goers on p12 & 16.

Enjoy the spring see you again for the Christmas/New Year issue ...

~ see you around Jinny Coyle (editor)

Boots on & auger in hand, Project Manager James Maw, is ready to go to work 
for Blackwood

Guest Frontman, Ray, belts out Eagle Rock.

Pl
ea

se
 le

t o
ur

 a
dv

er
tis

er
s 

kn
ow

 y
ou

 fo
un

d 
th

em
 in

 T
he

 B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES

Th
e 

B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES
 th

an
ks

 a
ll 

ou
r 

ad
ve

rt
is

er
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
su

pp
or

t.

A 
co

m
m

un
ity

 se
rv

ic
e 

no
tic

e 
sp

on
so

re
d 

by
 F

LU
X 

De
sig

n 
St

ud
io

 |
 li

ke
 u

s o
n 

fa
ce

bo
ok

 ..
.. 

Fl
ux

De
sig

nS
tu

di
o

CERT AGM 2016
Blackwood Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) Committee of  Management.

The Blackwood CERT Committee of  
Management Inc. AGM will be held on 

Wednesday October 12,  2016 at the Blackwood 
CFA, Blackwood at 7.30pm.

All interested community members are welcome to attend.

The CERT Committee of  Management manages the financial and 
governance side of  CERT. You don’t have to be a first responder 

to take part, just interested in continuing to our valuable local 
emergency presence. The CERT Committee Needs You!

Come along & find out more! A light supper will be provided.

Contact Margaret McCarthy on 5368 6687 for more info.

A recent CERT team training on spinal injuries & mental health. L-R: Ambulance 
Victoria paramedics from Ballan, Lindsay Knight & trainer Clair Jones, 
Blackwood CERT team Kathy Berrill & Kathie Strmota. Team leader Ivan 
Johnston on trolley.

c/o Blackwood Post O�ce
Blackwood, Victoria 3458

e: actiongroup@centralvic.com.au
w: theblackwoodtimes.com.au/action-group

The Blackwood Localised Septic 
Program (BLSP) is underway!

Come to hear from the  
Project Manager at the

BLACKWOOD ACTION GROUP

ANNUAL
PUBLIC MEETING

Wednesday, November 16 
@ 7pm

BLACKWOOD HOTEL
kitchen opens at 6pm for meals

LOCALISED SEPTIC PROGRAM AT 
TENDER STAGE
We are pleased to provide an update on the progress of the Blackwood 
Localised Septic Program. The Moorabool Shire Council on behalf of the 
Governance Committee will be going out to tender shortly for the 1st stage 
of works on the Blackwood Localised Septic Program.

The program has two components:

· To renew or upgrade existing septic tank systems in the Blackwood 
township that were identified in Council’s Septic Tank Auditing Program as 
being faulty or presenting a risk to public health or the environment; and

· To implement a planning assistance program for owners wishing to build a 
new dwelling on unsewered vacant land within the Blackwood township.

Following the appointment of Project Manager James Maw, work on the 
program is commencing.

Contracts for the upgrade of the identified faulty septic systems will be 
released in several stages, commencing with the first tender in coming 
weeks.

The 1st stage of the program will focus on addressing the more serious 
domestic wastewater issues within Blackwood as a priority. Landowners 
involved in this first stage will be contacted soon to document the specific 
requirements of each site & to work with the Project Manager to determine 
appropriate domestic wastewater solutions.

Further contracts for the appointment of a panel of town planning & land 
capability assessment consultants will also be advertised in coming weeks 
to support the landowners wishing to assess their site’s potential for the 
development of a new home.

Community information booklets that will provide more detail on the 
various parts of the program are currently being developed, along with a 
series of domestic wastewater management education materials that will 
assist the community in better understanding the ongoing maintenance & 
monitoring of their septic tank systems.

We will provide regular updates on the progress of the program throughout 
its duration, but if anyone wishes to discuss their specific circumstances, 
please contact James Maw – Project Manager on 5366 7100.

~ Eleanor Underwood Chair 
Blackwood Localised Septic Program
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Woodside Retreat is perfect for couples or groups seeking a 
private escape in a tranquil parkland setting. This spacious, self-
contained 4 bedroom house retains its original 1930s charm 
enhanced by a stylish renovation. Luxury features like a plasma 
TV, double spa bath a contemporary stainless kitchen compliment 
the open fire & polished hardwood floors.

Nestled in the Wombat State Forest, frequently visited by 
friendly kookaburras, kangaroos & wombats, & located just an 
hour away from Melbourne in historic Blackwood. It is the perfect 
place to unwind, relax & reconnect with family & friends.

woodsideretreat.com.au
0410 431 410

Pl
ea

se
 le

t o
ur

 a
dv

er
tis

er
s 

kn
ow

 y
ou

 fo
un

d 
th

em
 in

 T
he

 B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES

Th
e 

B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES
 th

an
ks

 a
ll 

ou
r 

ad
ve

rt
is

er
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
su

pp
or

t.

HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?

* *TRENTHAM BOM rainfall. This winter has seen a much greater 
rainfall than recent ones and has exceeded the long term average winter 
rainfall by about fifty percent. This higher rainfall has been accompanied 
by a warmer winter than recent previous years. ~ by Don Owen

MONTH & YEAR Rainfall (mm) Rainfall historical 
average (mm)

Temp monthly 
min (deg C)

Temp monthly 
max (deg C)

Temp average 
daily max (deg C)

Temp average 
daily min (deg C)

Temp average for 
month (deg C)

July '16 *251.1 102.6 -0.9 13.8 9.5 3.7 6.5

Aug '16 *131.9 110.5 -2.3 18.2 11.7 2.6 6.9

Caroline Parker
BHSc Western Herbal Medicine

0402 366 242
thecottageherbalist.com.au
thecottageherbalist@gmail.com
thecottageherbalist

ANTA member 12687

• Herbal Medicine
• Bush Flower Essences
• Diet & Lifestyle Advice
• Wellness Programs
• Hand Blended Organic Teas
  and Tisanes

THE COTTAGE HERBALIST

CEMETERY MONSTER
Growing up in Blackwood I got to recognise regular holiday-makers from 
the local caravan park.

This day I overheard some young people telling each other they were going 
to meet up at the cemetery at 9pm as a dare. I loved scaring the cr*p out of 
my brothers at home so I went up to the cemetery early and waited for the 
group of teenagers to arrive.

At 9pm the group of about 12 entered the cemetery and started walking 
cautiously towards the centre of the graveyard. I was hiding on a large 
family monument which had a number of statues of angels of different 
forms surrounding the graves. The group stopped right next to the large 
family monument and, as boys do, started to scare and tease the girls and 
each other about monsters and ghosts.

I seized the moment and jumped down off the large family monument 
from behind a statue. Letting out a low deep moan I fell to the ground and 
pretended my body was twisted and bent. I got up and started to hobble 
my pretend distorted body moaning and moving towards the group who 
where already screaming and climbing over each other similar to mice in a 
plague. There was no chivalry among the boys ... they were happy to climb 
over the girls to get away from the horrible Blackwood cemetery monster 
staggering after them.

The dozen or so teenagers ran straight out the cemetery gates without 
looking back until along way down the road towards the pub. I continued 
to stagger after them until one boy looked back to see I wasn’t a monster 
or ghost and came up to congratulate me on scaring his mates. I think he 
was just as scared as the others. Not long after a one of the girls, seeing her 
mate talking to me and confirming there was no monster walked up to me 
and slapped the cr*p out of me for scaring the pants off her.

As I think back to that night now I’m amazed that I didn’t start 
laughing halfway though like I do these days when I try and tell a joke. 
Arh well the cemetery did make my childhood a lot of fun at times.

~ Clint 

GIVE ME A HEAD WITH HAIR

Blackwoodians, exciting news! We now have a fully-equipped hairdressing 
salon which recently opened at Blackwood House on Martin Street. 

The business centres around the philosophy that your experience should 
be unhurried & personalised, offering a relaxing experience in the 
peaceful surrounds. At each visit to the salon you will receive a thorough 
consultation to ensure you receive the results you desire. 

The salons owner, Annalice Zanon, is an accomplished hairdresser. Her 
many years industry experience includes high fashion colouring & men’s 
grooming so she is well able to give you a style where the cut & colour are 
harmonious & are suited to your face shape & hair type.

The business is also environmentally conscious. Almost all salon waste 
can be recycled or re-purposed. Plastic bottles & colour tubes are all 
being recycled & as aluminium is infinitely recyclable, the salon also 
uses foil made from previously recycled aluminium. Hair itself can be 
re-purposed in different ways, so ponytails which are more than 15cm in 
length are donated to make wigs for kids with cancer through the Variety 
Children’s Charity.

Blackwood Hair Boutique offers cuts for men, women & children as 
well as stocking a full range of hair-care products. Annalice also does 
beard styling, hair colouring, hair treatments, extensions & spray tanning. 
Blackwood Hair Boutique is open Thursdays, 9am to 8:30pm & Saturdays, 
8:30am to 3pm, or at other times by arrangement. To book your next hair 
appointment ring or text 0407 562 018, or find Blackwood Hair Boutique 
on Facebook to message Annalice online.

BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE
Check out the photos (pages 8 & 9) & the fun, laughter & dancing at our 
recent bush dance.

In best Blackwood tradition it was a real community effort with the idea 
coming from an initial brain storming session. Bunting workshops followed 
& the call went out for empty jam jars, tablecloths, heaters, lights & an 
array of strange & unlikely objects. On the day lots of people delivered cut 
flowers from their gardens & bush wattle, & a few creative souls made the 
table arrangements.  It was a real pleasure to behold, not only the obvious 
enjoyment on the night, but also at every stage throughout the process, 
including the clean-up next day. 

Some of my favourite moments: Cat & Clint playing as only they can, 
Colin & Deirdre ‘cuttin’ the rug’ to Paddy Wombat, table 12 (last in dinner 
cue) finally getting the nod, children, teenagers & simply everyone up 
dancing, the whole hall searching for the elusive door prizes, Nut Bush 
City Limits (who knows how that really goes), cruisy, old-timey music 
afterwards & the last bus home - a laugh in itself!

Memorable comments: ‘I might even get up & dance next time’, ‘Had an 
awesome night, but can we have a few more slow, ‘squeezy’ dances’, ‘It 
was so entertaining watching you 3 on the dance floor totally mucking up 
& falling about laughing’, ‘My cheeks still hurt from laughing so much’, & 
‘It’s just like the dances we used to have years ago’.   

Paddy Wombat Bush Band said the fantastic community spirit & audience 
made the night - normally they have to talk people onto the dance floor, 
but not in Blackwood!

Apart from the many people who helped out, we are very grateful to 
the Blackwood Hotel for their incredible support, Blackwood Progress 
Association for their donation, Jinny, Brendan & Peter for taking photos, & 
Michael B. for managing the bookings. 

And on that note BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN for 2017. Just kidding, but 
we do hope to do it all again next year!  

In Memory of Dr Cecil John Gill 
M.B., B.S(Melb,), D.O. (Irel.), D.O. (Lond.), F.R.A.N.Z.C.O. 
December 20, 1941 – March 23, 2016

You were larger than life itself, always the biggest personality & loudest 
voice in the room. You were passionate about medicine, Christian Catholic 
Faith, politics & footy – but most of all about family & friends.

You had such an impact upon those 
who met you & were honoured 
to call you their Husband, Father, 
Grandfather, Brother, Uncle, Cousin, 
Doctor or friend. Your love of 
celebration was renown & you always 
lived life to the fullest.

You built a strong, close & loving 
family around you. Your love & 
devotion to your wife Halina, our 
Mother, was truly inspirational. You 

were always a true romantic, expressing your love for her everyday of 
your time together. As our father, you were a moral compass. You taught us 
about the importance of strong values, independence, humility, faith, love 
& most of all – loyalty.

You taught us to embrace lifes opportunities & make the most of what 
comes out way. You were taken from us so suddenly & it’s sad to realise 
that such a life force is no longer with us, but in your word, “if life has dealt 
you a bad card, you pick yourselves up, dust yourself off & life goes on.”

We shall not dwell upon our loss but on the special memories that we will 
cherish always. Farewell dear ‘ol Dad. We love you very much. Forever 
in our hearts.

We’d like to finish with some words on behalf of our mother Halina:

“Cecil, you were my rock, not only mine but our children’s. You were our 
guiding light & anchor. There will never be a love like you.”

Husband to: Halina | Father to: Ndia, Jason, Warren, David & Lucy | 
Grandfather to James, Oscar, Ben, Evie, George, Audrey, Hugo, Alan, 
Thomas & Charles.

~ submitted by the family

THE ENCHANTED FOREST
~ by Ewan Cameron

In the hush of dawn’s palest light 
I press my nose to the window pane 
Though there is no moon the ground’s all white 
At once I become a child again 
Mute, as if forbidden to tell 
Blackwood has woven her magic spell 
We creep enchanted as children do 
And revel in nature’s perfect view

The white-cloaked trees spread as if on guard 
A scene from an English Christmas card 
The birds are huddled, hidden away 
Tracks show a creature has made its way 
Sculpted footprints in the frozen crust 
“Carpe diem” Roman Caesar said 
“Seize the day,” all too soon you’re dead 
Your marvelling’s done when you are dust 
So breathe in the crystal, pure air 
Live as you should - live as you dare 
Wherever you roam, near or far 
Give thanks for who & where you are

BLOTS FROM THE INKWELL @ #1074
PART 1
The weather in Victoria reminds of my favourite childhood memory 

at Blackwood Primary School 1074. Our teacher was a young man 
Ian Armstrong from Bendigo, straight out of uni & at his first teaching 
posting at Blackwood. He was boarding at Blackwood house with the 
Walkers. We awoke to the silence of snow & Blackwood glistened 
under a white icy doona. At school our little pot belly stove was fired 
up & a boiler placed on top with our daily milk tipped into it to make 
cocoa. ( At time our Govt. of the day looked after each Victorian child 
by supplying a one third of a pint of milk each day.) Mr Armstrong 
told us all that he had never seen snow so declared that the lesson for 
the day was making snowmen & that the best snowman maker would 
get an extra biscuit with the cocoa. We worked hard (mostly having 
snowball fights) & the snowmen made with lots of fun & laughter. 
Lunchtime came & everyone headed inside ..... At that stage I think 
the whole school consisted of around 12 students. Lunchtime was 
a real communal affair huddled around the fire & drying off whilst 
holding mugs of hot cocoa & toasting sandwiches on top of the stove. 
Ah, those were they days my friends. Snow in Blackwood will always 
bring back the memory of the snowmen sitting around in the school 
yard with silly grins on their faces.

~ name supplied
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Round 1 BLACKWOOD v KYNETON HOME Sat Oct 8 (1:00 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 2 RIDDELL v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Oct 15 (1:00 PM) Riddell Recreation Reserve

Round 3 BLACKWOOD v GISBORNE HOME Sat Oct 22 (1:00 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 4 SUNBURY UNITED v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Oct 29 (1:00 PM) Langama Park No.1

Round 5 ROMSEY v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Nov 5, Nov 12 (1:30 PM) Bendigo Bank Oval

Round 6 BLACKWOOD v WOODEND HOME Sat Nov 19, Nov  26 (1:30 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 7 SUNBURY v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Dec 3, Dec 10 (1:30 PM) Clarke Oval, Sunbury

Round 8 BLACKWOOD v ROMSEY HOME Sat Dec 17 (1:00 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 9 WOODEND v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Jan 7 (1:00 PM) Gilbert Gordon Reserve

Round 10 BLACKWOOD v RIDDELL HOME Sat Jan 14, Jan 21 (1:30 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 11 KYNETON v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Jan 28, Feb 4 (1:30 PM) Kyneton Showground’s

Round 12 BLACKWOOD v SUNBURY HOME Sun Feb 5 (1:00 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 13 BLACKWOOD v SUNBURY UNITED HOME Sat Feb 11, Feb 18 (1.30 PM) Blackwood Recreation Reserve

Round 14 GISBORNE v BLACKWOOD AWAY Sat Feb 25, Mar 4 (1.30 PM) Gardiner Reserve

BLACKWOOD CRICKET FIXTURE 2016 - 2017
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COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church

The Blackwood church is currently in recess. At this time you are 
most welcome to join nearby parishes of Christ Church Myrniong 
or Holy Trinity Bacchus Marsh. Rev’d Darrell Couch is still able to 
assist with pastoral issues & conduct Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals 
at Blackwood. For details of services at Myrniong & Bacchus Marsh 
including, Cafe Church, Messy Church, 

Senior Citizen’s Services & Sunday & Wednesday services please see 
www.bacchusmarshanglican.org.au or contact 5367 5362.

~ Nina Harbison

Blackwood Action Group
Great news with the commencement of the Blackwood Localised 

Septic Program. We believe that one property owner has already 
been granted a building permit. Come along to the Annual Public 
Meeting (see p3) to hear how Project Manager, James Maw, will help 
Blackwood start building again.

With summer on the way, it’s worth asking the question, how would 
Blackwood bounce back from a major fire? If Wye River, one scene of 
the devastating Christmas Day fires, is any indication, not well. No-one 
there has yet been able to re-build. Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) ratings 
have been raised on properties there since the fire, adding $100K to 
even $300K onto a build cost. With no plan for robust management 
and mitigation of fire risk of the public forest/private land interface, 
bush towns like Wye River and Blackwood have an uncertain future. 
Check out the ABC article: http://ab.co/2dcp3ys

~ Brendan Hehir

Blackwood & Barry’s Reef Landcare
Isn’t the wattle great this time of year? But if only ALL the yellow 

flowers around the place were wattle.
A lot of what you see at 1st glance is actually gorse & broom.  And 

the thought of that is not very nice at all.
These prolific weeds thrive around our town.  And pulling them out 

or poisoning them only does part of the job.
The sad fact is that these weeds drop so much seed that they will be 

with us for generations. 
I got rid of some broom on my place years ago. But every year 

hundreds of seedlings sprout & need to be pulled out before they 
mature, flower & drop seed.

Fire stimulates the dormant seed in the ground, so it’s a good tool if 
you want to really clean up an area & you are prepared to put in the 
time over a number of years.

Spanish Heath is another species which loves the Blackwood 
climate.  This plant looks like a native but is very dangerous for our local 
eco-system.  It is relatively easy to contain unless it is mowed.  Have a 
look down at the corner where the Trentham Rd road crosses the river. 
This time last year I sprayed the Spanish Heath there but not before, it 
seems, the area was subject to roadside mowing.  It’s now coming up 
everywhere. It grows & flowers before you can blink.

On another subject, would anyone like to volunteer to test the river 
water quality on a regular basis?  The group has the testing gear & 
training can be arranged.  The Water Watch program adds value to the 
town but it’s been a while since it was done.

If interested, email admin@blackwoodlandcare.org.au.

~ Shane Scanlan, president

Blackwood CEMP
We’re currently meeting with agencies (Shire, Emergency 

Management Victoria, Vic Police, CFA, etc.) to develop a community-
interactive emergency scenario, to be held early December. Watch out 
for the fliers. It’ll be a great opportunity to see how we respond as a 
town to an unfolding emergency situation.

~ Brendan Hehir

BLACKWOOD CERT
The Blackwood CERT Committee of Management Inc. AGM will 

be held on Wednesday 12th October 2016, at the Blackwood CFA, 
Blackwood at 7.30pm.

All interested community members are welcome to attend.
The CERT Committee of Management manages the financial & 

governance side of CERT. You don’t have to be a first responder to 
take part, just interested in continuing to our valuable local emergency 
presence.  The CERT Committee Needs You!

Come along & find out more! A light supper will be provided.
Please contact Margaret McCarthy on 5368 6687 for more info.

The CERT team have been fairly quiet other than a few call-outs here 
& there since last time we posted in the Times. I guess that the locals 
have decided to keep things safe. That’s ok! I’d rather keep the uniform 
on its hanger than respond to calls.

A quick note regarding complacency... I often use various tools like 
saws & routers which can make a mess of fingers, etc. pretty quickly 
if used incorrectly. After 30 years of carpentry, I still have both hands 
intact for one very important reason. No room for complacency! Before 
starting up my saw, I say to myself, “I will not be distracted”. Almost 
anything could happen around me & I won’t turn my attention from 
the saw until it’s switched off & the work piece removed. What does 
this mean to you? It can be applied to anything that you find yourself 
involved in which could be potentially dangerous. Remember, “I will 
not be distracted”.

On another note, negotiations continue with Telstra. They’ve offered 
their version of the Licence Agreement for the property which we 
adjusted ever so slightly to suit us. This has gone back & forth a couple 
of times while we find a mutual compromise. I’d imagine that they 
want to finalise this agreement & so do we so we can begin building. 
We’re all still holding back on popping that bottle of champagne but 
it’s getting close. If something notable happens between issues, we’ll 
update the community via Blackwood Times Facebook page and/or 
bush telegraph. More info as we get it.

~ stay safe! Ivan Johnston

BCRCM
Thankyou to the person who submitted last report in my name. 

Correction please: Sue Donnelly does not hire out the hall. Hall hire 
at present is through Elizabeth Hall 5368 6537. The sportsground must 
be hired through the ranger at the caravan park on 53686539.

Thank-you to the dance committee for leaving the hall in such a 
great state. We do appreciate this. Thank-you also to all the people 
who helped fill the holes at the sportsground after the cows escaped 
onto the grounds.

To Aline at the caravan park, thank-you for keeping the springs & 
park up-to-date for the past months, we are very thankful for all the 
work you have done.

To Doug Peerman & Tom Pywell, thanks for taking care of our tree 
problem & to Corry for putting in the new BBQ’s.

We will be waiting until the water in the river goes down to see if 
any repairs are needed.

~ Elizabeth Hall, Secretary
Editors note: Thank-you for pointing out our error & please accept my 
apologies for publishing incorrect information. While we try to ensure all 
information supplied to us is correct, we are a voluntary publication & 
occasionally things slip under our radar.

Blackwood Historical Society
Our membership is growing. Looks like we will have to get a bigger 

meeting table! On Sunday, October 30 we will be having an open day from 
10.30am til 4pm when you can view photos, information & old artifacts.

We were contacted about doing tours of underground workings but, 
due to insurance & dangerous conditions of the mine, in the public’s 
interest, we would not even consider the matter.

Thank-you to Judith deGroot who gave the Historical Society bits & 
pieces to display. We wish her well in her new venture.

~ Allan Hall, President

Blackwood Progress Association
Following the recent annual meeting of the Progress Association the 

committee has decided to adopt a more inclusive & expansive operation 
rather than concentrate solely on the Easter Woodchop & Carnival.

To this end the association has has discussed & adopted the following 
objectives:

1. To become an expansionist association with the aim of attracting 
more events to Blackwood.

2. to become more inclusive by inviting businesses & community 
members to become involved

3. To develop a Blackwood website which would emphasize 
the beauty & tourist attractions of Blackwood & promote the local 
businesses.

4. To place new signs at both approaches to town on the Greendale 
Trentham Road.

5. To rejuvenate the tennis courts hopefully to include a netball court
To this end the association had a meeting on September 13th which 

was attended, among others, by Sharon Furlong the Mooorabool Shire 
Tourism & Events Officer. The outcome of that meeting was to develop 
a design brief for the proposed website to enable a tender document 
to be distributed for the development & maintenance of this website.

The association would welcome new members to be part of this 
exciting period & should you wish to discuss the opportunities for 
progressing Blackwood or your involvement in the association please 
do not hesitate to contact me on 0418 372203.

~ David White, President

Blackwood Senior Citizens
Here we are again with a further update from the Blackwood 

Seniors. What a wonderful lot of rain we have had, great to see dams 
full, rivers running & Pikes Weir filling. Some of our members had 
an enjoyable outing in August visiting the llamas at Hanging Rock, 
then a stop over for lunch at the Woodend Hotel. Next trip will be 
to a Melbourne shopping excursion on Thursday October 23. BYO 
lunch. Enquiries ring Bev Herd 5368 2526. We are still looking for 
new members so please come & join us on Wednesdays from 10am to 
3pm, annual fee $10.

~ regards Barb Sweet (Hon Sec)

Blackwood Uniting Church
Meditation at Blackwood House at 7pm, on the 1st & 3rd Monday 

of each month. All welcome. ~ Robyn Zanon

This issue there has been no report from Blackwood Cemetery Trust or 
Blackwood CFA.

If you would like to let your community know about your organisation, 
what your focus in the community is & how you would like support, 
please email Sandy at – galaxyss@hotmail.com. 
We’d love to hear from you.

BLACKWOOD CRICKET CLUB
Cricket Season is upon us, we have 10 home games this season, which 
includes 3 x 2 dayers. The first game of the season is a home game and 
commences at 1pm on Saturday October 8 at the Blackwood Recreation 
Reserve against Kyneton. The first game of the season is always a good 
one to get along to and sign up for your yearly membership. $50 Single 
Membership and $80 Family Membership. This year we are also offering 
for an individual or business to sponsor the ball on game day, so come on 
down and find out how.

We are still chasing sponsors for the season, so if you are interested 
please contact Marty DeJong 0423 087 558 or Jodie Bantz 0414 832 095 
for details. Some dates to tentatively book in now are; 
Sat December 17 - Xmas Break-up 
Sat January 14 - Sponsors Day 
Sat February 18 - Pink Stumps Day

At the bottom of this page is our fixture for the season. 

~ Thanks Jodie

Blackwood CERT Committee needs YOU!
It’s true that responding to health emergencies takes a certain type of skill 
& mindset & we know not everyone is up for that, & not everyone has to 
be - that’s what our small, dedicated team spend so much time training for. 

But CERT does need help to keep going with the behind-the-scenes 
work. The CERT Committee meets every 2nd month for a couple of hours 
(a quick meeting is a good meeting!) where we plan & discuss what it 
takes to keep CERT alive & financially healthy. This can be anything from 
recruiting new volunteers, liaising with Ambulance Victoria, organising 
fundraising activities & at present seeing through the establishment of our 
CERT ‘Station’.

CERT attends calls from Greendale to Trentham & it would be nice to 
have representatives on our committee from these communities, as well 
as some fresh faces from Blackwood. 

As far as volunteering goes, being on the CERT Committee is Big Bang for 
a small-time investment. 

If you feel like this is something that you could contribute to, or you’re 
interested in finding out more, please come along to our CERT Committee 
AGM, Wed Oct 12, 2016 at the Blackwood CFA, Blackwood 7.30pm.

~ Caroline Parker, Vice President of CERT Committee

BLACKWOOD & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

Open 1st Saturday monthly 10am-1pm
Historical Society Meeting 10.30am-12.30pm

ALL WELCOME
Martin St, Blackwood ph 5368 6537

www.blackwoodvictoria.com
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• 2016 BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE • 2016 BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE  • 2016 BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE • 2016 BLACKWOOD BUSH DANCE • 
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                  We put you first 

FOR SALE - $665,000 

1055 Greendale-Trentham Road, Blackwood 

 
“WINTERFELL” 

 4 Large bedrooms 
 Solid blackwood kitchen 
 Ceramic cook-top, electric wall oven, twin draw dishwasher 
 Open living room with 2 bathrooms, wood heater, storage heater, split system 
 2 Car parking under house with direct access to internal staircase 
 Power front gate, sprinklers on the roof 
 Set on 9445m2 block plus stone garden walls 
 A creek meandering through property to an ornamental dam 

For further information contact:- 
ROD GRANT 

0416 231 782 

Suite 4, 132 Inglis Street   Ballan 3342                       
www.raynerrealestate.com.au              

PET SHENANIGANS WITH SEAMUS
Scratch, Scratch, Itch!
Woof: In this month’s edition we look at a very itchy 
subject, Atopy (Canine Airborne Allergy). Atopy is a 
common skin disease causing itchiness in the dog. It is 
a reaction by an individual animal’s body to airborne 
pollens from grasses, weeds, trees, mould spores & 
housedust. Most dogs develop atopy as young adults , 
ie. between 6mths & 6 years of age. The most common 

clinical sign is itching, usually involving the muzzle, around the eyes, ear 
flaps, armpits, groin & paws. Some dogs may have recurrent ear infections. 
As a result of chewing, licking, rubbing & scratching, the skin becomes 
inflamed & is prone to secondary infections with bacteria & yeast. In 
dogs with chronic disease, there is hair loss & the skin often becomes 
thickened, scaly & black. The haircoat may feel greasy & be associated 
with an offensive odour.

How is it diagnosed? Atopy is diagnosed by performing either a blood 
test or an intradermal skin test on your dog. This involves testing the dogs 
antibody levels or reaction to relevant grass, weed & tree pollens, mould 
spores & housedust. Many drugs including antihistamines & corticosteroids 
affect the skin test. As all cortisone injections, tablets, lotions & eye & 
eardrops interfere with the intradermal skin test, it is important that your 
pet is withdrawn from treatment prior to testing.

How can Atopy be treated? There are several ways that atopy can be 
managed in order to keep your dog comfortable. Therapy can involve a 
combination of these alternatives:

Avoidance: Unfortunately, avoidance of grass, weeds, pollen & housedust 
is virtually impossible. These substances are airborne & in the case of 
pollens, may travel considerable distances. In some instances, dogs with 
housedust allergy may benefit from being kept outdoors.

Hyposensitisation: This involves desensitising your pet to things that it 
is allergic to through a course of injections with purified extracts. It is 
considered the best treatment for atopy in the dog.. It is important to 

realise that the improvement with allergy vaccines is gradual, with obvious 
benefits taking from between 2 & 6 months to appear. While some 70% of 
dogs are considerably helped by allergy vaccines, there are a percentage 
of dogs (approximately 30%) in which the vaccine is not effective.

Medical Therapy: While your dog is receiving an allergy vaccine, or 
alternatively, if you have elected not to pursue hyposensitisation, medical 
therapy is required to control the itching. The most useful agents to control 
allergy are cortisone-based drugs. Unfortunately, these can be associated 
with undesirable side effects. Common side-effects include increased thirst, 
urination & appetite, weight gain & panting. In the long term, cortisone can 
be associated with infections, liver disease, pancreatitis & gastrointestinal 
ulceration. They are, therefore, not satisfactory for long-term usage in 
controlling allergy. A more recent & safer medication is ATOPICA while 
other medical options include antihistamines & fatty acid supplementation 
that can help relieve itching but rarely control the signs completely.

Topical Therapy: Frequent shampooing of your dog will help remove 
pollen from the coat, surface debris & bacteria & help soothe the skin. 
We generally recommend that your dog be bathed once a week. Topical 
cortisone lotion or ointment can be used if only localised areas ie. paws, 
ears or around the eyes are affected.

Flea Control: It is important to use a thorough flea control in your atopic 
pet, even if your pet is not allergic to flea bites, the presence of fleas may 
aggravate his/her underlying allergy. Use a topical monthly spot-on such 
as Advantage, in conjunction with appropriate environmental flea control 
measures.

I hope this interesting topic helped with those annoying itchy moments!

Woof for now, Seamus

THE BILLY PINCOMBE TRAGEDY - 
Murder, Madness and Mania - at Blackwood in 1908
Compiled by Margot Hitchcock, Historian for the 
Blackwood & District Historical Society. Sept. 2016 

I became a founding member of the 
Blackwood & District Historical Society when 
it formed in the 1970’s. I became the Historian 

for the society in 1980 & researched the history of people’s ancestors 
& buildings in Blackwood & the early history of the gold mining era 
which commenced in 1854.

After my first publication ‘Aspects of Early Blackwood’ in 1980 I 
started researching & writing another book to be called ‘The History 
& pioneers of Blackwood’ & now, some 36 years later, I’ve typed 
up over 700 pages. Some interesting chapters have emerged with 
Pioneers, early deaths, the Chinese, early mining accidents & murders 
in Blackwood including the fascinating story of Billy Pincombe who 
shot the local minister in 1908.

I then researched further for the chapter on the story of Billy 
Pincombe but realised that the story in itself had enough fascinating 
information to be a book on its own, & after discussing this story with 
a book publisher I was asked to write up a synopsis with the view of 
presenting the idea to the ABC for a film to be made. 

The publisher took me to a Film & Television Industry briefing in 
2002 with the idea to present the story to be made into a Documentary 
or historical drama.  Since then however I went overseas 4 times & the 
idea was shelved.  Then in 2013 I met someone from Channel 7 who 
was happy to pass the story on to the right department, but I had to 
get the book published 1st, but since then she has left & I missed that 
opportunity.

I finalised the book - The Billy Pincombe Tragedy – The Tragic 
Shootings of a Minister & Billy Pincombe at Blackwood, Victoria 1908, 
& had it printed in 2014 & had a book launch at Blackwood over the 
Easter weekend. One day I hope to organise to find someone interested 
in having a possible film or documentary made. But first I have to write 
a film script – not easy when you don’t know how.

Although the story is not one we would like to find as a skeleton in 
our family closet, this story is fact & one that happened in Blackwood 
in 1908.  It is history in the making & deserves to be told as such 
legends of history as Ned Kelly & Captain Moonlight, the bushranger 
of once Blackwood fame, & other notorious persons who make up the 
history of early Victoria, which in time become legends in themselves. 

I feel this story is worthy of being told to remember Billy Pincombe, 
who made history over 100 years ago when he said – “I WILL WAKE 
BLACKWOOD UP”

The book is a story about a woman called Annie Pincombe, who 
suffered from religious mania & so cut off her right hand as was quoted 
in the bible ‘If thy right hand offends thee cut it off’. Her husband, 
Billy Pincombe, who had some psychiatric problems, blamed the local 
minister, & so shot him with a rifle as he was walking on his verandah 
reading a religious book. The bullet went through the book & straight 
into the ministers heart & he fell down dead. (The religious book has 
since been recovered with the bullet hole in it & is in safe keeping in 
Blackwood!)

 The local policeman was called & he went to the home opposite 
the church where the shooting came from & when he knocked on the 
door he was confronted with a rifle which shot at him, slightly injuring 
him in the shoulder & the policeman returned the fire with a pistol 
& shot the man in the head, from which he died 4 days later in the 
local Blackwood jail. The policeman, Constable Saunders bravery was 
highly commended by the local residents & police.  He was awarded 
the ‘Valour medal’ & awarded £50 on the July 10, 1908.

I was lent a scrap book from the policeman’s son with the newspaper 
cuttings in, from which I have used to write the story plus official 
inquest records from the P.R.O. & Mental Asylum Admission records 
for the wife who cut her hand off.  The newspaper articles are now on-
line through TROVE & the N.L.A. (National Library of Australia) should 
you want to verify this story.

I have also used other records to give a full story of the life & times 
of people involved & how the events came into being.

Billy Pincombe was born William Torrington Pincombe in 1860 at 
South Molton in Devonshire, England & came to Australia with his 
parents. In 1863 a sister to Billy was born in Blackwood & the family 
settled in Blackwood where the father John was a miner & 3 more 
children were born.

Billy lived in Red Hill, Blackwood & in the 1870’s he earned his living 
in Blackwood as a gold miner.  He was a member of the Blackwood 
Rifle Club & he was a crack shot in the Rifle Club & regularly competed 
against other teams in Melbourne & teams who came to Blackwood at 
the Blackwood Rifle Range. 

Billy was a single man until he married in 1906, at age 45 years, 
to a woman Annie Morrish, aged 21 years, & old enough to be his 
daughter. He had known his wife for about 9 years. After their marriage 
in January 1906 & 10 months later a son, John William Pincombe was 
born in Blackwood on the October 16, 1906.   

Records showed that Billy had become depressed & nervous & had 
made threats against various people, including the Lay Reader of the 
Blackwood Anglican Church, Mr. Harold G. Robinson. 

Billy’s wife was a religious person, said in one record as 
schizophrenia.  She was admitted to the Yarra Bend Asylum for three 
months when aged between 18 & 19 in 1903 for religious mania.

A month after Annie’s son John was born, Annie was admitted to the 
Kyneton Hospital on November 20, 1906 suffering from mental illness 
& insanity brought on by confinement. By today’s standards Annie was 
possibly suffering from post-natal depression.

Annie was then admitted to the Sunbury Mental Hospital in 1906 
age 21yrs. Annie’s insanity was recorded as being in the form of 
religious mania whereby she had got out of bed & nearly chopped her 
right hand off with an axe. Billy Pincombe stated that their baby was 
living at his home.

Mr. Harold Robinson, Lay Reader of the Church of England in 
Blackwood was the Preacher Billy Pincombe blamed for his wife 
religious mania which caused her to cut her hand off & therefore send 
her completely insane.  The vicarage, where Mr. Harold Robinson, 
lived is still in Blackwood next to All Saints church.

Billy Pincombe shot the minister, Mr. Harold Robinson through the 
heart, while he was reading a religious book in front of his chest while 
walking on his verandah opposite the home of Billy Pincombe.

Pincombe was shortly later shot in the head at his home in an 
encounter with Mounted Police Constable Charles Saunders, who 
resided at the Blackwood Police station. Constable Saunders received 
a minor bullet wound to the shoulder inflicted by Billy Pincombe 
& Billy died 6 days later on June 25, 1908 in the Blackwood Gaol 
without regaining consciousness, from the effect of the gunshot wound 
to the head, inflicted by Constable Saunders.

The Police Stables is where the Blackwood & District Historical 
Society currently have their museum, & is on the same property where 
the Police Station was, which is now the Special Schools Camp in 
Martin Street.

Billy Pincombe (died 1908, age 48yrs) & his parents, Mary Pincombe  
(died in 1891 age 64 yrs), & his father, John Pincombe (died in 1907 
age 75 yrs) were buried in the Blackwood cemetery in the Church of 
England section - there are no headstones.

Truth is sometimes stranger than fiction & leaves you wondering 
about the circumstances that surround this remarkable & tragic chain 
of events.  The book - “The Billy Pincombe Tragedy”, is available from 
the Blackwood Post Office or the Garden or St. Erth or from Margot 
Hitchcock via her website. 

Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The 
History & Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon.  
Other books published by Margot Hitchcock – “Aspects of Early 
Blackwood”, “Some History of Simmons Reef, Blackwood” & “The 
Billy Pincombe Tragedy”. See – www.blackwoodpublishing.com 

For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot 
Hitchcock – email – margothitchcock@bigpond.com
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 • MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR • MARKET CALENDAR •
1st SATURDAY 1st SUNDAY 2nd SATURDAY 2nd SUNDAY 3rd SATURDAY 3rd SUNDAY 4th SATURDAY 4th SUNDAY

BALLAN MARKET 
8am–1pm 
Inglis St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

KYNETON 
FARMERS 
8am–1pm 

St Pauls Park

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

CRESWISK 
COMMUNITY 
9am–1pm 
Victoria St

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm 
Railway Station

BREAKFAST 
BAZAAR 

from 9am 
Hepburn Springs

DAYLESFORD 
MARKET 

8am–4pm Railway 
Station

DAYLESFORD 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 
D'ford PS

CASTLEMAINE 
ARTIST MARKET 

10am–3pm 
(not Jan) 

Theatre Royal

BALLAN 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm

Mill Cottage

MALMSBURY 
VILLAGE MARKET 

9am–3pm 
(Sept-May) 
Gardens

RIDDELLS CREEK 
FARMERS 
9am–3pm 

(not Dec) PS

TALBOT 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 

Scandanavian 
Cres

LANCEFIELD & 
DIST FARMERS 

MARKET 
9am–1pm 

High St

LANCEFIELD/
ROMSEY LIONS 
8am–2.30pm 

(not Jan, Jun, Jul) 
Main St

DAYLESFORD 
MAKERS 

10am–3pm 
Town Hall

CASTLEMAINE 
FARMERS  
9am–1pm 
Mostlyn St

DARLEY MARKET 
8am–1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

WOODEND 
9am–3pm 

High St

BALLARAT 
LAKESIDE

9–1pm

TRENTHAM 
SUNDAY MARKET 

9am–2pm 
Victoria St

TRENTHAM 
INDOOR 

 9.30am–1.30 
TNH Centre

GISBORNE OLDE 
TIME MARKET 

9am–2pm 
Hamilton & Aitken 

TRENTHAM 
FARMERS 
9am–1pm 

Town Square

DARLEY MARKET 
8am–1pm 

Gisborne/Grey St 
Darley

GISBORNE ALL 
SEASONS 
9am–3pm 

Brantome St

TRENTHAM 
MAKERS 

 9am–1.30pm 
Cosmo

To the best of our knowledge all 
information correct at time of 
publication, it is advisable to check 
times, dates & venues with the market 
organisers.

Dear Pet Guru,

Dear Concerned,
I think you should put your pet ant in the 
front garden and your pet mouse in the 
back garden and hope their paths don’t 
cross.
Pet Guru

I am worried about my pet ant.  He hasn’t 
been the same since my pet mouse trod on 
him.  What shall I do?
Concerned of Kyneton.
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HOUSE TO RENT
‘WANNAWONG’  

SC 3br • sleeps 9  
• modern facilities  
• close to township 
• reasonable rates  

• weekly or weekend
call Margot 

03 9723 3223  
or 0439 878 062

GARBAGE MONDAY
October 10 • 24

November 14 •28

BLACKWOOFS

THE COMINGS and goings of humans are a constant source of mystery, 
and misery, to dogs. Where are they off to now? How long will they 
be? Are they gone forever?

ON THE whole, Sebastian is enjoying his extended holiday in 
Blackwood, what dog wouldn’t? He remains anxious, though, over the 
disappearance of his parents. 

THEY TOLD him of 
course, did Julia and 
Chris, that they were 
relocating to an 
island off Denmark 
in order to establish 
a brewery and that 
they’d send for him 
(quite soon now) 
but, well, poor Seb 
couldn’t  qui te 
absorb the details. 
Mum and Dad went 

out a door one day and never came back. It’s simple. And miserable.

LUCKILY SEBASTIAN has an excellent coping mechanism. It’s called 
chewing. Kennels, fluffy furniture, a structural wall have all been 
dispatched. He once killed a water pump when it made a rude whirring 
noise at him. It was inside that wall at the time.

BUT DON’T fret, Seb, and keep that beardy chin up. You’ll soon have 
a great job as a brewery dog on a Danish island. Hmm, unless I get 
there first.

View Cottage
fully self contained holiday rental

3 bedroom house with views 
• sleeps 5 • close to town • wood heater 

• BBQ • decking •washing machine & dryer
ring Judith on 03 9315 0576 

or 0408 569 367 

COWTASTOPHE AVERTED!

The cows got onto the cricket ground just weeks before the start of the season. 
Hundreds of hoof holes needed filling. Having finished, we counted the holes & 
found a multiple of 4. Got them all!
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• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR •

Hi Jinny & Margot
I enjoyed your article about the tennis courts at Blackwood. I just 

wanted to add a little more info to this for history sake (if not already 
recorded). A tennis court was built on Crown land (now 50 Byres Rd) 
sometime perhaps in the early 1900’s.

That is why the house at 50 Byres road is on a flat rectangular piece 
of land. An English couple with surname of Valentine used to holiday (or 
own) the log Cabin (not standing now) at the back of the tennis court. 
After 25 years of maintaining the land they were able to legally take over 
the tennis court & they built their retirement house on the tennis court.

In the late 50’s & early 60’s as a young child I remember it as an 
old sealed court with tall rusty wire fencing around & a dilapidated 
wooden umpire stand. As we played, bullants emerged from their nests 
between the cracks in the not-so-sealed court & blackberry bushes 
grew around.

In response to this, another tennis court was built on the Church of 
England land next to the Church in the 60’s. However tennis courts are 
apparently supposed to run or face North/South. This court was built 
facing East/West so the sun would compromise players early in the 
morning or late afternoon. Then newer courts were built down outside 
the sports ground.

In the late 40’s - 50’s my Aunt Louisa Ogle (Stonham) would bake 
a cake, place it in the front basket on her bike ... then catch the train 
from Malvern to Bacchus Marsh or Ballan with bike & tennis racquet ... 
ride into Blackwood ... whip up fresh cream for the cake & play tennis.

As for the C/E court, it too is slowly deteriorating but much fun has 
been had on it playing “social” tennis ... now with a basket ball hoop. 
Even though it is church land for decades my family has attended to 
the maintenance of the court to keep it as a recreational place for the 
community.

Naturally our house (54 Byres Rd) in the past had many old wooden/
gut tennis racquets, wooden holders or straighteners to place racquets 
in & tennis balls.

Hope this may be of some interest to Blackwood’s history collection.

~ kind regards Jan Purchase (Ogle)

Hi Brendan,
Thank you very much for the pictures of the snow fall in & around 

Blackwood, it certainly was a heavy fall, some days here it is cold 
enough to snow,  cannot wait for the warm days to arrive.

The envelope containing the Blackwood Times arrived yesterday 
(Friday ) which we have read with interest,  especially the story of Ernie 
& Elma, we thank you for your interest & care in this. 

Again thank you, best wishes,

~ Bill & Adele Terrill

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

THE GARDEN OF ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK

Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm 
Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun

Membership & gift vouchers available

Oct 22: Homemade Herbal Remedies for the Beginner
27 Nov: Vegetable gardens over Summer

CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thur-Mon
(no lunches on Mondays)

around $3pw ex GST your businesses 
advertisement will support the continued 
publication of The Blackwood Times. 
Call 5368 6444 or download a rate sheet 
from theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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BLACKWOOD GARDENING CLUB
Our group was very spoilt at our last meeting when we visited the 

Cassidy’s garden where Kerryn shared her knowledge of growing 
vegies using the wicking bed system. They have a very productive 
food garden set in an idyllic bush setting where they have nurtured 
indigenous plants. We swapped herbs & vegies & thoroughly enjoyed 
our morning. The previous month was a bush walk through our 
beautiful forest.

In October we will visit Sue’s home as a group, those of us with 
more experience will suggest planting ideas & all contribute to a 
working bee to get her started.

November we will visit Em & Frank’s garden who both have a 
wealth of knowledge in the European tradition of produce & will tell 
us about keeping poultry.

Our meetings are at the Merchant on the 3rd Saturday monthly 
@ 10am. Look forward to seeing you there whether you have green 
thumbs or not & contribute to planning next year’s calendar.

~ Jane Howat

If you’d like to see more of the September floods go to  
http://theblackwoodtimes.com.au/home/aug-sept2016-gallery/  
for photos & videos.

If all this wet weather has made your nose run like the Lerderderg, check out 
Caroline’s cure below ... 

WOMBAT BOOK CLUB 2016
Hello from the Wombat Bookclub. We’re a group of avid readers (in 
theory), who love to read & love to talk ... more the latter. We have lively 
discussions about the book we have just read, what we liked or didn’t like. 
Now that spring weather is upon us, time for those lazier afternoons in the 
sun, with a good book. We meet the 3rd Sunday in each month, alternating 
between the Blackwood Pub & the Merchant, sometimes subject to change.

The first book we read & discussed was ‘The Client’ by John Grisham. The 
protagonist, an 11 year old boy, Mark, witnessed a suicide. Before doing 
so, he revealed to the boy information about a high profile murder case. 
With the aid of a lawyer, he managed to elude the FBI & the underworld 
by escaping with his family before he revealed what he knew to the police. 
This completely changed the way they lived from being trailer home 
residents to having a more privileged lifestyle.

Kirsty: The Client – reads like a movie, John Grisham keeps you turning 
pages with excitement & drama. Although supposedly “formula fiction” 
The Client was the first of John Grisham’s novels that I had read so I enjoyed 
it very much without knowing the direction the story would take.  

4 wombies

Sandy: Ahhh Grisham, what can I say. Once again,  he brilliantly writes 
a page-turning tale. You get to know the characters well, & the story is a 
brilliant twist of events & intertwined stories.  One worth reading.

5 wombies

Jane: The book tells of a boy who happens upon a mob lawyer who 
commits suicide. But before he commits suicide, he divulges information 
on where the body of the murdered Senator was hidden by his mob boss. 
Fearing reprisal by the mob or the FBI for lying, he hires a lawyer to get 
him out of this mess. I really enjoyed this legal thriller; a good quick read.

4 wombies

Brenda: Super story of suspense from John Grisham. Loved the relationship 
between Mark, the 11 year old client, & compassionate lawyer Reggie Love 
who gradually earns his trust & becomes part of the adventure.  Couldn’t 
put it down.

4½ wombies 

Jinny: Not the sort of book I would normally have picked up but I enjoyed 
the characters & the plot particularly the clever ending.

4 wombies 

The 2nd book we read & discussed was ‘I Capture the Castle’ by Dodie 
Smith. Set in England in the 1930‘s, a family, the Mortmain’s, live in a run-
down castle. They are a family of writers & dreamers. With little money to 
live on, due to Mr Mortmaim’s writers block, which was was their source 
of income, the story is about how they live their lives & their resolve to 
their situation.

Anne: This is a whimsical ,slightly unbelievable account ,of a family fallen 
on hard times who live in what’s left of a castle in Suffolk,England mid 
1930’s. Written by Dodie Smith.

It doesn’t take long to develop an affinity to these ridiculous people & I 
found myself reading with a smile on my face as I realised this story is 
a happy, positive one even though the family are usually hungry,cold & 
confused but nonetheless curiously upbeat with life. What a lovely change. 
17yo Cassandra tells the tale usually through her diary so we travel through 
the stirrings of the heart with the 2 sisters, Cassandra & Rose, the brick 
wall the temperamental father has hit with his writing, the beautiful Topaz 
– stepmother extraordinaire, young brother Thomas & Stephen. Can’t even 
think what to write about good old Stephen! So, I leave it to you .  

4½ Wombies .  

Terri: From the author of 101 Dalmations, ‘Capture the Castle’ by Dodie 
Smith was an easy & enjoyable read. 17yo Cassandra through writing 
in a journal takes you through the seasons & changes her penniless 
but eccentric family experience while living in a ruined castle. I liked 
Cassandra’s appreciation for life & simplicity & her descriptions of the 
changing seasons. The book ends without resolution, but that leaves you 
something to wonder about after you’ve turned the last page.   

4 wombats.

Sandy: If you want a good book but nothing too heavy this novel is a well-
written read. About a family with not a lot to live on, & living in run down 
conditions, it gives the reader an understanding of their appreciation of 
little things in life. A family of writers & dreamers.

4 wombies

Jane: A love story set in country England in the 30’s that follows 17-year-
old Cassandra Mortmain, & the fortunes of her eccentric family, struggling 
to survive in a decaying English castle. A large cast of odd characters, 
though I was never quite sure where the story was leading.

3½ wombies

Brenda: A young adult story charmingly told by Dodie Smith.  I liked the 
way the story unfolded through a series of journal entries.  Vivid imagination 
with zany characters, sometimes a little too silly, but who cares, it was fun!        

3¼  wombies

Sue: I have mixed feelings about ‘I Capture the Castle’. I very much enjoyed 
the first part & laughed aloud at one point whilst reading on the train. 
However, ⅔ in, the feisty, indomitable heroine becomes weepy & lovelorn, 
& the story limps along from there with her moaning & wringing her hands 
for 200 pages. Suggest the moment Cassandra falls in love, skip to the end. 
Even then the last line will make you want to throw up!

3½ wombies (for pp1-360)

Garlic Honey for colds
~ by Caroline Parker

So many nasty colds & flu’s have been walking 
into my clinic these past few weeks, so I’ve been 
making sure my clients know about the bug-
busting capabilities of the humble clove of garlic, 
which is readily available in their own kitchen.

Garlic contains an amazing phytochemical 
compound called Allicin. This sulphur-
containing compound gives garlic its 
distinctive pungent smell & taste, as well 
as its antimicrobial, antibacterial, antioxidant, 
antifungal, antiparasitic & pretty much anti-
everything properties.

Here’s a favourite recipe I’ve been using to make use of garlic’s ‘anti-
everything’ properties:
GARLIC HONEY:

• Clean glass jar & lid
• Bulb of organic/spray free garlic
• Jar of raw, organic honey
• Sprig of Thyme from backyard
• Firstly you’ll need to squish the cloves of garlic (skin on is okay) to 

release the Allicin.
• Pop the cloves of garlic along with washed & dried Thyme into a clean jar.
• Pour over honey to cover. If there are cloves & sprigs sticking out, push 

them down with a chopstick & then pop the lid on. 
• Leave for at least 24 hours before consuming.

You can pretty much start taking the honey straight away, but it’s best 
if left for at least a few days. The longer you leave it, the honey becomes 
darker & the cloves become sweeter. Take a teaspoon to soothe sore 
throats, counter colds & flu & to relieve respiratory congestion.

~ stay well out there! Caroline xx

Am�eside House
• 3 large bedrooms (sleeps 7)
• newly renovated with all comforts
• Fully fitted kitchen with new modern homewares
• Telephone, wifi, TV, in-house DVD’s, games, books  
    & magazines, music system
• 2 acres of beautiful English & native garden
• pet & child friendly with swings/playhouse

search for AMBLESIDE COUNTRY HOUSE daylesford/trentham/blackwood on airBNB



16 The BLACKWOOD TIMES   October – November ‘16 October – November ‘16 The BLACKWOOD TIMES 17 

OCTOBER:
DATE TIME EVENT VENUE

Tue 4 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

Sat 8 10:30am Blackwood & Historical Society 
Monthly Meeting

Museum

Sat 8 11am Beekeeping For Beginners - Part 
One

St Erth

Sat 8 2:00am Beekeeping For Beginners - Part 
Two

St Erth

Tue 11 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

Sat 15 10am Blackwood Gardening Club Merchant

Sun 16 3pm Wombat Book Club Hotel

Tue 18 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

Sat 22 11am Homemade Herbal Remedies For 
The Beginner

St Erth

Sun 23 10.30am Blackwood Motorcyle Club ride Pub

Tue 25 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

Fri 28- 
Mon 30

see ad 
p10

Blackwood Festival of Music & 
Culture

Blackwood

Sun 28 11am Growing Chemical Free Berries 
Workshop

St Erth

Tue 30 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

NOVEMBER:
Tue 1 8am-

7:30pm
Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Blackwood 
Museum

Sat 5 10:30am Blackwood & Historical Society 
Monthly Meeting

Yogazen 
Blackwood

Tu 8 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

St Erth

Sun 13 10:30am Garden Pests & Diseases Yogazen 
Blackwood

Tue 15 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Merchant

Sat 19 10am Blackwood Gardening Club Merchant

Sun 20 3pm Wombat Book Club Yogazen 
Blackwood

Tue 22 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

St Erth

Sun 27 11pm Vegetable Gardens Over Summer St Erth

Tue 29 8am-
7:30pm

Yoga, meditation & more (pay as 
you feel classes)

Yogazen 
Blackwood

To the best of our knowledge all information correct at time of publication, 
it is advisable to check times, dates & venues with event organisers.

• CALENDAR OF EVENTS • CALENDAR OF EVENTS •
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IT’S ONLY MONEY!
~ by Paul Tatchell 

Have you ever wondered where the phrase “fair 
dinkum” comes from? I am told it dates back 
to the Goldfields; it’s probably one of the few 
slang phrases that has its origins in Australia, 
& probably only used in Australia, & I can 
understand why; we really are a “weird mob”.

It’s said that it was drawn from the numerous 
Chinese dialects spoken throughout the 
diggings; “din” & “Kum” roughly translated 
as true gold, or “din-gum” translated as good 
gold. Whether that’s fair dinkum or not, it’s time we got fair dinkum about 
why the minority of people lead the agenda for the majority.

It’s been almost 3 months since the Federal election; the double dissolution 
that was to clean up Federal politics by emptying both houses of Parliament. 
There were policies a plenty on offer as all sides of politics promised a new 
beginning in the political landscape.

When the results came in, the new political landscape may have planted 
some new bulbs, but the garden appears to have just as many weeds & 
barely a policy to seed.

The new Parliament is obsessed with social reform over economics, with 
next to no understanding that one pays for the other. It’s like stirring the 
spaghetti bolognaise whilst Rome is burning! 

Populous politics has consumed our leaders to the point of denial, & whilst 
the social agenda makes us all feel warm & fuzzy inside, it won’t pay 
the bills; there needs to be balance, & the first priority should be to start 
balancing the books.

It’s no good starting new social policies when we haven’t paid for the old 
ones; there needs to be a clear vision on developing the economy as a 
means to supply. It’s the same old story; you can have anything you want as 
long as you are prepared to pay for it. No one is denying the social needs of 
this country, but we are certainly in denial on how it’s to be paid for.

Blocking & watering down economic reform policies will only put off the 
inevitable. It’s about balancing the must-haves from the nice-to-haves & 
providing a sound business case for their sustainability; it’s no good paying 
the deposit if you can’t make the payments.

It’s a time to get “fair dinkum”; unless we can get more people to share the 
load, the equation between want, need, & supply will succumb to the basics 
of sound economics, & we are already writing cheques that common sense 
can’t cash.

Everyday hardworking Australian families have become a silent voice, 
washed away by the rhetoric of the singular purpose policy that dominates 
the debate; the voice of holistic reason is being muffled by the discontent of 
the one trick pony.

It’s those hard working families that never question the merits of fairness for 
all in terms of discrimination & fair play; they only question why it dominates 
governance to the point of exasperation with the perception of guilt.

It’s the paradox of when political aspiration & theoretic philosophies meet 
common sense & reason that frustrates Mr & Mrs Average as they deal with 
the realities of family life, & the expectations that come with it.

The majority of people are not racist, homophobic, or misogynist & 
all the legislation in the world won’t change those that are. They are not 

WOMEN’S RIVER RETREAT IN 
BLACKWOOD
After a series of meditations developed by Dr. Joe Dispenza, Genevieve 
was inspired by a vision of holding a women’s retreat in Blackwood. As a 
celebrant Genevieve has been involved in ritual since her early 20’s, often 
helping her women friends with transitions in their lives. It’s something she 
has wanted to do since moving to Blackwood in 2008.

Since reading Tarot at The Reader’s in Daylesford & helping people release 
blocks in their lives with “Theta Healing”, Genevieve has been touched by 
the number of women that have sought advice from her about getting clear 
& getting through confusion & exhaustion.

After travelling the world & participating in spiritual retreats in India & 
New York Genevieve feels she wants to share her journey & validate other’s 
journeys by simply listening to them, & giving them tools to find their own 
answers.

The Women’s Retreat will help women let go of what patterns they know 
longer need in their lives, & get present to what intentions they want to 
create. This is done in a holistic way through journaling, guided meditation, 
movement, gentle bush walking & of course having fun by sharing meals & 
laughter together. (And of course a movie & Pyjama Party.)

Genevieve says, “I’m a facilitator in the retreat who is equal to everyone 
else there. The only difference is, I help them bring out people’s wisdom. 
& why Women’s River Retreat? The River is a metaphor for how we literally 
flow in our lives, handle obstacles & come back to ourselves as a source. 
As Maya Angelou famously wrote, “A Woman in Harmony with her spirit 
is Like a River Flowing. She goes where she will without pretense & arrives 
at her destination prepared to be herself & only herself.”

The idea is to empower women & hopefully there will be some men’s 
retreats as well in the future as men also need connection, validation & 
sharing. The power in the retreat is to unplug & take time out so you can 
look at your life from another angle.

demonising the welfare system that consumes $160 billion & 8 out of 10 
taxpayers’ revenue each year; they simply want a fair go, & have every right 
to question why third & fourth generations of people will never have a job, 
simply because they don’t want one!

They have every right to expect that the tax dollar paid will deliver services 
with a sense of fairness & equity. This is not a complicated equation; more 
people contributing means more funding, more funding means more services.

It’s all about those that can helping those that can’t, not those that don’t want 
to, & if they don’t want to, let’s find out why & fix that; it’s a cultural issue, 
not a social one.

If all of our resources are used to carry the problems & not the solutions, 
what happens when we run out of resources? It’s far better to stand behind 
people & support them as opposed to carry them; because if you put them 
down & they can’t get up we have achieved nothing.

Every year the load gets heavier & the vehicle gets smaller; investment in 
services needs to be met with an ability to service. Whilst it’s imperative that 
we provide those services, it’s also imperative that we invest in the future of 
supply; it’s about balance.

It’s one thing to teach young people to contribute, but if you don’t provide a 
platform for them to contribute off, the services that are provided will eventually 
cease to exist; sustaining an economy is about investing in future economies.

As the needs for the disadvantaged continue to rise, & the advantages for 
others continue to fall, there will always be a day of reckoning. We have 
become so consumed by the marginalised debate that we are not seeing 
the big picture.

If our leaders were “fair dinkum” they would concentrate on the problems 
at hand, rather than creating ones into the future. Canberra talks about the 
economy like it’s some lion that can’t be tamed, but no one is brave enough 
to pick up the chair & whip to get the beast under control. 

If they were “fair dinkum” they would put their political aspirations to one 
side, & look towards the next 30 years instead of the next 3.

JOIN THE FUN & STAY UP-TO-
DATE ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

IT’S FESTIVAL TIME AGAIN!
The Melbourne Cup weekend, October 28 - 31, will see Blackwood 

hosting The Blackwood Festival of Music & Culture for the third 
year running. The main festival site will be the beautiful Blackwood 
Recreation Reserve, though there will also be events happening 
throughout the town, including at the Blackwood Pub & The Blackwood 
Merchant.

Once again there will be an amazing line up of international, 
interstate & local musicians headlined by Haywood Billy Goats from 
North Carolina in the U.S.A.  An old time string band out of Chatham 
County, NC, the Haywood Billy Goats have become one of the most 
respected string bands in the North Carolina old time music scene. 
Members of Haywood Billy Goats will also be leading workshops 
throughout the festival. The rest of the program features a wide range of 
music including Americana, Country, Blues, Folk, Old-time, Bluegrass, 
Irish, Cajun, Jazz, Honky-tonk, Rockabilly, Cowboy songs & there will 
even be a Grateful Dead tribute band for all you dead-heads! 

Current (and former) Blackwood local musicians also feature 
prominently on stage: look out for Blues Union, Shaun Brown, Cat 
& Clint, Honeyfields, Lauren Lee Williams & Kenny Joe Blake, Pete 
Daffy Trio (featuring Lachlan Dear), Mick Coates & the Allnightlongers 
(featuring Oliver Dear), plus a few others that will include cameo 
appearances by various Blackwoodians. Trentham Ukes will also be 
doing their thing again.

In addition to the music program there will be an extensive program 
of other participatory art, cuisine & cultural activities. These will 
include art & craft workshops, kids music & art activities, brewing & 
cider making workshops, Southern ‘soul food’ cooking demonstrations, 
yoga classes led by Blackwood’s own YogaZen & much more.

The Blackwood Merchant have curated a diverse onsite market that 
will feature a wonderful range of local artisan stalls & will include 
some in-stall demonstrations of traditional skills & craftsmanship.

Be sure to visit the festival website at www.blackwoodfestival.org for 
more information, to view the full program & to buy tickets. You can 
also follow the festival on Facebook & Instagram (@blackwood_festival).

If you would like a FREE TICKET you could think about getting 
involved as a volunteer. Four hours of volunteering gets you a free 
weekend pass to the festival - email volunteers@blackwoodfestival.org 
for more information.

THRIVE Treatment Centre

www.thrivetreatment.com.au

IN PAIN? STRESSED?
Try Scenar Therapy for

Chronic Conditions
Pain Relief 

Sports Injuries
Women’s Health

call Brenda 5368 6770

The Blackwood Motorcycle club (3458”s) are 
back after a long cold winter & are having our next 
run on Sunday October 23rd.
Meeting at the Blackwood pub at 10.30 and riding 
to Maldon for lunch. If you are interested contact 
Pat on 5368 6675

ADVERTISING WITH US MAKES SENSE
Around 40,000 issues of the Blackwood Times are downloaded 
bi-monthly + with 600 hard copies distributed in the local area  
no-one can deny advertising with us is value for your hard earned dollars. 
Investing $2.50 per colCm ex GST & an extra 50c per colCm for your ad 
to be colour in the online issue just makes good sense. 

SMALL PRINT: In commercial advertisements in newspapers, traders must include two pieces of 
information: 

1. their own name or their company name or their registered business name. & 
2. either: The street address of their business or a business name registration number or a business 

licence number such as their licence number to be an estate agent or plumber (note: an ACN or ABN 
is not sufficient)

~ Fair Trading Act advertising requirement June 2004

It is the advertiser’s responsibility to ensure correct information is supplied for their ad.

DOWNLOAD OUR BOOKING FORM & VISUAL SPECS 
FROM THEBLACKWOODTIMES.COM.AU



18 The BLACKWOOD TIMES   October – November ‘16 October – November ‘16 The BLACKWOOD TIMES 19 

YogaZen

Blackwood

 Yoga, Healing Exercise and Meditation

yogazenblackwood.com 
PH: 5368 6879 

yogazenblackwood@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/yogazenblackwood 

“Pay As You Feel” 
A Contribution Philosophy 

Participating in any activity at YogaZen Blackwood, 
 you pay according  to what feels right in your heart

Day Spa

P R A N I  G L O W  D A Y  S P A   
THAI-INSPIRED DAYLESFORD DAY SPA
*TRADITIONAL THAI HERBAL COMPRESS MASSAGE
*THAI INSPIRED FOOT MASSAGE
*SIAM REJUVENATING FACIALS
*SIAM HAIR RITUAL
*SPA RETREAT PACKAGES TO REVIVE BODY& SOUL
*MOBILE DAY SPA COMES TO YOU
*GROUP BOOKINGS CATERED FOR
*PERSONALISED EXPERIENCE BY APPOINTMENT
*CERTIFIED ORGANIC HERBS & DAY SPA PRODUCTS 

W W W . P R A N I G L O W D A Y S P A . C O M . A U  |  B O O K I N G  0467 207 329 

2ND ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW
The parishioners of Trentham St Georges Church are working industriously 

towards holding their 2nd Annual Flower Show at the Neighbourhood 
Centre on Saturday November 26.

The 2015 inaugural show was a roaring success in spite of an electrical 
storm causing loss of power to the whole town. Fortunately, with bottles gas 
available, we were still able to provide tea & coffee to everyone.

We urge residents to keep the show in mind when planning your spring 
garden planting. Everyone, young & old are encouraged to participate & 
show our visitors what this area can grow.

~ Anne Walker

ADVERTISE FREE: BUY, TRADE or SELL

Have you got something to sell or give away, trade or are 
you looking to buy something? (local, private adverts only) 

email editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au
Call Genevieve 0407 013 014

over 600 weddings o�ciated
Trainer of Celebrants since 2003

www.messengercelebratelife.com
❤ inspiration❤ creativity❤quality ❤

Take time out to access your own wisdom through yoga,
guided meditation and women’s ceremony.

contact Genevieive Messenger +61 407 013 014
blackwoodriverretreat@gmail.com | www.blackwoodriverretreat.com.au

TRENTHAM NEWBIE: Sylvia Johnson
For most of my life I have received the greatest pleasure in pleasing 
people, or at least wanting to improve or enrich the circumstances they 
are involved in.  

So it was not surprising that in 1980 I took up the challenge, with husband 
Michael & 2 children, Lucas & Charmaine to renovate & open Cotswold 
House Restaurant in The Dandenongs of Melbourne.  Through quality food 
& warm hospitality, it won many awards & pleased through its 13 years, 
customers from across Australia & overseas; they also loved the gardens, the 
daffodil-filled valley & the menagerie of animals. & yes, there were times 
when we gave Basil & Cybil Fawlty (Fawlty Towers) a run for their money!!

1990 saw the publishing of my book called “A fare of the heart, Reflections 
of a Restaurateur” (Collins-Dove).  In telling stories & anecdotes it caused 
a number of radio & television interviews & invitations as a Guest Speaker.  

Late 1992 I was invited to development & direct The Melbourne Food & 
Wine Festival that evolved to stage some 125 events, including The World’s 
Longest Lunch, The Hawkers Market, The Grand Hyatt Master Classes, 
Breakfast Around the Tan & Cellar Door at Southgate. It became recognized 
as Australia’s leading food & wine event & won international acclaim. The 
role caused me to sit on various committees - tourism, cultural & culinary 
in promoting Melbourne & Victoria, it’s talented chefs & winemakers, 
quality produce & diversity. 

Later I consulted within the hospitality industry & then became a Civil 
Celebrant, my events & staging experience contributing to the success 
of hundreds of weddings & funerals.   So you never know I may well 
write another book – 40 weddings & 210 funerals, it would make for a 
fascinating read!!

I am a member of The Australian Federation of Civil Celebrants & an 
Associate of the Catering Institute of Australia; I fully support natural 
& good for your foods & abhor cruelty in any form of animal farming. 
The Festival was an early supporter of the Farmers’ Markets, Stephanie 
Alexander’s Growing Schools, Regional Food & Wine Tourism Workshops 
& staged Australia’s first Organics Conference & Festival.    

My reputation is that of a modern, stylish celebrant with a distinctive 
voice & an eye for detail……with a good sense of humour & fun. I love 
to garden, cook, eat & drink, & being owned by two spoilt Burmese cats 
– Cello & Piccolo. & today I live in the charming village of Trentham with 
family close by.  Life is rich. 
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BEYOND BLACKWOOD...for everything, there is a Season
by Kathie Strmota

Spring has arrived with a burst of activity, after 
a cosy winter on the couch, & little desire to get 
out & about. 

Interestingly, our ‘winter retreat’ is due to more 
than just cold weather. There’s also the influence 
of earth’s seasonal energies, & our own light-
responsive hormones: Melatonin (sleepiness), 
Cortisol (action), Dopamine (desire), & Serotonin (positive perceptions).

During winter, long nights & cloudy days result in high melatonin, low 
serotonin & dopamine, & reduced morning cortisol, which combine as an 
urge to withdraw from the ‘activity of life’, feeling less inspired & motivated, 
& less interested in social activities, with some people more strongly affected 
than others.

If we recognize that a seasonal change is a cyclic shift from one energy 
dynamic to another, we can adapt ourselves accordingly, making the most of 
the current dynamic. Winter calls us to go within & spend time with ourselves, 
contemplating life & who we are, being honest, asking the hard questions, & 
facing inner shadows. It’s a powerful opportunity for self-discovery & healing, 
if we can enter the withdrawal & lowered mood with acceptance, rather than 
rejecting it as ‘mood disorder’. 

Our culture teaches us to fear the ‘inner dark’, to medicate & keep smiling. 
We’ve lost the understanding that inner power & wisdom come through 
balancing outer activity & achievement with fearless inner reflection. I 
do acknowledge that, for some, a mood disorder truly is a disorder which 
disables their functionality, & medicinal support is a blessing. But even then, 
a willingness to explore the inner shadows which have ‘pushed up to the 
surface’, is an important part of the healing journey.

Of course, we can only take so much navel-gazing before needing some action 
again, & in rolls spring with a burst of sunshine & colour, & a new energy 
dynamic. The lengthening days mean less melatonin & more dopamine & 
serotonin, with new urges & appetites, & a lift in mood. We feel more inspired, 
motivated, optimistic, energetic & capable. We want to start projects, see 
friends, join the gym. Life is full of possibilities. We emerge from our winter 
reflection with deeper self-awareness & sense of purpose, & enter a phase 
of creativity & interaction. The spring dynamic provides powerful support 
for growth & development. Make new changes & put plans into action. Be 
courageous & outrageous. 

Ever-increasing serotonin levels, as spring rolls into summer, now bring 
increased feelings of satisfaction with what has been experienced & created. 

NATURAL RHYTHM In summer, we are riding high & can see how beautiful life is. This is a time for 
celebration & enjoyment, appreciating what we’ve achieved, sharing our gifts 
with others, & giving thanks for the blessings in life.

As we move into autumn, the dynamic shifts once again. The nights get longer, 
& daytime hormones begin to drop once again, as melatonin gradually rises. 
The summer party is over & we begin sorting out, cleaning up, & preparing 
for winter. This is a time of review, closure, & integration. In spring & summer, 
we experienced lots of action & interaction, new information, people, places 
& things, & we now take time out to digest all that through a process of 
clarification & organization … releasing what no longer serves (whether that 
be attitudes, hobbies or people), & integrating what you want to keep. It’s also 
a great time to clear clutter in your house, to see what you can give away, & 
make some space. 

Then, the turning of the seasons draws us inevitably towards the darkness of 
winter & our own inner light, & the cycle continues … 

GRAND DESIGN
WINDOWS

WWW.GRANDDESIGNWINDOWS.COM.AU

Lachlan 0427 837 081
or Nick 0421 593 998 

THE WIDEST RANGE OF HIGH
PERFORMANCE WINDOWS AND DOORS 

LOCALLY MADE IN BALLAN.

5368 6444 (Blackwood)

• sponsoring the Blackwood Times • 

business cards | fliers | signs | booklets | websites | social media
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COSY OPEN FIRES & 
MAGNIFICENT BEER GARDEN

LOCAL’S NIGHT FRIDAYS 
Special two course menu $25

Complimentary bar snacks
Meat tray raffle

LIVE MUSIC EVERY SUNDAY FROM 1.30PM

OPEN
Wed - Sunday Midday – late

STABLES 
Available for weddings

private functions
& community events

03 5424 1516 
Cnr High St & Cosmo Rd, Trentham 
www.thecosmopolitanhotel.com.au 

2013

PUB OF THE YEAR
  

JOINT RUNNER UP

  

 

3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341
5368 1355your hosts: Greg & Karen Popple

Pizza: Wed, Thurs, Fri 6-8pm & Sun noon-8pm
Tues: Locals Slab Draw in Bar & Parma and Pasta $14
Friday: Happy Hour 5–7, $3 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed – Sun: Full Menu Dinner
Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm Mon-Fri: $12 lunches

LARGE BEER GARDEN AT REAR

General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams, 
grocery items, toasted sand, take away 

bottleshop, newspapers daily, bread, ice
&  anything else you may just need. 

Shop opens at 10am every day
and is open late with Pub.

LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page

call Shirley Corneille  for an application  
5348 5690 or 0427542811

 October 16 • November 20oct 15 | nov 19

         TRENTHAM
STATION

SUNDAY MARKET
 8.30am – 2.30pm

at Historic Trentham Station,
Victoria Street, Trentham

4th SUNDAY EACH MONTH
Oct 23 | Nov 27

A great selection of stalls 
in a unique setting
Enquiries / Bookings 

 Kaye / Leigh 5424 1466
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Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

  

43a High Street, Trentham 3458

5424 1000

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Sat 9am-12.30pm

Closed Public Holidays
trentham.pharmacy@frednet.com.au

Istan Czehmester, B Med Sci, B. Pharm, MPS

ADVERTISE FREE: BUY, TRADE or SELL
Have you got something to sell or give away, trade or are 

you looking to buy something? (local, private adverts only) 
email editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

weddings, parties, anything!
hire the Blackwood Hall
kitchen, stage, meeting room

very reasonable rates phone 5368 6537 
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240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, 
farm produce/produce store 

papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, 
coffee confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

1 Market St     ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm
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LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 0417 335 831
(leave a message if no answer)

  

 

construction • design • maintenance
No job too big or too small

Full garden and handyman service.

Reliable, friendly and experienced.  Free Quotes

0423001329 / 53686487

Blackwood
Gardens

R e l i a b l e  &  Tr u s t w o r t h y

* Domestic  & Commercial  E lec tr ic al

* Energy E�cient LED Lighting 
* T V Antenna & T V Points

Tim  0408 338 467
greenbuttonTim@gmail.com

REC 24427

* Solar Panel, Heat Pump Hot Water Installation 

* Landscape lighting

 

 
Solar Power - Solar Hot Water - Heat Pump Hot Water 

 On Grid & Off Grid     Domestic & Commercial 
energysolutions@breaze.org.au 

03 4309 4027   
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