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INSIDE:
p4-5 Fiskville Cup
& photos galore 
throughout

December 2018, January 2019 vol 10 ~  issue 11:4

www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au

BLACKWOOD 
WINS BIG AT 
FISKVILLE CUP
above: Claire Purchase holds aloft her 
trophy for Best Crew Leader as her 
team (L-R) Karl, Steve, (proud Dad) 
Mark & Peter win the Best-On-Ground 
award, the Fiskville Cup.

see pages 4, 5 & 8

Left: The kids head off for another 
Blackwood Special School Super Ride.
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The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions from the community. If 
you’re at a local event please take a photo or two & write a few lines to 
share in our community news. Deadlines are as follows

Advertisers book space Jan 15

Regular Contributors, Features & Items of 
Interest, Community Groups & Clubs

Jan 15

Display Ad Artwork Jan 20

Late breaking News JaN 20

NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions, 
display ads & articles to editor@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or 
post to The Blackwood Times, PO Box 39 Blackwood, 3458. 

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour) 
from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au &, while you’re there, 
sign-up to join our eList & follow us https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes 

The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article 
or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily 
those of the editor.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service by 
Jinny Coyle 5368 6444 & sponsored by FluxDesignStudio.com.au 

theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au 		  ©2017 Jinny Coyle

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS...
Hey there, Blackwood,

Can you believe it’s time to jingle those bells again? It seems like no time at 
all since we celebrated the silly season & the ringing in of 2018.

How do you celebrate Christmas? Do you have special rituals & traditions?  
My favourite part of Christmas is my family gathering around the Christmas 
tree in the morning, sharing presents while sipping Rusty Nails & listening 
out for the CFA truck ferrying a jolly ho-ho-ho’ing Santa around town. 
As our girls become a part of their partners’ families, the rest of our day 
is adjusted to fit around others, but our Christmas mornings remain  
the same.

On the Sunday of Melbourne Cup weekend, Blackwood was a hive of 
activity as 14 or so households held garage sales, proving that we still 
love our bargains & your trash is someone’s treasure. Progress cooked a 
sausage sizzle for the hungry crowd (I believe the onion was on top of the 
sausage) to the strains of one of our favourite local musical couple’s new 
vinyl album playing.

At the Community Newspapers Association of Victoria award night in 
October the AprMay2018 issue of Blackwood Times was a finalist in the 
Best Community Content category. This category recognizes the breadth 
& depth of community news publishing. The judges look for a publication 
which understands & reflects its community. The whole publication 
is judged. The judges comment was “Tight editing of all the necessary 
sections, depicting a whole-community feel to the paper.” Out of all the 

categories this is the one I most treasure because 
it encapsulates what we strive to achieve in each  
publication.

Happy Silly Season to you & yours. Stay safe & 
we’ll be back in February.

~ Jinny Coyle (editor) 

Thank you our HANDS-UP helpers – you are the reason we’re able to 
keep publishing... (along with our regular contributors of course!)

Jimmy Olsen played by... Brendan Hehir

Calendar of Events co-ordinator Rachel Palmer

Regular Photographers Peter Donnelly, Jimmy Olsen

Event columnists Do you love to write?

Community Co-ordinator Sandy Schmidt

Distribution Co-ordinator We’d love a helper
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HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?
MONTH & YEAR Rainfall (mm) Rainfall historical 

average (mm)
Temp monthly 

min (deg C)
Temp monthly 

max (deg C)
Temp average 

daily max (deg C)
Temp average 

daily min (deg C)
Temp average for 

month (deg C)

Sep '18 27.2 102.4 -3.7 21.3 13.9 0.93 7

Oct '18 50.3 93.4 -2.25 24.6 18.7 3.7 10.8

Rainfall for October and particularly September was quite below the 
long term average. September was also quite cold.

~ Don Owen

LOCAL PAIR LAUNCH THEIR NEW ALBUM
“The music Cat & Clint make is both disarming & utterly engaging. They 
don’t just play these timeless songs, they are totally absorbed in them. 
Their expression comes from a place deep within that is only accessed by 
artists who live & breathe the music they make.” - Dave Walker, Green 
South Records 

The Days That Used To Be is the highly anticipated latest release by Cat & 
Clint. After 10 years of performing Old Time Mountain Music on the folk 
circuit in Australia & overseas, the duo are proud to present this album as 
their finest body of work to date. The album was recorded live, straight to 
tape, at the beautiful analogue studio Sound Recordings in Castlemaine, 
Vic. Listeners should expect a raw & un-produced quality reminiscent of 
Old Time recordings made in the early 20th century. The warm, earthy 
sound of hand-made acoustic instruments shines through on this record. 
The vocals come across as pure & unpretentious. The Days That Used To 
Be features a range of instrumentation & various styles within the broad 
genre of Old Time music. If you listen closely, you might hear the roots 
of the Blues, Ragtime & Jazz, & a multitude of cultural influences from 
Africa, Native America, Ireland, Scotland, England & more. This album 
will transport you to a bygone era of country dance halls & wind-up 
gramophones. Cat & Clint prove that traditional music played in its most 
pared back, raw form with minimal arrangements, can be all that you need. 

In their own words: 

“For us, the real heart & soul of Traditional Old Time Music can be found 
by the campfire at festivals, fiddlers conventions & grass-roots gatherings. 
Musicians playing for the pure love of it. Although we enjoy performing on 
stage, it rarely captures the magic found in these moments. The same goes 
for recording. This is why we wanted to record the old way, as close as we 
could get to traditional American Old Time recordings of the early 20th 
century. We adore old time music for its driving rhythm, joyful melodies & 
the lonesome tales of human experience. It is timeless.” 

Cat & Clint Are: Cat Moser - Vocals, Fiddle, Banjo, Mountain Dulcimer, 
Guitar  & Clint Dylan O’Gradey - Vocals, Banjo, Guitar

JOIN THE FUN & STAY UP-TO-
DATE ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

The Blackwood Progress Assoccation has some merchandise for sale

Blackwood t-shirts $25 
Sizes & colours are: Pink S, L; Green S, M, XL; White S, M, XL; Black XL, 
2XL; Navy Blue XL Stubby holders $12. 

Tommy resuscitates another dummy as CERT hold a CPR & defib training 
day for CFA members.
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• 2018 FISKVILLE CUP • 2018 FISKVILLE CUP • 2018 FISKVILLE CUP • 2018 FISKVILLE CUP • 2018 FISKVILLE CUP •

Snags, exhausted contestants, winners & even a virtual incident room 
as Blackwood hosts the 2018 Fiskville  Cup.
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• 2018 BLACKWOOD CHESS TOURNAMENT •

BOY, OH BOY OH BOY!
October’s 
end sees 
a bumper 
week of 
Blackwood 
chaps..

(L-R) Bec, Jess & Nic with Reid Van Gossum, Erastus (Rusty) Dimas & Oskar Dear Th
e 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 
BLACKWOOD AVENUE OF HONOUR 
& THE HONOUR BOARDS.

Compiled by Margot Hitchcock, Historian for the Blackwood & District 

Historical Society.  November 2018

In 1919, the Avenue of Honour from the main road 
to the Mineral Springs area was graded & formed & 
80 pine trees were planted, which were provided 
by Bill & Ken Matheson & Tom Vigor.  The lower 
parking area was then levelled through a working 
bee. The Avenue of Honour was erected to honour 
all the men from the Blackwood area who enlisted 

in the 1914-1919 1st World War.  Some were lucky enough to return to 
resume their lives in Blackwood.  Others made the supreme sacrifice by 
losing their lives in some far distant country from their beloved Blackwood. 

The Avenue of Honour had a significant entrance marked with two solid 
column constructions with a timber sign above attached to the top of 
the columns with the words “Avenue of Honour”. Inside this entrance 
on either side were two monuments with a small cannon mounted on 
each monument.  Leading down to the mineral springs were the Pine trees 
planted to honour the men who died for their country, each tree had a 
name tag to honour one of those men who died.

The Honour Roll Boards - Have you ever looked at the 2 boards hanging in 
the Blackwood Hall & wondered about the men behind the names?   The 
2nd board hanging in the Blackwood Hall is the Barrys Reef board.

The 48 names of these men who enlisted for active service on the 1914-
1919 “Roll of Honour” board, mounted in the Blackwood Hall which 
states “Past Scholars of the Mount Blackwood State School No. 1074, 
who enlisted for Active Service Abroad - in a small list in the middle is 
written -In Memoriam - Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” this is for the eleven  men who died during 
active service whose names are in the first list. Shortly before June 1984 
the 2 columns & the sign ‘Avenue of Honour’ were pulled down to make 
way for a wider road to accommodate tourist buses down to the Mineral 
Springs. Also the monuments were knocked down, but the Cannons which 
once stood on top were removed during the 2nd World War. Most of the 
Pine trees had been removed by 1984 & some have been replaced with 
Chinese Elms trees.

Men whose names appeared on the Blackwood Honour Board - Armstrong 
A.M.*, Armstrong T.M., Armstrong W.E., Byrne J., Broad W.J., Byres W., 
Carruthers G.R.*, Carruthers H., Cherry H.,  Cocciardi A., Davey R., Davey 
L., Downing A., Downing G.T., Downing R., Hall R.W.M., Lawrence W.*, 
Morrish H.C., Marshall A.S., Murphy T.*, McCracken J.N.*, Nelson S., 
Nelson H., Perry G., Gribble.V.V., Derrick.E.H., Pattinson A.O., Pattinson 
J.H., Pattinson W.B., Pearce R.L., Pearce L., Pincombe J.R., Rae F., Speary 
N.J.W.,Skinner W.F.*, Saunders G.*, Shebler G, Smith M.H., Smith T., 
Smith E., Seymour E., Seymour J.*, Suffern G.E., Sweet H., Stephens I.*, 
Stephens C.R., Vigor A.J., Whatmough R.H.*, Whatmough W.J., Webster 
T., Whitford.L., Langford. B.D.*.. * = died on active Service.

Men whose names appeared on the Barrys Reef Honour Board - D. 
Allen,  J. Knight,  G. Allen,  F. Parke, J. Allen, E. Peart, H. Anderson, F. 
Rae, W. Broad,, G. Rickards, H. Carruthers, L. Sullivan, J. Cole, L. Walters, 
R. Drummond, H. Wells, J. Higgins, J. Williams, M. Keilan, C. Williams. 
DIED ON SERVICE - R. Kidd, T. Murphy, N. Kidd, R. Power, N. McCracken, 
F. Rattray, V. Moore, J. White, H. Vroland.  

Some names can be found on the Internet at the ‘Australian War Memorial 
Roll of Honour’ of men who are recorded on the Barrys Reef Honour Roll 
& died on duty during the war, one was – Frederick Norman Rattray -  Roll 
of Honour Service Number - 1508 : Next of Kin - (Father) RATTRAY James. 
Service: Australian Army, - 1914 – 1920 - 10th Batt infantry. Age 32, joined 
9.12.14. Killed in action 19/6/17 – in field, buried Villiers Brentonneux 
memorial France.  Son of James & Margaret Rattray died age 34 yrs.   James 
Rattray was Head Teacher at Barrys Reef School from 1886 – 1887.

James Emil Huntly Vroland  -  Roll of Honour Service number: 855, Rank: 
Corporal, Unit: 23rd Battalion (Infantry), Service: Australian Army, Conflict: 
1914-1918, Date of death: 29 November 1915. Cause of death: Killed 
in action, Cemetery or memorial details: Lone Pine Cemetery, Gallipoli, 
Turkey. War Grave Register notes: VROLAND, Cpl. James Emil Huntly, 
855. 23rd Bn. Australian Inf. Killed in action 29th Nov., 1915. Age 24. 
Son of Janet Huntly Vroland, of Carlton North, Victoria, Australia, & the 
late Carl H. F. Vroland. Native of Barry’s Reef, Victoria, Source: AWM145 

Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army. Carl H. F. Vroland was Head 
Teacher at Barrys Reef School from 1891 – 1899.

James Emil Huntly Vroland was born in Blackwood in 1891. His mother 
was Janet Scott & his father was Carl Hakam Ferdinand Vroland. (Digger 
records).

Neil Kidd - Roll of Honour - Service number: 1740, Rank: Private, Unit: 
23rd Battalion (Infantry), Service: Australian Army, Conflict: 1914-1918, 
Date of death: 7 September 1915. Cause of death: Died of wounds, 
Cemetery or memorial details: Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey. War 
Grave Register notes: KIDD, Pte. Neil, 1740. 23rd Bn. Died of wounds at 
sea 7th Sept., 1915.  Place of Enlistment - Melbourne VIC : Next of Kin - 
(Father) KIDD Arthur of Yea. Died at sea 7/9/15 - shrapnel wounds to jaw 
& throat – wounds received in action at Gallipoli died on board the  S.S 
‘Maheno’.  Buried at sea off Lemmos. Chaplain D.Dutton.  Mabel Johnston 
was the mother of May Johnston, the child of Neil Kidd (ex-nuptial) born 
29/6/1911 at Yea. Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, 
Army.

Neil Kidd was born at Blackwood in 1891 to Arthur Kidd & Euphemia 
McSwan, making him 24 yrs old when he died in 1915.  Neil had a brother 
Alexander Kidd born in Blackwood in 1889, & Arthur born in Barrys Reef 
in 1883, Jane born 1884, & Euphemia born 1886.  (Digger records) 

Robert Kidd - brother of Neil Kidd - Age 20 yrs & 9 months – Sergeant – 
Blackwood Sawmiler. Fourth Light Horse regiment.  2nd Anzac mounted 
regt. Later 2nd Lieutenant, 58th battalion. Joined 20-8-14. Killed in action 
in the field - 25/10/17.  ‘Lieut R.Kidd was killed in action whilst moving up 
the trenches at Passchendaele Ridge east of Ypres.  He was badly hit by a 
shell.  Location of grave is not known, it may be the Military Cemetery near 
Anzac Ridge, Passchendaele.’   

Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The History & Pioneers 
of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon.  Other books published by Margot 

Hitchcock – “Aspects of Early Blackwood”, “Some History of Simmons Reef, Blackwood” 
& “The Billy Pincombe Tragedy”. See – www.blackwoodpublishing.com  

For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot Hitchcock – email – 
margothitchcock@bigpond.com

Blackwood Honour BoardBarry’s Reef Honour Board
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Blackwood Crown Reserves COM
Finally the Caravan Park is almost back to full operational order 

following the considerable disruption caused by the installation of the 
new septic system. The park is probably in the best condition it has 
ever been in & Brad & Jenni must be complemented on the extensive 
work undertaken during the close-down period. This work included 
levelling  a number of sites, providing plant beds between a number 
of the sites & the re-grassing of almost the whole park area. The 
grassing was a particular challenge, having to grow grass in very cold 
conditions. Thanks must also go to Ross Odgers for his expert advice 
& assistance with the re-grassing.

The Committee was fortunate to be able to purchase a 1000 litre fire 
trailer which could prove invaluable for the protection of not only the 
caravan park but also other Crown Reserve properties.

Currently we are investigating the renovation of the toilet blocks 
in the caravan park. They are looking very dated & an update with 
new wall surfaces & floors will not only make the amenities block 
aesthetically pleasing but also easier to clean & maintain.

The committee is always looking for new members to more evenly 
distribute the work load & it is very pleasing to advise 2 local people 
are considering joining the committee & 1 has lodged an application 
to the Department of Environment Land Water & Planning for their 
consideration. As the owners of the land on behalf of the State 
Government, DELWP interest & approval of prospective committee 
members is understandable & essential seeing they are the owners of 
the various Crown Reserves land in Blackwood. 

As this will be the last report before Christmas on behalf of the 
committee I wish all Blackwood people a great Christmas & New Year.

~ Dave White, Chairman

Blackwood CERT
We will rock you with a team who looks like this: It’s more than a 

couple of people in a uniform & a car. Here’s our makeup:

Don’t stop me now because no one survives Cardiac Arrest on their 
own (or by coughing) – it’s a team effort.

Early defibrillation is a critical element of the chain of survival. (call 
000, Defib, CPR & then ALS transport & treatment). Our mission is to 
get as many defibs as possible to be available to public 24 hours. We 
are also checking that defibs have pads that are in date & batteries 
are working, & very importantly registered on GoodSam or with 
Ambulance Victoria. 

Good Samaritans are not only CERT. They can be someone who is 
driving from Melbourne to Trentham & gets an alert that someone in 
Blackwood, Newbury, Trentham, Dales Creek, or Greendale, or deep 
in the bush, is having a heart attack. They are told where the nearest 
public access defib is by GoodSam. We know that to increase survival, 
early Defib is needed. 

Flash, ah, will save every one of us! - Thank you to Blackwood 
Progress Committee for your encouragement & for inviting us again 
year after year to take part in the Easter Carnival & Woodchop, but 
also for the generous donation of funds for the PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIB. 
Thanks also to Martin Street Coffee for providing the space outside their 
store where it will be mounted. Thanks also to Jindarup for offering the 
site to locate the defib too, & to Ivan Johnston for installing the box. 

Also we’re feeling a crazy little thing called love for our generous 
friends at the Cosmo in Trentham who have made significant 
contribution to us via the meat raffle on Fridays for the past month. 

We will rock you … with our friendly care & attention:
Kathy Strmota, Jan Purchase, Leonie Brasier, Marie-Claire Blin, 

Kathy Berrill, Deirdre Cronin, Zachary Harper, Ivan Johnston & me, 
& our newly qualified, Sarah Crowhurst, Kirsty Vella & Jaike Ludewig, 
& Doreen Dalrymple. That brings our team, when all active, to 13. As 
well as an active committee & friends of CERT.

We are still under pressure next year & will continue our growth as 
a team. We aim to hit 100% of our call requests, & also to continue 
to find ways to be a great team to volunteer with, & be valuable to 
our community. We will recruit again early next year & I encourage 
everyone to consider the opportunity to take part in such a rewarding 
& valuable volunteer experience. 

A huge thanks to the team, our committee & our friends of CERT for 
continuing to being awesome. Each of you contribute to making our 
whole community a safer place to live.

A free CPR & Defib lesson to anyone who knows which band I’m 
listening to at the moment. 

~ Margaret McCarthy, Team Leader, 0427 344 055

Following our AGM in October I’m very excited to announce 
& welcome our 2019 committee. Every year the CERT team grows 
stronger & I can’t wait to see what we can achieve together in the next 
12 months.

Brett Bond is the new Vice President. He has energy & a refreshing 
view of how community groups can support each other.

Our new secretary, Jeanne, has vast experience with boards & 
committees & has agreed to train Meliss Macpherson as her stand in. 
It will be lovely to watch her mentor one of the younger members 
of our community. Although we don’t have an allowance for a vice 
secretary in our  constitution, I’d like to think of Meliss as our honorary 
vice-secretary.

Our continuing Treasurer, Kathie Strmota, is the most vigilant 
treasurer one could have – every single cent counts – which is so 
important when we are caretakers of the community’s money.

Caroline is a wiz with fund-raising (you should see some of the 
gorgeous raffle prizes she has secured for us) as well as having social 
media smarts. She’ll help us up our SM game in the new year.

Responders, Leonie & Jan, have been a part of the station working 
party & will continue to work on this important project with Peter 
Daglish who brings his own valuable brand of expertise & know-how.

~ Jinny Coyle, President, CERT Committee of Management 

Blackwood CFA
Finally, some good weather which unfortunately brings about the 

Fire Danger Period which began in November. We had good rains in 
early November, but October rainfall was well below average & the 
outlook is not promising. There is little moisture in the soil & the forest 
will dry quickly. It may be a long dry summer.

For information on BBQs, camp fires, etc. during the Fire Danger 
Period, go to https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/can

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES •

This year, on days of high fire danger, a waterbombing helicopter will 
be dispatched to a grass or bushfire in our area at the same time the 
Blackwood brigade is paged.  This usually means that we will arrive on 
scene at the same time as the waterbomber & is especially useful for 
fires in the forest caused by lightning strikes. The Ballarat waterbomber 
will have night flying capability & will be able to continue working a 
fire after nightfall.

Excellent result for the Blackwood Fire Brigade, winning both best 
crew, & best crew leader in this year’s Ballan Group FIskville Cup 
held on October 21. Claire did an excellent job as crew leader for the 
competition, taking command of each situation & providing excellent 
leadership for the team.

Christmas time is almost upon us & is the time for everyone to 
remember friends & loved ones, enjoy good food, good company & to 
drink responsibility. 

Don’t forget about your nearest hydrant. Look around the roadside 
& nature strip to see if you can locate the fire hydrant closest to your 
property, these are marked by a white post with red stripes & a blue 
cats-eye on the road.

For more information, contact the station on 53686526 on Sunday 
mornings over the summer period, the first Sunday of every month as 
we are there for training & equipment checks.

Now is the time to review & prepare your fire plan ready for next 
summer, details can be found on the CFA web site or ask at the station. 
Keep an eye on the weather forecasts. Make sure your friends & family 
know your plan & even the triggers that put it into action.

Santa is rumoured to be heading for Blackwood again this year to 
wish everyone a safe & merry Christmas.

From all of us here at the Blackwood Brigade, we wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year & above all, a safe festive season.

~ Karl Church Blackwood Brigade

Blackwood Historical Society
As we come to the end of 2018, we have Christmas to look forward 

to. We hope you all have a great holiday and Christmas and may 2019 
be good to you all.

The society has achieved openings on Saturday mornings  and the 
reprinting of the book “Some Early History of Simmons Reef”. Our 
books have been selling well, thanks to Carol in the Post Office and 
Brad and Jenni at the Caravan Park and St.Erth. The Bingos have been 
great. Thanks to all the helpers with setting up and packing up. It has 
also been great to meet with many new people and make contact with 
our local members.

We have had many people researching family history and mines 
in the area. We had the Saunders family looking for history on the 
book with the bullet hole in it. He was the policeman who shot the 
bullet. We are still trying to get this book back to Blackwood as it was 
removed from the Anglican Church.

Many thanks to Blackwood Newsletter. Happy Christmas. 

~ Elizabeth Hall

Blackwood Progress Association
Blackwood Progress Association has been a part of  this town  for 

nearly 100 years (so I’m told) & I’ve been a part of it since I came to 
this friendly town. I am more than a bit excited to be part of this great 
committee, including the extra responsibility as president. People ask 
me all the time, “what do the Progress Association do?” Well here is 
the perfect chance to share some of what we have been doing & what’s 
coming up.

Recently we had a successful recruitment dinner, meet & greet, at 
Jindarup.   Thank you to the 22 people who signed up as members.  
Thank you also to Jindarup, for the use of the backyard, it was a warm 
& friendly atmosphere. We hope to organise another get together soon.

The Town Garage Sale held in early November was another great 
event. With Cat & Clint playing on the record player, the smell of 

freshly brewed coffee, sizzling sausages & 60 groups coming through 
the main street to pick up their maps, the centre of Blackwood was a 
hive of activity.

Last meeting we gave just over $6,000 to 5 local community 
groups: the Netball group for fees & insurance, the Historical 
Society for a new disability ramp, the Uniting Church for electronic 
equipment, the Cricket Club for ground resurfacing & also to the 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) for a defibrillator to 
be placed in the middle of town where it can be accessed by locals. 
Thank you to all those who turned out for supper & those who stayed 
to join the meeting afterwards.   

Our ability to provide funding to non-profit community groups 
such as those mentioned above comes from the successful raising 
of funds at the Blackwood Woodchop & Easter Carnival. There are a 
number of roles that we need assistance with, if you are interested in 
any of these roles or would like to work in support of someone else, 
please get in touch. 
Sponsorship Coordinator | Woodchop Liaison | Market Stall 
Coordinator | Food Vendor Coordinator  | Activity Coordinator  | 
Emergency Evacuation Planner | King & Queen Event Planner | 
MC Coordinator  | Carnival Program Coordinator | Gate & Ticket 
Sales Coordinator | Hot Dog Stall Coordinator | Devonshire 
Tea Coordinator | Pet Show Coordinator | Volunteer Coordinator | 
Marketing Coordinator | Traffic Management Coordinator

If you can’t help with the planning, we will be asking for volunteers 
closer to the event.  We need your support so we can give back more 
to the community.

We have some merchandise for sale Blackwood t-shirts $25 
Sizes & colours are: Pink S, L; Green S, M, XL; White S, M, XL; Black 
XL, 2XL; Navy Blue XL & stubby holders $12. (see ad p3)

Blackwood Progress Association would like to thank the town folk 
& friends for their support over the last 12 months & look forward to 
the next.

~ Brett Bond, President

Blackwood Seniors
To all the people who have had a birthday in the last month we send 

the very best birthday wishes to you. 
Our Christmas party is at the Commercial Hotel, Ballan on 

Wednesday December 5 with our last meeting at the Blackwood Hall 
on December 12. Our return date is the January 9. We have had a lot 
of great times this year & some sad times, & its great to see how the 
club supports its members with whatever they are going through.

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas & a safe & happy New 
Year & look forward to a great 2019.

~ Dianne Volpe, Secretary

Blackwood Uniting Church
The Uniting Church Meditation Group at Blackwood House is now 

meeting fortnightly. Please contact Robyn on 5368 6792 if interested.

~ Robyn Zanon

If you would like to let your community know about your organisation, 
what your focus in the community is & how you would like support, please 
email Sandy at – galaxyss@hotmail.com. We’d love to hear from you.

around $3pw ex GST your businesses 
advertisement will support the continued 
publication of The Blackwood Times. 
Call 5368 6444 or download a rate sheet 
from theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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Blackwood Motorcycle Group
We are a local group of riders who get together on the third Sunday 

of the month, weather dependant, of course.....
Usually the destination is within an hour of Blackwood and we stop 

somewhere for lunch.
All bikes are accepted, from road to trail. We get out to enjoy the 

ride and socialise. 
We have a Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/

groups/221028721718261/ so please join and keep an eye out for 
our next ride. 
If you don’t have FB please contact Dee on 0427 016 284

~ Brett Bond

Blackwood Cricket Club
The Blackwood Cricket team are not going as well on the field as they are 
off the field this year! We are winless going into round 6.

The next home games are on the December 8 & 15 & then we break for 
Xmas, returning to a home game on Jan 12. We have had a huge amount 
of support at home, to date some of the biggest crowds I’ve seen, would be 
great to continue that trend for these upcoming matches.

Off the field the club has received a huge grant of 20K from Catherine King 
MP, Federal Member for Ballarat, which the club will match to buy a mini-
bus. Once we fine-tune all the legal details we hope to be able to offer this 
to the broader community to use, for example Easter Carnival, Blackwood 
Music Festival, Blackwood Bush Dance.

Martin St Coffee have 
very kindly donated a 
new scoreboard to the 
cricket club after ours 
was damaged during 
some earthworks. A big 
Thankyou to Simon & 
Simon for arranging for 
Mick to make this.

We have also received a 
grant from the Blackwood 
Progress Association of $1k 
to go toward improvements 
to the playing ground 

surface, this will include some weed spraying, & grass seed propagation.

The Club also received its very own Defibrillator & committee members & 
players were able to attend a training session on how it works.

Still looking for more players as our on-ground efforts have been hampered 
by lack of available players to date. Please contact Steve O’Brien 0488 978 
684 Marty DeJong 0423 087 558, Josh Murphy 0429 886 261 or just come 
on down to any of our games on Saturdays, or training on Thursday nights.

We do welcome some new players – Lachie Dowling, Shaun Donnelly & 
we have had a number of ‘retired’ players returning to assist us with our 
numbers over the weeks - which has been fun to watch ;-)

The Blackwood Cricket Club would like to wish the community, 
our sponsors & our supporters a wonderful Christmas & a Happy & Safe 
New Year.

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

THE GARDEN OF ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK

Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm 
Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun

Membership & gift vouchers available

Entry to wander through St Erth gardens is free for Diggers 
members and children under 16 and $10 for visitors. 

FORK TO FORK CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thur-Mon
Ph: 03 5368 6520 (no lunches on Mondays)

Organisation & Flow
by Kathie Strmota

A client once described organising her son’s 
messy room before exam-time because she felt 
it helped him study. Her intuition was spot-on. 
Next to regular cleaning, fresh air & sunlight, 
good organisation provides the foundation for 
a nourishing home environment. 

Contrary to popular belief, the energy of ‘clutter’ is not created by the 
passing untidiness of daily life, nor by having ‘too much stuff’. It is created 
by an underlying disorder in the arrangement & functionality of your home.

At the subtle level, such disorder will disturb the energy dynamics of a 
space. In some areas there may be congestion, while in others the flow 
may become erratic, bounce about, hit ‘dead-ends’, or be sharply diverted, 
like a piece of string tangled in knots. This dynamic of disorganisation 
can, over time, translate to your own field and life, with experiences of 
overwhelm, fatigue, confusion, and frustration. It can make life more 
complicated, challenging, and energy-intensive than it need be. 

Alternately, a well-organised space will naturally encourage your life to 
unfold more efficiently and gracefully. 

I’m sure everyone has experienced those times of beautiful flow, when an 
activity or situation just runs itself, and the whole thing happens effortlessly 
and without drama. Don’t you want more of that? While we each have our 
own paths to walk on the journey to such perfection, a sure way to get 
moving in the right direction is by organising your home environment.

Disorder can reduce the quality of your daily experience in practical ways 
as well. From the simple (but huge) frustration of not being able to access 
an item you need when you need it, to the more complex avoidance of 

SPACE ENERGY a task or pleasurable pursuit because you first have to do the work of 
organising a space for it. 

Have a look at your home with fresh eyes and notice where your own flow 
is inhibited by the arrangement. 

Consider your closed storage. Can you easily find what you need, and 
easily return the item to its home when you’re done, or do you need a 
second person to help you ‘battle the avalanche’ whenever you open 
a cupboard door? Do you need to ‘walk a mile’ to get something you 
use regularly? Are you using valuable space to store things which don’t 
serve you?

Consider your open areas. Can you move freely from place to place, and 
comfortably perform activities, or do you bump into corners and knock 
things off shelves? Do you have to rearrange the kitchen bench before you 
can prepare a meal? 

Consider your visual experience too. Let your eyes roam naturally around 
a space. Is there an easy visual flow, or does your attention jump about? 
Are there places that give you a little cringe? Visual ‘noise’ is distracting, 
irritating and draining. When the eye is allowed to rest, the brain is 
allowed to rest, and this calmer state allows you to focus effectively on the 
one task before you, whether you’re studying, doing housework, or having 
a conversation.

If you have storage items in open view, cover them or use matching boxes 
to put them out-of-sight. When it comes to decor, your style doesn’t matter, 
but fabrics, objects & images need to have a sense of unity, rather than 
competing for your attention. You can create such links through colour or 
texture themes, repeating patterns, subject matter, and so on. 

When your space is well-organised, maintaining order is easy. At first, 
you’ll need to be conscious of not letting things go but, gradually, as the 
space-energy changes, the home environment itself will support you 
in this.

5368 6444 (Blackwood)

• sponsoring the Blackwood Times • 

business cards | fliers | signs | booklets | websites | social media

• BLACKWOOD CLUBS •

DAY TIME EVENT VENUE

1st Sat 10:30-
12:30

Blackwood Historical Society 
Meeting

Stables, 
Martin St

Tuesdays All Day Yoga, Meditation etc (Pay As You 
Feel Classes)

Meditare 
Blackwood

Tuesdays 10-12 Blackwood Wombats Playgroup Hall

2nd Sat 10am Blackwood Gardening Club Merchant

3rd Sun 3pm Wombies Book Club Pub

4th Sun PM Landcare (bi-monthly) Pub

• MEETINGS ETC •

HOUSE TO RENT
‘WANNAWONG’  

SC 3br • sleeps 9  
• modern facilities  
• close to township 
• reasonable rates  

• weekly or weekend
call Margot 

03 9723 3223  
or 0439 878 062

GARBAGE MONDAY
every 2nd week

15 Martin St.
Open Sundays 11- 4pm, other times by 
appointment or chance ph 9018 5458

Call Genevieve 0407 013 014

over 600 weddings o�ciated
Trainer of Celebrants since 2003

www.messengercelebratelife.com
❤ inspiration❤ creativity❤quality ❤

around $3pw ex GST your businesses 
advertisement will support the continued 
publication of The Blackwood Times. 
Call 5368 6444 or download a rate sheet 
from theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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Ivan Johnston
0425 723 335
53 Acacia Ave
Dales Creek VIC 3341
maplegum@gmail.com
mapleleafcabinetry.com.au

Maple Leaf Cabinetry
Kitchen • Bathroom • Laundry

Coffee roasted in Blackwood
Forest views
All day menu
Full bar
Friday night pizza

21 Martin St. Blackwood
5368 6525

• BLACKWOOD TIMES GOES TO •

Inge was in the Netherlands to visit her family. Whilst there she found out 
that she is going to be an Aunt for the second time. Lierop is her home 
town, about an hour outside of Amsterdam.

PROGRESSIVE BLACKWOOD
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WOMBAT BOOK CLUB
Hello from Wombat Book Club. How quickly this year has flown, we 
have had some great meetings at Bookclub & interesting discussions on 
what we have read. We meet at the Blackwood Pub the 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 3pm. For more information if you would like to join us, 
please contact Jinny - editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au. 
From the Bookworms at Wombat, we would like to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas,  and a safe, relaxing, & reading New Year!

The first book up for review is - ‘Between a Wolf & a Dog’ by Georgia 
Blain. Set in Sydney, the protagonist, Ester, is a family Therapist, who 
deals everyday with her client’s emotional & convoluted situations, 
whist struggling with her own dilemmas. A story of daily life struggles 
& problem solving makes this a read of conflict, one we can all identify 
with. This novel was listed for the Stella Prize Award.

Sandy: It took me a while to get into the characters of this book, 
but highlighted the fact, even therapists have their own life 
struggles to deal with.  
3 wombies

Terri: Recommend by the librarian, winner of 2 literary awards and 
short-listed for another, Between a Wolf & a Dog was an emotional 
read. How much can you cover in a day? The story touches on the lives 
of different family members on a rainy day in Sydney.  It took me on 
a journey, exploring love, loss, the past & future possibilities. I will be 
thinking of this book in the upcoming days... 
4½wombats.

The second book for reading & reviewing was the very popular ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale’, by Margaret Atwood. An award-winning television 
series has made this book a curiosity to read about what happened to 
USA, renamed Gilead. The story of the character ‘Offred’ her handmaid 
name given to each who ‘belonged’ to a Commander to conceive 
offspring for his ‘infertile’ wife. This read is dark, as is the TV series on 
which it is based on. One could question, ‘Could this really happen?’ 
Reminds of a quote from The Telegraph, ‘Democracy consists of choosing 
your dictators, after they’ve told you what you think it is you want to 
hear.’ Alan Corenk 
Sandy: This is a dark read, & on occasions the writer repeats 
herself, possibly for impact. For me, because I viewed the series, I was 
curious to know more detail how the situation transpired. I was a little 
disappointed. But a compelling, interesting read. 
3 Wombies

Jindarup
Blackwood Antiques, Gifts,

Store and Post Office

From the 1850s this store has provided supplies to 
gold fossickers, locals and travellers alike.�

It continues to do so.
This little store has so much to offer.

On the menu, famous Grist Pies, Karon Farm 
coffee, Deveonshire Tea, delicious cakes and 
biscuits, ice-cream, lollies and other snacks.

All this can be enjoyed in Jindarup’s beautiful 
garden while enjoying the views of the

Wombat State Forest.�
Jindarup is a place where old meets new.

You will also find an eclectic array of vintage 
treasures and new gifts. Our range includes; 
vintage and new jewellery, beautiful lead light 
lamps, soap, hand creams, crockery, scarves, 

garden art, Heidi’s hand knits, souvenirs, tee-shirts 
vintage records and much more.

Also on offer is a well-stocked mini supermarket 
that sells local free range eggs, honey and jams.

All the essentials are available.�
23 Martin Street Blackwood. 5368-6542.

Open 7 days a week. 9am – 6pm.
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ANCIENT KINGDOM
Cherry-blossom time, 
Petal-strewn, lace- like, veiled walkway 
Leading to a life enshrined, 
Lost in time, no time. 
A state of being…a life enshrined.

He walks the veiled walkway daily 
	 - a life enshrined. 
He whispers his prayers to glory 
	 - a life unlike mine.

He chants his words, they become eternal air

Vibrating, muted air releasing his soul 
	 - a  restful prayer.

This monks life,  repetitious, lost in time 
His life a past life – then – now – future

…enshrined, 
No time, 
Not like mine.

An ancient kingdom revisited each life time, 
Always new, forever old 
A life repeated a thousand fold throughout time. 
No time. No time. 
A state of being. 
A life enshrined. 
So unlike mine.

~ By Marilyn Hutchinson ©2005

Progress Association recruitment dinner. Venue & entertainment courtesy of 
Martin & Carol at Jinderup.

Progress shares the fundraised dollars with the Cricket Club, CERT, Historical 
Society, Uniting Church & the Nighthawks Netball Team. (see p9)
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• BOUQUET •
I have for 10 years been looking for hall seating to no avail. Committees 
& grants don’t want to put money to this. It is sad to see a public hall with 
only approximately 50 chairs.

Thanks to Ray Shepherd who donated to the hall 2 pews from the Uniting 
Church on behalf of his family. Thanks to the Anglican Church for giving us 
2 pews & a stool. These seats will help a little. Thank you.

~ Elizabeth Hall

6 Glamping Tents available now at Garden of St Erth. Also Fruit Tree Pruning 
& Espalier workshop on Dec 9.

Dear Pet Guru,
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PET SHENANIGANS WITH SEAMUS
WOOF: Having celebrated my eight birthday 
recently & noticing a few extra LUMPS & 
BUMPS, this months topic covers this topic in 
great detail.

Lumps & bumps are certainly more common & 
often a little more worrisome in older pets, but 
that’s not to say that those younger pets don’t get 
them because they do.

It is recommended that you check your dog & 
cat’s bodies on a regular basis, this will allow 

you to become more familiar with your pet’s body & you will recognize any 
changes that occur. You can check your pet by running your fingers through 
their coat, lightly starting with the head, back, sides, down the legs, chest & 
the belly. If you feel something unusual, notice a new lump or notice that 
lump has changed is size & shape we recommend that you have it looked 
at by your local Vet. Although most lumps are harmless, some can be very 
dangerous if left untreated; of particular concern are lumps that are cancers.

What kinds of lumps are there?

Lipomas - or fatty lumps: Probably the most common lump found on dogs & 
is more common in obese pets. These are benign cancers that can grow quite 
slowly & rarely spread. In some cases they may need to be removed. 
Cancer - Mast cell tumours: Mast cell tumours are a type of cancer that 
can take on many different appearances.  It is difficult to tell if & when they 
change from a benign cancer to a malignant cancer, so all mast cell tumours 
should be removed. 
Breast cancer - Mammary tumours: Whilst some lumps in the mammary 
glands in female dogs can be quite harmless, others are amongst the 
most aggressive forms of cancer. In male pets mammary lumps are often 
particularly nasty. In most cases, surgical removal of mammary lumps is 
advisable. 
Warts: Warts are more common in older animals & look like a small tag 
of skin attached to the coat. They can be irritating & in some cases require 
removal. 
Sebaceous cysts: These are swellings filled with a creamy matter. Often seen 
in older pets & found in the middle of the back. Sometimes the swellings 

Nursery & Cafe Opening Times
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am – 4pm
812 Greenhills Road Blackwood Vic.
phone  (03) 53686707
www.blackwoodridge.com.au

become quite red & normally they do not cause any problems other  
than soreness. 
Histiocytoma: Histiocytoma are a red button-like lump that are usually found 
on young pets. They usually go away as rapidly as they appear but it is best to 
have any lump checked by your vet.

How can I tell if a lump is cancer?

You can not tell whether a lump is cancer, just by looking at it. Your 
veterinarian will examine the lump to see if they think it is suspicious. They 
will also examine your pet to see if they are healthy & if there are any other 
growths present.

Some cancers make animals unwell - if your pet has a lump & shows signs 
of illness, eg sickness, depression or excessive drinking, then it is important 
for you to mention it to your vet. If your vet is concerned, they will take some 
samples from the lump to try to find out what sort of lump it is.

Taking a sample lump can be as easy as putting a needle into it to collect 
a few cells or it may be necessary to take a piece of the lump under 
anaesthetic. These samples are examined in a laboratory & depending on 
your veterinarian’s facilities; this might be done at the clinic or be sent to an 
external pathology laboratory. Once your vet knows this they will be able to 
advise you on the best treatment for your pet.

Types of cancers - benign or malignant

Benign: Benign lumps may grow bigger but do not spread elsewhere. Some 
growths can cause problems if they continue to grow, such as restricting 
movement or breathing due to the size of a lump. 
Malignant: More aggressive lumps which grow & can spread through the body 
& can affect organs such as lungs & liver. Malignant growths must be removed 
before they spread elsewhere.

What treatment is required?

In most cases, the treatment required for small growths is to remove them. 
However, if the cancer is malignant, your vet may want to make sure that 
there is no sign of spread & to do this they may need to take x-rays or perform 
an ultrasound examination.

A final word on lumps & bumps...

A watchful eye is rewarded. Noticing changes in your pet’s health, including 
the appearance of lumps & bumps on their coat, can lead to early diagnosis 
& successful treatment. Always check with your veterinarian if you notice any 
changes, or if you have any concerns about your pet’s well-being.

Woof for now ... Seamus

What! How did I miss that heavy-cut mower? At the Progress Town Garage 
Sale. (If the mower is still for sale please call editor)

• BLACKWOOFS •

Dozer - I’m not really dozing

Job: Personal Bodydog of Lachlan Dear

I’m a Ridgeback cross Great Dane. The Ridgeback in me makes me very 
affectionate, while the Great Dane in me gives me my steadfast loyalty.

I’m a real big gentle giant and while my droopy eyes lights make me 
look a bit blue, I’m actually just shy. I get so embarrassed getting pats 
that I have to hide my head, but I’m loving it so don’t stop!

Yeah, just right there is perfect to scratch!

You’ll find me trailing after Lachlan, with permission or not. So you 
might spot me breaking out when I’ve been left at home. He can’t hide 
from me!

Key cuteness feature - trying to act aloof while judging you for more pats.

Current worry - I have such big floppy paws, but I’m not growing any taller!

Super power - I am the protector of the night, and I shall prevent the 
monster under the bed from even showing his face under my watch.

~ Vera McCarthy 

Dear Not exactly Bart Cummings,
In view of your experience, the best advice I 
can give you is this:
“Watch your step”.
					     Pet Guru.

I have been trying to breed a strain of 
racing snails but suffered a setback when 
I accidently trod on my star sprinter who 
could do the 11 mm in ten seconds.
Do you have any advice for me in my 
endeavours?
~ Not exactly Bart Cummings, Northcote
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THRIVE Treatment Centre

www.thrivetreatment.com.au

IN PAIN? STRESSED?
Try Scenar Therapy for

Chronic Conditions
Pain Relief 

Sports Injuries
Women’s Health

call Brenda 5368 6770

G’day my name is Marc Cottrell. I offer communication advice in areas 
of low reception & black zones. I’ve recently moved to Blackwood & I 
am against relying on the deployment of small cells in residential zones 
to fix coverage issues. I am here to tell you that Blackwood is on the cusp 
of losing a unique & priceless feature of remaining microwave radiation 
free. One mobile tower in Blackwood is enough for the town & I do not 
want another mobile tower or small cell to be built or placed near my 
new home. You may not know that a new mobile tower has been invented 
called a ‘small cell’. Communication companies are placing them in 
neighbourhoods like ours to account for something called 5G. What this 
means is that you may have a mobile tower placed on your light pole only 
a few meters from where you or your children sleep.

It’s my understanding that some residents are still living in a black zone in 
Blackwood. Unfortunately, I’ve seen in other towns some families receive 
an unmarked unsealed envelope from Telstra stating a new mobile tower 
called a small cell is to arrive in a very short period, 5 meters from their 
homes. Only with you & community support will these future towers & 
cells be rejected.

I’m here to ask you to please join our cause as this tower could be arriving 
to your closest light pole in the future.

Please email cotties33@gmail.com or call 0403881664. If a new small 
cell or mobile tower proposition is notified to you or your neighbours, we 
can unite together to protect your home from this deployment with a full 
petition.

I know of a very good alternative to a small cell or mobile tower that will 
fix your connection issue immediately if you live in a black zone. It’s called 
‘Wifi calling’ Wi-Fi calling is better than any VoIP service. I understand if 
your confused because there are so many Wi-Fi or VoIP services called 
WhatsApp, Skype, Hangouts etc. etc. But Wi-Fi calling is not like this… 
it’s better because it allows you to make & receive calls to & from your 
phone number rather than though an application. This feature is new & is 
far superior than any other VoIP service you are used to. It is very simple 
to access it. Usually all you need to do is go to settings & find your mobile 
data section. If you have the selected phones below all you need to do 
is switch it on. Its that simple. ‘WIFI calling’ is now AVAILABLE only on 
Telstra/Optus/Vodaphone. 

Mobile compatibility – • Apple iPhone 6 onwards •Apple Watch 
3 onwards • Samsung Galaxy devices • S7 onwards, Note 5 onwards • 
Google Pixel 2 devices onwards• LG devices G6 onwards

Also note – you must update your phone. Only the latest system update 
will allow ‘wifi calling’. If you need to upgrade, your reception issues 
when you have Wi-Fi will be fixed immediately.

Thank you for your time & please contact me if you need some free 
advice regarding this issue.

Small Cells & WiFi

Campfire safe during school holidays
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) is urging campers to be vigilant 
& follow the campfire safety rules during the school holidays.

FFMVic Acting Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Grant Allan said campfire 
negligence was a concern in the region & officers would be patrolling to 
make sure people are doing the right thing. 

“School holidays are always a busy time as we see an increase in visitors 
to the region, we want people to get out there & enjoy our parks & State 
forests but make campfire safety a priority for their trip by knowing what 
they can & can’t do,” Mr Allan said. “Unattended campfires can lead to 
bushfires, placing the community & firefighters at risk, as well as potentially 
damaging the environment & affecting industry & recreational users of our 
public land. It takes a lot of time, effort & personnel to respond to a fire, 
so when campfires escape & could have been prevented by following the 
rules, it’s very frustrating.

“Authorised officers will be patrolling our parks & forests over the holiday 
period to ensure campers are doing the right thing & to educate visitors on 
campfire safety. We’re asking people to be vigilant & if they see a campfire 
that doesn’t look right or is unattended, then to call 000. It’s everyone’s 
responsibility to ensure they follow the campfire safety rules.” 

Campers are urged to obey the following campfire regulations, if it’s not a 
Total Fire Ban day: 

•	 Use a purpose-built fireplace where provided, otherwise light your 
campfire in a trench at least 30cm deep. Ensure the trench is no larger 
than one square metre in size & the area around the trench is cleared 
of flammable material up to three metres in all directions, including 
above the campfire. 

•	 Branches & logs on your campfire must be less than one metre 
long – keep your fire just big enough for warmth & cooking.  
Never leave a campfire alight or unattended.  You must maintain a 
50m line of sight of the campfire at all times.

•	 An adult must be present at all times when the campfire is alight.    
Ensure your campfire is completely extinguished using water not soil. 

Under the Forest Act 1958, on the spot fines of up to $484 can be issued 
for people breaching campfire safety rules & a person can face a maximum 
penalty of up to $16,119 if the matter is prosecuted in Court. For more 
information go to https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/permits-andregulations/fire-
restrictions-andregulations or contact 136 186.
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3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341
5368 1355

your hosts: Tony and Leanne Sproule

Pizza: Wed, Thurs, Fri 6-8pm & Sun noon-8pm
Tues: Locals Slab Draw in Bar & Parma and Pasta $14
Friday: Happy Hour 5–7, $3 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed – Sun: Full Menu Dinner
Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm Mon-Fri: $12 lunches

LARGE BEER GARDEN AT REAR
General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams, 

grocery items, toasted sand, take away 
bottleshop, newspapers daily, bread, ice

&  anything else you may just need. 
Shop opens at 10am every day

and is open late with Pub.
LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page

FROM DELWP’S DESK
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• BEYOND BLACKWOOD  •                • BEYOND BLACKWOOD •

ADVERTISE FREE: BUY, TRADE or SELL
Have you got something to sell or give away, trade or are 

you looking to buy something? (local, private adverts only) 
email editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

call Shirley Corneille  for an application  
5348 5690 or 0427542811

 October 16 • November 20Oct 20 | Nov 17

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

  

43a High Street, Trentham 3458

5424 1000
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Sat 9am-12.30pm

Closed Public Holidays
trentham.pharmacy@frednet.com.au

Istan Czehmester, B Med Sci, B. Pharm, MPS The Moorabool Library is holding a Summer Reading Program during the 
Christmas holidays. & children aged 4 – 17 years are invited to join.

Summer reading is critical for children to retain knowledge & skills learned 
in the previous school year. The summer reading club will help to make 
it fun!

Come to our launch parties or register in person from December 3, 
record your reading & enter the draw to win amazing prizes. Visit www.
moorabool.vic.gov.au/libraries for more information.

SUMMER READING FOR FUN

AN ENGAGED COMMUNITY
On Sunday November 18, Trentham Youth Group invited the community to 
come down to the Trentham Neighbourhood Centre (TNC) & paint a mural 
for our pool with renowned artist Kaff-eine. Community engagement for 
this project was essential & local residents did not disappoint! Nor did the 
weather, with the sun shining brightly, encouraging many people to come 
& have a look or join in with the painting of this vibrant & engaging artwork. 
We are thrilled that so many people added their mark & contributed to this 
project. The mural will be permanently installed at the Trentham pool at 
the beginning of the 2018 season for anyone keen to see it.

TNC would like to thank all who came on the day & got involved. A special 
thanks to the artist, Kaff-eine, who designed the image, guided everyone 
involved, enthusiastically supporting everyone’s creative suggestions. 
Thanks also go Hepburn Shire Council who funded this collaborative 
public art & to Lana De Kort, Manager of the Clunes Neighbourhood 
House, who oversaw both arms of this joint project – a mural was also 
created in Clunes for their pool.

TNC is proud of the Trentham Youth Group, which has many participants 
from Blackwood, for not only assisting with this art project but also for their 
assistance throughout the year with the TNC art project Voices: Trentham 
Stories - the Voices launch is on Sat December 8 & everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Aircraft & crews ready to take to the air
Victoria’s firefighting aircraft for the 2018/19 bushfire season are being 
rolled out & Forest Fire Management Victoria’s (FFMVic) specialist aircraft 
management staff are skilled-up & ready to support this critical part of our 
firefighting capability.

There are 49 aircraft in the state’s base fleet, consisting of fixed wing 
planes, helicopters, air tankers & large air cranes that will be available at 
various times & locations throughout the season. There are also over 100 
aircraft available on a call-when-needed basis. 

Grampians Regional Manager Forest & Fire Operations, Peter Kambouris 
said: “Our Grampians Region extends from the South Australian border 
west of Edenhope to Bacchus Marsh, takes in the Wimmera & Midlands 
Fire Districts, & includes the townships of Kaniva, Dimboola, Horsham, 
Halls Gap, Ararat, Daylesford, & Ballarat.

“We’re getting ready for another busy bushfire season across the region 
& aircraft are an essential tool in supporting ground crews to put fires 
out or doing reconnaissance work to find out where fires are, their size & 
their spread,” said Mr Kambouris. “Our aircraft are a mix of firebombers & 
others that provide air supervision & intelligence-gathering roles.

“We will have 12 aircraft in place across the region ahead of 
the coming fire season. At Ballarat air base we have two heavy 
helicopters – one with waterbombing capabilities & one air 
observer platform, supported by a lighter helicopter operating as 
air observer. An additional medium-sized waterbombing helicopter 
is based between Birchip & Donald, & another at Bacchus Marsh. 
“We have two fixed-wing firebombers based between Nhill & Casterton, 
four at Stawell, & a fixed wing air observer aircraft, also at Stawell.

“This fleet can be increased if needed, depending on the requirements, 
conditions & incidents.

“We operate firefighting aircraft as immediate response or pre-determined 
dispatch in locations across the state.

“Immediate response using aircraft in early stages of a fire is one of the most 
effective ways to help stop the spread of fire & help to keep communities 
safe.”

PUT UP A DRONE, PUT DOWN A 
FIREFIGHTING AIRCRAFT
As the spring weather encourages more of us to venture outside & into 
our parks & forests, increased drone use over public lands has prompted a 
reminder from land & emergency management agencies for people to find 
out more about the rules governing their use.

Forest Fire Management Victoria’s Grampians Region Acting Chief Fire 
Officer, Tony English said: “Australia’s recreational drone safety rules have 
been around since 2002 & are designed to protect other people in the air 
& on the ground.

“In the lead up to what is expected to be an early & active fire season, we 
are reminding remotely-piloted-aircraft users that you must not fly your 
drone over or near an area affecting public safety or where emergency 
operations are underway,” said Mr. English.

“Amongst other emergency activities, this includes fires & associated fire-
fighting efforts.

“Flying a drone near bushfires will force the grounding of firefighting 
aircraft, threatening both firefighter safety & that of impacted communities.

“In National Parks & reserves managed by Parks Victoria, the launching & 
landing of a recreational drone is prohibited.

“In State forests (managed by the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
& Planning (DELWP)), you can use recreational drones in accordance with 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority guidelines.”

For more information, ring DELWP’s Customer Contact Centre on 136 186.

Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) rules on flying drones link to 

https://www.casa.gov.au/aircraft/landing-page/flying-drones-australia
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A WILLING CROWD AT VEAC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
THE FUTURE OF OUR FORESTS

“Submit, Submit, Submit” urge the Victorian Environmental Assessment 
Council.

Make your thoughts known now as submissions close December 10.
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DAY TIME EVENT VENUE

Mon 5pm Old Fart’s Night Blackwood Pub

Tues 5pm Tuesday Date Night Radio Springs

Wed 5pm Locals Night Cosmo

Wed 5pm Judder Bar Eats food truck Lyonville Hall

Thur 6pm Thai Night Radio Springs

Fri 5pm Judder Bar Eats food truck T/tham Railway Station

• WEEK NIGHT STUFF TO DO •

JOIN THE FUN & STAY UP-TO-
DATE ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

ADVERTISE FREE: BUY, TRADE or SELL
Have you got something to sell or give away, trade or are you looking to buy 

something? (local, private adverts only) 
email editor@theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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MARK DUDLEY – 0409 954 396
ROD GRANT – 0416 231 782

Suite 4, 132 Inglis Street
Ballan 3340

www.raynerrealestate.com.au

WE PUT YOU FIRST

 5368 1057

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, 
farm produce/produce store 

papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, 
coffee confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

1 Market St     ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm
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LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 0417 335 831
(leave a message if no answer)

• Car Parks • Arrows • Speed Humps
• Pre Cast Kerbing • Numbering
• Bollards • Safety Mirrors
• Safety Lines & Safety Signs

All Areas
MICK

0408 999 643
tclinemarking@yahoo.com.au

TOWN & COUNTRY
LINE MARKING P/L

 

 
Solar Power - Solar Hot Water - Heat Pump Hot Water 

 On Grid & Off Grid     Domestic & Commercial 
energysolutions@breaze.org.au 

03 4309 4027   
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