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BLACKWOOD WOMEN
POWER ON WHILE
BLACKWOOD SENIORS
POWER UP

Keeping the spotlight on the hot issue of
gender equity, Blackwood’s “Wombettes” take
inspiration from the iconic Rosie the Riveter.
The Wombettes Social Club popped up during
Covid in a concerted attempt to keep members
a little bit sane.

L: Our Blackwood Seniors finally got back together in
person after a year of Covid doldrums.
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CAULDRON ENERGY COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS...
Hello again Blackwood,
Did you know that The Blackwood TImes is produced by a handful
of local volunteers? We are not photographers, journos or writers
though. Our contribution is to compile your submissions bi-monthly
into a paper for you & your visitors to enjoy. It’s all about you, us
& our community. But, especially with restrictions limiting events &
activites, it’s hard for us to gather content by ourselves.
We know we have loads of creative souls in Blackwood, Dales
Creek, Greendale, Barrys Reef, Newbury & everywhere between &
we want your stories, ideas, photos & articles – every so often when
you have something to give us or as regular contributors!
Regular submissions are due on the 15th of the month prior to
publication & news & last minute things are due on the 20th (see
dates below). We try our best to get the paper out on the 1st Friday of
the due month.
After the deadline, the team gets busy. Lisa spends hours collating
submissions, proofing & responding to queries & then Kathy & Jinny
spend a full weekend, side-by-side, putting the paper together. Kath
preparing photos, researching, typing & finalising last minute articles
while Jinny fits it all together like a jigsaw. Finally it is printed out for
proofing by Brendan, artwork finalised & sent off to the printer.
Once it has been collected it needs to be stamped up & distributed.
Please help by giving us content. If you would like deadline reminders,
simply go to theblackwoodtimes.com.au & signup for updates.
In the meantime have a great Easter everyone, see you around.

Background & Contact Information
Cauldron Energy is a junior ASX resources company based in Western
Australia; website www.cauldronenergy.com.au. We are currently in
the area exploring the old, mined area around Barrys Reef & south
though Blackwood. We are approachable & to that end as Chairperson
please find my email simon.youds@cauldronenergy.com.au
We have been in contact with various groups in the area both
for & against what we do. The purpose of this note is to provide a
communication avenue & explain our approach which we hope you’ll
see is in alignment with maintaining the beautiful environment &
lifestyle in the area. The third purpose here is to provide the community
with the information as required by ERR on what our plans are.

Cauldron’s Green Approach
The traditional mining in the area over 100 years ago used narrow
accesses, manual mining techniques utilising low impact energy &
low carbon energy sources like compressed air & in later years electric
haulage. Obviously, the generation of energy needs to be low carbon
so we will look at biodiesel & solar generating units where mains
power isn’t available. Our approach is to follow these traditional styles
of mining if indeed we discover sufficient gold to justify mining. This
would mean that there are no surface mines & no surface disturbance
beyond using the existing tracks & roads already in place.
Cauldron will use the existing underground accesses to explore
& potentially mine the area from underground with no change or
disturbance to the community & lifestyle that you have come to
love. If indeed we do eventually mine we will not be building any
extractive processing plants in the region. The personnel will be a
handful of people with no large vehicles, nothing more than the odd
tip-truck similar to those used for road maintenance. We will focus on
sourcing personnel locally where we can. Our aim is to be part of the
community as were the miners of the 1860s.
If we do eventually justify a mine, the key take-way here is that
the high-grade nature of the gold in Victoria that ultimately built
Melbourne & the state of Victoria allows us to transport the Run of
Mine ore to remote existing approved facilities even as far as NSW. We
would also like to hence enhance the local tourist industry by adding
the attraction of some of the mining history that formed the basis of the
State of Victoria & where Blackwood fits into that picture.

Thank you to our helpers, our regular contributors & our advertisers.
Jimmy Olsen played by...

Brendan Hehir

Community Co-ordinator

Sandy Schmidt

Helpers

Kathy Berrill, Lisa Moore

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info
The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions from the community. If
you’re at a local event please take a photo or two & write a few lines to
share in our community news. Deadlines are as follows
Advertisers book space

May 15

Regular Contributors, Features & Items of
Interest, Community Groups & Clubs

May 15

~ Stu Berrill
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Display Ad Artwork
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Late breaking News
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NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions,
display ads & articles to team@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or
post to The Blackwood Times, PO Box 39 Blackwood, 3458.
Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour)
from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au &, while you’re there,
sign-up to join our eList & follow us https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes
The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article
or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily
those of the editor.
The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service by
Jinny Coyle 5368 6444 & supported by Blackwood Progress Assoc.
theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au 		
©2021 auspiced by Blackwood Progress Association Inc

So the canine alarm went off early one morning recently along
with another strange noise which turned out to be a young koala. She
had somehow got herself up the post separating the front yard & the
backyard where the dogs were.
After calling around a few places with no result, I put the message
out on Blackwood Lost & Found & ended up contacting Wildlife
Victoria, after a brief chat with them & sending a photo, I got call from
Mel from Macedon Rangers Wildlife Network who said she was busy
feeding the joeys & would be there in about 45 minutes.
So Mel shows up & we managed to get her down & into a transport
cage without too much trouble.
I got message later that night to say she was a bit stressed & a little
underweight, so they were going to put her into care until she was
eating well & then return her to be released in the same area.
She is currently doing well & enjoying the company of other koala’s
in care, no release date at this point.

After meeting with Caldron
Energy chairperson, Simon
Youds, No Wombat Gold’s
Phaedra Morris tells us that
the company’s attitude to
local concerns over current
high arsenic levels in adit
water seemed ‘cavalier’.
She adds that Caldron
have approval to start the
Tryconnell exploration and
will drill in June for a few
weeks. The company says
it will conduct community
consultation via letter drop
and advertisements in this
paper. Keep up with it here
https://www.facebook.com/
NoWombatGold

Low Impact Surface Drilling
The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

The Community Newspaper Association of
Victoria (CNAV) is the peak body representing
not-for-profit community newspapers across
Victoria. CNAV works actively with its
members to enhance the capacity and standing
of community newspapers, to enable them to
fully realise their vital role in communities.

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

~ Jinny Coyle, Communications co-ordinator

The image to the left
shows a Google earth image
of Barrys Reef showing
the proposed areas as
green bounded areas &
as submitted in our work
proposal. We intend using a
diamond drill which is a low
impact drill & we only will
use existing tracks & roads as
our drill platforms.This style
of drilling has low noise &
impact & is self-contained.
We expect to limit this
work is approximately 4-5
holes & it will take several
weeks to complete. We
don’t anticipate starting
until we can engage a drill
contractor, & these are very
busy in Victoria currently.
Once we have established
firm dates we will use these forums to keep the community informed.

Underground Exploration
We anticipate increasing our presence in town over the next few
months as we have progressed our approval to the level of community

engagement for our underground drilling. This is exactly in line without
approach above as our intention is to use small underground diamond
drills in the underground tunnels to test the mineralised veins below
where the historical miners were very successful in the 1860s. There is
no surface impact to the work we will do to environment or houses or
lifestyle. This is the point of choosing to use the existing underground
infrastructure in line with our approach as above… few people,
small machinery, minimal surface impact & ultimately improve the
community to which we will potentially become a valuable part of.

Summary
If we are lucky enough to be successful in our exploration efforts,
we aim to become valuable members of the community as employers
& contributors at all levels of society including in times of stress like
bushfire season. We have the ability to assist as we do in remote
communities in Western Australia, where we form a big membership
of the Country Fire Service (CFS).
Ultimately please contact us on my email above to explain any
detail of our plans & if you do have concerns, we are approachable.
The fundamental purpose here is to prevent misinformation from the
uninformed creating misconceptions. Please keep the communication
channels open as we can within reason adjust our plans to especially
if we understand concerns at an early stage.
~ Yours, Simon Youds Chairperson, Cauldron Energy Ltd

$250 Victorian Government Cash Back on
Energy bills
Victoria’s state government is offering hundreds of dollars in cash
back on power bills – and many households might not know about it.
‘This one-off payment will provide immediate financial relief
for those struggling to pay their power bills’, Minister for energy,
Environment and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio said in a statement.
“Its part of the ongoing support we’re providing to Victorian
households as we rebuild from the pandemic – as well as helping
more families put solar on their homes to reduce their power bills and
save money.”
Who is eligible for the payment?
• The bonus is available to any households who hold a pensioner
concession card or receive JobSeeker.
• The payment will be available for 12 months, but there is a limit
of one per household
• You must be a Victorian residential energy consumer (i.e. have a
residential electricity account).
How do I apply for the payment?
The cash-back offer is available through the Victorian Energy
Compare website https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au or alternatively
by calling 1800 000 832.
A form can be completed there and a household electricity bill from
a retailer must also be submitted.
Before you start to submit an application, you will need to have the
following documents ready:
• An original PDF or hard-copy version of your household electricity
bill from your current electricity provider.
• Your Centrelink Customer Reference Number (CRN). You can find
this on your concession card or in your MyGov account.
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QI GONG? QWEE GONG? CHEE
GUNG? - TOMAYTO, TOMARTO

HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?
Rainfall
historical
average (mm)

Temp monthly
min (deg C)

Temp monthly
max (deg C)

Temp average
daily max (deg
C)

Temp average
daily min (deg
C)

Temp average for
month (deg C)

Jan '21

149.4

50.6

3.4

33.5

23.5

3.4

15.6

Feb '21

27.1

53.5

2.2

30.6

22.8

8.3

14.9

The year started with a very wet January with temperatures lower
than other years which was good news as far as dampening any
bushfire threats. Temperatures & rainfall in February were lower than
average.
~ Don Owen

I’m talking about my foray into the mystical world of Qi Gong. It doesn’t
matter how you say it - it’s actually pronounced ‘chee gung’ but someone
very close to me calls it qwee gong…..sigh…
I went down to the Mineral Springs on a Friday in February to see what it
was all about. All I can say is it was the best present I could give myself.

• GETTING OUT & ABOUT •
APRIL

Time

Event

VENUE

Fri 2

9am

Hoadley Hide 2-21
– Exploits on the
goldfields

10 Mechanics
Lane Barrys
Reef, 3458

Sat 3

8-11pm

Creedence Clearwater
Survival

Greendale
Country Pub

Blackwood Ridge
Open Garden –
Autumn 2021

Blackwood
Ridge Gardens
and Nursery
(See below for
more details)

Sat 3 | Sun 4

Some pics from our recent explorations! Fungi season is off to a great start such a great time to be exploring the bush. photos Nicola Strating..

What a beautiful way to spend a Friday morning. An hour is all it takes.

Sun 11

8:30 – 3:30

You Yangs Day trip

Sat 17- Sun
18

10am
- 2pm

Forest edge Blackwood 26-28 Martin
(open garden)
Street

Sat 24

5:45pm
– 11pm

Murder Mystery at
Kryal Castle

Waiting for me was Fiona Haigh (see article in the last edition), sitting on
a mat by the river. She offered me a cup of lemon verbena tea (made from
leaves from her plant - I didn’t know you could do that!), & we quietly
waited for the other journeymen to join us.

HONEYFIELDS ARE BACK ON
THE ROAD
This time last year, folk trio Honeyfields (featuring locals Cat
Moser and Nicola Strating, and Nicola’s twin sister Corinn) were all
set to release their new album, Fortune’s Wheel. Unfortunately, as
for so many other artists and performers, they were forced to scrap
their album launch tour with no idea of when they would be able to
reschedule. Now, as Covid restrictions lift across the state they have
been delighted to begin booking in some real-life live gigs. They had
a beautifully intimate return to live performance recently at a houseconcert in Melbourne and hope to schedule in some local gigs very
soon! Find them on Facebook and Instagram to hear about upcoming
events. Fortune’s Wheel is available to purchase from Jindarup &also
online at https://honeyfields.bandcamp.com/

Kryal Castle

School holiday fun
APRIL
Time
Event

VENUE

Fri 2 – 18

10am– 4pm The Great Wizard
Tournament

Kryal Castle

Thu 8

10am
– 4pm

Wizards Day: Fred and
George Weasley

Kryal Castle

Tue 13- Fri
16

Starts 9am
13th

Adults School holiday
Camp

(See below for
more details)

MAY
Sat 21 – Mon Starts 6pm
23
21st

Adults School holiday
Camp

(See below for
more details)

For more info on all Google Mooorabool shire events.
You Yangs Day trip Werribee Gorge
• ClimbingQTs members only
• For more info go to www.evensi.com – You Yangs Daytrip (April)
• For more info go to www.evensi.com – Werribee Gorge Daytrip (April)
• To become a ClimbingQTs member go to https://www.climbingqts.
com/shop
• Only 12 spaces available
Adults School holiday Camp
• Aimed at campers 18+ • Lady Northcote camp 4 days/ 3 nights
• Lake Dewar camp 2 nights • Activities include giant swing, low ropes
course canoeing & more • If you’d like to join this camp, contact the
office on – 03 9863 6824
• For more info go to people www.peopleoutdoors.org.au & select dates
of camp
Teens Weekend Camp
• Aimed at campers 13-17years • Lake Dewar camp 2 nights
• Activities include giant swing, low ropes course canoeing & more
• If you’d like to join this camp, contact the office on – 03 9863 6824
• For more info go to people www.peopleoutdoors.org.au & select dates
of camp

Peace & quiet, gentle movements, breathing in the pure air & appreciating
the nature we are so privileged to live amongst. What’s not to love? The
hour went so quickly & I felt like I had been transported to a magical place
- I didn’t even think about the washing or the vacuuming. I was hooked.
I have been to every session since. Each time we are visited by a curious
kookaburra or blue wren. They just observe us & move on. The setting is
sublime with mist wafting through the trees, the river babbling away. It’s
very hard to leave when it is over.
The last session before Easter was held last week. Fiona then presented
us with Easter eggs (someone very close to me got mine) & a very special
message that we chose at random. Please see the photos below.

Fiona is having a break over Easter & will be offering Qi Gong indoors
during the winter months. So watch this space or check out the website
naturetherapy.life .If you have an hour to spare I can think of nothing better
than spending it in the company of other Blackwoodians enjoying the
peace & tranquility that Qi Gong offers.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

Rainfall (mm)

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

MONTH/
YEAR

~ Lisa Moore

JOIN THE FUN & STAY UP-TODATE ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

Foodies looking for something local……
Monday nights

Old Farts night

Blackwood hotel

Tuesday

Parma and Pasta night

Greendale Hotel

Wednesday

Locals night

Cosmo in Trentham

Thursday

Thai nights

Radio springs hotel

Sat & Sun
8am-4pm

Karen’s Kitchen

Blackwood main Street

Local fibre-arts & craft group, Blackwood Yarnies, has been in hibernation
for a wee while due to a number of different factors. But now that we are
coming into Winter woollies weather & can have gatherings indoors, it
seems like an appropriate time to resurrect our regular catch-ups.
Blackwood Yarnies is primarily a fairly informal social group for likeminded knitters, crocheters, weavers, embroiderers, sewers, & anyone
in-between! If you are interested in anything that involves yarn, fabric,
and/or fibre, we’re the group for you! We meet up, share our projects &
knowledge & just generally have a yarn together in more ways than one! All
ranges of skill level are welcome, & we certainly encourage beginners to
come along. We have a facebook page where most of our communication
happens, but if you’re not a facebook person you won’t be left out! We
don’t currently have a regular meet up day/time, but if we have enough
interest, we will put the word out & organise a gathering. In the meantime,
happy yarning!
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• COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES •

~ Amanda Porter

Blackwood CFA
Autumn has started with a number of very warm days.
We attended a call to an unattended campfire recently which shows
that, unfortunately, the message has not reached people about leaving
camp fires without ensuring they are completely extinguished.
Use plenty of water or earth to put the fire out, then use a shovel
to move the remains around, using water or dirt to extinguish any hot
spots. Then completely cover the area with dirt & stamp it down.
Fire restrictions are still in force until April 6. Dates are up on the
Facebook page & you can also check the following websites for fire
restrictions in the Moorabool Shire area.
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/
restrictions-during-the-fire-danger-period
https://www.moorabool.vic.gov.au/news/
prepare-your-property-upcoming-fire-season
THE FIRST PRIORITY IS YOUR SAFETY
Always ring 000 in the case of any emergency. If you have a fire &
do manage to put the fire out, it is better to have us responding than to
wait until it is too late.
For more information contact the station on 53686526 on Sunday
mornings over the summer period & the first Sunday of every month
during the rest of the year, as we are there for training & equipment checks.
How is your Fire Plan? Even as we are entering Autumn & Winter is
not far away, your fire plan should be constantly reviewed & updated
to cover any changes to your situation.
To reiterate – do not let complacency set in & always be prepared,
no matter what the season.
Always keep an eye on the weather forecasts.
Remember that the Refuge is a last resort measure & that you
should have your Fire Plan in place.
If you are interested in joining, we always welcome new members. We
can be contacted at the station or through the Brigade Facebook page.
DO NOT USE FACEBOOK IF YOU ARE REPORTING AN
EMERGENCY… ALWAYS RING 000
~ Karl Church, Community Safety Liaison Officer,
Blackwood Fire Brigade

Blackwood Historical Society update
Hi all, goodbye to another summer, we are all glad it has passed
without incident.
It has been great to be able to recommence our meetings with
everyone full of a year’s worth of vigour & ideas. We are always on the
lookout for like-minded people to join our friendly group.

Blackwood has a fascinating little history, there is a lot that has been
discovered, though many stories & secrets are still waiting to be found.
Help us uncover them! We conduct regular field trips to sites of interest
in the area. Membership is only $10 per year & $15 for families.
Our goal for the coming year is to raise funds for the much needed
& ongoing repairs & maintenance of the stables. The building is one
of our oldest surviving structures & amongst the oldest of its kind in
Victoria! The cancellation of the Easter carnival has put a severe dent
in our fundraising (as it has to many other community groups here).
We have a couple of other ‘irons in the fire’ in an attempt to make up
this shortfall.
Our meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month at the
Police Stables from 10.00 am.
Any queries please call Elizabeth Hall (Secretary) on 53686537
~ Ray Castellin

Blackwood Landcare
Big wins for Landcare by Shane Scanlan
Townsfolk would have noticed significant weed eradication activity
in February & March.
From Landcare’s perspective, it’s very satisfying that the groundwork we
put in last year with land management authorities is turning into action.
The biggest “win” for Blackwood & Barry’s Reef was a major spraying
effort by Moorabool Shire Council via contractors in February. This was
the first time in many years that the council has tackled its townships’
roadside weeds & a direct outcome from Landcare’s Weeds Forum
held last May.
The best news of all is that the council is committing (subject to budget
approval) to an annual blitz on our township roadside weeds. This news
was revealed at a meeting between Landcare representatives, shire CEO,
Derek Madden, & ward councillor, Ally Munari, on March 15.
Blackwood was also the recent recipient of weed-eradication
works sponsored by both Melbourne Water (MW) & the Port Phillip
Westernport Catchment Management Authority.
The MW crew put in a day hand-weeding between the rec reserve
& the Greendale-Trentham Road bridge while a 10-person CMA team
spent two days weeding the river flats at the bottom of Whalebone
Road. Disturbingly, one of the target weeds down there is Maple trees
which have escaped from the town.
February 20 saw a dozen or so Landcare members & other volunteers
tackle Broom along the Great Dividing Trail between Whalebone Road
& the Mineral Springs. Landcare is still trying to gain vehicle access
to get our spray trailer down there to tackle a major Cape Broom &
Blackberry infestation that is beyond hand-pulling. Members also
had the spray unit out & operational recently – doing a day at the rec
reserve & another day at the caravan park.
Landcare has also built two garden beds at the “Town Square” /
Church site as the first step towards re-vegetating the site with native
plants. More working bees will be needed at the Church for further
weeding & planting, so watch out for news on this.
It is gratifying to note that we now have 39 financial members in
the group. One of the benefits of membership (only $10 per year) is
dirt-cheap hire rates for our Hansa C13 chipping machine & trailer
spray unit.
Photos on next page | www.blackwoodlandcare.org.au or email
admin@blackwoodlandcare.org.au.
~ Diana Dawson, President

Blackwood Uniting Church
We are on the homeward stretch & isn’t the church looking wonderful
with its fresh paint & gorgeous colour scheme?. It is a building of which
the whole town can be proud.
The entry from Byers Road has been christened the “Angel Gate”
as it looks like outstretched wings (see photos over). Thanks again to
Landcare for the planting surrounding it. It will look stunning as the
native creepers & ground covers fill the space.

ABOVE: Shane building the landcare indigenous plant garden at Angels Gate.

The Committee responsible for the Opening Festival are still working
hard. Still no date but we are working on it.
Thank you to the people who have made bunting, please keep it
coming in, & thank you to those who have bought raffle tickets for
the quilt. The winning ticket will be drawn at the opening & they are
available at the Post Office & Karen’s Hat Shop.
A big thank you to Francis Dillon for the donation of a piano to the
Chapel, it will be well used for many different upcoming events.
If you are thinking you would like to use the church building for an
event or ongoing sessions please speak to Robyn Zanon or Karen Bruno.
~ Robyn Zanon

Parish of Bacchus Marsh - Easter Services
Good Friday April 2 - Holy Trinity Bacchus Marsh
10.00am Combined Parish Service followed by hot cross buns
Easter Vigil - Saturday April 3 - Holy Trinity Bacchus Marsh
7.00pm Lighting of the fire, Litany of Readings, Renewal of Baptismal
Vow, & Holy Communion. Supper to follow.
Easter Sunday - April 4 - Holy Trinity Bacchus Marsh
10.00am Combined Parish Service. Holy Eucharist with Easter Egg
Hunt followed by extended morning tea.
Please note this is Reverend Heidin Kunoo’s last service in the Parish
The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

Gaining the Right Balance by Amanda Porter, Blackwood Mineral
Springs Caravan Park. It’s all about balance at the Blackwood Caravan
Park with all its intricacies & oddities.
• A juggle to revamp the aged without losing the charm of the old.
• Weighing up the odds of discouraging some & attracting new sorts.
• Scaling down on waste to landfill & processing more on site.
• Measuring requirements for Covid safety & getting it all just right.
• Encouraging kids to disband their phones & climb the solid trees.
• Knowing how to blot the tears & repair the scuffed-up knees.
• Moderate the heavy metal & settle for listening ease.
• Working with others, a collaboration of kinds,
• There’re new ways of looking at things, bringing change in the wind,
• We’re looking forward to working with the new committee once
appointed
• The future is bright, the changes subtle, when all is weighed up,
everyone wins.
Book Online Now: https://bookingsau.newbook.cloud/online/
Blackwoodmineral?place_booking 03)5368 6539
www.blackwoodcaravanpark.com.au & Follow us on Facebook

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

Blackwood Caravan Park

Your community wants know about your club or organisation, what
your focus in the community is & how you would like support, please
email your regualr reports to Sandy at – galaxyss@hotmail.com by the
15th of the month prior to the publishing date. See p2 of this issue for
the next dates.
Sign up at theblackwoodtimes.com.au to get deadline reminders.

ABOVE: Port Phillip Westernport CMA work crew starts work on the Whalebone
Rd river flats on March 1.
RIGHT: Volunteers tackle Broom on the Great Dividing Trail on February 20.

L-R: Tom Matkovic, James Cann, Luke Whitehouse, Josh Murphy

BLACKWOOD CRICKET CLUB
To start off, the Blackwood cricket club would like to thank all
supporters over the year.
Even with Covid, we had a pretty good season, winning most games
and finishing off with a win over top-placed Lancefield and ending the
season second...
But then comes Bacchus Marsh at home, they seem to have the
wood over us and with a rained-out Saturday, the game was finished
on Sunday with a loss to us.
Presentation was on Sunday March 28, with the awards this season
to Luke Whitehouse, the Wally Sweet Memorial Award winner, along
with Matt O’Brien, Josh Murphy and Tom Matkovic and last season’s
winners James Cann the Wally Sweet winner, along with Tom & Josh.
We would like to thank our new and current sponsors to the club
with signs being made soon.
Blackwood Hotel Western Land Services | Greendale Country Pub |
IGA Trentham, Ballan | Mark Keogh Transport | NVG Heavy Equipment
Services | The Blackwood Post Office/coffee shop Jindarup store |
Templestowe TV | TTV Heating & Cooling
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THE DRUMMOND FAMILY & THE TROJAN MINE ON THE YANKEE REEF.

THE GARDEN OF ST ERTH

The History of Blackwood - Pioneers of Blackwood. Compiled by
Margot Hitchcock, Historian for the Blackwood & District Historical
Society. March 2021 ©

open 7 DAYS a WEEK

In the area north of Blackwood towards
Trentham is the area called Yankee Reef. On
a road that is off to the right, is Yankee Road
which is where the remains of the Trojan Mine
now remains. Just past the Trojan Mine on the
left amongst the trees & the surrounding bush
is a headstone - a memorial to the Drummond family which reads
“Erected 1946 - to the memory of our loving parents, Alex & Eliza
A.E.L. Drummond. This was the site of their home in 1876 & our
birthplace.” The monument marks the place where the Drummond
family once lived, & the remains of a brick chimney is all that is left
to mark the spot.
Alexander Drummond, who was born in 1841, son of Duncan
Drummond & Ann McIntyre, came from Balnacuil, Perthshire in
Scotland. Alex Drummond arrived in Melbourne in 1853 aged
12 years, with his father Duncan Drummond & his brother Peter
Drummond. Within months the two boys were orphaned. Duncan
Drummond died in 1854. His parents were Alexander Drummond &
Catherine, he was aged 44 yrs when he died. Reg Number: 2898.
Ben Trewhella Sen. had pegged out the ‘Lucky Hit’ mine in 1862 on
the Yankee Reef & a seam of gold was found just below the surface.
At this stage it is not sure when Alexandra arrived in Blackwood, but
in 1869 when 28 years old he made the acquaintance of the Williams
family of Blackwood & became a friend & partner with Robert Williams
in prospecting the district. The partners struck the main seam of gold at
Yankee Reef & the mine was about 600 metres from the Drummond’s
home. It appears from records searched that their mine was called
the Yankee Mine, although some records have the name of the Trojan
mine in this area.
In 1876 Alexander married Elizabeth Ann Elevena Lang Williams,
sister of his partner Robert Williams. They were married at Golden
Point & went to live at Yankee Reef where 12 children were born,
three of whom died in infancy. John, their eldest child, born in 1877
died, aged 3 years by drowning & was buried on the 21.3.1879 in the
Blackwood cemetery. The youngest children of Alex & Elizabeth were

Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm
Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun
Membership & gift vouchers available

BLACKWOOD RIDERS GROUP
Entry to wander through St Erth gardens is free for Diggers
members and children under 16 and $10 for visitors.

FORK TO FORK CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thur-Mon
Ph: 03 5368 6520 (no lunches on Mondays)

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

The Blackwood Motorcycle Club has been quiet due to the last lot of
Covid restrictions but we are hoping to recommence our monthly rides
on the 3rd Sunday of each month. The last ride was on Sunday January
17 where we rode to Talbot Market with 10 riders, which was one of
the best turnouts. Talbot market was quiet but we still managed to get
our favourite pork rolls with gravy.
On our return route we came through Clunes where we came across
a vintage motorcycle club where there would have been around 80
bikes ranging from Harley, BSA, Indians & more which I have never
heard of before. We couldn’t ask for more coming across those plus
having great weather & great company.
~ Brett Bond

tradies breakfast &

young trades awards winners

Free Breakfast

Date: Wednesday, 21 April 2021
Time: 7am to 11am
Where: Men’s Shed
55 Mulchays Road, Trentham
RSVP by 14 April 2021

The breakfast provides the perfect
opportunity to meet our Branch
Manager Joel Condon and our
business specialists.
We would also like to introduce
you to some of the members of
Cool Country Men’s Shed to keep
you up to date with their local
projects too.

We will be announcing
the winners of the CCCE
Young Trades Awards.
We invite all those who
were nominated, and the
businesses who have
supported these young
people. So come along and
join us at this event.

37B High Street Trentham
5424 1608

15 Martin St.
Open Sundays 11- 4pm, other times by
appointment or chance ph 9018 5458

Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The History &
Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon. Other books published by
Margot Hitchcock – “Aspects of Early Blackwood”, Some History of Simmons Reef,
Blackwood” & “The Billy Pincombe Tragedy”. See – www.blackwoodpublishing.com
For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot Hitchcock –
email – margothitchcock@bigpond.com

ABOVE: : Drummond Monument at Yankee Road
BELOW: Drummond Home

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

You’re invited to join us for a

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

Trentham & Districts Community Bank is hosting a ‘Tradies Breakfast’
to showcase some smart banking solutions for business.

twins, Emma & Maggie who were born on 28.7.1894.
Tragedy struck on the 1st December 1894 when an earth fall in the
mine trapped Alexander Drummond in the mine whilst opening an
adit downstream from the mine & he was killed.
(Death cert. Reg. Number: 12269.) This would have left Elizabeth
with 9 children, the youngest being the twins of nearly 5 months
old. The twins both died the following year in March 1895, Emma
on the 10th & Maggie on the 17th March. They are all buried in the
Blackwood cemetery. Methodist section J, 8 & 9.
Operations of the mine were then controlled by Elizabeth’s brothers,
Edward & Robert Williams. In 1895 Elizabeth decided that the
Drummond name should again appear on the mine records, so the
New Victoria Quartz Mining Co., Yankee Reef came into being.
This mine continued to operate until at least 1910. The 1906 mines
Department report lists the Victorian Co., Yankee Reef & Williams &
Drummond as obtaining 4,942 oz. to a depth of 320 feet. Records
show the Yankee mine ceased operation in 1936.
Alexander Drummond’s wife Elizabeth A.E.L.Williams died on
19.11.1925. She was buried in the Blackwood cemetery with her twin
daughters.
(Info from – Truda Drummond, & Graham Mounsey – Drummond
descendants)

Drummond Grave

To all our advertisers,
contributors & supporters,
thank-you ... we love you!
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• FLETCHERS ADVENTURES •

Catherine

Hello to all my 2 & 4 legged friends
in Blackwood.
Sorry for the no-show last issue,
Mummy forgot her deadline & I did
try to remind her, but she just said
that she forgot.
I’m back with lots of news. Joanie
& I have been catching up with all
my mates (mostly girls) at the tennis
courts in Blackwood. They include
Miss Kia, Miss Stevie, Miss Meiko &
Miss Pip. Don’t quite know where
all my boy doggie friends are but I’m
happy with the chicks. We did meet
a new boy who had been missing for
a long time & his name is Angus. He was a bit shy at first with Joanie
& I but Dad says he is much better now. Can’t wait to play with him
again. Mum got some new rocks delivered up at the dam & I must say
they are great for peeing on as the sun warms them right up & it’s nice
& warm on my you-know-what! Mum & Dad have been taking Joanie
& me in the car a lot, we love seeing all the sheep & cows everywhere
around the area. We are so lucky to be able to roll in the green grass
around this place as when we go anywhere, after Daylesford, it is
really dry & Joanie & I can’t wait to get back to Blackwood.
Our life here is just the best & I’m so glad I live here. Until next time
(& I swear I WILL keep reminding my mum) stay safe & off the roads
all my friends.

KING MP

Federal Member for Ballarat
03 5338 8123
Catherine.King.MP@aph.gov.au
CatherineKingMP
@CatherineKingMP

Standing up for our Community!

www.catherineking.com.au
Authorised by Catherine King, Australian Labor Party, 5 Lydiard St Nth, Ballarat VIC.

Great Equipment
Great Equipment
Finance
rates
Finance rates

Need to buy new vehicles, plant or equipment? We can
help
you keep your capital and manage your cash
Need to buy new vehicles, plant or equipment? We can
ﬂow.
on your
taxation
helpAnd
you depending
keep your capital
andcircumstances,
manage your cash
beneﬁts
may
also
be
available
to
you.
ﬂow. And depending on your circumstances, taxation
beneﬁts may also be available to you.

Chat with a lending specialist today, phone
Chaton
with
a lending
specialist
today, phone
Joel
5424
1608 or
search Bendigo
Bank
Joel on 5424
1608 or search Bendigo Bank
Equipment
Finance.

~ Hooroo from Fletcher & my little sister Joanie.

Equipment Finance.

Community Bank • Trentham & Districts

• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR •

Community Bank • Trentham & Districts
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It’s a tough life when you have to work from home in Blackwood. Snapped
Margaret & Jinny taking a ‘well-earned’ break from the office in the town Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Individual circumstances may vary. You should
Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Individual circumstances may vary. You should
centre over a coffee from Jindarup. consult
your
taxation
relevantTerms
Termsand
andConditions
Conditions
available
at bendigobank.com.au
consult
your
taxationadvisor
advisorand
andread
read the
the relevant
available
at bendigobank.com.au
before
making
a decision.
BankLimited
LimitedABN
ABN
AFSL/Australian
before
making
a decision.Bendigo
Bendigo and
and Adelaide
Adelaide Bank
1111
068068
049049
178178
AFSL/Australian
CreditCredit
237879.
15/01/2021
Licence
237879.A1419239
A1419239OUT_1769134,
OUT_1769134, 15/01/2021
photo John (Chooka) Fowler Licence

Dear Blackwood Times,
I am writing on behalf of the Blackwood feline community to
express our dismay at our lack of representation on your paper. We
are tired of hearing about dogs and their adventures! We have stories
to tell too! It is time for our voices to be heard and I hope that in future
editions we will have a presence.
~ Sincerely yours Kitty Kat
Oh Kitty Kat, you are so very right. How remiss of us to not include
our feline friends, particularly given the current political climate.
Please rally your purr-tners and we will happily publish your stories.
~ ED

ADVERTISE FREE:
BUY, TRADE or SELL

Have you got something to sell or give away, trade
or are you looking to buy something?
(local, private adverts only)
email team@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

BLACKWOOD WOMBIES
Hello & welcome to Autumn from Wombat Book club, where the
nights are getting cooler, but where the warmth of the sun still invites
us outside with a good book. (well, unless it’s raining in this La Nina
event…or simply because it’s Blackwood).
We get together the third Sunday of each month. Unfortunately, we
have not set a place to call home yet whilst the pandemic continues.
New members are welcome but need to contact Brenda at woodbinelodge1@gmail.com for information on our next get together.
Yes, we discuss books, but we also use it for social chatting as well,
which makes us a warm & friendly bunch.
The 2 books we read this month were, “The Dressmaker’s Secret” by
Rosalie Ham & “Such A Fun Age” by Kiley Reid.
‘The Dressmaker’s Secret’ is the sequel to The Dressmaker, which
some may be familiar with from the Kate Winslet movie. The sequel
is about Tilly Dunnage, living in Melbourne where her talents are
unappreciated, and is paid lowly. Set in Victoria, in 1953 a new Queen
is soon to be crowned. Balls & celebrations are being held across the
nation and elaborate gowns are in high demand. However, Tilly is on
the run from her secretive past.
Sandy: Whilst this read had an element of intrigue, the story often
went off on a tangent, which lost this reader. It all comes together in
the end, but the storyline might have been a little more concise.
3.5 Wombies
‘Such a Fun Age’ is set in America where black lives are still fighting
for equality. A young black girl, Amira Tucker is going about her life,
as any other young girl. She is babysitting for a white family, & one
night, is confronted walking the aisle in the supermarket. The Security
Guard sees this black lady, late at night with a white child, & accuses
Amira of kidnapping a child. Alix Chamberlain, the child’s mother, is
shocked by the incident & promises to make amends. In this process,
they unearth secrets of both women from their past, which they were
trying to keep buried.
A page turner to the end.
Sandy: 4 Wombies
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• BEYOND BLACKWOOD •

• BEYOND BLACKWOOD •
We are very pleased to announce our 2021 netball coaching team,
Charlene Dowling as C & U15 coach, Tamsyn Dicker & Elly Rose as U17
coaches & Keeley Shearer as U13 coach.

VACANT POSITIONS: The club is seeking assistance with the following roles:

CLUB NEWS: The netball department is looking forward to
a successful 2021 season. We are excited to announce Sharna Ford
as A & B Grade Coach. Sharna is an exciting A Grade player who
provides versatility with her ability to play a number of positions,
however she is most well known for her shooting ability & we
cannot wait to see Sharna out on court this season.

· C Badged Netball Umpires

Practice Match – April 10, 2021 – Leith Dicker Cup Trentham v Woodend
at Trentham Sportsground

LARGE BEER GARDEN AT REAR

General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams,
grocery items, take away bottleshop,
newspapers daily, bread, ice
& anything else you may just need.
Shop opens at 10am every day
and is open late with Pub.
LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page

3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341

Round 2: April 24 2021 – Trentham v Natte Bealiba – First Home Game

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pizza: Wed, Thurs, Fri Sat, 6-8pm & Sun noon-8
Tues: Parma and Pasta $18
Friday: Happy Hour 5–7, $3.50 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed – Sun: Full Menu Dinner
Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm (closed Monday)

5368 1355

Round 1: April 17, 2021 – Trentham v Avoca – Away

The footy boys have been training well & are keen to get some practice
matches underway. We have had many re-commit this season & continue
to work on recruiting some more talent. Mark Strickland has been elected
as Seniors Captain & Dylan Holden will provide support as Vice Captain.
Both men have been involved with the Saints for some time now & are
excited to lead the Senior boys in 2021.

We are also excited to announce some big netball signings,
Tamsyn Dicker, Hayley Bourke & Zahlia Turton have all committed
to the Saints for the upcoming season. Tamsyn & Hayley both have
been a part of the Saints premiership success, Tamsyn dominates the
defence & Hayley provides plenty of options contributing to shooting
& defending. Zahlia is a new signing who again provides stability in
the goaling ring, a strong player who will add depth to the attack of
our A Grade team.

· U/17.5 Football Coach
· U/17.5, U14.5 & U11.5 Football Players
· U/13 & U/17 Netball Players
· Sports Trainers
Exciting times for the Club & Community heading into season 2021 with
lots going on behind the scenes to make sure it is a very successful year
for all involved! Keep an eye out on our social pages for announcements,
updates & information leading up to the new season.
If you have any questions, queries or wish to apply for any vacant
positions within TDFNC or offer a helping hand, please contact: TDFNC –
trenthamsaints@gmail.com Samantha Whitehouse – 0438 686 794
Mikaela Fleming – 0417 248 934

As folk were allowed out again after the big lockdowns, locals
& city-ites alike flocked to pick sunflowers at the new Greendale
Sunflower Farm.
It was a perfect opportunity for us to romp amongst these joyful
giants. Sales proceed have been donated to the Cancer Council.

Somewhere
tocome
come
Somewhere
to
Somewhere
to come
home
to
home
to to
home

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays
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Photo courtesy Greendale Sunflower farm

Bendigo Bank’s Complete Home Loan offers all the
Bendigo
Bank’syou
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Home
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you don’t.
you don’t.
Like super-competitive rates, free redraw and a 100%
Like super-competitive rates, free redraw and a 100%

offset account onrates,
ﬁxed and
loans.
Like super-competitive
freevariable
redrawrate
andhome
a 100%
offset account on ﬁxed and variable rate home loans.
offset account
on ﬁxed
and variable
rate
homeBendigo
loans. Bank
Come home
to a better
home loan.
Search
Come home to a better home loan. Search Bendigo Bank

home loans.
Come home
a better home loan. Search Bendigo Bank
hometoloans.
home loans.
Community
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54241608
1608
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Trentham &
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Community Bank • Trentham & Districts 5424 1608

Terms
conditions,
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and
chargesapply.
apply.All
Allinformation
information including
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change
Terms
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includinginterest
interestrate
rateis issubject
subject
change
without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited
without
notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited
ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571307) OUT_1844031, 15/02/2021
ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571307) OUT_1844031, 15/02/2021

Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change
without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited

A Starry Night at the Greendale drive-in
I’m a new mum & a resident of Greendale. I co-organise the
Greendale drive-in with another local mum, Sarah Duncanson.
Since the ‘trial’ run of the drive-in in November last year, we
have re-ignited the social club in Greendale & now head that
up as well.
The drive-in event came about while I was out of work & pregnant
during the lockdown last year. I had heard that Greendale used to
have lots of events, including drive-ins hosted by the old social club
years ago but such events had not happened in around 8 years since
those families had grown up & moved on.
Having lived in Greendale for 2 years, I felt as if I wasn’t really
finding myself connecting with the community &, soon to be having
a family, I thought I should do something to change that. Greendale
doesn’t have shops, it’s quite an isolated town & you don’t just bump
into your neighbours, so I decided to give it a go. Announcing the
comeback on the community facebook page just blew up so during
Covid with not much to do but bake a baby, I set my sights on setting
up a trial drive-in of which we did in November last year. It was such
a hit we were given a grant by the council to do the drive-in again in
late March.
~ Kristin Sargent
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TOWN & COUNTRY
LINE MARKING P/L

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING

• Car Parks • Arrows • Speed Humps
• Pre Cast Kerbing • Numbering
• Bollards • Safety Mirrors
• Safety Lines & Safety Signs

Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial
• Competitive rates • Free quotes •
Call Simon on

(leave a message if no answer)

ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937

1 Market St

ph 5424 1611

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, farm
produce/produce store
papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee
confectionery, local honey etc
rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares
Talk to us first, big or small builds,
design & project management

Call or email for a quote      
Nick Dear 0421593998
nick@dearandsons.com.au
Registered Builders | CDB-U 56564 | HIA member 605135

tclinemarking@yahoo.com.au
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TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

All Areas
MICK

0408 999 643

LIC NO 38657
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119 Inglis St Ballan

0417 335 831

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342
Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au
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