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MAY 15 – Rhiannan Hughes & Matt Laux 
celebrated their wedding at the Blackwood Oval.

After they received the unfortunate late notice 
that their previous venue was to be unavailable, 
Rhiannan made magic happen at super speed, & 
arranged for a stunning ceremony & reception at 
the gorgeous Recreation Reserve. (LEFT)

~ Amanda Porter (Blackwood Caravan Park)

(ED)  For those interested, yes it appears to be 
a Carlton Draught in Matt’s hand.

APRIL 10 – Lily & Cameron. She was working 
in appliances when they met. He left with a TV, 
but was also completely sold on her. Eight years 
ago, she was 16, he was 20. So they took their 
time, overcame the obstacles. But not too much 
time; as she finished her VCE they bought their 
first home. Then came university & renovations. 
I hope the tellie got pride of place. Lily’s special 
place, being a Matheson & all, is Blackwood, & 
the giant pine at the sportsground was where she 
would marry her love, Cameron Altmann, proud 
owner of a 55’ Sony flatscreen. (BELOW)

HITCHED IN TANDEM 
Two weddings in a month
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The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions from the community. If 
you’re at a local event please take a photo or two & write a few lines to 
share in our community news. Deadlines are as follows

Advertisers book space July 15

Regular Contributors, Features & Items of 
Interest, Community Groups & Clubs

July 15

Display Ad Artwork July 20

Late breaking News July 20

NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions, 
display ads & articles to team@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or 
post to The Blackwood Times, PO Box 39 Blackwood, 3458. 

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour) 
from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au &, while you’re there, 
sign-up to join our eList & follow us https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes 

The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article 
or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily 
those of the Blackwood Times Team or the publishers.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service & 
supported by Blackwood Progress Assoc. 

theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au 	 Phone: 03 5368 6444	

©2021 auspiced by Blackwood Progress Association Inc

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS...
Hello again Blackwood,
Happy 15th Birthday to us. Who knew back in 2008, when we took 

the Blackwood Newsletter over from Robina Brown, that we would 
still be slogging it out 15 years on. We are gearing up to hand the 
publication over to the community by getting incorporated. If you are 
interested in playing a crucial role in the future of your community 
paper, we would love to hear from you. One of the best things about 
this issue is, as Lisa (our communication person) delightedly said “This 
issue is writing itself!”. And it has! It is also the most contraversial issue 
we have ever produced, as seen in Letters to the Editor on p10-11. 
Unlike commecial papers, the aim of the team is not to create content, 
rather we want to give the community a voice, whether you agree or 
disagree with our readers opionions, please remember not to shoot 
the messengers.

Did you know that every issue of The Blackwood Times is in the 
National edeposit (NED) library, which is a collaboration between 
Australia’s 9 national, state & territory libraries, responding to the 
major challenge of capturing & preserving the digital documentary 
history of Australia for the future. We also have copies of most issues, 
so if you want a backcopy these are available by donation.

On behalf of the team I want to send a huge bouquet to Edward 
Zanon who is gearing up to start up Ed’s Shed, specialising in 
electronics repair & small-run manufacturing. I’m so jealous because 
he has bought a couple of 3D printers – I can’t wait to see what he 
does with them. Watch this space!

~ Jinny Coyle, Communications co-ordinator

Thank you to our helpers, our regular contributors & our advertisers.

Jimmy Olsen played by... Brendan Hehir

Community Co-ordinator Sandy Schmidt

Team Members Kathy Berrill, Lisa Moore, Fiona Ross

The Community Newspaper Association of 
Victoria (CNAV) is the peak body representing 
not-for-profit community newspapers across 
Victoria. CNAV works actively with its 
members to enhance the capacity & standing 
of community newspapers, to enable them to 
fully realise their vital role in communities.

We all know that Holly is somewhat of a serial pest in Blackwood, 
and a weed of particular annoyance to Shane Scanlan. So, having just 
completed the preparation for the Chapel display garden of indigenous 
plants, he turns around to discover that another serial pest, Nick Dear, 
had christened the bed with a sprig of the stuff. Shane gave it a little 
kiss and ripped it out.

We’ll miss you, Shane!

Vale Shane Scanlan
Blackwood lost an amazing ambassador for the bush and his passion 

was so evident in all that he undertook. Whether it be speaking about 
how to care for the land, or providing advice on weed management or 
on any number of working bees around town- you would find Shane 
in the thick of it (much like those blackberries he loathed)

Today Priya could think of nothing else to do but burn blackberries. 
And thanks to Fanny Durand’s help with the flames, those berries are 
burning! Rest in Peace, Shane. Pl
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EVENT DATE & TIME EVENT ADDRESS FURTHER INFO/ CONTACT DETAILS

Fri  June 4, 8pm Emily Lubitz live @ the Greendale Greendale Hotel Greendale Country Pub FB page

Sat  June 5, 3:15 MOVIE: Birds in Ballan Ballan Library Eventbrite.com.au

Sun June 6, 1pm – 4pm Fire Cider Making Workshop Barrys Reef Thecottageherbalist.com.au 

Sun  June 6, 5pm Land Care AGM The Blackwood Hall To be confirmed

Fri June 11, 7pm Old Time Jam Session The Blackwood Hotel Message Gypsey Lee

Sat  June 12, 7pm-10pm Haunted Hallway Paranormal 
Investigation and Dinner Ballan

Great Western Hotel Trybooking.com

Sun June 13, 9am – 3pm Whipstick loop & Lerderderg Heritage 
River trail hike

The Garden of St Erth Eventbrite.com.au

Sun June 13, 11am 
– 3pm

Pop-Up Vietnamese Lunch St Anne’s Vinyards St Anne’s FB page

Sun June 13, 1pm – 4pm Elderberry Medicine making Barrys Reef Thecottageherbalist.com.au 

June 11-13 Teens Weekend Camp Lake Dewar Lodge YMCA People outdoors website

Thu June 17, 7pm Greendale Trivia night Greendale Hotel Greendale hotel

Sun June 20, 1pm Bryan Sadler live @ the Greendale Greendale Hotel Greendale Hotel

Sat July 3, 8pm Troy & Jay live @ the Greendale Greendale, Vic Greendale Hotel

Sun July 4, 2pm Screening – The Unlit Castlemaine Theatre See webpage

Sun July 24, 8pm Christmas in July with Rock N Co Blackwood Hotel See FB page

Please check with all venues for confirmation of events regarding current restrictions & tixs.

• GETTING OUT & ABOUT •

TOP LEFT: Installing new equipment at the Caravan Park playground.

TOP RIGHT: Partying-on at the Sportsground after Rhiannan and Matt’s 
wedding. The ground is becoming increasingly popular with those getting 

hitched, the resident Monster Pine often providing a dramatic background for 
the ceremonies. Call Amanda or Phil (03) 53 686539 at the Mineral Springs 

Caravan Park to book the Sportsground or the Blackwood Hall. You can also 
contact them at www.blackwoodcaravanpark.com.au and on facebook.

ABOVE & RIGHT: Old Time Jam Session coming up at the pub - see below.
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Foodies looking for something local……
Monday nights Old Farts night Blackwood hotel

Tuesday Parma & Pasta night Greendale Hotel

Wednesday Locals night Cosmo in Trentham

Thursday Thai nights Radio springs hotel

Sat/Sun 8am-4pm Karen’s Kitchen Blackwood main Street

BOWIE LIVES! And she is beautiful.
A very relaxed Bowie Joan may be sleeping a lot now, but is surely just 
saving herself up for a stellar future. Vivian (below) is a proud big sister and 
Sarah and Dave the happy parents.
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HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?
MONTH/ 
YEAR

Rainfall (mm) Rainfall 
historical 

average (mm)

Temp monthly 
min (deg C)

Temp monthly 
max (deg C)

Temp average 
daily max (deg 

C)

Temp average 
daily min (deg 

C)

Temp average for 
month (deg C)

Mar '21 80.8 56.1 1.3 27.1 19.9 7 12.6

Apr '21 29.1 71.7 -1.3 29.9 16.8 5.1 10.3

It is interesting how temperatures in April were much higher at the 
start & finish of the month but were relatively cool in the middle.

~ Don Owen

MONDAY MUSHIES
The tracks up to Easter Monday Mine are best attempted in someone 
else’s 4wd as it is not for the faint-hearted. It is best not to look down 
the hill at some points & better still for passengers to jump out when 
the vehicle is fording the many water features that dot the course. 
As well as testing the depth of the 
puddles with a stick, the croak of 
frogs will tell you how permanent 
some of them are. 

The last stretch can be taken by 
foot, & just as well. On the uphill 
side, comfortably at hip height is a 
veritable gallery of mushrooms, all 
colours, all shapes. A flick through 
Fuhrer’s Field Guide to Australian 
Fungi suggests Cortinarius & Russula 
spp for the bigger ones, & Coprinellus 
& Mycena for the smaller ones. 

In addition to that effortless display 
of fungus is a saprophytic orchid 
(much like mushrooms, feeds on 
dead matter), a Dipodium roseum or 
Rosy Hyacinth Orchid, which during 
Easter looks to be at the end of an 
epic flowering run, the lowest of its 
florets already gone to seed & last of 
its upper florets tattered & worn out. 
An absolute treat, as orchid season 
for me started in the middle of lockdown in August 2020 with the start 
of Pterostylis or Nodding greenhoods back home in Ringwood.

After a history lesson & some ghost stories, the middle shaft was 
entered, & even here, on a sleeper from the old rail track, there was a 
tiny gem of a mushroom, crystalline white.  At the end of the mineshaft, 
a quick drink was shared by us: Brendan & Jinny, Margaret our driver & 
tour-guide, Brenda, & myself. It is worth noting that beer is a product 
of a single celled fungus, yeast.

The gold may well be gone, stamped out of the rock, but we were 
indeed rich beyond all imagining, to be in such a pristine forest, the 
ground literally sprouting its own treasures.

~ Chris Coyle

BLACKWOOD WOMEN IN BUSINESS
I recently attended the Women in Business Luncheon at St Annes 

winery, hosted by the Moorabool shire. There were many interesting 
topics of discussion around tourism & economic growth as well as 
inspirational speakers with fascinating stories to tell. There were 150 
women in attendance from all corners of the shire, a handful of us 
from Blackwood, running lots of different kinds of businesses, but with 
one major thing in common- a desire to connect.

This started me thinking. How many other women in Blackwood are 
running their own business? Owning the salon in town gives me an 
opportunity to meet so many locals that I could think of about a dozen 
without trying. So, after some great conversation, a few mimosas & a 
handful of photo ops I went home with a mission. To bring together all 
the shiny, sparkly, inspirational & motivated women of Blackwood town.

That night the facebook group “Blackwood Women in Business” was 
born. It very quickly grew from the dozen or so I knew of to around 30, 
& in a town with a population of only around 300 this number is quite 
impressive. I asked everyone to share a little about themselves & some 
of the stories & offerings from this humble group of boss ladies was 
nothing short of astonishing. 

A gathering was soon 
organised, a high tea at 
Blackwood House catered 
for by my beautiful mum, 
Robyn, & if you’ve ever had 
the pleasure of eating a piece 
of sponge cake, a scone or 
a sausage roll made by my 
mother you can imagine 
how delicious & plentiful it 
was. The afternoon was relaxed & enjoyable & a great opportunity 
for the business women of Blackwood to do something we have been 
lacking somewhat in our lives for the last year or so, to connect with 
one another.

I know there are more of you, remarkable women, working away in 
your field of excellence, building your dream, your empire – all while 
juggling the rest of what life throws at you & wearing all of those hats. 
If you like to join us please contact me & I will happily add you to our 
group or keep you informed of our next meeting.

~ Annalice Gee, Blackwood Hair Boutique & Blackwood Skin & 
Beauty, Mother, Wife, Daughter

BLACKWOOD SWIMMING HOLES
As kids we had a glorious time in summer with many swimming 

holes from which to choose, mainly in the Lerderderg River but also 
Shaw’s Lake. 

Probably my favorite was Sebastapol which was just down river 
from Golden Point as it had quite deep spots & one could leap from 
perches on the adjacent sloping rock face. In later years a committee 
was formed, inspired by Jack Rayner, to make a changing shed & toilet 
block just opposite on the other side of the road.

Many of us worked to make sand & cement bricks for this structure 
& my mate Bob, being a plumber, did the plumbing. Sadly it was 
vandalised, fell into disrepair & demolished although I didn’t miss it as 
there are plenty of trees to hide behind to change.

The only downside to Sebastapol was the long walk home for me 
to Whalebone Road. On a hot day I would often stop by my second 
most favorite river pool for a dip just a couple of hundred metres up 
from the mineral spring. This pool was called the Mineral Pool which 
was quite deep in spots & would alter its shape considerably after 
each flood.

This Mineral Pool was in fact where I learnt to swim. I was by myself 
in the shallows of the pool one morning & had avoided water that was 
over my head. This day I risked dog paddling over a deep patch & my 
swimming life was started. I was 7 years old at the time.

I remember as a young kid swimming there with lots of others & 
we looked northwards & saw a huge cloud of smoke. One girl started 
crying & we all hightailed it home. This was the very big bushfire 
of 1952 & threatened Blackwood but luckily only a couple of small 
cabins were lost on the Blackwood outskirts.

The other main spot in the Lerderderg was the Ford Pool which 
was a little downstream from where the North Blackwood Road 
fords the Lerderderg at Golden Point.We didn’t use this much as we 
considered Sebastapol, just a bit further on, superior. There are lots 
more swimming holes in the Lerderderg but those mentioned are the 
main river swimming holes we used.

In recent times, the yearly rainfall has mostly been lower & some 
years a lot of them periodically had little water in them, making them 
unsuitable for swimming.

In later years I used Shaw’s Lake more often as it provided a large 
area for serious swimming & the water was warmer than the Lerderderg 
River. In earlier times there was a diving platform & a diving board as 
can be seen from old photos. After the New Years Eve dance (you 
wouldn’t miss THAT for quids) a lot of young people would often go 
there & swim in the dark – some even skinny-dipping! 

Blackwood over the Christmas period had a number of dances but 
those days are gone. I do remember some of those old fashion dances 
such as the Alberts, where I was guided by knowledgeable people. 
Jack Cann would often MC these.

Recently I had a swim in Shaw’s Lake & it was as good as ever. My 
grandchildren love swims in the “Lerdie” so hopefully generations that 
follow will also have fun just like we used to.

 ~ Don Owen
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PRIYA RETURNS 
Sadly but gladly & lovingly Priya, the now quite famous teddy 

bear, has returned to the window of the Blackwood Hat Shoppe in 
Blackwood, Victoria. Priya first appeared early in 2020 when the state 
went into its first lockdown due to the COVID19 restrictions which 
were first imposed in March. She kept Blackwoodians, & those further 
afield, company during some pretty bleak times. We say “sadly Priya 
returns” because it means we are once again in lockdown but both 
Karen & Priya assure us that it is very much gladly & lovingly that the 
magical little bear is once again in our lives. 

For Karen, the Priya windows gave her a reason to get up in the 
morning on those long lonely days of lockdown. She would spend 
hours each day concocting ideas & making costumes or props for the 

LEFT: Planets in Transit - Priya 
is back to keep us company 
during yet another tough 
time & she is perplexed as to 
what the heck is happening 
in our world. She is saddened 
too, deeply saddened. But 
our gorgeous little Princess 
believes in love & goodness & 
sweet-smelling things so her 
focus will be on what makes 
her feel happy. & Cat, she 
just is happiness! Take care 
everyone 
CENTRE: Ollie introduces his 
teddy to Priya & cat. 
RIGHT  The Heath of 
Blackwood - Today Priya & 
Cat are out in the beautiful 
sunshine exploring the forest 
& enjoying the colourful 
heath, which is on display 
everywhere. Young Ollie & his 
Mum Mel are the creators of 
todays window & they painted 
a beautiful impressionist back 
drop of the heath. & Ollie 
brought his mushrooms from 
his very own fairy garden 
which is a delight in itself. 
Well done Ollie & Mel

THE WITCHES OF BLACKWOOD
LOCALLY SHOT SUPERNATURAL 

THRILLER “THE UNLIT” TO SCREEN AT 
THE THEATRE ROYAL, CASTLEMAINE, 
JULY 4.

Grab your tickets now & see how 
many spooky Blackwood locations you 
can identify. Producer/director Kate 
Whitbread says that in preproduction 
scouting of the area, it was the moment 
she & her team drove into Blackwood that 
they knew they had their prime location. 

The cemetery & the pub feature, of 
course, along with plenty of atmospheric 
aerial shots of the town.

Kate assures me that the movie is no 
“slasher”, but more of a psychological thriller. Be warned, though, it 
will still have you jumping out of your seat. Kate feels that she has been 
successful in bringing a female perspective to the genre & is happy 
to continue exploring that dark pathway with another thriller “The 
Magpie” in the pipeline & even a sequel to “The Unlit”, to be simply 
titled “Blackwood”.

Here’s your opportunity to do a bit of scouting for the sequel. Tell us 
about your top 5 creepy locations & The Blackwood Times will explore 
them. Who knows? Maybe we’ll end up seeing them on the big screen. 
Email team@theblackwoodtimes.com.au

TOP: Shooting at the pub. CENTRE: Official Poster BELOW: Kate Whitbread 
producer/director

next day’s windows. Sometimes it would take 2 or more hours to create 
a window, but once it was complete, Karen would post the pictures on 
Facebook (watchpriyawithme) & then email them to people who do 
not have Facebook.

Her email list is now quite long as word has spread. For her it was 
a way of brightening the day for us all & herself & she enjoyed the 
playful comments & support that were posted or emailed back. “I still 
felt connected to people despite being isolated & was communicating 
with so many that I didn’t feel alone” Karen says. “& it kept me busy” 
she laughs “very very busy.”

But the windows also gave others a chance to play & be creative 
themselves. Both children, adults & one delightful old man, Peter 
Ulherr, have helped build the magic.

The windows of this lockdown will be on display each day in the 
front window of the hat shoppe if you wish to see them in person. 
All of the 100-odd windows are available to look at on the Facebook 
watchpriyawithme page if you want a trip down memory lane or just 
to catch up.

Towards the end of the last window series, Priya became a wheelchair 
user & now creates her magic from the most colourful wheelchair you 
could ever imagine. This was of particular delight to young Ollie.

“So enjoy the ride & focus on what is good & what makes you 
happy” says Priya.
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VETERANS SUICIDE RALLY
Approximately 2000 retired military & emergency services personnel 

rallied outside Parliament House, Spring Street, Melbourne on April 24 
to call for the governments to take military suicides seriously. 

Many military motorcycle clubs & 
others rallied for their fallen brothers 
& sisters who have been discarded 
by the people who they protect. 

Catherine Cummings MP, Jacqui 
Lambie MP, Bob Katter MP spoke 
of their disgust in the government’s 
treatment of military & the fact 
that 85,000 people can watch the 
football while a few streets away 
soldiers are only allowed to honour 
ANZAC day with 1400 attendees 
from behind a fence at the shrine. 

~ by Clint Stretton

The Wombettes Social Club (TWSC) 
You may have noticed the last issue’s front cover featured a group of 

girls who were affectionately captioned ‘The Wombettes Social Club.’ 
This humble down-by-the-river girl group formed organically when 
restrictions were lifted late last year & began meeting outside, down 
at the local Springs (as was only allowed back then) to connect & 
enthusiastically debrief after the periods of social isolation that was 2020.

 I was the fresh-est girl on the Blackwood block, having only moved 
in early August (the week stage 4 restrictions were enforced) & was 
welcomed into this friendly, warm community of women with open 
arms. Friends would say “I can’t believe you have met people so soon!” 
And I would agree, having lived in Melbourne (with a 2 year stint in 
Scotland) for 15 years, this was definitely not the norm. 

For me, as a fairly new mother to my nearly 2yo son, Atlas, 
I appreciated that we formed these 
friendships without the focus being on our 
children (for those of us that have kids). 
It’s not a playgroup, a Mothers’ group or 
formed because our children share the 
same daycare or kinder. It formed because 
we simply enjoy hanging out together, 
supporting each other in this especially 
crazy world… & sometimes we bring our 
kids.

As a graphic designer myself, I created a logo for our group, just 
for fun, encapsulating the spirit of what we love doing; chatting & 
laughing non-stop over a wine… rain, hail or shine!

 We may create a group exhibition, we may hold a local cheese & 
wine appreciation evening, or we may just continue to keep things 
low-key down by the river - or the local pub or wine bar, whatever the 
weather permits.

 ~ Miriam McWilliam, Studio Mimi Moon

WELCOME TO BLACKWOOD
The defacing of this sign (below), erected with permission from the 

Moorabool Shire, is extremely disappointing.
Regardless of one’s opinion regarding the recent motorcycle event 

,this was a divisive action that can only deepen an issue rather than 
an attempt at resolution.

The organisers completed all necessary regulatory requirements, 
the motorcycles were registered & the riders licensed. All Victorian 
road rules had to be adhered to on the forest tracks. The completive/
competitive? sections of the event were all conducted on private land.

The organisers are more than happy to discuss issues with 
community members..

Actions like this vandalism of the sign & more importantly the 
potential life-threatening removal & alteration of directional arrows 
are the doings of gutless individuals with criminal intent.

In future be upfront & address your issues to the relevant people 
(the organisers or government instrumentalities).

~ David White

MEETING POSTPONED
There will be a meeting of the Blackwood Community to discuss the 
recent 3 day motorcycle event.

This meeting was to be held at the Blackwood Hall on Thursday June  3 but 
has been postponed due to lockdown.

When the new date is confirmed ALL ARE WELCOME regardless of an 
individual's opinion of the event. Honest, open & respectful discussion is 
the correct way to resolve what may be seen as problems or issues.

Representatives from DELWP & the Moorabool Shire will be invited 
to attend.

~ David White

HAPPY LOCKDOWN, BLACKWOOD

L: The Matilda/Rosie Bubble take 
Charlie out for his allotted exercise. 

Cover your nose, little fella.
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Blackwood CERT
At the time of submitting this for publication, it was National 

Volunteer Week 2021, so a big shout out to everyone in Blackwood/
Greendale/Barry’s Reef/Newbury & surrounds who contribute so much 
for our local communities through their generosity & commitment. 
#Gratitude

Remember, Volunteers are not paid, not because they are worthless, 
but because they are priceless!

At CERT we have a fantastic crew of volunteers (some who live 
locally, some who come here just to volunteer) & we thank them (& 
all who support them) for their contributions in providing emergency 
medical response to 000 calls.

Volunteer with CERT (part of Ambulance Victoria)
Delays in hospital & ambulance response times have been in the 

news recently & this has impacts on all areas – including ours. To be 
part of the solution to this problem & ensure we have the services & 
response times we want & need, we are looking for more people to 
join Blackwood Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).

You will get full training, uniforms, camaraderie & an experience 
like no other.

Your involvement will ensure our communities (& visitors) will get – 
prompt & caring response to medical emergencies. 

To ensure 24/7 coverage, we are really keen to welcome newcomers 
to the area (from Greendale through to Newbury) & to hear from those 
now working from home.

OUR MID YEAR COURSE STARTS IN JULY.
 Please contact Jan 0409 857 180 or Leonie 0438 797 007 to talk 

about this opportunity.
In small communities like ours, volunteering is a real family affair 

& we wanted to share one such story which highlights the bonds & 
mutual reliance in small communities such as ours.

Our local CERT is blessed to be able to share a winter home with 
the fantastic Team at Blackwood CFA. This helps ensure our vehicle 
will start when needed, as it is plugged into the electrical supply inside 
the Refuge (the car had struggled in the past with the winter cold). This 
temporary arrangement is due to the co-operation of the local CFA 
Team, their Regional Management as well as Ambulance Victoria. Our 
thanks to everyone involved so far.

Looking ahead, we are still all working toward a more permanent 
arrangement which will involve community members, CFA (local 
& Regional), Ambulance Victoria, Emergency Services Victoria, the 
Education Department & anyone else who wants to help!! This long, 
slow process has been ongoing for years but is edging slowly closer to 
a successful end. Our CERT started in 2002 & it is our fervent hope that 
our 20th Anniversary will see the Team in a permanent home!!

The links between CERT & CFA are, & always have been, really 
strong, & we often have members of the one family operating in both. 
(The family that volunteers together, stays together!?!)

Currently we have Dee Cronin (CERT) & Pat Larizza (CFA) doing a 
great emergency responder double act. In the past both the Byers’ & 
Parker/Rolls’ households were doubling up for the Community.

The Purchase/Ogle household is currently very well represented in 
our local emergency volunteer cohort 
with three participants giving their long-
term commitment to our communities: 
Mark Purchase (CFA), Jan Ogle (CERT) 
& daughter Clare Purchase (CFA).

We are grateful to all emergency 
volunteers, past & present, for their 
commitment to all our safety & 
well-being.

~ Leonie   Brasier,  Co-Team Leader

Blackwood CFA
Winter is just around the corner & it is time, with the advent of the 

cold weather, to get your flue & chimney checked. It is always a good 
procedure to make sure the chimney & flue are properly cleaned & 
serviced to avoid any chance of a fire or problems associated with 
smoke not being able to flow properly through the chimney.

After feedback from brigade members who had travelled to NSW for 
the Black Summer fires, the brigade has purchased a Stihl backpack 
leaf blower. The dry conditions in NSW meant a lack of fire fighting 
water & powerful leaf blowers are used extensively.

During late April & early May the brigade completed 2 burns at the 
Blackwood Cemetery using the blower to remove leaves & bark litter. 
Combined with rake hoe work, the blower makes it easy to create 
mineral earth fire breaks. In the cooler months it also aids getting a 
more complete burn. 

Do you check your smoke detectors? Aside from changing batteries 
at the start & end of daylight savings it is good practice to press the test 
button on the detector to ensure it works correctly.

We often talk about fire plans to be prepared during fire season, 
but what about during normal times? What would you do if there was 
a fire in the house? Do you use candles, kerosene heaters or electric 
heaters? Are curtains located safely away from sources of fire or heat? 
Remember, fires in & around homes & buildings can happen at any 
time, day or night, in any weather. Talk to your family & neighbours 
about what steps you would take.

Can we or CERT find your house in the event of any emergency? Is 
your number easy to see during bad weather or at night? Remember, 
any delays could be costly.

Our Facebook page is used to keep you up to date during emergencies 
or for any general information & questions – BUT it is not & I repeat 
NOT to be used for reporting any emergency. All emergencies should 
be reported to 000.

If you are interested in becoming a member we are always looking 
for new people. We are at the station on the first Sunday of each month.

Stay safe & look out for your neighbours.

~ Karl Church, Community Safety Liaison Officer,  
Blackwood Fire Brigade

Blackwood Landcare 
Blackwood & Barry’s Reef Landcare Group members are deeply 

saddened to learn of the sudden passing of their founding member, 
valuable colleague & dear friend, Shane Scanlan.

As the Blackwood community knows, Shane was passionate about 
Blackwood & Landcare & was the driving force behind our activities, 
particularly weed control, in order to protect our beautiful environment.

We are missing him very much & will have a more detailed 
description of his wonderful contribution in the next edition.

~ Diana Dawson, President

Blackwood Progress Association
The Blackwood Progress Association held an AGM in March with the new 
executive committee appointed.   Brendan Hehir was reinstated as Pres, 
Terri Simpson Vice President, David White Secretary, Dianne Bridgman 
Treasurer, Beverly Butler & Mark Johns Executive Members.

After having to cancel the Blackwood Woodchop & Easter Carnival for 
two years running due to COVID restrictions the Committee are starting to 
plan for next year’s event.  The event has been running since 1894, almost 
as long as the Melbourne Show.  It is a great opportunity to bring the 
community together & showcase Blackwood town to the largest crowd all 
year. Every year there are many locals & local groups that band together to 
make this memorable day come to life for crowds of up to 3000.   

If you would like to be a part of the conversation about the future of the 
carnival & shape next year’s event, now is a great time to get involved.

The Progress Committee meets at 7.30pm at the Blackwood Townhall on 
the 2nd Monday of the month. All members of the community are invited to 

CERT Co-Team Leader Jan Ogle & 
Claire her daughter  who is in the 

CFA

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES • COMMUNITY UPDATES •
attend.   You can also track meetings via the FB page ‘Blackwood Progress’.

~ Terri Simpson, Vice President

Blackwood Seniors
Well we are back & having a great time. 
On a sad note we lost our dear friend Enid last year, her wit & sense 

of humour is missed by all. Hank has moved to Ballarat & will no 
longer be attending. Jackie & Bev Herd are not with us at the moment 
due to illness, we hope to see them back soon. Happy Birthday to 
everyone who had birthdays while we were away, which would be 
everyone as we were gone for 12 months. 

We are in the process of changing our name to Blackwood over 55’s 
social club, there will be a further update when we finalise the change. 

Our AGM went well with Manda from the shire attending. The 
positions are as follows: President Barb Sweet, Vice President May 
Burling, Secretary Dianne Volpe, Asst Secretary Bev Herd, Treasurer 
Dianne Volpe.

We also have 2 new members, Dohan & Shirley a very warm 
welcome to you both. 

We meet every Wednesday at 10.30am & chat or play games until 
12pm. We then have a fantastic 3 course meal at a cost of $15.00 per 
person. Raffle tickets are $1.00 per ticket & we have great prizes. After 
lunch we play Bingo at $1.00 per card. We are starting up carpet bowls 
again which is great fun. If you have any questions you can call me 
Dianne Volpe on 53686795.

~ Dianne Volpe, Secretary

Blackwood Special Schools
To the wonderful community of Blackwood, thank you for all your 

patience, acceptance & understanding throughout the past 7 months 
as we have been implementing archery as a lesson at the Blackwood 
Oval with students from Special Schools across Victoria. Archery is 
a very popular lesson at our school & the students have appreciated 
the ability to continue this program while developments have been 
occurring at Blackwood.

Throughout the past 10 years we have been fortunate to raise funds 
to further challenge our students through experiences like wheelchair 
accessible archery, wheelchair accessible high ropes & wheelchair 
access abseiling. However, in the past whenever we opened up our 
archery site we had to close down our high ropes & abseiling/climbing 
sites. Since November last year we have been redeveloping our archery 
site into a 10m indoor archery range which will allow us to implement 
archery, high ropes & climbing simultaneously. The development has 
almost finished & again we thank the Blackwood Community for your 
support & understanding.  Thank you.

You may have also noticed that the volume of staff at Blackwood 
Special Schools has also grown as there are many more of us moving 
about the streets & forests surrounding Blackwood … So who works at 

Blackwood Special Schools now & what are their roles?
Scott – Principal, Steve – Assistant Principal, Wendy – Business 

Manager, Tony – Campus Principal, Abbey – Outdoor Education 
Teacher, Dave - Outdoor Education Teacher, Chrissy - Outdoor 
Education Support, Jess – Trainee, Zoe – Trainee, Bruce – General 
Maintenance Technician, Adam – IT Support

~  Tony Bellette

Blackwood Uniting Church
I am so sorry that I still can’t give you a date for the reopening of the 

church. It is looking so beautiful thanks to the Dear family, Brendan, 
Simon, Landcare & all the others who have done such an amazing job. As 
soon as we know we will be telling everyone, perhaps with a good round 
of bell ringing.

Recently I was asked to write an article for a Uniting Church site that 
tells inspiring stories. Our story is inspiring others as we have reframed our 
thinking. It is easy to fall into the mindset of what we don’t have. We don’t 
have a large congregation, we don’t have younger people coming through 
to take over, we don’t have boundless energy & we don’t have money. This 
is when the deficit view takes over.

We can all take on this way of thinking in any aspect of our community 
life & our personal life. If we can turn this around & start considering what 
we have got, a very different picture can form.

So, what we have got is now a magnificently restored building. It is 
insulated. It has double glazed windows, indoor toilets & very comfortable 
& adaptable seating. We have a group of amazingly talented people 
who have put their hands up to be part of the Festival Committee & a 
Management Committee has now been formed. We have a dedicated 
& outward reaching minister, Rev Jenny Hayes. We have a fantastic 
community who want to help & be part of what can be offered at the 
chapel. So much of this is centred around well-being, creativity & learning.

At the next Committee meeting we are going to be looking at some 
fundraising ideas as we need to raise funds for heating & further 
landscaping. At the time of writing, Jinny Coyle has offered to organise 
another town garage sale, hopefully on the Melbourne Cup Weekend, 
COVID allowing. So hang on to all that treasure until then.

Some bouquets to all those who serve on our committees:
Margaret Devlin for running a session with the Management Committee 

to establish our Mission Statement, values & goals; Simon from SOL 
plumbing for the generous donation of a dishwasher for the church 
kitchen; Margaret Botheras for some column heaters to be used to heat 
the toilets & kitchen, folding tables, a market gazebo & knitted woollen 
garments that will be sold at the opening market with the money going to 
the purchase of heaters; Frances & Arthur Dillon for a great wooden table 
for the kitchen & a feather doona which will be raffled; Jeanne Tahini for 
the donation of a microwave; the members of Landcare for their ongoing 
work & planning; Matt from Laux carpentry for the landfill; the group of 
local business women who met over afternoon tea to share ideas & who 
donated to our heating fund; the guys who delivered a truckload of mulch 
from clearing around the power lines to the church yard. 

~ Robyn Zanon

St Malachy’s Catholic Church 
A lovely little group of people are gathering each Sunday at 4pm at 

St Malachy’s church in Blackwood for weekly Mass. All are welcome 
to attend.

~ Karen Bruno

Your community wants to know about your club or organisation, 
what your focus in the community is & how you would like support, 
please email your regualr reports to Sandy at – galaxyss@hotmail.com 
by the 15th of the month prior to the publishing date. See p2 of this 
issue for the next dates.

Sign up at theblackwoodtimes.com.au to get deadline reminders.

Blackwood Motorcycle Group 
Blackwood motorcycle club was quiet over the last few months due 

to weather & personal commitments. We are all still polishing our 
bikes waiting for that right day.

Please place ideas for a day ride & lunch onto our Blackwood 
motorcycle club FB page.

~ by Brett Bond
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• LETTERS TO THE EDITOR • LETTERS TO THE EDITOR • LETTERS TO THE EDITOR • LETTERS TO THE EDITOR •

Dear Editor,
A VERI GOOD EVENT? WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT THIS
With tempers running hot about alleged interference with the recent 

A3VE motorcycle event, it might be time to have a dispassionate look 
at what events like this mean for Blackwood. 

The obvious benefits are financial. It’s in all our interests for our few 
businesses to remain viable & the May 7, 8 & 9 event did inject much-
needed revenue into some of them.

Publican Rob Van Zyl reported “massive” trade over the days leading 
up to the Sunday night presentation event at the Blackwood Hotel 
which he described as being “as good as a New Year’s Eve”.

Caterer Karen Bruno also did well. She rated the event as her 
second-most profitable – behind Trentham Spudfest, but better than a 
Blackwood Easter Carnival. Ms Bruno also pointed out that there were 
no Blackwood accommodation vacancies on Stayz or Airbnb for the 
four-day period. She also doubled her staff numbers to 4 for the event.

Not every business benefited though. Carol Guthrie at the Post 
Office also hired extra staff but a corresponding influx of customers 
did not materialise.

The caravan park was full & camping fees were collected for “the 
bowling green” near the recreation reserve. An adjoining landholder 
was also paid some rent for his paddock.

The caravan park is generally full during weekends anyway but, 
again, it was the extra days associated with the event that were  
most beneficial.

On the other side of the ledger, it could be argued that the town 
actually subsidised the event via generous fees for the hire of the 
rec reserve & associated facilities. If you round-off numbers at 
200 (comprising “more than 130” competitors, marshals & other 
volunteers), the daily per-capita contribution was about $2.50.

Also on the downside was the impact on amenity. The noise 
generated from these old bikes (particularly the two-strokes), both 
in the town & beyond, was significant. Some 35 riders successfully 
received Unregistered Vehicle Permits & VicRoads exempted the 
mainly recreationally registered bikes from their normal ban within 
townships via a Certificate of Approved Operations. The Shire of 
Moorabool is reported to have provided a supportive letter.

It was hotly argued on the town’s Facebook page that it was selfish 
for locals to oppose the event &, after all, folks should “take one for the 
team” (so to speak) as it was only 1 weekend. This sounds fair enough. 
But is dirt-bike disruption around here confined to just 1 weekend? & 
this also ignores the REAL (& largely-unseen) problem with motorcycles 
in the bush – erosion.

Disturbed soil is populated by weeds. And, in the days following 
the event, some local waterways ran yellow with silt. The Blackwood 
Mineral Springs were also closed because of contamination, although 
this may well be coincidental.

The “art” of off-road motorcycle riding is to propel the vehicle 
vigorously forward (sideways is even better!) by spinning the rear wheel, 
nearby loosening the underlying soil & generating a proportionate 
feeling of gratification in the rider.

Knobby tyres act like huge grinders & tonnes of dirt (roost) can be 
dislodged during every ride. Multiply this by 130 bikes travelling 320km 
around Blackwood over three days & the result is countless tonnes of 
soil ending up in our supposed-heritage-protected waterways.

Perhaps it is even more selfish for these riders (think of jet-skis 
on wheels!) to seek such gratification at the expense of our natural 
environment?

And what does it say about Blackwood to the outside world that this 
event is encouraged? Do we really want to be the dirt-bike capital of 
Australia? The place where people are welcome to visit, ruin & return 
home with a warm feeling? Blackwood’s future prosperity will be 
found in its strengths – in the arts (particularly music) & ecotourism. 
The bush is our best asset, but the time of extractive industries has past.

Blackwood needs to start positioning itself with an appropriate self-
image (or brand if you like).

Events like the one which just witnessed might be a stop-gap 
measure while we lack the imagination to strive for something better, 
but they are incompatible with future economic success.

As it turns out, Vintage Enduro Riders Inc (VERI) will not be 
bringing the event back next year &, even if it does put its hand up 
to host the national event in the future, it would “probably take it  
somewhere else”.

And this is not because a person (or some people) removed 
directional signage from the recent event.

Organiser Peter Drakeford explained that “layers” of bureaucracy 
were the biggest challenge & said there were “other places” in Victoria 
which did not require a “bottom up” approach to gaining the necessary 
permissions.

He said VERI started seeking DELWP permission in January & only 
received the go ahead 7 days before the May event.

He said this (& bad weather) contributed to VERI’s failure to 
adequately notify the township of the event this time around.

Other permit breaches he was willing to admit related to the way the 
hundreds of directional signs were attached to trees with metal staples 
& that they were not removed within the prescribed time.

The DELWP events form, clearly states: “Note: All signage is subject 
to the approval of DELWP & must be free standing. Signage & banners 
are not permitted to be attached to trees or forest infrastructure.”

This, of course, does not excuse any unauthorised removal of the 
non-compliant signs. But Mr Drakeford downplayed any impact 
this may have had on the event. He said police attended after it was 
noticed some signs were missing in the Greenhills Rd area on the 
Thursday before the event.

In a separate incident, he said a woman driving a white Suzuki Swift 
had been observed removing signs along main roads. But, he said, 
the event was unaffected, other than some riders having their times 
adjusted in their favour if they thought such incidents had impacted 
their performance. Mr Drakeford did not, however, admit to permit 
breaches involving use of “single-track” trails. This is despite photos on 
VERI’s Facebook page appearing to show the contrary.

So where to from here?
Blackwood & Barry’s Reef Landcare Group is preparing a funding 

application for a study to  set the groundwork for a sustainable 
economic future. Under the banner Blackwood Environmental Arts 
Strategic Plan – ‘Living Blackwood’, the group envisages a vibrant 
& sustainable economic future where the needs of business &  

nature co-exist.
Watch this space.

~ Shane Scanlan

Following the event 
Whipstick Creek ran   
yellow with mud.

These photos from the VERI Facebook page shows riders using areas that were 
once fully vegetated before a “single-track” was forged by motorcycle riders in 

the past.

Dear Editor,
To the team at the Blackwood times, & the town of Blackwood.
As you are well aware, you, the townspeople of Blackwood 

recently hosted us, the Vintage Enduro Riders Club of Vic, for our 
second 3 day event.

To those of you who welcomed us, a big thank you. To those of 
you who tolerated us through gritted teeth, an even bigger thank you. 
Hosting a bunch of trail riders can be a bit of a daunting prospect. 
Don’t worry, we get it.

Anyway, for those of you who are not aware, we are a bunch 
of mostly aging gents, joined thankfully by some younger men 
& women, interested in the sport of vintage enduro trail riding, 
engaging in our pastime of some 40 to 55 years. Our bikes are all 
pre 1988, & our bodies pre 1904, at least when gauged by the levels 
of pain felt following the event. Our oldest bikes were built in the 
1960’s, our oldest riders well before that.

To reinforce this apparent stupidity we can inform you that you 
hosted a large contingent from Queensland, similar from NSW, a few 
from the ACT, some from SA, & one from WA, yep, a fellow came 
from WA to be in your enduro.

As usual, we, the volunteers, were like Dad’s army, running in 
ever-decreasing circles, until it all came together at the last minute, 
thankfully managing to look like we knew what we were doing.

The people of Blackwood & surrounds should be proud of what 
you’ve done. There are about 150 riders extremely thankful to have 
been able to share your part of a very beautiful area.

Thank you once again to all in Blackwood & beyond who helped, 
fed & accommodated us. You can also be proud of the fact that there 
are some very generous & professional people in your community.

And thank you to all at VERI for the huge amounts of work organising 
the event.

~ Micheal Kemp

Dear Editor,
I’m the organiser & Clerk of Course for the A3VE. (vintage enduro)
It’s an event for old trail bikes & old bodies. We are all enthusiasts 

mostly over 40 who love the chance to ride them & enjoy riding 
through the forest.

We received a bit of pushback from the community which was 
understandable as I failed to notify all residents of our progress. The 
biblical rain we had on the Tuesday prior brought all activity to a halt 
& put us a day behind in the course marking & preparations. 

I was more focused on setting out the course & it necessitated frantic 
marking right up to the start time on Friday morning. I had all the 
flyers ready to put out to immediately affected residents but failed to 
delegate the task. 

Consequently, a woman from Greenhills Road took matters into her 
own hands & & pulled down 200m of markers around her house & 
used some to redirect the course to a dead end. My local sweep riders 
discovered this on Thursday evening, & I spent time in the dark re-
marking that section. I had the Bacchus Marsh Police talk to her re 
her actions pointing out that the danger of head-on collisions were 
possible with confused riders heading in all directions. 

Over the weekend a woman in a white car was caught pulling 
down markers from the major roads which was downright dangerous. 
Graffitiing ‘Not Welcome’ on our Moorabool-approved sign on the 
entrance to the town was stupid. 

In a civilized society we are expected to follow steps to resolve 
issues, not take matters into our own hands. The A3VE went through 
an exhaustive permit process from DELWP, Parks Vic, Moorabool 
Shire, BW Progress Ass., BW cricket Club, VicPol & our licencing body 
Motorcycling Australia with the attendant 40M Insurance cover. 

All the farmers on the fringe of the Wombat Forest were only too 
happy to let us use their paddocks yet Blackwood residents affected 
for an occasional hour of riders passing their homes were not so 
accommodating. 

We bring a large financial boost to the town & as you will see if you 
take a look at the tracks – minimal damage that will disappear after a 
good rain. We obviously need a meeting of all interested parties in the 
future so we can sort any issues prior to the event.

Regards,

~ Peter Drakeford, VERi Secretary, A3VE Organiser. 

Dear Editor,
THE PUSH FOR WOMBAT LERDERDERG NATIONAL PARK IS ON 

THE AGENDA AGAIN. 
All good Blackwood Times readers I wonder if you have seen the 

campaign by a group called “createnewparks.org.au”? This organisation 
is pushing for the Andrews Government to implement the Victorian 
Environment Assessment Council’s (VEAC) recommendations to create 
more National Parks in what is described as the Central West. Well this 
group has certainly come out of the woodwork, so to speak, claiming 
to represent hundreds of thousands of Victorians who support the 
changes, that if implemented, will radically change access & usage 
of the current State Forests & will have an adverse effect on local 
businesses & communities within these forests.

Where were the majority of the listed concerned groups during the two 
stages of public consultation by VEAC, where are their submissions to 
VEAC? I have followed this investigation since Lily D’Ambrosio, Minister 
for Energy, Environment & Climate Change, requested this investigation 
in March 2017, read fully all the drafts & the final recommendations 
& made submissions in the negative to both consultation periods.  The 
second & final consultation period received around 2,700 submissions 
with approx. 1,800 against & 900 for. (In reality 66% were against). 
Within this 900 I see only a few of the listed organisations supposedly 
supporting the recommendations. Those against included, amateur 
prospectors, campers, 4WDers, horse riders, apiarists, mountain bike 
riders, dog walkers, hunters, car rallies, orienteering groups, the viable 
timber industry, local businesses, domestic firewood collectors & CFA 
members. These groups of recreational bush users & businesses have no 
faith in the investigation & the included financial research suggesting 
a huge influx of tourists & money injection to the regions. The rural 
communities have suffered greatly over the past 12 months due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions. They have no need for a further drain on their 
livelihood. 

In my opinion VEAC is currently a pawn of the Labor Government, 
no more independent than the EPA & businesses & residents in the 
Moorabool district know what they have approved for Bacchus Marsh. 
Think very carefully if you are considering writing support of the 
VEAC Investigation to the Labor Government or your local Member, 
do some research, read the VEAC report, don’t just accept the claims 
of the “createnewparks” organisation & its so-called supporters. There 
are many examples of miss-management & lack of funding for existing 
National Parks, much of the disastrous bushfires of 2019/20 involved 
National Parks. 

There is a ground-swell of experts & local experienced rural land 
users who consider more National Parks, managed by an under-funded 
government body, is not the solution. Greater involvement of local 
Landcare groups, residents, recreational users & the CFA will provide 
a more balanced approach to management & engender local pride in 
their forest, the attractiveness & protection of local flora & fauna.

I encourage you to have a look at the “Bush User Groups United”, 
(BUGU), Facebook page or the website www.bugu.org.au

~ Stephen Smitham, Darley, Vic.

THE VIEWS & OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN ‘LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR‘ ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS. 

THEY DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OR OPINIONS 
OF THE TEAM WHO PUBLISH THE BLACKWOOD TIMES.
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theblackwoodtimes
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• FLETCHERS ADVENTURES • BLACKWOOD WOMBIES
Hello & welcome to late Autumn from Wombat Book club. Now the 

nights are closing in, it’s inviting to enjoy the last of the sunlight before 
winter sets in with a good read.

At our last meeting we enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea, compliments 
to Sue for her hospitality & great food…er, did I mention mulled wine? 
That too, & cups of tea in real teacups. Oh almost forgot, yes we did 
talk about the book we had just read.

We get together on the third Sunday of each 
month. Unfortunately, we have not set a place 
to call home yet as changes are still taking place 
whilst the pandemic continues. New members 
are welcome but need to contact Brenda at - 
woodbinelodge1@gmail.com for information on 
our next get-together.

The 2 books read this month were “The Glass 
Hotel” by Emily St. John Mandel &  “The Wife & 
the Widow” by Christian White.  

The Glass Hotel, is a rags-to-riches tale for 
our protagonist, Vincent, who is working as a 

bartender with her half-brother Paul, who is on the run from the police 
over a crime of accidentally killing someone. Vincent meets the rich 
& famous Jonathan Alkaitis, who gets rich from a Ponzi Scheme. The 
story is shrouded in mystery, & what happens at the end when this 
scheme fails.

Sandy: This story started out ok but became convoluted as more 
characters came into play. The story travels to other places, leaving the 
reader a little lost as to who was where. An intriguing read, with an 
unexpected ending.

3.5 Wombies
Jane: I thought this was good, yes, I enjoyed it
4 wombies
The Wife & the Widow, is a mystery with the 

disappearance of a doctor, John. Set on an Island 
in Australia, the widow, Kate Kiddie is waiting at 
the airport with her daughter, Mia, for her husband 
who does not appear. The story is told from the 
perspective of two women, one the widow, who 
has to come to terms with her husband’s secret life. 
The other, a wife, Abby, who discovers her husband 
is a murderer. A page turner for those who love a 
‘whodunnit’.

4.5 Wombies
Sandy: This story had me enticed to keep reading from the first page. 

Christian White cleverly draws you in by leaving hooks to keep those 
pages turning. A good read, one which carries you along in the story.

Jane: This is a thriller set in an island town in Victoria. I’ve started to 
love ‘who done its?’ & this story of suspense didn’t disappoint. 

4.5 wombies

Hello to my fellow animal friends 
in Blackwood. It’s Fletcher here. 

Well I’ve been very busy lately 
socialising with all my mates at the 
Tennis Courts. 

The funniest thing happens quite a 
lot there as when we arrive & Mum 
yells out “run, run, run”, from the 
houses up the hill, we see this tail 
running flat chat down the hill & 
then coming out of the bushes at the 
bottom is Stevie Thompson (who is 
just gorgeous) coming to play with 

us. We love it down there as we have also met the new chicky babe, 
Rani, there as well but she is still a bit too young to keep up with us. 

Mum tells us that Rani also goes to the Catholic Church every 
Sunday with her Mum Karen as the priest there loves dogs at the 
service. I hope Mum takes Joanie & myself one day as I think it is 
really special that we are welcome there. It just goes to show why I am 
so happy living here as I feel so loved by everyone I see in the street & 
beyond & get to play with all my mates in the area.

Well the weather is certainly getting cooler, but never mind, as Dad 
keeps the fire going at home & Joanie & I have a fur rug each in front 
of the fire so we cope with the cold pretty well. I’m just not looking 
forward so much to the cold, COLD, CCCCOOOOLLLLDDD weather 
to arrive.

So animal friends, that’s my news pretty much so I look forward to 
seeing you around & stay safe & warm.

~ Huru from the Guru Fletcher 

Murphy’s Law
Murphy treads gingerly on the strips of tin foil laying along the runs 

of the bookshelf ladder. They were placed there to discourage him 
from climbing. He does not like it. But it does not stop him.

From the last bookshelf of the bookcase he eyes the top of the 
curtain rail. Effortlessly, he leaps across onto it before promenading its 
length contemplating which high light window sill to sit in & soak up 

the morning sun. He seems to prefer 
this view of the outside world from 4 
metres above ground.

Murphy is half rescue cat & half 
mountain goat I think. We knew it was 
going to be an interesting ride when 
we first met Murph at the Rescue 
Centre. 

The young lady who introduced us 
to him said that he enjoyed slashing in 
his water bowl while he was drinking 
& he excelled in scratching & half 
-emptying his kitty litter tray. 

“Oh yes“ she added almost as an 
afterthought “he also loves digging the 
soil out of pot plants.” 

While she was introducing us to Murph she had let him out of his cage 
& into the reception area where he proceeded to dig enthusiastically 
in the one pot plant.

Murphy has been with us now for a year or so. 
Entertaining us with his idiosyncrasies & physical prowess.
Charming us with his cheek & almost total disrespect for our requests 

or commands.
And warming our hearts when he occasionally sits beside us during 

the evening.
When Murphy left the Rescue Centre with us he brought along his 

‘cellmate’ Myrtle but that’s another story.

~ by Clive Bracey

• BLACKWOOD MOGGIES •

03 5338 8123

Catherine.King.MP@aph.gov.au

CatherineKingMP

@CatherineKingMP

Catherine 
KING MP
Federal Member for Ballarat

www.catherineking.com.au
Authorised by Catherine King, Australian Labor Party, 5/9 Sydney Avenue Barton ACT.

Standing up for our Community!

15 Martin St.
Open Sundays 11- 4pm, other times by 
appointment or chance ph 9018 5458

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

THE GARDEN OF ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK

Garden & Nursery 9am - 5pm 
Cafe 10am-4pm Thur – Sun

Membership & gift vouchers available

Entry to wander through St Erth gardens is free for Diggers 
members & children under 16 & $10 for visitors. 

FORK TO FORK CAFE OPEN: 10-4 Thur-Mon
Ph: 03 5368 6520 (no lunches on Mondays)

PET SHENANIGANS WITH SEAMUS
WOOF: In this month’s edition I would like 
to share my knowledge of PANCREATITIS. 
This recent adventure happened to me when 
I naughtily went through the kitchen bin 
devouring gawd knows !! My poor Mum 
didn’t get a wink of sleep as my tummy was 
so uncomfortable & I was taken to work 
(Vets) the next morning.

Pancreatitis is a condition in which the 
pancreas becomes severely inflamed. 
The pancreas is a gland located inside the 
abdomen. It lies next to the first part of the 

intestine just past the stomach. When working normally, the pancreas is 
involved in the digestion of food as well as the release of insulin

What causes Pancreatitis? Pancreatitis occurs when something causes 
damage to the pancreas. Digestive enzymes then leak from the pancreas. 
These enzymes then begin to digest the pancreas itself causing severe 
inflammation. Exactly why this process happens is not yet fully understood, 
however there are some known factors that contribute. 

Hyperlipidaemia: A condition in which pets have persistent high levels of 
fat in their blood. This is due to a problem with their metabolism in which 
they cannot clear the fat from their blood in a normal time.

Obesity: Overweight dogs have a much higher incidence of pancreatitis. 
Dogs are also more likely to develop pancreatitis after eating a fatty meal.

Infections: Bacterial infections of the pancreas can develop after your pet has 
eaten some spoiled or contaminated food. Viral infections can also occur.

Trauma: Any trauma to the abdomen is a potential cause of pancreatitis. 
Eg. Pets hit by cars.

Tumours: Pets can develop cancer of the pancreas

Cortisone: Long term use of cortisone drugs in pets can predispose them 
to bouts of pancreatitis.

How do I know if my pet has Pancreatitis? Your vet makes a tentative 
diagnosis of pancreatitis according to your pets’ health history, its current 
symptoms & by doing a physical examination. However, a blood test needs 
to be done to confirm the diagnosis.

Symptoms of Pancreatitis: loss of appetite, vomiting & occasionally 
diarrhoea, abdominal pain, weakness, reluctance to walk  

How is Pancreatitis treated? The treatment for pancreatitis can vary. Most 
cases of simple pancreatitis are treated by allowing the pancreas to rest & 
recover. This is done by taking all food & water away from your pet. Pets 
are then normally admitted to hospital & are put onto an intravenous drip 

to prevent them from becoming dehydrated from the vomiting that can 
occur. Antibiotics are also sometimes administered. Most cases of simple 
pancreatitis take about 4-5 days to recover completely. Most pets are then 
put on a low-fat diet for a period of time afterward.

Complications of Pancreatitis: In some patients, pancreatitis can become 
very serious. Unfortunately some pets can die from sudden severe 
pancreatitis as they go into shock. In other pets, serious complications can 
occur afterwards. Some complications that can occur include: 

Infection: Occasionally following severe inflammation of the pancreas, 
bacteria can invade the pancreas, causing abscesses to form. These 
abscesses if large enough may need surgery to be removed.

Gall Bladder Blockage: The main duct through which the gall bladder 
(a sac in the liver filled with bile) empties, runs through the pancreas. 
When the pancreas is severely inflamed, it can cause this duct to become 
blocked. This causes a situation similar to gall bladder stones ie. the gall 
bladder continues to fill with bile; this means that bile builds up in the 
bloodstream causing illness. In most pets, once the inflamed pancreas has 
settled down, the duct will reopen & the gallbladder will empty. However, 
in some pets this doesn’t happen & surgery is needed to re-open the duct.

Thankfully I made a full recovery & living true to my name SHAMELESS 
SEAMUS no more bin bingeing for me !!

~ Woof for now ... Seamus



14  The BLACKWOOD TIMES   June ~ July, 2021 June ~ July, 2021  The BLACKWOOD TIMES 15 

Pl
ea

se
 le

t o
ur

 a
dv

er
tis

er
s 

kn
ow

 y
ou

 fo
un

d 
th

em
 in

 T
he

 B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES

Th
e 

B
LA

C
K

W
O

O
D

 T
IM

ES
 th

an
ks

 a
ll 

ou
r 

ad
ve

rt
is

er
s 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
su

pp
or

t.

rider while her elder sister 
& her husband build elite 
motorcycle tracks around 
Australia.

Having become clear 
that she was inspired by her 
father to ride & racing is her 
passion, Stacey said that her 
goal was to “attempt things 
that women are not doing”. 
Stacey at only age 28, has 
titles in Motocross, Road 
Racing, Hill climbing & now 
most recently Endurance. 
Her next goal is to go to 
Europe for the Goodwood 
Festival & as it is an invitation 
only event, her focus is to do 
well here in Australia & score 
an invite.

When asked what she loves 
most about riding & racing 
motorbikes, Stacey said that 
now it is about inspiring other 
women to have a go. As a 
younger rider it was all about 
the thrill of the ride but she 
loves to encourage women 
to venture into this exciting 
sport. Having recently 
obtained her coaching 
licence with Motorcycle 

Australia, Stacey is coaching women to get involved in 
 the sport.

Stacey’s obvious ability to persevere & perform under extreme 
pressure is not only evident in her racing. Stacy is a paramedic & has 
been working with Ambulance Victoria for 7 years now. She enjoys the 
work but is hoping to get on the motorcycle squad which will be the 
perfect merging of her 2 worlds. Good luck Stacey & thanks for sharing 
some of your story.

~ Interview by Karen Bruno

A Young Inspirational Woman visiting 
Blackwood

Stacey Heaney is a young woman going places & she is going there 
very very fast on the back of her Honda XR 200cc 1999 motorcycle. 
Stacey recently visited Blackwood to participate in the Vintage 
Endurance Motorcycle race. The event here in Blackwood attracts 
riders from around the world & this year riders attended from Germany, 
France & America. Stacey was the only female rider in a field of 150 
riders & her performance gained her the Australian Womens’ Title for 
Vintage Endurance Motorcycle Racing. In fact Stacey is the only female 
to finish an Australian Historic enduro title event. 

There are actually only a handful of female motorcycle riders 
competing in Australia & not many more around the world. Stacey 
began riding at the age of 6 in motocross & was inspired to follow her 
father into classic endurance races. She competes now in all disciplines 
of vintage racing: Motocross, Road, Speedway & Endurance but says 
that Road Racing is her favourite.

In the recent Blackwood event Stacey finished 74th out of a field of 
150. The race is run over 3 days & it is a gruelling race where riders 
& their bikes are pushed to the limit & beyond. Accidents happen & 
bikes break down but this is all part of an endurance race. Riders must 
not only finish the race within set times, they must conduct all repairs 
& maintenance themselves. The support crew can hand riders tools but 
not touch the bike or do any of the actual repairs themselves.

At the end of the race day, riders are each given 15 minutes to 
conduct any repairs on the bikes before locking them away for the 
evening. Day one of this year’s event saw Stacey go over a hill & fall 
where she broke a front brake lever. This meant she had to complete 
the race without front brakes which is an outstanding effort because 
riders use the front brakes the most in these types of events. Despite 
this setback Stacey was able to complete the course & also was able to 
conduct the repair after the race within the set times, which meant she 
incurred no penalties for the day.

Day 2 had its own problems for the tenacious young rider. Her seat 
broke off & she had to complete the ride standing up whilst holding 
the seat between her knees for over an hour. As exhausting as that was, 
Stacey needed to take the seat back with her to conduct the repairs so 
she was ready for the final day & again she was able to do this within 
the allotted time without penalties. Amazing work Stacey!

Stacey & her family are a motorbike family. Her father was an 
endurance racer & her younger brother is an A Grade motocross 

Here is Stacey Heaney & Karen Bruno in their 
respective work uniforms at the recent Vintage 

Endurance Race in Blackwood

Compiled by Margot Hitchcock, Historian for the Blackwood & District 

Historical Society. March 2021 ©

NEW YEAR’S DAY - SPORTS DAY - 
BLACKWOOD - 1902

The Bacchus Marsh Express Newspaper - 
January 11 1902.

The Blackwood sports committee & public 
generally was inclined to be pleased with the 
Clerk of the Weather on New Year’s Day. The 

attendance at the sports was much as per usual, about £17 being taken 
at the gates. Entries fell off considerably from other years. Mr T Vigor, 
secretary & numerous staff of stewards, managed the whole concern 
in a creditable way, the events being run through with celerity & to the 
satisfaction of the public. Mr R Matheson, as starter; Messrs. H Cann, 
M Siddal, J.Walter, R. Benson, as handicappers; Messrs. W.Broad, 
& G.Matheson, as judges; performed their numerous duties to the 
satisfaction of all concerned.
The following are the results:

•	 Riflemen’s race, 5 entries, 1st A. Cocciardi; 2nd G Strangman; 3rd 
M. Cocciardi.

•	 Hurdle race, 1st J.Coleman; 2nd P.Healy; 4 entries.

•	 Miners race, 1st M. Cocciardi; 2nd A Cocciardi; 5 entries.

•	 Half-mile race, 1st T.Healy; 2nd J. Daymon; 3 entries.

•	 Figure 8, 5 entries, 1st A. Taylor, 36 sec.

•	 Hop, step & jump, 8 entries, 1st J.Colman; 2nd T.Healy.

•	 Cannon ball, 8 entries, 1st J.Colman, 21ft. 4in.

•	 Throwing cricket ball, 18 entries, 1st , Colman, 95 yds.

•	 Hammer & Drill contest, time 15 minutes, 1st . T.N.Terrill, A.Cocciardi, 
19 inches.

Of interest to the Blackwood Sports on New Year’s Day 1902 is a 
phone call this author had from Kathleen Maxwell regarding a story 
her mother told her of her Grandfather Antonio Cocciardi who took 
part in the Blackwood Sports Day at the Blackwood Sports Ground. 

Her mother remembered a big grassed area with pine trees around 
& a big stone wall at the back end. On this wall Antonio told her that at 
the sports he entered a competition to see who was the fastest to drill a 
hole in the wall like they did in the mines where they would plug the 
hole with dynamite.

In the above sports results we can see that A. Cocciardi (Antonio) 
won a prize for the Hammer & Drill contest & for drilling a hole of 
nineteen inches. This author went with 2 of her grandchildren to 
inspect the wall at the Sports Ground in January 2008 & found & 
photographed about 10 holes which would be the ones drilled for the 
New Year’s Day Annual Sports Day. No doubt other holes were drilled 
in subsequent years if further newspapers were checked. In other 
sports results above we can see where A. (Antonio) Cocciardi also 
won the Riflemen’s race & his brother M. (Michael) Cocciardi came 
third. In the Miner’s Race Michael Cocciardi came 1st & Antonio came 
second. (Vincenzo) Charles Cocciardi was a gold miner in Blackwood 
who lived in Blackwood with his family. He built the water-race 
behind the Mineral Springs which was named after him & the water 
carried in these races was used by the miners for sluicing their gold.A 
pleasant walk along this water-race track will take you past big ferns & 
maidenhair ferns, & Moonlight Gully, towards Golden Point.

Further research shows - Buried in the Roman Catholic section of 
the Blackwood cemetery is Vincent (Vincenzo) Charles Cocciardi died 
24 April 1918 aged 81years (born 1837) & his wife Jane (nee Roach) 

THE HISTORY & PIONEERS OF BLACKWOOD - NEWSPAPER REPORTS

TOP: Walk along fern walk on Cocciardi’s Race from Mineral springs to Golden 
Point. 2008. Above L: Grave of Vincent Cocciardi at Blackwood Cemetery 2008 

Above R: Rock wall at Sports Ground with holes drilled in it. 2008 
Photos courtesy of Margot Hitchcock

To all our advertisers, 
contributors & supporters, 
thank-you ... we love you!

Cocciardi aged 76 years, died October 24, 1918 (born 1842). In an 
adjoining grave is a male child who died aged one day old in 1881 & 
an infant Vincenzo John Roach Cocciardi died aged 2 months old in 
1885. 

Jane would have been about 39 years old when the day old child 
died in 1881, then she gave birth to her last child when she was about 
43 years old & he died aged 2 months old in 1885.

Vincent & Jane Cocciardi had 9 children all born in Blackwood. Jane 
Cocciardi (nee Roach) died 6 months to the day after Vincenzo at the 
age of 76 in 1918.

 Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The History & 
Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon. Other books published by 
Margot Hitchcock – “Aspects of Early Blackwood”, Some History of SimmonsReef, 
Blackwood” & “The Billy Pincombe Tragedy”. See – www.blackwoodpublishing.
com For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot Hitchcock 
– email – margothitchcock@bigpond.com

ADVERTISE FREE: 
BUY, TRADE or SELL

Have you got something to sell or give away, trade 
or are you looking to buy something?  

(local, private adverts only) 
email team@theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341
5368 1355

Pizza: Wed, Thurs, Fri Sat, 6-8pm & Sun noon-8
Tues:  Parma and Pasta $18
Friday: Happy Hour 5–7, $3.50 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed – Sun: Full Menu Dinner
Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm (closed Monday)

LARGE BEER GARDEN AT REAR
General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams, 

grocery items, take away bottleshop, 
newspapers daily, bread, ice

&  anything else you may just need. 
Shop opens at 10am every day

and is open late with Pub.
LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page
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         • BEYOND BLACKWOOD •

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun
Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

  

         • BEYOND BLACKWOOD •

The Saints Senior Football team have started the season 5 from 5 games 
going undefeated so far at Round 6, the whole club is excited to have such 
a great start to the season & Senior Coach Rick Dowling is elated in how 
his men are performing. The team has suffered injuries to some key players 
but the depth of talent & drive at the club remain strong resulting in players 
stepping up & filling holes when required. 

The Reserves have also had a strong start to the season with only the one 
loss. Our netballers & juniors have not had the start to the season we were 
hoping for, however as numbers in our juniors continue to grow, regardless 
of the score, it is great to see everyone back playing community sport.

Photos are of some of our Saints in action.

~ by Mikaela Fleming

BIRDS IN BALLAN WINTER FESTIVAL: 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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ph: (03) 53681230
fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, farm 
produce/produce store 

papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee 
confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

1 Market St     ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm
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LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 0417 335 831
(leave a message if no answer)

• Car Parks • Arrows • Speed Humps
• Pre Cast Kerbing • Numbering
• Bollards • Safety Mirrors
• Safety Lines & Safety Signs

All Areas
MICK

0408 999 643
tclinemarking@yahoo.com.au

TOWN & COUNTRY
LINE MARKING P/L

Registered Builders | CDB-U 56564� | HIA member 605135

Call or email for a quote � � � � � ��
Nick Dear 0421593998

nick@dearandsons.com.au

Talk to us first, big or small builds, 
design & project management
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