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GLAMOROUS LOCAL
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? PARTIES WITH SHAWS Shaws Lake
Blackwood Times Meeting p2 LAKE SHARKS. "

Storm Doco input p2 Search Continues

WANT SOMETHING TO DO? We' o sh ¢ real. local N Siippery Rocks
Kill that bloody wasp p7 e're running short of real, local news

. community interest stories. Please send us Deép Water Sharks
Take a walk in our forest p8 Y - -

WANT SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT? what you have — photos, opinions, artwork,

The psychology of 6 months after p13 stories, poems, recipes. Save us the search
WAIKI% A GlgGyGLE? P and spare us an alien invasion front page Poor Mobile Reception

How t K 15 next issue! :
ow 10 cook a goose p Oh wait, there’s the glamorous local alive : mﬂ,m i
i Emoommended

& well on page 7. PHEW!

WARNING

Submerged Objects

The Blackwood Times acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin
Nation, the Traditional Owners of the land, waters & forest where we
live & work. We pay deep respect to Elders past, present & emerging.
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EDITOR’S THOUGHTS...

Hello Blackwoodians,

Did | hear things were going to improve in 20222 Here we are with
another COVID issue. The past 2 years have been really hard on our
tiny team of 3. With no events & no real happenings we have still
managed to scrape together fun issues. When we started to put this
issue together | mentioned to Bren that I'd really like to do a fun front
cover to brighten up our days - so we arranged a novelty news item.
My it was fun, | hope it gives you a giggle.

To continue to be published we need people. We do not create
content, our role is to collate your stories into a publication. To that
end, please read my article to the left & contact me if you would like
to know more.

~ Jinny Coyle, Co-ordinator
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EMERGENCY WILDLIFE RESCUE
www.wildlifeshelter.org.au

WILDLIFE RESCUE 24 HOURS

1300 badgar
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MEMBER 2022

Thank you to our helpers, our regular contributors & our advertisers.

The Community Newspaper Association of
Victoria (CNAV) is the peak body representing
not-for-profit community newspapers across
Victoria. CNAV works actively with its
members to enhance the capacity & standing
of community newspapers, to enable them to
fully realise their vital role in communities.

Brendan Hehir

Sandy Schmidt

Jimmy Olsen played by...

Community Co-ordinator

Team Members

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

The BLACKWOODTIMES invites submissions from the community. If
you're at a local event please take a photo or two & write a few lines
to share in our community news. Deadlines are as follows

Kathy Berrill, Fiona Ross

Advertisers book space

Regular Contributors, Features & Items of
Interest, Community Groups & Clubs

Display Ad Artwork

Late breaking News

NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions,
display ads & articles to team@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or
post to The Blackwood Times, PO Box 39 Blackwood, 3458.

Download our Advertising Rate Card & back issues (in colour)
from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au &, while you're there,
sign-up to join our eList & follow us https://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any
article or advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not
necessarily those of the Blackwood Times Team or the publishers.

The BLACKWOOD TIMES is produced as a community service &
supported by Blackwood Progress Assoc.

theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au Phone: 0491 061 717

©2021 auspiced by Blackwood Progress Association Inc

* READY & WAITING FOR A TEAM -

For 5 years we've been trying to hand the Blackwood Times over to
the community. Initially we thought just having a few volunteers on
board helping out with little tasks would work. It didn’t — volunteers
drop off & move on without finding someone to replace them.

A few years later we tried to hand the whole kit & kaboodle over to
a new team — that didn’t work out either.

Just over 2 years ago an open meeting was held with a view to
creating a working team, with Progress auspicing us. Using combined
funding from the Shire, Progress & Crown Reserves, we set up office
at the hall & concentrated on aquiring the equipment we needed to
re-locate there — computers, mobile phone for hotspotting at the hall,
new banks account & systems etc etc.

Then a beast called COVID hit so we couldn’t use the office but
Brendan, Kathie Berrill & | continued to put issues together, pulling
in whatever favours we could for content. We are very very grateful
to our regular contributors - we simply couldn’t have continued for
so long without your submissions. We are pretty happy with what
we have come up with (thanks Kath). But no more — we cannot keep
publishing without a full team.

We are calling a meeting to create an incorporated body to take
over the publication of the Times from the JuneJuly 2022 issue. It will
be held in the office at the hall on at 6.30pm on Thursday February 24
. If a team is formed we will train & support them until the last issue of
2022 when we will resign. If a commitee is not formed at this meeting
the AprilMay 2022 issue will be our last.

Please let your Blackwoodian friends & neighbours know about this
meeting & show up to support our on-going publication.

STORM DOCO

Do you have records of your June storm experience: video, photo,
audio, a written account or maybe a story you'd like to tell?

Film producer & Blackwood local, Lizzette Atkins, has contracted
filmmaker, Tibor Hegedis, to help us tell the story of the monster storm
from a Blackwood perspective. There’ll be plenty of interesting drone
footage as well as interviews with locals (& other experts).

We're hoping to document the (ongoing) event from social,
economic & scientific points of view, to be both a community record
& a tool for engaging government. (also see p13)

Contact us : editor@theblackwoodtimes | Brendan 0419137812

MOORABOOL LIVE & LOCAL

Moorabool Shire is pleased to announce Blackwood’s Cat Moser as
the Live & Local program curator. Cat is an artist, musician, performer
& teacher. She is passionate about live music & believes in the cultural
value of the arts & its ability to revive & enrich communities. Her
role is to build & strengthen the capacity of our local grassroots live
music communities, including musicians, businesses, venues & local
industry workers. She will lead the engagement & programming of
local musician & businesses to participate in micro-festival events,
professional development workshops & a local industry forum. Cat
will also assist in community mapping as part of strategic planning for
the growth of the local live music community.

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?

MONTH/ Rainfall (mm) Rainfall Temp monthly | Temp monthly | Temp average | Temp average | Temp average for

YEAR historical min (deg C) max (deg C) daily max (deg | daily min (deg month (deg C)
average (mm) C) (%)

Nov '21 106.8 75.5 -1.1 27.9 17.8 5.5 11.2

Dec '21 52.1 61.7 1.6 33.7 22.7 6.9 14.2

November was a lot wetter and colder this year compared to other
years. We had an annual rainfall of 1163mm which was above the
historical average of 977.2mm.

~ Don Owen

A NEW LOCAL AUTHOR

I've written a novel, my first ever attempt. It is a mystery / suspense
story called “This Valley is Mine”. I've attached the back cover
blurb below. It can be purchased through Amazon Australia, in
both paperback & e-book. Delivery from them is surprisingly quick,
although current issues may slow it down. I do still have a few
copies at home, & would be quite happy to drop one off to any
Blackwoodian wanting one. The Amazon price is $19.95. I will sell
the copies | currently have for $17, but be quick, there are only a
handful left. If there is enough interest, | may get another shipment.
Just let me know!

~ Cheers, Phil Porter porterstaka@gmail.com

This Valley is Mine

Stumbling across the grizzly find of two murdered bodies on a
lonely hillside in the middle of nowhere, was a one in a million
chance. It now meant that they too must die.

Right from the start, this simple camping trip seemed somehow
wrong. First was coming totally unexpectedly across the old blind
man, sitting all alone in the long-abandoned, ghostly ruins of a
remote mining village. The symbols he drew in the red dust, the
haunting chant he kept repeating over & over was more than just
a little disconcerting. Then a visit to their remote camp from a
threatening, angry young man who appeared seemingly out of
nowhere, had made him wish he was elsewhere.

Now he was on the run, his young work partner dead, battling not
only an unseen killer, but the fierce tropical weather. This deep,

The Blackwood
& Hat Shoppe

15 Martin St.
Open Sundays 11- 4pm, other times by
appointment or chance ph 9018 5458

narrow canyon he thought to be

his saviour, was now his prison.
Trapped with nowhere to go & water
rapidly rising, he was now forced

to make a decision fast, a decision
that would change his life forever, in
ways he could never have imagined.
Meanwhile 2 policemen sent to
search for the missing men rekindle
an old friendship & close bond, a
bond that was soon to be tested to
the limit. Set in an extremely remote,
wild valley in Australia’s vast &
rugged tropical North, this novel is
centred around a hauntingly beautiful
valley that few ever visit, but which
someone claimed, a place that he
was more than prepared to kill for, to
keep it his own.

PHIL POR

THIS VALLEY

MINE

IS

ED NOTE: EBook is
also available on kindle
unlimited

CHILDREN NO LONGER A MYSTERY

Last issue we did a call out to see if anyone could shed light
on who the children were in the photo to the left.

Around Christmas time we got a call from a gentleman who
grew up in Blackwood & was visiting on his annual trip. He
was astounded to see the photo.

He says “I refer to our recent conversation regarding
the photo that was published on page 3 of the Blackwood
Times, and hereunder are the names of some of the children
that attended the Blackwood primary school circa 1950.
Front row: Margaret Mitchell, Judith Dalton, Margaret
Dalton, Norman Hando, Not known, Not known.
Second Row: John Mitchell, Not known (perhaps a
Matheson), Not known, Graeme Burkett, Not known.
| also attended the school periodically at that time.
The children | have named as well as myself, were under
the care of Alma and Ernest Burkett at their home now
known as “Ambleside”. They only had one child - Graeme.
Hope this information assists others in identifying the
“unknowns”.

~ John Tannock

Historical photos of the Anglican Church courtesy of Robyn Zanon

ADVERTISE FREE: BUY TRADE or SELL

Have you got something to sell or give away, trade or are you looking to buy something?
ﬁocal private adverts only) email team@theblackwoodtimes.com.au
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* A WORD OR 2 FROM ALLY °

Happy New Year to all in the Blackwood & surrounding areas. |
hope you were all able to spread some well-needed Christmas cheer
over the last month & gather safely.

| was shattered to hear of the cancellation of the Re-Dedication of
St Martin’s Chapel gathering. | look forward to celebrating with you
all soon | hope. (see p9)

A bit of Council news for all. Back in December the Blackwood
Tennis Courts was chosen from a list of projects to receive funding
from the Commonwealth Local Roads & Community Infrustructure
Program, Round 3. This funding allows for the delivery of upgrades at
the reserve to the value of $140,000.00.

Greendale-Myrniong Rd Footpath Renewal also made the short list,
with works from Shuter Avenue to Hastings Road to be completed
this year.

The Australian Government created the program to support local
Councils to deliver priority local road & community infrastructure
projects across Australia, supporting jobs & the resilience of local
economies to help communities bounce back from the COVID-19
pandemic.

Just a reminder to anyone that is still effected by the storms from
2021 & the deluge of rain just recently to reach out to our Storm
Recovery Team for help & support. It is as easy as calling the Council
to be put through to the team.

Please feel free to contact me on 0428 116 001 or amunari@
moorabool.vic.gov.au for a chat.

Take care & stay safe through the summer period.

~ Cr Ally Munari

BLACKWOOD MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Due to COVID nil rides have taken place but we are hoping that
February brings us better weather and able to get out without being
contained by this virus.

~ Brett Bond

BLACKWOOD CRICKET CLUB

Blackwood had another win on Saturday January 22 after a 2 week
bye. We are still short on players as we had 2 juniors in our team (&
not to be sexist )1 was a young female who did very well. We have 2
games at home, both being one dayers, February 5 & 12.

February 12 will be sponsors day & March 5 will be our last
home game before finals. This game will also be half price drinks for
members.

~ President Brian Suters

e BOUQUET ¢

Thank-you.

On behalf of my family, I would like to say thank you to the many
people who expressed condolences on the passing oa Allan.

Thanks to Blackwood Cemertary Trust, Crawfors, Genevieve
Messenger, catering staff, Blackwood Crown Reserves, Blackwood
Senior Citizens, The Blackwood TImes, all of who helped make the
day easier.

Many thanks

~ Elizabeth Hall & family.

see The Blackwood TImesDecJan 2022 issue p6-7

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as

Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 30km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don't

hesitate. Leave early.

How well do you know fire?

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Plan. Act. Survive. Goto

!: "! : ORIA
State
Government
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HOW TO SAFELY LOCATE & DESTROY A WASP NEST

Our Wasp Problem: For several years ‘pre-Covid’, European wasps
were becoming quite a problem in Blackwood.

The last 3 Easter Carnivals were blighted by wasps: in one incident, a
child who had been stung inside the mouth had to be rushed to hospital.

Landcare ran a wasp eradication campaign back in those halcyon
days. Perhaps to the surprise of many (definitely me included), it
actually worked.

Because of these efforts, the past 3 years have been relatively wasp
free in & around town. To be fair Covid would have played a role too
— fewer people & less food waste means fewer wasps.

But it wasn’t just Covid — locals found & killed hundreds of queens,
& destroyed dozens of nests. Well done us!

It's That Time Again: The time for killing queens (late summer) this
season has passed, but the time for finding & destroying those elusive
wasp nests is upon us. It looks like 2022 will again be a bad year for the
wasps of Blackwood & a good year for the humans of Blackwood, but let's
not take any chances. Here are a few tips to help you in your wasp nest
eradication efforts.

Is it Safe? Yes, provided you take sensible precautions. For example
when you are eradicating a wasp nest, wear clothing that doesn’t leave
skin exposed. Long sleeves shirts & trousers, no exposed midriff or
ankles. Button up cuffs & collars so that wasps can’t buzz around
inside your clothing & sting you — recalling that wasps, unlike honey
bees, can sting multiple times. To protect your face you can make a veil
fro, gauze or netting. Drape it over a soft hat & tuck it into your collar,
all around your neck. No gaps. Especially if you find a nest that’s above
ground, make sure you're fully covered & buttoned. You don’t want
wasps flying horizontally into the sleeves of your shirt for example.

What do they look like? Hopefully you already know this, but just
in case: European wasps are quite a bit larger than honey bees, & they
are brightly coloured in yellow & black. No other colours.

If 1 find a Wasp Nest, what are my options? You can call a pest
eradicator, or someone in town who's experienced at destroying nests,
or you if you feel confident & take the necessary precautions, do it
yourself. If you're not able bodied, don’t attempt to do it. & if you've
ever had an allergic reaction to wasp or bee stings, or are prone to
allergies generally, you absolutely should not attempt to destroy a
wasp nest. If you do decide to destroy it yourself, | highly recommend
getting someone experienced to help you for at least the first nest. If
I’'m around, I'd be happy to assist.

How Do You Safely Destroy a European Wasp Nest? The only safe
& effective way of destroying a wasp nest is to use wasp powder.
You ‘puff’ the powder into & around the entrance of the nest. Wasps
entering the nest carry it in on their bodies & it kills the wasps inside.
It works quickly & it is very effective.

By far the best time to do it is in the evening, when the wasps are all
back home in their nest. There’s no need to wait until it's pitch black;
you don’t want to be stumbling around in the dark. Some people use
a red torch or torch with red cellophane over it, as wasps can't see
much red. | just use a dim torch. Follow the instructions on the wasp
powder container. There will be a guard wasp or two at the entrance
of the nest. Try & take these out first, | sometimes use a blast of insect
spray. Regardless, make sure the first puff of the wasp powder hits
them first, or else they will signal your presence to the other wasps,
& you don’t want that to happen. Do it quickly & don’t under do the
powder. | always use much more powder than is strictly necessary, for
my own peace of mind. Then, walk briskly away from the nest & let
the powder do its work. Don’t hang around - go home & come back
the next day to see the result.

Wrong & Bad Ways of Destroying a Nest: NEVER try to “burn them
out” with fuel. This is a bad & dangerous idea, plus you might just
set fire to the forest, which would be embarrassing for all concerned.
DON'T try to dig the nest out. Say you know where a wasp nest is &
you happen to have a backhoe or similar. DON'T try & dig it out or
bury it. If you cave the nest in, expect a large number of angry wasps
to emerge. If you bury it, they will simply tunnel out, & will likewise
be cross.

Where Can | Get this Wasp Powder Stuff? Garden nursery or
hardware store. Supermarket if you're lucky.

So Where Are European Wasp Nests? Under the ground, in any sort
of wall cavity, in accumulated rubbish or junk, in a tree or up a tree.

About 80% of nests are underground, & that’s good because these
ones are generally much easier to find.

They have an obvious, clearly-defined hole (well, once you spot it).
It will be 4-10cm in diameter & appear black against the background
of earth or clay, provided it's not obscured by branches of bushes
(sometimes they are)

Ok, But How Can I Find the Damn Nest? If the nest is in your house,
you may literally hear them. Easy peasy, but maybe a bit scary. If it's
in your yard, they're going to be all over the place & driving you nuts.
You'll have little trouble finding the nest. Follow the ‘wasp gradient’
to its source.

If it’s outside your house or yard... well, I won't lie to you: it will
require quite a bit of time & patience to find the nest.

But don’t despair: if you persist, you'll likely find it. And if you do
find & destroy the nest, your neighbours for at a radius of at least 100m
will be in your debt. They should buy you a beer or 2, minimum.

Basically the technique is to follow the wasps back to their nest. But
before you do that - speak to your neighbours - if you're lucky, one of
them might already have an idea of where the nest is. Plus you get to
interact with your neighbours, which is always a good thing.

Tracking wasps isn’t as easy as it might sound, because when wasps
are foraging, which is what they’re doing most of the time, their flight
paths are fairly random.

If you're seeing quite a lot of wasp activity — wasps flying hither &
yon all over the place — the wasp nest will be quite near, say within a
radius of 50 metres. That doesn’t mean the nest will be easy to find.
Especially during the daytime, it’s quite challenging to track wasps to
their nests. Only if the nest is quite near, say within 25m, there’s a
reasonable chance of finding it in daytime. The technique is to wander
around slowly to see if you can find a spot where there seems to be
a lot of wasps buzzing about. That means you’re near the nest: even
during the daytime, wasps must travel from & return to their nests. But
the best time to look for wasp nests is late afternoon / early evening,
when wasps return to their nest. At that time you have a much better
chance of following them back to the nest. Also, you will be destroying
all of them (because they’re all home); & they are less active.

Stand still & watch them for a good while - perhaps 10 minutes - to
see if you can discern an average direction. If so, walk in that direction
for a little bit, & stop, & do the same thing again. With luck, you're
walking towards the nest. Rinse & repeat.

If at some point you observe wasps all converging on one point, for
example towards the ground, you have found your nest.

Maybe you aren't ready to deal with it right now. That’s ok - mark
the location (not the nest itself of course!) with some sticks or stones or
spray paint & come back the next day to deal with it.

Late afternoon / early evening is a good time to hunt for wasp nests
for another reason also: it's a much easier to see insects silhouetted
against the setting sun. Position yourself accordingly - you need to be
looking towards the setting sun.

If you're patient enough, you will find the nest, eventually, & it’s a
very exciting moment. The good news is that once you’ve found your
first nest, it will be quite a bit easier to find the next one, if & when
you do that. After about 3 or 4 nests, you'll find you've tuned into the
game, & you will be pretty adept at it. It’s kind of addictive!

~ Good luck! Peter Donelly

Glamorous  Local
approaches  Sharkie
for  another lap

around Shawk’s Lake.




February ~ March 22 The BLACKWOOD TIMES 9

Every morning my kelpie, Lydia, is
bouncing up & down waiting at the
door for her walk. We often meet up
with Jane & her fox terrier, Baxter,, &
set off for an hour or so in the beautiful
Wombat Forest.

Apart from the exercise, we spend
a lot of time looking at the different
flowers popping up every season. Last
week we were exploring Easter Monday
Mine Track (above Garden of St Erth),
admiring this lovely view, with fringe
lilies at our feet.

I will miss these walks so much when
I leave for England in March but will be
taking lots of photos back with me &
will still walk in the woods every day.

~ Brenda Hunter
RIGHT photos by Jane Howatt

BELOW: Alli & William love
wandering in the bush with Mum &
Oskar. On one recent walk William was
heard to say “I just love this Country so

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES
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Blackwood CFA

Happy New Year to everyone.

Hoping this New Year sees us in a better position than the last couple
of years.

Be careful while out & about as trees still present a danger to people,
vehicles & property. Contact the SES on 13 25 00 for trees against
buildings or blocking driveway access & call Moorabool Council if you
notice any trees that could fall & cause injury or worse. REMEMBER
that your safety is the first priority & keep well clear of dangerous trees.

Summer is well & truly here with Fire Restrictions in place & will be
enforced. While La Nina moisture is keeping things a little green, a run
of hot dry weather will soon increase the fire danger.

A quiet fire season so far in our area, but Blackwood CFA has
provided strike team personnel to the large fire at Langkoop in the far
west of the state. This grass fire burnt out over 7300 hectares with the
loss of a large number of stock.

After the prolonged power outage following the June storm, the
brigade has acquired a portable Pelican lighting system. This can
be used for incidents providing a brightly lit area to work in, giving
us high visibility, enhancing the safety of people in & around the
incident site.

Truck & car fires produce toxic smoke & require breathing apparatus
(BA) for CFA to safely fight the fire. Ballarat District 15 has been
encouraging brigades along the Western Highway corridor to train in
the use of BA. Greendale has now acquired a Breathing Apparatus
(BA) set on their tankers & this has the added advantage of providing
Blackwood with BA support along with Trentham, for structure & car
fires. BA is of great use in a confined smoke filled area such as a
building fire.

Have you checked your fire plan & ensured it is current? It is a good
idea to constantly review it during the year, even in winter so that you
are always prepared.

During these warmer periods it is a good time to get your flue
inspected, serviced & cleaned. Some house fires are caused in the
colder months when the fire is first lit & the flue is not cleared.

THE FIRST PRIORITY IS YOUR SAFETY

Always ring 000 in the case of any emergency. If you have a fire &
do manage to put it out, it is better to have us responding than to wait
until it is too late.

For more information contact the station on 5368 6526 on Sunday
mornings over the summer period & the first Sunday of every month
during the rest of the year, as we are there for training & equipment
checks.

Never let complacency set in & always be prepared, no matter what
the season.

Always keep an eye on the weather forecasts.

Remember that the Refuge is a last resort measure & that you should
have your Fire Plan in place.

If you are interested in joining, we always welcome new members.
We can be contacted at the station or via the Brigade Facebook page.

DO NOT USE FACEBOOK IF YOU ARE REPORTING AN
EMERGENCY... ALWAYS RING 000

~ Karl Church, Community Safety Liaison Officer,
Blackwood Fire Brigade

Blackwood Historical Society

Thank you to the sponsors for our raffle: Blackwood Hotel, Sue
Donnolly, Blackwood PO, K&G Whiffen, M&C Devinish, Moorabool
News, ] Darwin.

The amount raised was $450-

Prize winners were Robyn, Rachel & Carlson, Steve (Yarra Valley)
B Moore, Peter Donnelly, Deidre, Tony Neil (Melb) Margaret Devlin.

Thank you to all & Moorabool News for the donation.

Next meeting February at the Blackwood Historical Police Stables.

~ Elizabeth Hall

e COMMUNITY GROUP UPDATES

Blackwood Progress

Planning for the Easter Carnival is progressing well. Naturally the
committee will keep a close eye on the COVID situation as community
safety continues to be our prime concern.

~ Brendan Hehir, President
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Blackwood Uniting Church - St Martin’s
Chapel

This is it! We have a new date for the rededication & opening of the
Uniting Church St Martin’s Chapel. It is Saturday, February 19. Yay!

Thank you to the community for your support & understanding
when we had to make the regrettable decision to postpone at the last
minute in December. The decision was made as a precaution & with
everyone’s welfare in mind.

But now we are ready to go & we have come up with a new plan to
keep us as safe as possible while celebrating & having a great time. We
are going to split the planned activities over a number of days.

The official rededication, the procession, art show, market stalls,
Devonshire teas & sausage sizzle will be held on the 19th of February.
The concert featuring our fantastic & talented local musicians will
happen at a later date as will the Taster Sessions.

The raffle for the patchwork quilt to raise money for St Martin’s
was drawn by Karen Bruno on January 8 in front of the Post Office.
Congratulations to our winner Em, who is a patchworker herself &
really appreciated the work, patterns & colours in the quilt. (It was
such a thrill to ring Em & tell her of her win as she was genuinely
so excited.)

Thank you to all those who bought tickets & to Carole & team &
Karen for selling the tickets. We made $302, which allowed us to pay
the electricity & water bills this time round.

It will be fantastic to see you at the Chapel on February 19 to
celebrate our wonderful community & the refurbishment of our church
which is now 126 years old.

If you would like to hire the Chapel or have an idea for an event please
contact Robyn on 53686792 or email robyn.zanon@gmail.com

~ Robyn Zanon

Your community wants to know about your club or organisation,
what your focus in the community is & how you would like support,
please email your regular reports to Sandy at — galaxyss@hotmail.
com by the 15th of the month prior to the publishing date.

Sign up at theblackwoodtimes.com.au to get deadline reminders.
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Well  howdy doody to all
my mates in Blackwood.
I do hope you all had a wonderful
| Christmas & a very happy new year so far.
| hope Santa was very generous to all &
you had plenty to eat. | know I did. Santa
brought Joanie & | some lovely new toys
to play with. Our favourites are the mini
kong balls that squeak & we love to chase
them in the house. | also love the large
tennis balls Mum & Dad threw into the
dam to retrieve. The water is absolutely
beautiful & warm at the moment & we have so many tadpoles to try
to catch. So much fun. It is so nice that Mum spends so much time
gardening so Joanie & | can run around all day with her. Joanie & |
have our hair appointment next week so we both look forward for our
day at the spa baths & a short hair cut because we both get hot in this
warm weather but Mum says it is a lot hotter where she comes from
so | shouldn’t complain too much. We have a new friend who comes
over when her Mum is at work & her name is Clover. She is very small
& is constantly looking for mice & rats. Yucky | say so I'm glad it’s her
doing the dirty work. But she always has time for a swim with me.
So until next time doggies & cats & birds & so on.

From, as Mum always calls me...

~ Stretchy Fletchy!
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Entry to wander through St Erth gardens is free for Diggers
members & children under 16 & $10 for visitors.

FORK TO FORK CAFE
Ph: 03 5368 6520

for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514

or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

e FLETCHERS ADVENTURES ° e BLACKWOOD WOMBIES °

Happy New Year from Wombat Bookclub. Now summer is here, it's
a nice chance to bask in the summer sunshine, well, in between the
rain that is. Here at bookclub, we read a book a month then meet the
third Sunday in each month. Times & venue are subject to change. The
last couple of times we have met for lunch at The Garden of St Erth. A
very pleasant environment to share thoughts about the book we have
just read & socialise. It offers the participant not only a chance to read
about topics & novels which we may not think to pick up; & keep us
in touch with others of our community.

If you would like information about our lovely, informal gathering
please contact Rose at rcarrington1@hotmail.com

The 2 books we recently read were - ‘Hamnet’ by Maggie O'Farrell,
& ‘The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart’ by Holly Ringland.

Hamnet is fictional, inspired by Hamnet being the only son of
William Shakespeare & Ann Hathaway. The book is a twist on a
Shakespheare’s play but a woman as a protagonist. A young woman
becomes ill, & her brother Hamnet is on the quest for a cure for her. |
found the read a bit obscure at times, hence this review.

Some readers read the whole way through waiting for something to
happen. Was there an ending, a conflict resolved or a question? That,
my friends were to be or not to be, must be construed by the reader.

The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart is heart-warming story of a young
Alice whose life took on a dramatic change after tragically taken from
her. Her Grandmother, a flower farmer, takes her in. Alice learns to
grieve through relating emotions & language to flowers. A story of
love, grief & betrayal.

Anne: My take on the book The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart....

A beautifully written & sensitive book by a great Australian author.

Lovely explanations of the hidden rationale for giving/having certain
flowers for specific occasions. | had no idea there was actually a
“language”. However reflecting on things my Mum & Grandmother
used to say about certain flowers i.e. red roses & white lilies etc it
now makes sense that there is a whole “culture” behind the meanings
of flowers.

The book itself was a lovely portrayal of Australian life & its
harshness, beauty & the mixed social & cultural relationships that
evolved on the multi-generational flower growing property near the
Grampians.

It touched on the harshness of mixed social & ethnic cultures & the
issues of family violence & its long term impacts.

A great read, a bit slow at times but overall lovely & well worth
the time.

Robyn: | think it is beautifully written & a lovely gentle read. It
makes you think & question your own thoughts.

As | haven’t read the end, it is difficult to complete the review, but |
hope that helps a bit!

* LETTERS TO THE EDITOR °

Dear Editor,

As a long term resident of Blackwood I thought | would relate my
experience.

A large tree branch had fallen down in one of the many storms &
| was conveying the green waste to the tip. My choices are Ballan
or Trentham, having only a small ute | decided to take the waste
piecemeal depending on which way my day panned out.

My loads were exactly the same size & | think in science that is
called a control.

First load goes to Trentham tip where | was charged $12, then the
next load went to Ballan tip &, you guessed it, | was charged $34 for
the same amount?

Not being a mathematician | could not calculate the percentage
difference but if | was on the board of ASIC | would probably be
writing out a summons.

As a rate payer in one shire & not the other there seems to be very
little advantage in being in the Moorabool Club.

~ Nick Dear
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PET SHENANIGANS WITH SEAMUS

Woof: In this month’s edition | would like to discuss FOOD
INTOLERANCE. Or upset tummy as we like to call in our house.

: When your dog has a food intolerance,
| this means that they are not able to
properly digest an ingredient in their
food. This results in
gastrointestinal upsets like vomiting,
| increased flatulence, and diarrhoea.

| Food intolerance is quite a common
issue with 1 in 3 dogs suffering from
digestive disorders. While it is not a
serious condition, it can cause your dog
discomfort so it is best to seek veterinary
advice as soon as you see the symptoms.

Unlike FOOD ALLERGIES, which are immune reactions to proteins

that generally show on the skin, food intolerances in dogs often
appear as stomach issues.
However, as some of the symptoms can overlap, if your dog is
experiencing skin or stomach sensitivities, you should take them in
to see your local Vet who will be able to diagnose which ailment is
affecting your dog and provide you with the correct treatment advice.
Signs your dog may have a stomach issue:
runny stools, mucous like jelly in the stools, specks of fresh blood in
the stools, gassy, vomiting, abdominal pain, gurgling stomach, weight
loss, loss of appetite.

Food intolerance

Dogs can have a variety of adverse reactions to food. These are
often all incorrectly ascribed as food allergies, however this is only
one of the forms that adverse food reactions can take. All the other
types of negative reactions to food that do not involve the immune
system are known as food intolerances.

Though they may produce a similar reaction in the body, food
intolerances are different from allergies in a number of ways. Food
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NO ONE' S
UNSINKABLE

To all those Unsinkable Guys out there -

You might think it’s safe to have a few drinks around
water, skip the lifejacket when you're out on the boat
or go for a swim without checking the conditions.

But statistics prove that 4 out of 5 drownings are men.

Just remember that no one’s unsinkable.

Q UNSINKABLE GUY

RETHINK
TAKING RISKS
AROUND
WATER

intolerances are not caused by a dog’s immune system, so symptoms
can appear the very first time that a dog consumes the trigger food.
Just like lactose intolerance in humans, these symptoms are typically
one-off bouts of diarrhoea or upset stomachs. However if you are
regularly feeding your dog a diet that contains the ingredient they are
intolerant to, this means that they will experience chronic digestive
issues. You can prevent your dog from experiencing an intolerance to
their food by removing the offending item from their diet.

Transitioning to new food

In general, dogs have more sensitive stomachs than humans
and can experience digestive upsets if you suddenly change their
diet. If you are switching your dog to a different brand of food, or
food with different ingredients, It is recommended <https:/www.
greencrossvets.com.au/transitioning-dog-cat-to-new-food/> gradually
introducing this over a period of 14 days. Note that some dogs may
take longer than this.

What to expect at your dog’s health check

If your dog is displaying signs of stomach sensitivities, take them in
to see a your local Vet who will determine whether these symptoms
are caused by your dog’s diet. If this is the case, they will be able
to recommend a new food for your pet that is suited for sensitive
stomachs and will not contain the offending ingredient. Once you
have correctly transitioned your dog to this new diet, their symptoms
often resolve within a few days. Take them in for a check up if
symptoms persist.

... Seamus

~ Woof for now

JOIN THE FUN & STAY UP-TO-DATE ON
FACEBOOK

hittps://www.facebook.com/
theblackwoodtimes

‘ F : (o]:{V\
State
Government
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CAULDRON’S CURRENT EXPLORATION PROGRAM USES HISTORIC IMAGES TO HELP
UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL VALUE IN TODAY’S BARRY’S REEF.

Cauldron Energy (Cauldron or the Company) has been conducting
non invasive exploration underground at Barrys Reef that has gone
mostly unnoticed by residents. The Company’s goal is to become part
of the surrounding community & where possible has engaged local
businesses & employed local personnel. Cauldron is proposing to
explore & develop any gold resources it discovers using underground
mining techniques which will minimise disturbance to the surface
environment, whilst adding value for its shareholders & also benefitting
residents. There will be no surface disturbance in the forest & only
minimal surface infrastructure compared to the unsightly disturbance
usually associated with mining — i.e., waste piles, process plants,
tailings dams or trucks hauling night & day.

Part of the exploration work that Cauldron has been doing involves
research into the two main historical mining episodes at Barrys Reef &
Blackwood, (1860-1920) & again in Barrys Reef (1970-1990). Mining
techniques during these periods used narrow-vein style, low impact
underground mining methods & the same method is planned to be used
by Cauldron. However before mining commences, the distribution &
extent of gold mineralisation needs to be outlined. The first step is to
understand how the gold mineralisation formed & was deposited in
such rich quartz veins. The second step is to establish the best way in
which to target the notoriously narrow but high-grade vein systems.
Fortunately there are some clever modelling techniques & analytical
methods are available today that, along with the incorporation of old
reports & photographs of historical mining, that can assist the team to
piece together the mining features observed at surface & underground.
Figures 1 - 3 below, were taken at Barrys Reef in the late 1870s with
some additional annotations to link the historical town infrastructure
with modern surface features for local interest. See Figure 1

Historic accounts state that Blackwood’s first gold discovery was in
1855 at Jackson’s Creek, Golden Point. The finding of one gold nugget
started the gold rush in the area. Mining reports document Blackwood’s
population as approx. 13,000 in September 1855. The bonanza gold
grades being discovered both from alluvial & later quartz reef sources,
resulted in rapid population growth & the establishment of villages
such as Blackwood & Barrys Reef.

The rapid population expansion mirrors the better-documented
gold-rushes of surrounding regions (e.g., Ballarat & Bendigo). The
photograph below (Figure 2) shows the likely positions of three
main roads in the northern part of Barrys Reef. The old roads shown
in the historical photo are of unknown age but seem to mirror the
positions of two of the present-day roads used in Barrys Reef. The main
Blackwood-Trentham Road was built many years later but may, in part,
have followed historical tracks. See Figure 2

Other than the few historical shafts, pits & headframes, there is
little to no surface expression of the mining that took place at Barrys
Reef & Blackwood between the 1860s & 1920s. Cauldron plans to
utilise low-impact, ‘zero surface disturbance’ mining techniques
involving selective hand-mining using airleg drilling machines & light
rail,to maximise the high grade ore extraction whilst minimising the
dilution of the valuable ore by waste material . Historical mining was
very different as it often involved uncontrolled felling of the forest
(see Figure 3). as timber was required at the time as support for the
underground workings & to feed fuel-hungry steam engines. Steam
power was used to power shafts, dewatering pumps & batteries for
crushing the ore that produced the gold. At the peak of its production,
the Sultan shaft alone, records over 300 people working underground
per day. see Figure 3

There is little evidence of historical mining today & Cauldron’s
proposed low-impact underground mining methods aims to maximise
the potential of the high-grade gold ore which will cover the cost of
transportation to distant process plants. While these techniques are
not new to the industry, their incorporation with similar low-impact
mining processes allows extraction of only the highest-grade ore from
existing underground workings. Only minor surface infrastructure
will be required to enable a small number of trucks to be loaded per
week to transport the ore. The minimal amount of waste mined can be

returned as fill to rehabilitate historical workings nearer to the surface,
stablising them & preventing future surface subsidence. Cauldron is
also collaborating with an agricultural project targeting proposed soil
remediation which will use waste rock suitable for rehabilitating large
areas of market garden land that has fallen into disuse through poor
land management practices.

As always, the team are very happy to explain the Company’s
operations to any members of the community. The ultimate objective
is to promote the innovative change to mining techniques that will
benefit the surrounding communities while ensuring safeguarding of
the area’s pristine environment. .

[Courtery of Mapor Herkeook
Bleskrwoos &' Digerier Higtovssal Saeiary]

BarrysiReefc%l 87

Figure 1: Barrys Reef in 1877 with shafts showing shaft positions which are
known today and possible road positions.
-

Figure 2: The old roads in this image of unknown age seem to mirror the
positions of two of the roads used today in Barrys Reef. The main Blackwood-
Trentham Road was built many years later but may have followed in part
existing tracks used.

View Towards Barrys Reef from Blackwood Township - late 18005

Figure 3 View from Blackwood across Lerderderg River toward Barrys Reef.
Today'’s forest landscape was denuded of trees in 1860-1900s to power steam
engines and underground support.
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WHAT DR ROB GORDON TOLD US

4

“Every disaster is completely unique, every disaster is the same.
Winds howled for 12 hours. 5% of the forest was lost. Trees fell on
sheds, cars & a couple of houses in
Blackwood. Power was lost for a week.
That was then, this is now. What do we
need to consider next as we reorient our
lives post storm. Dr Rob Gordon OAM
(Order of Australia) shared his learning
from many years of disaster recovery
experience at the Blackwood Community
Hall (9 Dec 2021) at this session on Storm
Recovery run by Moorabool Shire Council.

If we don't realise early enough, the
loss of quality of life is irreversible. If you
read no further, spoiler alert - the recipe is
pleasure & leisure to nourish, restore, &
re-energise:

e Pleasure — Enjoyment fills deep wells that are being drained

e Leisure — Time not doing anything - re-find lost connections

with yourself

Your level of connection with others (Social capital), be it book
group, Landcare, the pub or just hanging out with mates, is super
important. So get on out there & spend some leisurely time with
people who make you smile — it's what we need most right now. &
here’s why...

1/ “Trees are different - It takes a long time to sort the trees”

Our expectations won't fit the situation. Government departments
take a long time to get moving. Locals are left to deal with the effect
—chopping trees up (I'm still doing), or dealing with destroyed forest
impacts (where can we drive, go walking? Where’s safe?).

Most of us don’t have much to do with governments pre-disaster, &
don’t know how they work. We form expectations that can’t be met by
slow moving bureaucracies.

Expectations € (tension) = what actually happens

This tension: Why are things taking so long? Why haven't things
been fixed yet? Why can’t “they” just get on with things?

2/ Don’t rebuild at the cost of your marriage

What will determine how we are in 10 years time after the event is
not how quickly the trees re dealt with, it will be how we live our lives
through this period. “Refocus away from the trees & focus on what’s
important in your life.”

Dr Gordon told the story of the man re-built his family home, &
neighbours home post fires, but in the meantime lost his marriage,
kids & ended up in a unit in the city. The 2 rebuilds were simply not
worth it.

3/ Adrenaline & cortisol stops us making sense

Stress hormones - adrenaline & cortisol - play havoc with us. Fight
or flight on the night reactions no longer serves us.

Adrenaline puts us in a heightened state of arousal. Cortisol keeps
us soldering on. You might recognise “The Corduroy state” (fondly

Catherine
KING MP

Federal Member for Ballarat

03 5338 8123

@ Catherine.King.MP@aph.gov.au

o CatherineKingMP

Q @CatherineKingMP

Standing up for our Communit.

www.catherineking.com.au

misnamed by a mens’ group in the Yarra Ranges), in “dithering”. Eg.
I go to mow the lawn, then stop because of the piles of blocked logs
in the yard that need splitting & stacking. | get the whipper snipper
out, but run out of cord. | go to the hardware, forget the cord & come
out with a splitter. | go to split the wood,
see the long grass, get the lawn mower out
& realise the wood needs sorting. Holy
moly!

Our right brain (sensory, motor, task)
was activated often over past 6 months.
We thought fast & in pictures, images of
what happened, what to do for safety.
We now need our left brain (thinking,
language, logic). Words to understand
what happened, move forward & imagine
our future.

How badly you, your family or house
were impacted is not an indicator of how you will fare post storm.
Even if you were away that night you may still feel impact. The single
indicators for impact are:
1/ trauma — wound or injury — shattered assumptions, damaged
assumptions
e Dr Gordon encourages us to think “My experience totally
connected to me. | need to take a subjective view”
e Rebuild assumptions — “what felt safe is shattered (I used to
enjoy storms). | need to learn what the actual risks are”
e Aftershocks — wind, trees falling — how might | put these in
perspective? Rationalise these?
2/ Loss — binds anxiety
* Resolved by grief — community rituals important
¢ Non-indigenous people have connections to land too, but don't
have the language (we have only started to use the words “Cool
climate cyclone”. We don't have specific names to describe the
broken forest, instead use “bald patches”, “bomb” or “jumbo
crash” sites —
e Grief takes energy — needs community support
3/ Disruption —patterns, routines, stability — if not careful we lose
structure.
The fix? Pleasure & leisure. My lawn can wait!

~ Margaret McCarthy

LoveLight

Co-Creative HealthCare

Heolistic Medicime & Vibrational Healing

supporting your physical & emotional health
natural medicine, nuirition, dietary guidance,
energy healing, intuitive counseling
workshops

practical training, personal growth, meditation

g3 0

Kathie Strmota

53686560

> www.aquarianblessings.com
kathie@aquarianblessings.com
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THE HIST ORY OF BLACKWOOD: GRAVES IN THE BLACKWOOD CEMETERY
Pioneers of Blackwood - The Wightman Family

JOHN WIGHTMAN - SAWMILLER OF
BARRYS REEF, BLACKWOOD.

John Wightman started the first steam saw-
mill in Barrys Reef, Blackwood in 1866. John
| Wightman was born 1816 in Ireland. His wife
was Annie Matilda Kennedy. Her parents were
- David Kennedy & lsabella Batman. John &
Annie had children born in Ireland - Anna
Bella Wightman born in 1838 at Ballymaglaff , John Wightman in
1842, Mary Wightman in 1844, Jane Annabella Wightman & David
Wightman 1851. The family arrived in Australia March 1863 aboard
the “Great Britain” from Ireland. They then stayed in Melbourne for
6 months, after which he they went to the Blackwood diggings where
John Wightman was engaged in mining there for four years, before he
started the saw mill. A copy of the 1868 Post Office directory lists John
Wightman as a Carpenter of Barrys Reef. A report of the death of a
Mrs Annie Matilda Wightman (nee Kennedy) appeared in the Bacchus
Marsh paper in September 1898. It also mentions that her husband
John Wightman had died some 10 years earlier in 1884 on board the
SS “Potosi” after taking a trip home & in returning to the Colony aged
68 years, & had been a resident of Blackwood for 30 yrs.

Bacchus Marsh Express, September 1898. “Death of Mrs Wightman
- Barrys Reef aged 78 yrs.  Her husband Mr John Wightman a mill-
wright by trade came out in early 1850%. After a few years he came
to Barrys Reef, & started the first steam saw-mill there, about 1860.
This business proved very remunerative, as besides regular output
for Bendigo, & other mining centres, there was a big local market for
timber, as the Sultan mine & other mines were then in full work.  About
10 years ago Mr & Mrs Wightman took a trip home & in returning to
this colony Mr Wightman died on board the ship “ SS Potosi”.

The son, David James Wightman, assumed management in
1885 of the Sawmill after his father’s death. The mill remained in
operation until 1897. A couple of years prior to this, David Wightman
commenced another milling enterprise at Cheviot near Yea. David
James Wightman married Lucilla Pearse & died in 1920 at Yea, & was
buried at the Blackwood cemetery March 18,1920.

Anna Bella Wightman married Herman Friedrich Wolter from John
Wightman'’s house in Barrys Reef, Blackwood in 1866. Herman
Friedrich Wolter arrived Australia age 25yrs in 1863 as a ship’s
carpenter. He worked as a miner in Blackwood. Herman & Anna
Wolter had 2 sons born in Blackwood - John Herman Frederick
Wolter, born in Blackwood in 1873, married Jane Priscilla Addcock in
Barrys Reef, Blackwood on July 25, 1904 & Frederick William Wolter,
born in Blackwood in 1875. Married Priscilla Sara Gill, & they had
10 children.

Frederick Wolter was said by the family to have operated a bakery
on Golden Point Road, Blackwood.

Herman Friedrich Wolter died of Phthisis (miner’s lung disease) on
2 October 1904, & buried in the Wightman grave in the Blackwood
cemetery.

Anna Bella Wolter (nee Wightman) died at Blackwood in 1896
age 58 yrs, & was buried in the Wightman grave in the Blackwood
cemetery.
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Jane Annabella Wightman married in 1866 to John Thorn Dunlop.
Their son, John Dunlop was born in Blackwood in 1868, also the
following children - Florence Mary Dunlop born in 1870 & died
in Blackwood, age 10 weeks, William Kennedy Dunlop born in
Blackwood in 1872, Gabrielle Jane Dunlop born in Geelong in 1874.
Then Jane’s husband John Dunlop died before the last child was born
1873, & Jane Annabella Dunlop died herself 6 years later in 1879
leaving a young family & they were both buried in the Wightman grave
in the Blackwood cemetery.

If any readers are interested to see some history for themselves take a
walk to the Blackwood cemetery. The grave is in Presbyterian section A,
numbers 29 to 36. Once inside the gates turn right & walk down the hill
to the bottom, & the last grave near the fence is Wightman'’s.

© Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book
‘The History & Pioneers of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published
soon. Other books published by Margot Hitchcock — ‘Aspects of Early
Blackwood’and ‘Some History of Simmons Reef, Blackwood & ‘The

Billy Pincombe Tragedy. See — www.blackwoodpublishing.com
Researched by Margot Hitchcock from her forthcoming book ‘The History and Pioneers
of Blackwood’, hopefully to be published soon. Other books published by Margot
Hitchcock — ‘Aspects of Early Blackwood’and ‘Some History of Simmons Reef, Blackwood
and ‘The Billy Pincombe Tragedy. See — www.blackwoodpublishing.com

For help with information on Blackwood ancestors contact Margot Hitchcock — email —
margothitchcock@bigpond.com

© Margot F Hitchcock.

ABOVE: Wightmans grave, Blackwood Cemetery

BELOW:: Wightmans Sawmill, Barrys Reef

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

I love the look of fish (I'm a
Pisces) but | didn’t want them
hanging in space so | framed
them, with a tin. | went to
Nick Rutherford from 3rd Eye
Tattoos, who had a background
of inking bikies

DADN ~

Lucia [loo-see-uh] Grace Worsley entered her world of dogs & people on
January 19, weighing in at 3.25k. Aimee & Scott would like to thank the
people at Bendigo Hospital for their care, & look forward to raising Lucia in
the equally caring environment of Blackwood.

* BLACKWOOFS -°

Luna is 10 months old now; see how much she’s grown. “That’s because
she’s a pig”, say Tayla and Rylee. “She eats anything: the ottoman, the table,
Mum’s phone case, the TV, window frames (then she breaks the window and
escapes). She snuffles through the rubbish bin and jumps up on the table to

eat the leftovers and washes it all down with some lovely toilet water.

- Very tired by now, she’ll

§| snooze on the couch (until

she falls off in her sleep or

scares herself with a large

fart). The Ridgeback/

5| Rottie is still a pup and

B is still a bit clumsy. She’s
"B a fast runner, but not

‘ very good at stopping.

S She keeps running into

Mum’s bum. She’s a

next time you see her. Did
the girls get to finish the
icecreams by themselves?
What do you think?!

The Usual Suspects visited the Blackwood Pub to catch up with Pat
& Deidre

Adventures in cycling, or, how to cook a
goose...

We were somewhere out far along Chettle Track, slugging up a long
incline, when the sweating mechanism finally failed. | remember
saying something like, “I feel a bit floaty, maybe we should stop...”
& then the sky exploded with tiny angels, & | was beating through a
sandstorm of them, & someone was roaring demented things about
God'’s bloody glow-worms.

At the top it was quiet. “Who the hell were you screaming at?” my
cycling buddy demanded. | waved the now empty 750ml bottle of
tonic water—our sole concession to commonsense that day—at him,
& said: “Not far now!” He grunted, but | could see that, behind his
sunglasses, his eyes had gone all shifty. He wasn’t saying anything yet,
but | knew with certainty that he had seen the angels too, on the way
up that slope.

That could only mean one thing: it had already occurred to him that
drinking my overheated blood was better than dehydration beside the
track. It was imperative that | showed progress, some sort of milestone,
or he would shout “survival situation!” & dump my exsanguinated
body in a mineshaft. “Your eyes look red,” | muttered, & | hastily
remounted my bike. Closing my eyes & commending my soul to the
tiny fiends, | plunged down the steep descent, with Stu in close pursuit.

We must have hit the bridge at O’Brien’s Crossing at about 80kph,
because the screams of feral children & the flapping of their parents
were still audible when we finally pulled up in a cloud of dust halfway
up the hill on the other side. A thick layer of brown dust had adhered
to the foam flecks in Stu’s beard, & we were both panting, our eyes
rolling. “Mulga Bill,” | gasped, laughing insanely, “Mulga Bill from
Eaglehawk”. “We need to make progress,” he replied. “Otherwise
we’ll have to stop for lunch”.

I grasped instantly that he was now completely delusional. Low
arterial hypotension, intracranial hypertension, cerebral hypoperfusion,
cerebral ischemia, hyperpyrexia caused cytotoxicity ... one glance &
I could tell he had it all going on. “It’s all right,” | replied. “I know a
short cut”. Hoisting the bikes over our shoulders, we slogged up the
ridge to the Byers Back Track trail head. “It's navigable by bike,” |
shouted, as | went straight over the edge at the escarpment. At least
picking myself out of the river gave me time to cool my head a bit.

Having now cunningly removed ourselves from anywhere with
other people, or passing vehicles, or even friendly snakes, we now
had only one choice. Make progress. Hit milestones. Submit reports.
Along the fallen trees, over the narrow path. Or was it the other way
around? Sometimes the track turned at right angles to reality. But
we found short cuts. Yes, dear reader, it was indeed the comforting
prospect of beer that let these two super-athletes finally triumph over
terrible adversity. You can support our bid for sporting greatness with
donations, in a liquid form, to the Blackwood Times.

~ Geoff Boucher
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GREENDALE COUNTRY PUB
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Friday: Happy Hour 5-7, $3.50 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed - Sun: Full Menu Dinner

e  As one of a limited number of Clean Energy Council (CEC) Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm (closed Monday)
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Approved Solar Retailers locally, we can access the Solar
Victoria Rebate and Solar Victoria Interest-Free Loan LARGE BEER GARDEN_AT RE.AR THE LYONVILLE WOODCHOP IS FISH & CHIPS
e  Locally Owned & Operated in the Central Highlands General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams, BACK!
[} Local Consultants & Accredited Insfallers Ii\./e in grocery itemS, take away bottleshop’ Th L ” W d h f its 50 h CH[CKEN PARMA & CH!PS
Moorabool, Hepburn & Macedon Shires & City of Ballarat ) 2 e Lyonville Woodchop returns for its 50th year . ) BURGER & CHIPS
e On-Grid, Off-Grid, Domestic & Commercial Experience newspapers dally, bread, ice After a COVID disrupted 2021, the Lyonville Woodchop is back this
«  Experti bining Solar PV with Batteries & Hot Wat i i year for its 50th year. WEEKLY SPECIALS
Xperfise combining Sofar T With Bafferies & ot Thater & anythlng else you may just need. Join in the fun and see the woodchips fly from 10.30am on
Contact your Local Consultant Karl Haller Shop OPEIS at 10am gV day SatBugdabeEbru?fry ° athyC)[? ville Fﬂa”' inni heel and All $
and is open late with Pub. Q, bar, coffee and cakes, raffle, spinning wheel and more. 9
0435513572 karlhaller@breaze.org.au vaccinated folk are welcome to attend. Entry is $5, kids free. We look
LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page forward to seeing you there.
03 4309 4027 www.breaze.org.au/pv REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

energysolutions@breaze.org.au 5368 1355
3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341

ADVERTISEMENT

RADI? SPRINGS APTELL

Mary-Anne Thomas MP
%entham % ICEEEZCET P | YON VILLE

LABOR MEMBER FOR MACEDON

"Pharmacy

43a High Street, Trentham 3458 Lunch ~ Fri, Sat, Sun

Dinner ~ Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun

Lunch & Dinner ~ Public Holiday Mondays

HOMEWORKS DESIGN

5424 1000

Mon-Fr1 9am-5pm
« NEW HOMES / EXTENSIONS
S at gam_ 1 2 .30pm - PASSIVE HOUSE DESIGN
* VBA REGISTERED (DP-AD: 1581)
Closed Public Holidays

- BLACKWOOD & SURROUNDS

.ﬁ P .

-

WWW HOMEWORKSDESIGN.COM.AL
ad Shop 14, Nexus Centre, . HoMEWORKS] | T COMAU
Scan to complete my EZ4%545 | 9 Goode Street, Gisborne VIC 3437 o trenthampharmacy @gmail.com | DESIGN DEAN: 0432 385 265

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

community survey g, | P:5428 2138 s Canba

E: mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au 6o st Giborre Mina Ghobrial, B.Pharmacy (Hons), MPS + TREAD BERTIORALEY
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TOWN & COUNTRY
LINE MARKING P/L

* (Car Parks © Arrows * Speed Humps
* Pre Cast Kerbing © Numbering

* Bollards * Safety Mirrors
o Safety Lines & Safety Signs

All Areas
MICK
0408 999 643

tclinemarking@yahoo.com.au

LORPING

Gerard Styles

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK, EXPERIENCED CLIMBER

Home: 5342 8261
MOBILE: 0428 518 999

Lic. No. 94004666
SUPERB RATES: Ask for a free one "QUOTE"

WESTERN LAWNMOWING

DAVID:  D475511037
FULLY INSURED

WESTERNLAWNMOWINESERVICES s MAIL.COM

uplifting and
. removals. *
* ‘Fire risk reduction |‘ :
1]

Climbing, chtpplng i\ !
.+ and splitting avail \ K

" ﬂuali

tl ‘ b
“
Insured A

0437 916 030

Specializing in driveways and
site cleaning / leveling and Mowing
General mini digger with attachments
-EG Trencher, Post hole digger

-Stump Grinding
-Small tree removal / Pruning

Wood chips available

INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001

Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St

Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jeutler@keemin.com.au

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES

The BLACKWOOD TIMES thanks all our advertisers for their support.

ph: (03
fax: (O

) 53681230
3) 5368 1937

For Gas Orders Ring 0409 135 070

P

gj ‘Thiﬂgﬁglobally Employ Locally
- . SOL PLUMBING
.:Fulr licensed and insured.
il gs?dentlal and commercial
empetqtlve rates ¢ Free quotes e

' &%{) slmon on 0417 335 831
. (leave a message if no answer)

LIC NO 38657
-

BREAZE
ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

SOLAR POWER: On-Grid & Off-Grid

03 4309 4027 www.breaze.org.au/pv
energysolutions@breaze.org.au

Painter

RA\ FOWLER
Phone/Fax: 5474 3109 ﬂ}-m
=X d
-
X‘)ear and SOHS]J
é Est 1988 g {’9'

Talk to us first, big or small builds,

design & project management

|7 a Q
Call or email for a quote
BB8| Nick Dear 0421593998 0
mn) nick@dearandsons.com.au [l U
jg|mm eTa
—

Registered Builders | CDB-U 56564 | HIA member 605135

TV TUNING S
i omlennao inslallotoons.. Q‘

tion As Good As It Can Be?

Call for a FREE on-site reception test, no strings attached.
Experienced, local, fully qualified electronics techmclan

Bol. 5365 6455 » 0431 74

Is Your TV Recep

ABN: 55 335 542 987

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

1 Market St ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, farm
produce/produce store
papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee
confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

Maintenance & Repairs
= Handling Equipment
= Access Equipmaent

. .!’«.grirultur.'ﬂ Machinery

* Earthmoving Equipment
= Farestry Equipment

Heavy Equipment Services

Blackwood
Victoria 3458

Mobile: 0481 088 BOO
Office: 03 5368 6467
Emait infe@nmgnetau

Maten Van Gossum
Mobile Technician
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Sold by Fiona Kelly the Belle
Property Way.

My Recently Sold Properties

Blackwood

Sold for $564,000in 5 days

Blackwood
Sold for $402,000 in 28 days

Ty ;_'f'k,ﬂ ot
PR e ¥

Blaclkwood
Sold for $230,000 in 10 days

Fiona Kelly | 0488 547 004

Belle Property Trentham | 03 5424 1866

belleproperty.com/trentham

o i ¥
£ T:"'“-;a'-.r J
- l.-'l:II JH""
i b e P

Blackwood

Sold for $4610,000 in 7 days

Blackwood
Sold for 300,000 in 8 days

Dales Cresk
Sofd for $1.230,000 in 14 days

3 2=
Blackwood
Sold for $892.500in 22 days

Call me for a
no obligation
appraisal!

belle

PROPERTY

hockingstuart

Please let our advertisers know you found them in The BLACKWOOD TIMES




