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Disco Inferno. Photo~Jasmine Fisher

The Big Freeze ice bath. Photo~Jasmine Fisher Rapid Ascent trail running race. Photo~Kalan Howse
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The BLACKWOOD TIMES invites submissions from the community.  
If you’re at a local event please take a photo or two & write a few lines, 
or even submit a non-political cartoon to share in our community news. 
Deadlines are as follows:

Advertisement bookings Sept 15

Regular contributors, features & items of interest, 
community groups & clubs

Sept 15

Display ad artwork Sept 20

Late breaking news (100 words max) Sept 20

NO late submissions will be accepted. Please email submissions, display 
ads & articles to team@theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au or post to The 
Blackwood Times, PO Box 105 Blackwood, 3458. Download our Advertising 
Rate Card & back issues (in colour) from www.theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.
au &, while you’re there, sign-up to join our eList & follow us at https://www.
facebook.com/theblackwoodtimes 
The BLACKWOOD TIMES reserves the right to edit or refuse any article or 
advertising. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of 
the Blackwood Times Team or the publishers. The BLACKWOOD TIMES is 
produced as a community service run and published by volunteers. 
theBLACKWOODTIMES.com.au 	
©2024, Blackwood Times Vic Inc.

the BLACKWOOD TIMES info

HOW’S THE WEATHER BEEN?

The Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria (CNAV) is the peak body 
representing not-for-profit community 
newspapers across Victoria. CNAV works 
actively with its members to enhance 
the capacity & standing of community 
newspapers, to enable them to fully 
realise their vital role in communities.

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS... 
This mid-winter issue of The Times reveals several creative strategies 
utilised by Blackwoodians to stay warm in winter. Personally I’m not 
sure about the ice bath dunking but apparently all is good a short while 
after. Raising $21,000 was an amazing achievement and, as Jerry said, 
“.. showed how generous and community-minded Blackwood is.” 
Running around the bush tracks or kicking up heels at the disco clearly 
did the trick for many and I think the Bookclub ‘cunning plan’ was 
to stay indoors by a log fire - like many of us. Volunteers warmed up 
by  painting the Historical Society or planting out with the Landcare 
Group. On the subject of volunteers, Jeanne & Kylie gave some a good 
wrap in the last Issue and provided some insights into what motivates 
this good work. Personally I fluctuate between mad, missionary, 
mercenary and/or misfit. Much of this voluntary work goes unheralded 
and a good example of this is the persistent effort, particularly those of 
Peter Fowler, to get the 8 year old septic problem at the Caravan Park 
fixed. This saga involved the installer, Council, regulators et al with no 
one accepting responsibility so there have been many meetings and 
much correspondence but, at long last DEECA has granted $35,000 
for the fix. Finally, to Nicole & Wyatt doing a great job at the Caravan 
Park - apologies for overlooking your article last issue.

Keep warm, be assured that daylight hours are increasing and be kind 
to volunteers.

John Kemp, Editor for this Issue

STOP PRESS
On Sunday 26th July at around 2.15pm 
there was a motorcycle accident on 
the Greendale Road just at the top of 
the last hill down into Greendale from 
Blackwood, at the Long Gully turn-off. 
Helicopter was called in. There’s a good 
reason for this sign.

WOULD YOU LIKE THE TIMES 
POSTED DIRECTLY TO YOU? 
Often, we have people write in via email requesting a hard copy 
posted.  We are happy to supply posted copies of the Times.  Simply 
reach out to team@theblackwoodtimes.com.au and we will sort it out.  
Postage cost plus a small donation.

WINDFALL CONTINUES TO 
DRAW AUDIENCES ACROSS THE 
REGION
Five years after the freak storm - described by meteorologists as a rare 
cool climate cyclone which changed Blackwood and surrounding 
communities forever, the community documentary WINDFALL is 
continuing to bring people together, helping audiences remember, 
reflect and reconnect.

Blackwood audience watching the documentary. Photo ~ Peter Donnelly

Premiering around the fifth anniversary of the 9 June 2021 storm, 
WINDFALL has struck a chord with local audiences. Since its first 
public screening in Blackwood last month, more than 400 people have 
attended the first four public screenings, with 120 people attending 
the opening screening, 164 at the Trentham screening and around 60 
people attending a second Blackwood community screening for those 
who missed the original event.

Windfall Blackwood 2024 Photo ~ Joanne Hawkridge

Following the success of its premiere season, the WINDFALL Local 
Screening Tour is continuing throughout July. A special afternoon 
screening was also held at the Blackwood Hotel, giving local residents 
who had been unable to attend previous screenings - along with many 
of the hotel staff who feature in the documentary - the opportunity to 
experience the film.

As part of the tour, the documentary will also be presented at a private 
screening for the Moorabool Shire Councillors and Executive Team 
before continuing with public screenings at the Lerderderg Library 
in Bacchus Marsh and the Ballan Library, proudly supported by 
Moorabool Shire Council.

The Production Crew:L to R: Brendan Hehir (Director), Travis Trewin (Editor), 
Lizzette Atkins (Producer), Nick Dear (rear)(Theme music), Tibor Hegedis (front)
(Cinematographer),Jinny Coyle (Assistant Editor)Photo~Peter Donnelly 

Jinny Coyle, a member of the production and marketing team, said the 
response from audiences had exceeded all expectations.

“We have been overwhelmed by the positive feedback and enthusiasm 
from the community. Every screening has generated wonderful 
conversations, with people sharing their own memories of the storm 
and its aftermath. We’ll continue sharing WINDFALL with local 
audiences wherever there’s interest, because every screening sparks 
new conversations and new memories.”

Audience member Fiona Ross, whose property was damaged during 
the storm, summed up the feelings of many who have attended the 
screenings. “Compelling, moving and beautifully put together. I had 
high expectations based on all the feedback I’d heard, and it is every 
bit as good as people have been saying. Congratulations on creating a 
remarkable piece of work.”

Blackwood audience watching the documentary. Photo ~ Peter Donnelly

Created through a collaboration between local volunteers, professional 
filmmakers and community members, WINDFALL preserves first-
hand stories, remarkable footage and expert insights into the rare 
weather event that changed the lives of so many across the district. 

More than a documentary, it has become a catalyst for conversation, 
bringing neighbours back together to share memories, reflect on their 
experiences and celebrate the resilience of the community.

As the WINDFALL Local Screening Tour continues, the team is also 
looking beyond the region. WINDFALL has already been submitted 
to the 2026 Byron Bay International Film Festival and plans to enter a 
number of Australian film festivals during 2027, including the St Kilda 
Film Festival, Castlemaine Documentary Festival and the Melbourne 
International Film Festival (MIFF).

Readers can learn more about the documentary and the WINDFALL 
Local Screening Tour at blackwood3458.com.au/. Supporter passes to 
watch the documentary in the privacy of your home are available on 
the site.

Brendan Hehir

A BLACKWOOD GARDEN
It’s been a most unusual time for me and my garden. It’s the first time 
in over 25 years that I have spent almost no time in the garden; not 
an ounce of work which has previously always been a busy season 
for getting things done. Instead, I have sat and looked at the changing 
seasons. 

This is promising! Wattle in July

It was a delight to come home from hospital in time to sit amongst the 
superb Autumn colours; predominantly orange from where I sat on 
the sofa with my feet up. Then I watched the falling of those leaves to 
expose bare branches and the cold outside set in.

Luckily we’ve had plenty of rain and so I haven’t had to worry about 
not being able to water; not even the pots have dried out. I had been so 
worried about what I would lose without being able to attend to things 
and have been generally surprised how much is taking care of itself. 

Of course I did do a lot of preparation and luckily even got the frost 
protection erected over the small section of tender trees. I am determined 
to have success growing a Jacaranda which  s still only just taller than 
me, even though I think it has been in its present spot for around 8 years 
and even surviving being moved. The Brachychiton (bottle tree) is almost 
tall enough not to be totally burnt by frost. The other frost tender plant of 
the group is a Crotalaria otherwise known as a green bird flower.

I have been thinking of the successes of my plantings and the failures 
but not dwelling on them but learning from those mistakes. I am also 
contemplating the changes which we all must make with the changing 
climate. Hotter drier summers are being faced across the world 
affecting what is able to be grown and where.

Jane Howat

MONTH/ 
YEAR

Rainfall (mm) Rainfall 
historical 
average (mm)

Temp 
monthly min 
(deg C)

Temp 
monthly max 
(deg C)

Temp average 
daily max 
(deg C)

Temp average 
daily min 
(deg C)

Temp average 
for month 
(deg C)

May '26 77.7 89.5 0 21.9 13.5 5.7 9.4

Jun '26 156.9 107.2 -2.9 15.1 11.2 3.9 7.5
For two years in a row we have had above average rainfall in June. The total rainfall this year up to the end of June is 470.8mm which is more 
than the average of 428.5mm.

~ Don Owen
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A BLACKWOOD HISTORY
How Land was bought in Blackwood on a Miners Right in 1929 and 
transferred to Family Members over the years.    By Margot Hitchcock, 
Historian for the Blackwood & District Historical society.  August 
2026.  For more information see – www.blackwoodpublishing.com

In the last June magazine, I wrote a story about our family holiday at 
Blackwood and how it was built for my grandfather, Walter Warner 
out of timber from the Barrys Reef school, no. 885. This article is now 
a follow up with information and photos of how to own early land in 
Blackwood you had to purchase it on a Miners Right and then later 
given the right to purchase the land from the Crown.

‘Wannawong’ property in Blackwood bought on a Miners Right on 
9th April 1929 by my Grandfather, Walter Warner. Property was north 
of Byrnes residence starting 20ft from north fence, with a frontage of 
198 ft to Greendale Road by a depth of 132 ft. Miners Right No. 8846.

Barrys Reef School in 1890	

Wannawong’ 1960, with same vent in top wall and  chimney. End of Veranda 
made with flattened kerosene tins.

‘Wannawong’ property in Blackwood bought on a Miners Right on 9th 
April 1929 by my Grandfather, Walter Warner and transferred to my 
mother (his daughter), Dorothy Warner on the 5th July 1930. Property 
162, signed by Mining Registrar, H.H.Cann.

‘ W a n n a w o n g ’ 
property in Blackwood bought on a Miners Right on 9th April 1929 
by my Grandfather, Walter Warner and owned by my mother (his 
daughter), Dorothy Warner on the 5th July 1935.  Cost of Miners Right-  
2 Shillings and 6 pence . (25 cents)

Signed by Mining Registrar, H.H.Cann.

Survey of Crown Land in 1963 requested by Dorothy Roberts for her 
application to purchase the Crown land property of  ‘Wannawong’ 
for the  cost of 600 pound (dollars) 13th June 1963. Section 22B.  The 
Blackwood  Historical Society’s Police Stables Museum on property 
above marked Police Purposes.

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • 

BLACKWOOD PROGRESS 
ASSOCIATION INC 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 
The Blackwood Progress Association Inc AGM will be held on 
Wednesday 26th August 2026, commencing at 7.30 pm at the Chapel. 

The business of the meeting will include a report on the activities of the 
Association during the financial year ended 30 June 2026, consideration 
of all financial statements of the Association for that financial year and 
approval after consideration. Election of members of the Association’s 
Committee for the next financial year, setting the membership fee for the 
current year and discussion of current and future community initiatives 
and issues that the Association might help with. 

To attend the meeting you must be a member of the Association and 
we would greatly welcome new members – the annual membership 
fee is $5. You can simply pay your fee at the start of the meeting or 
if you want to join prior to that, by contacting one of the current 
Committee members (Brendan Hehir, Darren Lynch, Allan Tait, Daniel 
Barrett, Louise Scott, Deirdre Cronin and Angelko Juresko or email 
blackwoodprogress@gmail.com). 

Membership and participation in the activities of the Association is a 
great way to support our 

local community, so come along and join us (note - you don’t have to 
join the Committee if you are a member) 

The Blackwood Woodchop and Easter Carnival needs more help 

It’s about half way between carnivals, still several months before the 
next carnival and the numerous tasks begin. The 2026 carnival was a 
great success which the team and the whole town should be proud of. 
We had a couple of team members decide not to continue with the 
organising side going forward, so we are looking for more committed 
people to step up and help continue this great tradition into its 126th 
year. If you are interested, contact a committee member listed above 
or email progress. 

Other Progress Activities 
Progress has also supported a number of other community initiatives 
including: 

•	 Progress will be running a Bunnings sausage sizzle at the Melton 
store on Friday 31st of July. Should this prove successful, it is 
envisaged that we do more sausage sizzles at Bunnings to raise 
money for community events. Again, if anyone is interested in 
helping out with this or future sausage sizzles, contact any Progress 
committee member or email Progress. The sausage sizzles will be 
on Fridays and any money raised is for the Blackwood community. 

•	 Supported various concerts at St Martin’s Chapel by way of 
donations to the Chapel. 

•	 Financial contribution to the Great Divide Trail for signage to 
include Blackwood in the latest Trail book. 

•	 Contribution to our Anzac Day service gunfire breakfast. 

•	 Contribution to carols by candlelight for food and lollies for the 
kids. 

•	 Providing the beverages and financial support for the launch of the 
storm recovery documentary. It was a wonderful event attended 
by around 120 people and held at the Chapel. The documentary 
funding has been auspiced by Progress. It has been a while in the 
making but I think you will agree it was worth the time taken. I was 
not in Blackwood at the time of the storms. I arrived here a couple 
of days later. But the documentary did a great job of showing the 
severity of the storm and the fear that nature can unleash onto 
people. It was also great to see that Blackwood community spirit 
come to the fore after the storm, in the way people stepped up to 
support others. A great job Brendan and Jinny. 

•	 Progress also provided funding to help the inaugural “Green 
Tomato Chutney Off”.The organisers were very pleased with the 
event and it was a great fundraiser for the storm doco (see article in 
this edition of the Times). 

•	 Some funding for a BERG workshop for Blackwood residents for 72 
hr Preparedness. 

Angelko Juresko  
On behalf of The Blackwood Progress Association  

blackwoodprogress@gmail.com

CRICKET CLUB UPDATE
Hello all,

Firstly, I would like to apologise to Kylie Shanahan from DEECA. I 
should not have put her email on Facebook - she is a very busy person 
with a large area to cover on the Western side of the state, and it was 
not useful to draw her into the playground issue that way.

Secondly, I need to apologise for the use of the term “Clown” Reserves. 
It wasn’t an attack on any one individual but the system as I perceived 
it in general, so if anyone from Crown Reserves Committee was 
offended, for that I’m sorry. It’s great for the community the playground 
is finally happening, with Crown’s support, and we want to work in 
good faith with Crown as we continue.

We have our AGM coming up on August 2nd and anyone is welcome 
to attend. One item will indeed be a letter John received from Crown.

In the meantime, the carpet has been taken off the pitch, and it will 
undergo grinding before being replaced with a well overdue new top 
cover.

After digging out the playground area, the left-over dirt is being used to 
fill in some long-developing low spots on the oval - rain keeps slowing 
things down, and it’s a bit messy down there in the meantime, but 
keeping an eye on the low spots and top-dressing as needed keeps the 
oval healthy and beautiful for all.

As per normal every season, we are looking for new players, even if 
you have never played before, you are welcome. Training will likely 
be starting Sunday afternoons in September. We’re still working with 
the GDCA on where we fall within the divisions, as well as start dates 
for the competition.

Until next time, enjoy the winter and hopefully we get a couple of 
extra players.

Regards 

Brian, Club President

See p13 for a Playground Update
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• COMMUNITY UPDATES • • COMMUNITY UPDATES • 

CFA UPDATE – WINTER 
Have you tested your smoke detector? While we remind you to change 
the battery in your smoke detector at the start and end of daylight 
saving, you should also check the detector regularly by pressing the 
test button to ensure it is working correctly. This is best done once per 
month. So go and check yours to ensure it provides protection for you 
and your family.

There are a couple of new notices, one of which you would have been 
aware of from the advertising campaign that ran during July. By the time 
this edition is published, you should have received a test emergency 
alert on your phone on the 27th of July. This was a test for AusAlertTM.  
In October 2026, the Australian Government is launching AusAlert – a 
new national warning system that uses the latest technology to send 
emergency messages to compatible mobile devices. See p10 for more 
information. 

The second important announcement is: Moorabool Shire Council 
have nominated the Blackwood CFA Fire Station, along with other 
places in the shire, to have NBN Sky Muster WiFi internet installed 
under the STAND (Strengthening Telecommunications Against Natural 
Disasters) program.

This WiFi connection is designed for the community to use during an 
emergency, such as the 2021 storm, but it is active now. The Community 
WiFi connection is usable outside the fire station after the person 
connecting accepts the terms and conditions. It is set up to improve 
community safety and provide early warnings of a major event. 

More information on the STAND program can be found here: https://
www.infrastructure.gov.au/media-communications/internet/provision-
satellite-connections-emergency-services-and-evacuation-centres

Remember to check your Fire Plan to ensure it is up to date

BLACKWOOD SPECIAL SCHOOLS 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE
When working at Blackwood Special Schools Outdoor Eduation 
Centre, patience is a necessity.

As all aspects of our school continues to evolve some of them 
appear onsite through persistence, focus and learning from mistakes.  
After three years of planning, research, development, creation and 
modification we have finally replaced all of the bunk beds across 
our School & Residence Accommodation Sites.  In 2007 our timber 
bunks were replaced with medal bunks from the 2006 Melbourne 
Commonwealth Games and for the past 20 years we have listen to 
frequent student & staff comments about how squeaky the beds are – 
everytime someone moved, everyone in the room would hear it.

Rossco Engineering in Bacchus Marsh have helped create our unique 
bunk beds.  As we continue to encourage schools with wheelchair 
students to access our School, we aim to provide facilities, experiences 
and learning for all.  To make life easier for students we have worked 
closely with Rossco Engineering to build today’s beds.  While we have 
a large property, a lot of of our buildings have limited space, so the 
scope to build the bunks included:-

•	 They must match our current bunk bed footprint

•	 When the top bunk is lifted, the mattress must stay in place 

When the first prototype was wrong and didn’t match the required 
footprint, Rossco Engineering took full responsibility and completely 
rebuilt and redesigned the bunks to suit our scope.

In 2024, we rebranded the School with a new logo, website, letterhead 
and colours.  Thanks to this rebranding we now have bunk beds beds 
of different School colours.  With five bedrooms in each of the School 
& Residence Accommodation Sites each bedroom is now a different 
colour.

The completion of this Project, helps us become more accessible for 
all students enrolled in Special Schools across the state of Victoria and 
has resulted in no more squeaky beds at Blackwood Special Schools.

Tony Bellette

GO CLUB
The Blackwood Go Club meets each Tuesday at 1.00 pm. We now 
have 5 regular players (welcome Sonia) and would welcome additions, 
experienced or novices wanting to learn.

If you are interested but maybe the time doesn’t suit, give me a call.

John Kemp.  0400 686770

Date Location Type of Call Vehicles 

Attended

Result Other 

Brigades

06 Jun Blackwood Light Pole Fire 1 Extinguished 0

 
Download the Vic Emergency app to your phone through the App 
Stores or on your computer using this web site:

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/ which will keep you up to 
date on any incidents and warnings and alerts

THE FIRST PRIORITY IS YOUR SAFETY
Always ring 000 in the case of any emergency. If you have a fire, and 
do manage to put it out, it is better to have us responding than to wait 
until it is too late. 

For more information contact the station on 53686526 on Sunday 
mornings over the summer period; and on the first Sunday of every 
month during the rest of the year, as we are there for training and 
equipment checks.	

Never let complacency set in and always be prepared, no matter what 
the season.

If you are interested in joining the team, we always welcome new 
members. We can be contacted at the station as indicated above, 
through the Blackwood CFA Facebook page, or drop us an email to 
blackwoodcfa@gmail.com

DO NOT USE FACEBOOK IF YOU ARE REPORTING AN 
EMERGENCY… 

ALWAYS RING 000 or 112 on a mobile

Karl Church 
Communications and Community Safety Liaison Officer 

Blackwood Fire Brigade

Editor note: These photos show How to be Frost Ready This Winter. See 
p 26 for Central Highlands Water media release.

ST MARTIN’S CHAPEL
Usually, winter slows things down at St Martin’s, but this year has been 
different. 

We have had the much-anticipated premiere of the storm documentary 
“Windfall”. What a night it was - so many people in attendance and 
even a red carpet. Congratulations Brendan, Lizzette and all those 
involved in putting together such a high-quality documentary of an 
event that will always remain part of our personal memories and our 
collective history. 

It was wonderful to welcome people to a meditative art session in 
July. As well as locals we had people travelling from Ballarat and 
further afield to spend an afternoon using pen, paper and watercolour. 
Participants were guided through a drawing session designed to focus 
the mind on making repeated patterns and designs. The resulting 
artwork was quite individual and beautiful. We all left feeling a sense 
of calm and gratitude. 

As well as public events such as the Green Tomato Chutney Fest, there 
have been a number of meetings and private events happening at the 
Chapel, proving that a bit of rain, wind and sleet don’t stop things 
happening in our town. 

Thank you to Noelle, Annette and Peter from Landcare who are going 
to revamp the garden beds that are each side of the top entrance. We 
are looking forward to seeing the end result.

After our last community meeting some of the committees have already 
taken up St Martin’s offer of having a free meeting at the Chapel. If you 
haven’t and would like to try out the new kitchen and be in a warm 
place for your next meeting, please contact us.

Robyn Zanon

WOMBAT BOOK CLUB		
Hello from Wombat Book Club. Hopefully you are all keeping warm 
in front of the fire. While we all read various books over the last couple 
of months, we have another two book suggestions you might like to 
read. They are:

‘The Search Party’ by Hannah Richell, and ‘Hide’ by Lisa Gardner. 

About our book club: we meet every third Sunday in the month at 3pm, 
at the Blackwood Pub (venue and times may be subject to change.) If 
you are interested in joining our friendly group, please contact Jane 
Howat at jane.howat@gmail.com

Sandy: The Search Party is set in Cornwall. A family, who run a glamping 
business, invite their long-time friends to a weekend away. During this 
weekend, a child Phoebe, goes missing and another from the same 
family, Scarlet, is kidnapped. The group of friends go searching for the 
missing girl during a storm. Another child, adopted by the glamping 
family, is blamed for Phoebe’s disappearance. There is interesting 
history and dynamics in this group which unfolds in this story and 
the truth behind the kidnapping of Scarlet.  A novel which keeps the 
reader interested and turning the pages until the end.

Sandy: The book I read was ‘Hide’ by Lisa Gardner, a crime writer. The 
protagonist, Annabel Granger, goes under many names. Her family is 
constantly on the run from something...she did not know what, but their 
names were changed each time. After the suicide of her mother and 
her father’s death, she finds herself at the centre of a gruesome murder 
investigation involving young girls. She wonders if this was why her 
family was on the run, and what the connection could be to her father.

It is an easy, intriguing read and would suit those of you who like crime 
fiction. Other books of Lisa’s are - ‘The Perfect Husband,’ ‘The Other 
Daughter,’ ‘The Killing Hour’ just to name a few.

Sandy Schmidt-Jones
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CDB-L 48045, CB-L 32244
Carports • Pergolas • Decks • Shade Structures

WWiitthh  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  pprroojjeeccttss  ccoommpplleetteedd  nnaattiioonnwwiiddee,, 

Concept to Clean-up, you can rely on us!
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Your trusted Home 
Improvement Specialists! 1800 010 677      ccuussttoomm@@oouuttssiiddeeccoonncceeppttss..ccoomm..aauu   •   wwwwww..ccuussttoommccaarrppoorrttssaannddppeerrggoollaass..ccoomm..aauu

“5 star plus delivery of service in a timely manner.”

by

BLACKWOOD EMERGENCY 
RESILIENCE GROUP
On Saturday 25 July BERG held a workshop designed to help people 
become better prepared to manage for the first 72 hours after an 
emergency. Those of us who were here during the June 2021 storm 
know that being cut off from the rest of the world with no power, 
telecommunications, access in our out or outside support can very 
much be the reality after an emergency event.

Our fabulous facilitators, Jai Edwards and Jessica Davidson, provided 
practical information and strategies about how to handle a crisis 
effectively by knowing how to plan, who to tell and what to have on 
hand to help see you through.

XMAS IN JULY
This is the Blackwood Locals Christmas in July lunch 2026 held at 
the Shamrock Hotel in Kyneton where we enjoyed the most delicious 
roasted meat, veggies and the wellingtons.

Gracie White

THE BLACKWOOD HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY
The Society has met twice since our last update, and both meetings 
involved getting our hands dirty. Members have been carrying out 
repairs to the internal rooms of the museum, and it’s coming along 
well. Our July meeting was held at the Blackwood Post Office, which 
made for a nice change of scenery.

A few of our members also headed out into the bush recently for a bit 
of adventuring, exploring hidden relics and waterfalls tucked away in 
the hills around Blackwood. We’re planning a trip to Creswick. If you’d 
like to come along, please reach out.

Our next open days are Saturday 1 August and Saturday 5 September. 
See you here!

Don’t forget to visit https://www.blackwoodhistoricalsociety.com.au 
for narrated stories on Blackwood’s history, along with transcribed 
audio tapes from the late 1970s and mid-80s.

And be sure to read Ray’s article in this issue about the painting.

Paul Kukiel - Secretary

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • • COMMUNITY UPDATES • 

PAINTING THE BLACKWOOD 
HISTORIC SOCIETY 
Thank you Mr Mayor, from the Blackwood Historical Society.

Anyone who has painted old rooms in their house certainly knows 
how much time and frustration is involved. In preparation there is 
the endless sanding, sugar soaping, hole filling, wiping, re sanding, 
vacuuming, etc etc. After that comes prep coating, architrave painting, 
first coat, second coat etc, etc.....

Steve and Bruce

Our current Mayor Steve Venditti-Taylor was a painter in a previous 
life, so when he offered to supply the paint and do all the painting 
in three rooms of the old stables (members did most of the prep), we 
couldn’t look a gift horse in the mouth!

Steve Everywhere is a current member of our society  but given his 
commitments we find his selflessness amazing and admirable. Two 
coats of paint in 3 rooms, together with the finicky architrave work 
adds up to many many hours of time. Thank you so much mate, we 
really appreciate it, even though we take the piss half the time! You’ve 
done a great job and our tired old rooms look fresh and clean now. 

Mark, Dave, Gary, Paul, Bruce and Steve

Many thanks also to our members who helped clear the rooms in 
readiness and spent many hours on prep work - namely Mark, Paul  
Dave, Bruce and Gary.

Special thanks to Bruce Butler who re-lined the roof in the hallway and 
kitchen with pine lining, it looks great mate thanks so much.

Ray Castellin
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The event was very well attended and all participating households 
received a free emergency Go Bag to help them get started on their 
emergency kits, as well as leaving with a personalised plan outlining 
what they will do the next time our beautiful town is impacted by an 
emergency event.

We all also got to enjoy a delicious lunch very kindly prepared by 
Darren Lynch washed down with some of Sue Donnelly’s famous 
mulled wine. 

A huge thanks to the Blackwood Progress Association for providing 
the food and to the St Martin’s Chapel Committee for allowing us to 
hold the event in the best spot in town. The morning was another great 
example of our local volunteer groups working collaboratively for a 
fantastic outcome!

Kylie Richardson. Photos~ Peter Donnelly

FUNGI
This is the fungi season in Blackwood!!  There are lots and lots of 

mushrooms everywhere that grow on the ground from late autumn 
then all winter long. Is there a magic mushroom mania in Blackwood? 
Just Smurf around and have a good look.

Gracie White
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for information call St Erth on (03) 5368 6514
or visit our website www.diggers.com.au

THE GARDEN OF ST ERTH
open 7 DAYS a WEEK

Cafe, Garden, Shop & Nursery 10am - 5pm  daily
Membership & gift vouchers available

Entry to wander through St Erth gardens is free for Diggers 
members & children under 16 & $15 for visitors. 

FORK TO FORK CAFE
Ph: 03 5368 6520

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • • COMMUNITY UPDATES • 

BLENDING NATIVES AND 
EXOTICS IN THE HISTORIC 
GARDEN OF ST ERTH 

It has been a wild, wet winter so far in Blackwood and even the most 
hardened gardeners amongst us can be forgiven for spending time 
inside, by the fire rather than braving the elements outside. While 
winter can be difficult for our gardeners there is always plenty to do 
at St Erth, even in the dead of winter. We spend much of the winter 
pruning, cutting back perennials and planning for the growing season 
ahead. 

The garden of St Erth is very much a different garden in each season. 
From the meadows of spring bulbs, to summer flowering perennials, 
autumn colour and the magic of our winter garden. Hellebores, snow 
flakes and early daffodils begin to flower in August and our bush 
garden flowers and peaks in late winter and early spring. 

Planted under the canopy of remnant native forest the bush garden 
is an eclectic mix of native shrubs, ground covers and tough exotic 
species which mix well with our indigenous plants. Shade, poor soil 
and competition from the peppermint gums have made this garden 
quite challenging. Our mix of plants is the result of over 20 years of 
experimentation and trials. 

Native mint bush, Westringia, Grevilleas and Correas thrive under 
the Eucalypts and Blackwood wattles. Most of these flower in winter 
or early spring attracting the native birds and insect pollinators. New 

Zealand flax, Lilies and Lancewood mix well with the native plantings 
giving structure and form without detracting from the vertical feature of 
the trees. On the edges of the bush garden, and in the sunnier pockets, 
tough African plants like honey bush, worm woods and ever green 
salvias grow, helping to tie the native area to the more exotic plantings 

in the rest of the garden. 

Open 5 days, Thursday to Monday. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Groups and events by appointment, 7 days. 

Free entry to The Garden of St Erth for Pensioners - Mondays only - 
Excludes public holidays. 

Free entry to The Garden of St Erth for RACV members - Thursdays only 
- Excludes public holidays. 

For Spring and Summer our opening hours will change so please check 
the Diggers Club website for details. 

Dogs are welcome on lead. 

Julian Blackhirst Head of Gardens

The AusAlertTM 
national test
In October 2026, the Australian Government 
is launching AusAlert – a new national 
warning system that uses the latest 
technology to send emergency messages 
to compatible mobile devices.

Monday 27 July 2026

What is AusAlert?
AusAlert is a fast and reliable way to help 
communities be informed and better 
prepared during local and national 
emergencies.

What is AusAlert for?
AusAlert gives the Australian Government 
and state and territory emergency services 
organisations the ability to send national or 
local alerts about disasters. These could be 
natural hazards such as bushfires, floods, 
cyclones and tsunamis, or events like public 
health emergencies, security threats or 
biosecurity incidents. It’s just one of the 
many ways we’re helping to keep Australians 
safer in times of disaster.

When will AusAlert be live?
AusAlert will be ready to use on 1 October 
2026, but before it launches, the system 
needs to be tested across Australia. This is 
called the AusAlert national test.

What’s involved in the AusAlert 
national test?
On Monday 27 July 2026, an AusAlert test 
message will be sent to all compatible 
mobile devices in Australia. You may receive 
a test alert on your mobile phone, tablet or 
smart watch.

What time will the AusAlert national 
test be sent?
• 2:00 pm AEST Queensland, New South 

Wales, Australian Capital Territory, Victoria, 
Tasmania

• 1:30 pm ACST Northern Territory,  
South Australia, Broken Hill (NSW)

• 12:00 pm AWST Western Australia

What will the AusAlert national test 
sound like?
The AusAlert test message is a Critical Alert. 
It will cause your mobile device to vibrate 
and will be delivered with a loud siren-like 
warning sound that lasts about 10 seconds. 
It will make this noise even if you’ve set your 
device to ‘silent’ or ‘do not disturb’ mode.

See pg 7 for CFA article
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Community Bank
Trentham & Districts

Bendigo & Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL / Australian Credit License 237879. (2057438) (07/26)

It’s easy to

bank local.

We’re here for you.
As an award-winning Aussie bank, we’re bigger for providing legendary customer
service, so banking feels stress-free for you. Talk to our friendly team about your
everyday banking, business, and home loan needs.

37B High Street, Trentham 5424 1608

• COMMUNITY UPDATES • • COMMUNITY UPDATES • 

BLACKWOOD AND BARRYS REEF 
LANDCARE GROUP
We’ve been a little quieter through the heart of winter but we still 
managed two working bees at Jack Cann Reserve near Garden of St 
Erth over June and July – our energetic teams removing a huge volume 
of holly seedlings, bushes and trees. 

The Holly Removal Team at Jack Cann Reserve on 13 June

We also had a very enjoyable and productive session with some of 
the dedicated staff from Moorabool Shire’s Natural Resource Team 
– weeding and tidying up the planter beds in the heart of town and 
planting many new native plants. A special thanks to Scott Worsley 
for supplying a load of mulch to help things along! The morning was a 
great example of what can be achieved with some focused teamwork! 

We also held our AGM on 11 June at the Chapel. We were ably 
supported by Roger MacRaild from the Moorabool Landcare Network 
who kindly acted as our Returning Officer and followed that up with 
an informative and hands-on plant propagation workshop. 

Upper Lerderderg Catchment Weed Mapping and 
Prioritisation Project update

Appreciating the shared results of our efforts!

GSW Ecological Consulting have been analysing the weed survey data 
they’ve collected across the catchment and are creating the maps to 
support the next stage of the project. This involves consulting with 
land managers, Landcare and community representatives to support 
the development of the catchments weed management strategy. We’re 
offering a community information and iNaturalist training session in 
late August to share more about the project and how you can help 
support it!

The Upper Lerderderg Catchment Weed Mapping and Prioritisation 
Project is supported by the Victorian Government through the 
Partnership Against Pests program.

Chris Durrell,  
Secretary Blackwood and Barrys Reef 

Landcare Group

BLACKWOOD PLAYGROUND 
UPDATE
At the time of writing this, it’s another wet day. This is slowing down 
the progress with preparing the site.

An area had been pegged, and the removal of soil has started, the 
cricket pitches have also been dug up but they are too wet to be 
removed from the oval. A tree report has been done, and a mana gum 
will be removed as it will become a problem later. 

We are hoping for some dryer weather so the remainder of dirt can 
be removed and a border placed around the area to retain the mulch 
later and fix the walking track up. The playground is planned for 
construction in August and then the mulch can be spread ready for 
the kids to play in September. A fence erected before cricket starts 
and hopefully a table and chairs can be installed. 

Regards 

Brian 

BLACKWOOD CROWN RESERVES 
UPDATE
We are pleased to share some positive news for our community. 
The caravan park has achieved registration with Moorabool Shire 
Council, marking an important milestone for the park and its future. 
This achievement has been closely linked to the ongoing work 
of a long-standing issue. Whilst there is still a lot to be done, this 
represents a significant step forward.

The Blackwood Crown Reserves Committee of Management would 
like to extend its sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed 
their time, expertise and patience throughout this process.  Also, we 
sincerely thank Sarah Kukiel for the considerable time, professionalism 
and dedication she has contributed to Crown Reserves work and 
wish her all the best for the future.

These developments provide a strong foundation for the future and 
demonstrate what can be achieved when we work together towards 
common goals.

Volunteer | Blackwood Crown Reserves Committee of Management 
inc

“Passionate about giving back to the community.” 
blackwoodcrownreserves@yahoo.com.au 
PO Box 231, Blackwood. Victoria 345

BENDIGO BANK
New Team!
We are pleased to announce that Kylie and Rechelle have joined 
Community Bank Trentham & Districts’ friendly Customer Service 
team, and that Paul Wyatt and Brooke Limmer have joined our 
dedicated volunteer Board of Directors. This makes a branch team of 
5, a board team of 8, and 1 executive officer – all community minded 
local people. If you’re in Trentham during the week, please come in to 
say hello and help make Kylie & Rechelle feel welcome.

15 years in the Community
In August we mark 15 years since Community Bank Trentham & 
Districts was formed. We will release figures shortly on the amount 
of financial investment we have returned to local community groups, 
projects and events over this time.

Brooke says, “I’ve always thought community and local banking 
should be about more than transactions. It’s about looking after our 
community and putting profits back where they’re needed.  Serving on 
the board is my way of giving back. It allows me to help shape those 
decisions and ensure the money we generate together goes back into 
local projects and initiatives that make our part of the world a great 
place to live.”

On behalf of our new team, we look forward to continuing to provide 
you with excellent customer service and upholding our commitment 
of returning profits to the local community through our Community 
Investment program for many years to come.

Brooke our new Director commented- “I’ve always thought community 
and local banking should be about more than transactions. It’s about 
looking after our community and putting profits back where they’re 
needed.  Serving on the board is my way of giving back. It allows 
me to help shape those decisions and ensure the money we generate 
together goes back into local projects and initiatives that make our part 
of the world a great place to live.”

Kind regards,

Anjee Anderson

Contacts

If you would like more info on anything about Community Banking, 
please drop in to see us:

37b High Street Trentham, or call us:
Banking call the Branch team – 5424 1608
Grants call Executive Officer, Anjee – 0409 570 330.
Proudly supporting the Blackwood Community 
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BLACKWOOD’S  BIG FREEZE
Blackwood Hotel recently hosted a Fight MND Big Freeze event on a 
winter’s day that saw a good amount of sunshine. Nine well-known 
locals donned costumes and climbed the slide - an old 1950s steel 
slippery dip- and slid down into the freezing paddling pool. The event 
was a huge success with much laughter and significant fund raising. 
Thank you to Jerry and his team for supporting, and allowing, locals 
and visitors to contribute to such a good cause in an entertaining way. 
Here are comments from some of the sliders:

Jerry
Organising the Big Freeze at the Blackwood Hotel was one of the most 
rewarding events we’ve been involved in. What started as an idea to 
support a great cause quickly became a true community event, with 
locals, businesses, volunteers and our amazing staff all getting behind 
it. 

Seeing people brave the ice bath, donate so generously, and turn up 
in such huge numbers was incredibly humbling. Together, we raised 
more than $21,000 for Fight MND, a result that exceeded all of our 
expectations and showed just how generous and community-minded 
Blackwood is. We couldn’t be prouder of everyone who played a 
part in making the day such a memorable success, and we’re already 
looking forward to making next year’s event even bigger and better.

Tommy
Why the costume? It seemed appropriate for the cold icy water….
freezing water! It was cold but not for long. It was a fantastic day, and I 
think everybody had fun, including me. It was so good to see the locals 
get behind the event.

I’ve learnt so much about MND and how it has touched so many locals. 
I’d like to thank the hotel and organisers in promoting the awareness of 
MND and running an awesome event on the day. 

I’d also like to thank the many sponsors that helped raise the funds; 
without their support the event would not have been so successful. 

Steve
For the last 4 games of the cricket season for Blackwood, I played 
through injured so I thought it would only be right to don the whites 
and bandage myself up as I ended the season, (kids loved me as a 
mummy!).

The whole day was sensational. Blackwood is fast becoming a top 
tourist attraction, and the Blackwood Hotel is the centre piece of that. 
It was great work and vision by all the crew at the Blackwood Hotel. 

I survived pretty well, not sure about the crowd though, (the sun was 
out and the moon came out for a while there as well) at least I had a 
crack! It was a pleasure and my family loves Blackwood. Thanks for 
the opportunity to be involved on the day! 

Ami
I chose my costume because I thought it suited the water theme - being 
a duck. Many of the other sliders were doing a water theme so stuck 
with that. 

The day was amazing, such a great turn out in a wonderful environment 
that brought everyone together. 

I barely survived the pool of ice! Thank God for my Mum who was 
holding a towel and dressing gown next to the fire drum. It was a great 
time and such a good thing for the community.  

Andy
I chose my costume with Jerry. We were just being silly and looking for 
something funny. The day was amazing. It was great to see the whole 
community supporting such a good cause.

I’m not sure if I did survive the cold…I just got through it thinking of 
the cause. 

Emma
I decided to go down the slide because it is an amazing cause! I 
dressed up as Ana alongside Rosie who was dressed as Elsa. Ana and 
Elsa are in the Disney film ‘Frozen’. ‘Frozen’ is trending at the moment 
and I watched it as a kid.  Growing up in Trentham and experiencing 
the winter season it wasn’t that bad!

The day was an amazing turnout, so many people came to support us 
and the cause. 

The MND fundraising event was a big hit with all involved including 
the spectators.

Brian
The MND fundraising event was a big hit for all involved and for the 
spectators. I ordered a schooner of beer costume from Temu (I was 
hoping to get CBCo Brewing, who supply the Goldy beers at the pub, 
to sponsor me… I do like beer) but it was two sizes too small. So last 
minute I had to go to my shed wardrobe and fish out a clown outfit 
from years ago. I admit the t-shirt was tight and an adjustment to the 
straps on the pants was needed!

Overall, it was a great day and many a Goldy was drunk. Everyone 
had a great day and a few laughs. The slide was small, but the pool 
had plenty of ice in it, and yes, it was cold! At the end of the event, I 
nominated one of the Disco Sistas, Anna Perry, to slide next year. Enjoy 
your turn...haha.

The day was put on by the Blackwood Pub, and we didn’t have a lot of 
time to organise ourselves, but we all managed to raise a dollar - over 
$21,000... so not a bad effort!

Wyatt
I originally had a Baywatch outfit but decided the day before that I 
wanted something with more covering so the banana was all I could 
find at the last minute. The day was fantastic. I can only see it getting 
bigger each year. Good job Blackwood Hotel! I knew it was going to 
be freezing, but not that freezing! Lucky I have some winter fat on me! 

Raising awareness for MND is something close to our family as Nicole’s 
Dad, Peter, passed away after a 13- month battle back in 2008. It’s 
great to see locals and visitors getting together for a great cause. The 
kids had a good laugh and wanted to do it themselves. 

Compiled by Jeanne Tahini

The sliders pre-dunking- Andy, Emma, Wyatt, Ami, Rosie, Jerry, Tommy, Brian, Steve.  Photo~Jasmine Fisher

Emma as Anna from Frozen. photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Steve, as a mummy, makes a splash..Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Tommy as a penguin...Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Steve, as a mummy, makes a splash..Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Jerry, Rosie Andy and Emma.   Photo ~ Jeanne Tahini
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thanks to photographers ~ Peter Donnelly, Daniel Williams

BLACKWOOD DISCO INFERNO 
SHINES AGAIN IN A NIGHT OF 
SPARKLE, FUN AND COMMUNITY
The Blackwood Disco Inferno returned on Saturday 13 June for its 
second year, delivering an unforgettable night of disco, dancing and 
community spirit that exceeded all expectations.

Thanks to the incredible support of the Blackwood community and 
visitors from across the region, this year’s event was bigger, brighter 
and even sparklier than its hugely successful debut. Created by five 
friends with a shared love of dancing, music, fun and plenty of glitter, 
the Disco Inferno has firmly established itself as one of Blackwood’s 
most anticipated annual community events.

The dance floor was alive from start to finish, packed with children, 
teenagers, adults, long-time locals, newcomers and visitors all dancing 
side by side. A standout highlight of the evening was the high-energy 
performance by the Lauriston Body Bop dancers, whose infectious 
enthusiasm and impressive moves quickly drew people onto the dance 
floor and kept the party atmosphere alive all night long.

Adding to the magic of the evening were the fabulous costumes. 
Guests embraced the disco theme with incredible creativity, arriving 
in a dazzling display of sequins, flares, glitter, platform boots, wigs and 
sparkling outfits. The effort people put into dressing up was nothing 
short of spectacular, creating a sea of colour and sparkle that perfectly 
captured the spirit of Disco Inferno.

Local DJs kept the dance floor pumping all night, Trentham food 
truck Jinky’s served up delicious dance-floor fuel, Blackwood Disco 
Tarot proved hugely popular, Merth Winery from Spring Hill poured 
local wines, Studio Mini Moon delivered vibrant event graphics and 
marketing, and Greenhills Sound ensured the music and production 
were first class. Big thanks to our Blackwood Chieftans too, Kath who 
so often and so generously provides a safe transport option home 
driving the cricket bus. And Kathy, who, with her well known creativity 
crafted an incredible disco bat installation. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will be donated to the Blackwood CFA, 
supporting the dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly to protect the 
local community. Knowing that a night of fun and dancing will help 
support such an important local service made the event even more 
meaningful. The feedback since the event has been overwhelmingly 
positive. We’ve been inundated with kind words from attendees who 
described the Disco Inferno as one of the most joyful, inclusive and 
uplifting community events they’ve attended. Many commented on the 
welcoming atmosphere, the incredible music, the fabulous costumes 
and the packed dance floor, while others said it was wonderful to see 
people of every generation dancing together and celebrating what 
makes Blackwood such a special place. The excitement has already 
begun for next year’s event, with many asking when tickets will go on 
sale.

The success of the Blackwood Disco Inferno is a testament to what 
can happen when a community comes together with enthusiasm, 
generosity and a love of having fun. While Blackwood may be a small 
town, it once again proved it knows how to throw an unforgettable 
party. We would like to thank everyone who attended, volunteered, 
performed, sponsored, donated or supported the event in any way. 
Together, you’ve helped create another magical night filled with joy, 
laughter, sparkle and connection—one that will be remembered for 
years to come.

Georgia Jacobs, On behalf of the Disco Inferno Committee

Safi at the sparkle motion table.  Photo ~ Jasmine FisherDisco Inferno Committee, Caitlin, Georgia, Miriam, Sarah, Anna with Sadie and 
Arla

Lauriston Body Bop Dancers and locals.    Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

On the dance floor    Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Sue, Joanne and Peter.  Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Janette and Ami. Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Ben at the DJ desk. Photo ~ Peter Donnelly

Photo Peter Donnely

Photo Gracie White

Kathy Holowko’s rotating glitter bat.  Photo ~ Caitlin Perry
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MONDAY IS... 

FOR THE 
LOCALS!

drink specials 
& rotating 
dinner specials 

Come along for a mingle with 

the locals - everyone welcome!

Tommy as a penguin. Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Brian as a clown. Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

Ami as a duck. Photo ~ Jasmine Fisher

VINCENT JENDEN DESIGN
Interior Design - Project Management                                                                

Furniture - Lighting - Soft Furnishings - Antiques

Kuki Veranda & Courtyard                                                                                               
38 High Street, Trentham, VIC, 3458, 0411 346 373               
  Instagram: vincentjendendesign       www.vincentjenden.com

• AROUND TOWN • 
TRAIL RUNNING RACE 
Hi Blackwood

I am the organiser of the Trail Running Race that was held in Blackwood 
on Sunday 31st May. I realise that we should have better alerted the 
community about the event beforehand and that The Blackwood Times 
is a great way to do that. So, I’d love it if you could print a thank you 
for sharing your trails and bushland with us.

Here are a few stats if you are interested, but I’ve also written a little 
poem to say thank you (with the help of AI!) Stats:

•	 This was race 1 of the 2026 Trail Running Series. The series 
includes 3 races with race 2 at Anglesea and race 3 at Silvan in the 
Dandenong Ranges.

•	 The is the 16th year of the series! Races have previously been held 
in locations including Yarra Bend, Macedon, Smiths Gully, Plenty 
Gorge, Westerfolds Park and other areas

•	 750 runners took part on Sunday, running either 8km, 16km or 
22km. They all loved it!

•	 The race is organised by a small business called Rapid Ascent – 
we’re based in Torquay.

A Blackwood Thank You
Beneath the trees of Blackwood, where the wild trails wind and flow,
We gathered in the morning light with eager hearts aglow.
The Lerderderg River shimmered, carving beauty through the land,
As runners crossed the start line, side by side and hand in hand.
Along the old aqueduct trails, through forest, fern and stone,
We found a little magic in a landscape all its own.
With every climb and corner, every muddy shoe and smile,
Blackwood shared its beauty with us, mile after mile.
More than nine hundred came to run, to cheer, to roam,

Yet out there on the trails, the bush made everyone feel home.
There was laughter on the hillsides, helping hands along the way,
And a special trail camaraderie that brightens up the day.
So from all of us at Rapid Ascent, our thanks are deep and true,
To the Blackwood community — we couldn’t do this without you.
For welcoming our runners, and for sharing where you live,
For the warmth, the trails, the river, and the spirit that you give.
It was something special, a day we’ll long recall,
With Blackwood at the heart of it — the greatest host of all.

Kind regards 

Sam Maffett, General Manager 
Photos ~ Kalan Howse
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Terry Aldridge

• AROUND TOWN • 
THE WORLD CUP AT THE 
BLACKWOOD PUB

As someone who hates setting alarms and doesn’t particularly follow 
soccer it may seem a little odd that when our great local announced 
that they were opening at 5am for the Socceroos’ Group D World Cup 
game against America on June 20, my first thought was “what a great 
idea!”

Arriving at the pub freezing and pre-dawn I was curious if I might be 
the only idiot in town. When I was the first through the door (other 
than Dyl who may not have been home yet) I was chuffed that the fire 
was blazing but was also thinking the smarter option may have been 
watching the game from bed.

Within minutes people were rolling through the door and then the 
really interesting game began. Who was here because they were 
soccer tragics? (many) Who was here cos it sounded like fun? (umm…
possibly only me) And who was here because beer at 5am seemed like 
a good idea?(several).

Despite the possible variation in motivation, there was no denying that 
everyone that made the effort thoroughly enjoyed the occasion and 
appreciated the opportunity provided by Jerry and the team.

Fast forward 2 weeks and we are in the Round of 32 playing against 
Egypt. This time the draw makes it even more interesting with the game 
starting at 4am. Again, the wonderful staff of The Blackwood Hotel 
came to the party and provided a warm and welcoming environment 
for locals to get together to watch the game. This time the diehards 
were rewarded with a Socceroos’ goal (the cheers may have woken 
the town) and a generous round of drinks from the bar to celebrate. 

After a very long game and a very short penalty shoot-out it wasn’t 
to be for our great national team but the opportunity to watch it 
deliriously with others in the early hours of a cold winter’s morning 
was very much appreciated by us all. 

Kylie Richardson

WHERE IS THIS?
I have often thought an idea like “who’s tatt is that” could be a photo 
taken by anyone of something or some place around Blackwood and 
call it ‘guess where ‘or ‘where is this’. iIm sure you could come with 
something better to call it!  ...So... where is this?

 

Jane Herbert 

WHOSE TATT IS THAT?
I got this tattoo in memory of my Nan, Sharon, as she passed away. It 
is a picture of her walking into the sunset with her dog Shay. I was very 
close to my Nan. I pretty much lived with her for about 18 years. I got 
this tatt in 2016. I still miss my Nan. 

Down at the oval on the rock face at the far end!
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Making healthcare 
cheaper and easier  
with Chemist  
Care Now

State Member for Macedon

Mary-Anne 
 Thomas MP

Authorised by Mary-Anne Thomas MP, Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437

 mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 03 5428 2138  mary-annethomas.com.au 
 Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Country, Shop 14,  

     Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437

Chemist Care Now is providing care 
for common conditions at your local 
chemist, without the need for a GP visit.

Date Market Locatiuon

AUGUST

Sat 1: 9-1 Lions Community Market Inglis Street Ballan

Sat 1: 9-2 Darley Community Market Crn Fitzroy & Grey Streets

Sat 1: 9-1 Woodend Farmers Market Cnr Forest & High Street

Sat 8: 9-1 Ballan Farmers Market 96 Inglis Street

Sat 8: 8:30-1 Kyneton Farmers Market 35 Piper Street

Sat 15: 9-1 Trentham Farmers Market Town Square

Sat 15: 9-1 Glenlyon Farmers Market Glenlyon Hall

Sat 15: 9-2 Darley Community Market Crn Fitzroy & Grey Streets

Sat 22: 9-1 Daylesford Farmers Market 102 Vincent Street

Sat 25: 9-1 Daylesford Farmers Market 102 Vincent Street

SE{PTEMBER

Sat 5: 9-1 Woodend Farmers Market Cnr Forest & High Streets

Sat 5: 9-1 Ballan Lions Market Inglis Street

Sat 5: 9-2 Darley Community Market Crn Fitzroy & Grey Streets

Sat 12: 9-1 Ballan Farmers Market 96 Inglis Street

Sat 12: 8:30-1 Kyneton Farmers Market 35 Piper Street

Sat 19: 9-2 Darley Community Market Crn Fitzroy & Grey Streets

Sat 19: 9-1 Trentham Farmers Market Town Square

Sat 19: 9-1 Glenlyon Farmers Market Glenlyon Hall

Sat 26: 9-1 Daylesford Farmers Market 102 Vincent Street

• MARKETS WITHIN 30 MINUTES •

DATE EVENT VENUE

AUGUST

Sat 1, 10-5 Mega Thiruvathira & Onam 
Carnival

Bacchus Marsh Public 
Hall

Sat 1, 6:30-
10:30 Dudes & Darts Night Ballan Bakehouse & Bar

Sun 2, 3-5 Linedancing at Salt & Soda 60B Grant St, Bacchus 
Marsh

Sun 2, 4:30 Live Music with Chris 
Williams The Commercial, Ballan

Sat 8, 2 Dual Perspectives exhibition 
opening The Cosmo

Sun 9, 12-3 Live Music & Pizza The Plough, Myrniong

Sun 9, 1 Freddie Gibson Hotel Trentham

Sun 9, 1-4:30 Trentham Dance Mechanics, Trentham

Thur 13, 5-7 
or 7-9 Mane Envy Sip & Curl 60B Grant St, Bacchus 

Marsh

Thur 13, 6-8:30 Alavu Psychic Events Dinner The Plough, Myrniong

Sat 15, 2-5 Bush Poetry Competition The Cosmo (Stables)

Sat 15, 3-5 Spa Country Band The Cosmo

Fri 21, 8-10 Beer Garden Boot Scootin Greendale Pub

Sat 22, 3-5 Renee Alison The Cosmo

Sat 22, 7:30 Dave Graney & Clare Moore The Cosmo

Sun 23, 1 Pip Joyce Hotel Trentham

Sun 23, 2-3:30 Shape-note singing 
workshop St Martin's Chapel

Sun 30, 12-3 Live Music & Pizza The Plough, Myrniong

Sat 27, 3-5 Pete Daly The Cosmo

Sat 27, 8:30-
11:59 AC2ZZ The Border Inn

Sat 27, 9-11 Turnstyle Stoney's Club

Sun 28, 12-3 Live Music and Plough Pizza The Plough, Myrniong

Sun 28, 5-8 Vibe Open Mic & Karaoke Royal Hotel

DATE EVENT VENUE

SEPTEMBER

Sat 5, 1 & 7:30 
Bacchus Marsh Theatre 
Company presents Back to 
the 80's

5 Grant Street, 
Bacchus Marsh 

Sun 6, 3 as above

Fri 18, 8-10 Beer Garden Boot Scootin Greendale Pub

Fri 25, 12-3 Open kitchen cooking class The Plough, 
Myrniong

Sat 26, 10-5 Bootscooting Workshop & 
Social

Bacchus Marsh 
Public Hall

Sun 9, 1-4 Live Music Wombat Forest 
Vineyard

Sun 10, 12:30-3:30 Bryan Sadler Greendale Pub

Wed 13, 12:30-3 Friends of Greendale Greendale Pub

Fri 15, 8-10 Beer Garden Boot Scootin Greendale Pub

Sat 16, 5-10 Drag Trivia St Anne's Winery

Sat 23, 12-3 Drag, Paint and Sip Royal Hotel, 
Bacchus Marsh

Sun 24, 10:30-5 Ballan Feast 2026: Fantasy Ballan 
Neighbourhood Hse

Sat 30, 9-11:59 George Trimmer Band Stoney's Club

REGULAR STUFF

Tue, 6:30 - 9:30 Strickly Quizness Royal Hotel, Bacchus Marsh

Wed evenings Locals night dinner 
specials The Cosmo

Wed 7-9 Trivia Border Inn, Bacchus Marsh

Thur evening Locals night   The Plough, Myrniong

Thur 7pm Music Bingo The Taproom, Bacchus Marsh

Fri, 5 - 9 Meat tray raffle & 
cocktail night Greendale Pub

Fri pm Meat tray raffle  The Cosmo

Fri, 6-7 Meat tray raffle Hotel Trentham

Fri pm Raffle Pig and Whistle

Last Fri 
monthly

Flashbank Friday with 
Ian Banks The Taproom, Bacchus Marsh

Sat, 6-9 Live Music Commercial Hotel, Ballan

2nd Sat, 8-11 Karaoke Night Stoney's Club

2nd/4th Sun,  Regular service St Martin's Chapel

Sun, 12 -4 Pizza Sundays St Anne's

Sun, 1-4 Live Music The Royal, Bacchus Marsh

• GIG & EVENTS GUIDE •
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• BEYOND • 

THE BIGGEST MORNING TEA TRENTHAM

The Bendigo Bank hosted the Biggest Morning Tea, as a fundraiser for 
the Cancer Council at the Trentham Mechanics Hall recently. It was 
a packed, lively event which was enjoyed by all and the Blackwood 
people attending. The delicious food was supplied by locals and 
the staff of the bank. Prizes were generous and supplied by local 
businesses. 

Photos~ Jeanne Tahini

TRENTHAM DANCE
Held the second Sunday of each month at the  
Mechanics Hall, High St, Trentham

Sunday 9 August 2026
1.00–4.30 pm (Winter Schedule) 
Music by Rita and Bob

Sunday 13 September 2026
Music by Rod McKenzie

 
Entry $10.00 (includes door prize) 

Raffle tickets $1 each

Afternoon tea — please bring a plate of food to share

Novelties and prizes 

BYO water bottle

 
Enquiries: Dianna 0418 173 920 or Noellene 0428 464 664

Trentham Dance Working Group is auspiced by Trentham Neighbourhood Centre

• AROUND TOWN • 
THE GREAT BLACKWOOD GREEN 
TOMATO CHUTNEY OFF A TASTY 
SUCCESS
When life gives you green tomatoes, make 
chutney!
Blackwood embraced that philosophy with gusto at the inaugural 
Great Blackwood Green Tomato Chutney Off, with locals turning out 
to celebrate one of the district’s most reliable harvests – the humble 
green tomato.

 Judges Lucy Mora, Natasha Morgan sample the Bloody Marys while organiser 
Caroline Parker looks on.

As anyone who gardens in Blackwood knows, producing a perfectly 
ripe tomato can be something of a challenge, so it seemed only fitting 
to celebrate the delicious ways we’ve learned to make the most of 
them.

We were delighted with the attendance, especially for the first time the 
event has been held. Eight homemade chutneys, relishes and sauces 
were entered into the competition, showcasing a wonderful range of 
family recipes, secret ingredients and creative twists.

Our three judges – Andy, the condiment-loving Head Chef at the 
Blackwood Hotel, Lucy Mora, illustrator, artist and gardener, and 
Natasha Morgan, gardener, landscape architect and author/educator 
– approached the task with great enthusiasm. Taking their roles 
wonderfully seriously, they carefully assessed each entry, debated 
flavours and textures, and provided plenty of entertainment for 
everyone watching. Their spirited judging became a highlight of the 
afternoon.

Congratulations to our three delighted winners, whose entries 
impressed the judges with their balance of flavour, texture and 
originality.

If you missed the event, or would like to relive some of the fun, be sure 
to watch the judging video on the Blackwood3458 Facebook page.

The Bloody Mary bar, organised by Barry & Co, was another highlight 
of the afternoon, with the refreshing cocktails proving extremely 
popular and adding a touch of fun to the celebration.

Most importantly, the event raised approximately $400 to support future 
screenings of the WINDFALL documentary, helping to continue sharing 
the story of the June 2021 storm and its impact on our community.

The success of this inaugural Chutney Off showed that green tomatoes 
deserve their own celebration. Judging by the laughter, friendly 
competition and enthusiastic support from the community, we suspect 
this won’t be the last time gardeners, cooks and chutney enthusiasts 
come together to celebrate the humble green tomato.

Jinny Coyle

CARAVAN PARK UPDATE
A very special thank you and shout-out goes to the Blackwood CERT 
team for organising and generously donating a new AED machine for 
the caravan park office. It’s a fantastic, high-tech unit suitable for both 
children and adults. The AED is located just outside the office and is 
accessible 24 hours a day. Hopefully we never need to use it, but we 
are incredibly grateful to have it available. Great job, CERT! 

Wyatt & Kath. Photo ~ Nicole.

Also, a special mention to the Blackwood Landcare team who has also 
been fantastic with cleaning up Jack Can Reserve walking track and 
weeding the spring planter box. We appreciate the help always. 

Wyatt & Nicole 
Blackwood Mineral Springs Caravan Park . 53686539

DALES CREEK PLAYGROUND
In 2025, through the Victorian Government’s Tiny Towns Fund, Council 
successfully secured funding to upgrade the community open space 
located between Acacia Avenue and Dales Creek Avenue. Historically, 
the reserve had been used informally by residents for walking along 
a network of unsealed tracks and as a place of refuge during recent 
storm events, with the open clearing in the south-eastern portion of 
the site serving as a place of gathering. Behind the existing rainwater 
tanks, there is a natural clearing which provided an ideal location for 
the establishment of a more formal community meeting space.

The project, predominantly funded through the Tiny Towns Grant, 
transformed this informal gathering area into a functional community 
destination through the construction of a new shelter adjacent to a new 
small playground. This has created a dedicated space for residents, 
families and visitors to meet, rest and socialise while supporting use 
of the playground and surrounding reserve. In conjunction with the 
shelter, the project also upgraded the reserve’s ageing walking paths 
with an all-weather surface, significantly improving accessibility and 
allowing the network to be used safely throughout the year regardless 
of weather conditions. Collectively, these improvements have enhanced 
the functionality, accessibility and amenity of the reserve while building 
upon the way the community had historically used and valued the site.

Steve Venditti-Taylor 
Mayor, Moorabool Shire Council   
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5336 0006 
www.ballaratpetfarmvet.com.au 

MONTHLY - Wednesday Run for Farm Animal Vet 
Pre-book non-urgent veterinary work and share the travel charge. 

Ideal for preventative herd health such as vaccinations and 
parasite control, as well as any routine ruminant consultations 
and procedures.     (Note – we do not provide vet services for horses). 

Book in advance and share the 
travel charge with your 

neighbours! 
*STARTS - JULY 1st  2026* 

 
 
 

CALL US  
MON-FRI  

8.30am-6pm            

SOUTHERN – 4th Wednesday of the Month 
Buninyong, Meredith, Elaine, Mt Mercer, Enfield, Yendon,  

Cape Clear, Lal Lal, Scotsburn, Napoleans, Durham Lead, Dereel 
 

NORTHERN –  2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
Creswick, Clunes, Daylesford, Dean, Newlyn, Learmonth, 

Bald Hills, Ascot, Allendale, Kingston, Glendaruel 

WESTERN –  
1st Wednesday  
of the Month  
Beaufort, Learmonth, 
Snake Valley, Miners 
Rest, Haddon, 
Smythesdale, Scarsdale 

 

EASTERN –  
3rd Wednesday 

 of the Month 
Ballan, Bungaree, Wallace, 

Gordon, Millbrook, 
Trentham, Greendale, 

Blackwood 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

 

Thursday 16 July 2026 

Be frost ready this winter 

Central Highlands Water is encouraging residents across the region to get prepared for frosty mornings ahead. 

Sub-zero temperatures can create havoc for your early morning shower and cup of coffee, if a frozen water 
meter stops the water supply to your house. This can be even worse if the icy conditions cause your water 
meter to burst. 

Central Highlands Water’s Coordinator – Metering & Billing, Ben Schueddekopf, is reminding our community to 
take a few easy steps to protect their water meter. 

“As the temperature plummets, simple household items can be used to cover your traditional analog water 
meter to help reduce frost risk; wooden and foam boxes, carpet offcuts, towels and hessian sacks all do the 
trick,” Ben said. 

“Those with a green thumb can also plant soft shrubs around their meter for added protection. We just ask 
that the meter remains easily accessible. 

“If a property has a digital meter installed, the plastic top is frost resistant and offers meter protection, it 
needs to remain uncovered to accurately transmit data.  

“The pipes extending out from your meter can still be impacted by frost and can be wrapped with thick cloth, 
like a towel – a section of a pool noodle also works well! 

“Essentially, regardless of what type of meter you have, if you cover the metal you will add extra protection 
from frost,” Ben said 

“For those who do have a meter freeze our most important advice is to never pour hot water on it – this can 
cause a burst. Ideally let it thaw naturally, or if you need to speed up the process, pour on some room 
temperature water,” he said. 

“If a burst does happen, our Maintenance team is available 24/07 to support. Mornings of extreme frost can 
increase demand so wait times can potentially be longer than normal,” Ben said. 

If your meter does burst, or you need to report a fault or outage, Central Highlands Water can be contacted on 
1800 061 514. 

Visit www.chw.net.au/protect-your-meter for more details. 

END 

Media contact 
Elise Middleton 
Communications and Engagement Lead 
Central Highlands Water 
elise.middleton@chw.net.au 
03 5320 3289 
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For As Little As $27,  
You Could Be Advertising to  

loyal locals in this space. 

 Carpet Repairs and Restretching 

 Upholstery Cleaning 

 Tile and Grout Cleaning

Flood Restoration 

 

perfectionservices.com.au
0414 567 114

MORE THAN JUST
CARPET CLEANING

PERFECTION
SERVICES

Blackwood Times 
supports our community. 

The Blackwood Times is a community newspaper, run by 
volunteers, that connects the community of Blackwood and 
its immediate surrounds by dispersing information, news and 
items of general interest. It aims to foster understanding, as 
well as provide a platform for locals to voice opinion, showcase 
their creative skills and provide a service directory through 
advertising.

The Blackwood Times is a bi-monthly community service 
published by The Blackwood Times Vic Inc. Publication 
costs are met through the support of advertisers and donations 
and in return The Blackwood Times will continue to support 
community groups and projects. 

Your advertising investment will ensure that your business 
will be seen by residents and visitors to Blackwood, 
Trentham and Greendale with a print run of 500 copies and 
average of 800 downloads per issue from our website: www.
theblackwoodtimes.com.au

Your investment can be as small or as large as you would like as 
we offer various sizing and pricing options which are outlined 
on our website. 

For further information email team@theblackwoodtimes.com.
au 

Your advertising helps 
Blackwood directly.
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Ph: (03) 53681230
Fax: (03) 5368 1937119 Inglis St Ballan

TRENTHAM PETROL & STUFF

1 Market St     ph 5424 1611
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

petrol, oils, swap & go gas, firewood permits, farm 
produce/produce store 

papers, ice, milk, soft drinks, take-away pies, coffee 
confectionery, local honey etc

rusty junk, secondhand books, old wares

LIC NO 38657

Think Globally Employ Locally

SOL PLUMBING
Fully licensed and insured.
Residential and commercial

 • Competitive rates • Free quotes •

Call Simon on 0417 335 831
(leave a message if no answer)

240 Main St
Bacchus Marsh 3340
Ph. 5368 2001
Fax. 5367 0776

119 Inglis St
Ballan 3342

Ph. 0418 518 226
jcutler@keemin.com.au

Available to assist with all general accounting  
services and preparation / electronic lodgement  
of Tax Returns and BAS for Individuals, Sole Traders, 
Partnerships, Trusts and Companies.

john.cfmooney@bigpond.com
0420 751 640
03 5424 1441  
19 Albert Street, Trentham VIC 3458

John R Dorsett AIPA IFA
Registered Tax Agent / Public Practitioner

  

 

3 Greendale Myrniong Rd, Greendale 3341
5368 1355

Pizza: Wed, Thurs, Fri Sat, 6-8pm & Sun noon-8
Tues:  Parma and Pasta $18
Friday: Happy Hour 5–7, $3.50 POTS, Bar Nibbles & Meat Raffle
Wed – Sun: Full Menu Dinner
Daily: Lunch @ noon-2pm (closed Monday)

LARGE BEER GARDEN AT REAR
General Store stocks all, drinks, icecreams, 

grocery items, take away bottleshop, 
newspapers daily, bread, ice

&  anything else you may just need. 
Shop opens at 10am every day

and is open late with Pub.
LIVE MUSIC: Check our facebook page

HARKIN
E S T A T E  A G E N T S

Are you looking to sell this Spring?

harkinestateagents.com.au

If you are thinking of selling,
call Fran for a friendly cuppa
and get the ball rolling. 

Frances Harkin is back and
here to help you reach your
real estate goals.

Would you like to know the
value of your home?

0425 766 799
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SOLD
2   a         1   b         2   v

106 Golden Point Road

$650,000

SOLD
4   a         2   b         4   v

35 Golden Point Road

$880,000

SOLD
3   a         1   b         2   v

49 Old Golden Point
Road

$365,000

SOLD
4   a         2   b         4   v

88 Simmons Reef Road

Contact Agent

belleproperty.com/trentham

Recently Sold
Properties.

Nestled within the breathtaking Wombat State
Forest, Blackwood is a hidden gem rich in gold-
rush history and natural beauty. 

Once a bustling mining township, it has
gracefully evolved into a tightly held
community, offering a unique blend of heritage
charm and tranquil bushland living. Tree-lined
streets, character-filled cottages and expansive
natural surrounds create an idyllic setting far
removed from the pace of city life.

Today, Blackwood is experiencing renewed
interest from buyers seeking lifestyle, space
and authenticity. Its property market is defined
by a limited supply of homes, ranging from
quaint historic residences to secluded forest
retreats and larger acreage holdings. This
scarcity, combined with increasing demand for
regional living, continues to underpin strong
interest in the area.

Whether as a permanent residence, weekend
escape or long-term investment, Blackwood
offers a rare opportunity to secure a foothold in
one of Victoria’s most picturesque and tightly
held locations.

Discover the value of your property—contact us
today for a confidential appraisal.

Scan here to book 
a free appraisal.

Belle Property Trentham  |  03 54241866
trentham@belleproperty.com
Belle Property Daylesford  |  03 5348 1700
daylesford@belleproperty.com

Fiona Kelly  |  0488 547 004
fiona.kelly@belleproperty.com

Charles Batten  |  0476 633 552
charles.batten@belleproperty.com


